December 7, 2025

Reverend Timothy J. Sahd, Pastor

SEVEN SORROWS

of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church
2nd Olunday of &lvent

FrSahd@ssbvm.org

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE:

DAILY MASS:

Monday: 6:30am, 8:30am, Noon, 6pm
Tuesday: 8:00am

Wednesday: 8:30am

Thursday: 6:00pm

Friday: 8:00am

Saturday: 8:00am

SUNDAY MASS:

Saturday: 4:30pm
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:30am, 6:00pm

CONFESSIONS:

Thursday: 5:00pm-5:45pm
Saturday: 7:15am-7:50am and
3:30pm-4:15pm

ADORATION: (in the Chapel)
Monday & Tuesday: 9:00am-10:00pm
Wednesday: 10:00am-10:00pm
Friday: 9:00am-Noon

PARISH: 280 N. Race Street; Middletown, PA 17057

Parish

J/V me of Confesaiorns

“Prepare the Way of the Lord.”
Isaiah 40:3

Sunday, December 14th @ 2:00pm
Many priests in attendance

©w— g

Bambinelli Sunday

December 13" & 14"

Bring your Baby Jesus' from your home
Creches to Mass on the weekend of
Dec. 13-14 to be blessed.

In Italy, this is called Bambinelli Sunday, because the
"Bambinelli" is the name for Baby Jesus in Italian.

717-944-3133 Phone | 717-944-1170 Fax | ssbvm.org

RECTORY HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm, Friday 9:00am-1:00pm
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A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We are growing closer to the great Feast of Christmas! And there are a ton of traditions we all have to mark these days.

Perhaps you go to Christmas Candylane at Hershey. Or maybe you go to the display at Stone Gables Estates in Elizabethtown. Or if you
bake peanut butter cookies with the Hershey Kiss in them (I don’t get a kickback from Hershey, I promise!). Or maybe you put up your
decorations early (and watch the inflatables deflate every day!).

Whatever it may be, this time of year is so special.

But we truly cannot celebrate Christmas unless we have traditions that help us mark the birth of Our Savior. All of the lights, cookies,
decorations, music — whatever — exists because of THAT BIRTH. And NOTHING ELSE.

And if God being given human flesh is the event we are celebrating, how do we prepare?

First, we have a tradition of blessing the baby Jesus’ from your home nativity sets. Please bring them next Sunday so that we may bless
them and see how beautiful they are!

Also — and more importantly -- as John the Baptist said in today’s Gospel, “Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand” (John 3:2). We
prepare by asking forgiveness of God first. And the way we do that is the Sacrament of Confession.

The hours for Confession are normal (see the front of the bulletin), but we will add our twice-yearly parish time of confession NEXT
SUNDAY at 2PM. We will have a lot of priests to hear confessions, so please come and be prepared for the birth of Our Savior.

And as the Gospels of these last weeks have also told us, this is also a time to prepare for that day when we will meet Him again. We
want to run to Him when we meet Him, and the only way to run to Him is to run to Him now and ask Him for forgiveness.

I know it is so hard, but please know that Jesus WANTS you to bring to Him your sins, even the ones you are most scared of talking
about. He WANTS you to be free from them, so that you are no longer living in shame and darkness. That is what sin does to us. When
we are free, we run to Him! Not away from Him!

Please take advantage of this time of confessions. If you can’t make it Sunday, please come to our other scheduled times!

But Confession is not our only preparation. John later says in today’s Gospel, we must show “good fruit as evidence of your repent-
ance” (Matthew 3:8). In other words, once we are freed from sin, we must live as though we are members of Jesus” Body. We must serve
others in love and in truth. Our Catholicism is not just lived out in the Confessional and at Mass, although it starts there. It is lived as we
g0 home and to work and to the store as well.

God bless you, and as you prepare for Christmas, I pray you feel the warmth and love of Jesus. You will feel Him if you take advantage
of the Sacraments He offers!

Fr. Sahd
IN RESIDENCE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Rev. J. Weaver, Vocations Director - Frjweaver@hbgdiocese.org Lisa Fortunato - Ifortunato@ssbvm.org
PARISH MANAGER MUSIC DIRECTOR .
Carole Larry - clarry@ssbvm.org Joe Trojcak - joetrojcak@gmail.com
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS / BULLETIN CONTACT PARISH SCHOOL 1
Tina D'Angelo - tdangelo@ssbvm.org School Phone - 717-944-537
Kristin Stetler - kstetler@ssbvm.org Mrs. Angela Warner, Principal
HIGH SCHOOL
Bishop McDevitt - 717-236-7973

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



MASS INTENTIONS SUNDAY OFFERING
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025 THE SUNDAY COLLECTION FOR 11 - 23/30- 2025
The Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 am  Our Parish Family November 23 November 30
10:30 am  +Mae Licata Sunday Giving $14,695.00 $11,467.00
6:00 pm  +Anna Schmeltzer Online Giving  $ 4,761.00 $ 6,007.00

**QCD $ 1,200.00 $ 2,000.00
MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2025 Tofal $20,656.00 $19,474.00

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
6:30 am  +James Paros

8:30am  +Mario Corradi ] **QCD - Qualified Charitable Distribution is a withdrawal
12:00 pm  +Gizella Ferstinger Koor and Family from an individual retirement account (IRA) that's made
6:00pm  +Anne and Millton Bilger directly to an eligible charity, such as our parish. In many

, cases, IRA account holders can contribute some or all to a
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2025 St Juan Diego charity. This strategy allows one to transfer funds from their
800am  +Jerry Guy IRA directly to a charity without being counted as taxable

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2025 Our Lady of Loreto neome

8:30 am  +Charlie Stare
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025 St. Damasus . THIS WEEK @ SSBVM

5:00 pm - 5:45 pm CONFESSION SUNDAY DECEMBER 7
6:00 pm  +Denise Pilsitz Breskosky 8:00am KOC Ornament Narthex
9:00 am  Advent Penance Service (gr. 3,4,5)
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025 Our Lady of Guadalupe 9:15am  Religious Education
8:00 am  +Special Intentions of Linda Justice 10:30 am  Parish Playroom Church Basement

1:30am  Children’s Rosary Church
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2025 St. Lucy

715 am -7:50 am  CONFESSION MONDAY DECEMBER 8
8:00 am +Joe Sullivan 6:00 pm Legion of Mary
3:30 pm - 415 pm CONFESSION 7:00 pm )V Girls Basketball Gym

4:30 pm +Bob Douglass
TUESDAY DECEMBER 9

SUNDAY, DECE,MBER 14, 2025 5:00 pm  Novice Boys Basketball Gym

The Third Sunday of Advent 6:00 pm  Varsity Boys Basketball Gym

8:.00 am  +Charles Steven Gerhards 6:00 pm  Senior Ministry Meeting Drexel Room
10:30 am  Our Parish Family 6:30 pm  PTT Meeting Library

6:00 pm  +James “Butch” Douglass 7.00pm  Scouts Cafeteria

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 10
Novice Girls Basketball Gym

: WV Girls Basketball G
DA”_Y READ IN GS F Off tnﬁg Si?rséeeits aZoomynrl\@eiting

6:30 pm  Choir Practice

Sun. Dec 7 Isa 11:1-10(4A) / Rom 15:4-9 / Matt 3:1-12 7:00 pm Varsity Girls Basketball Gym
Mon. Dec 8 Gen3:9-15,20(689)/ Eph1:3-6,11-12/ Lk 1:28
THURSDAY DECEMBER 11
Tue. Dec.9 Isa 40:1-11 / Matt 18:12-14 8:30 am Church Cleaners Team #2
Wed. Dec. 10 |lsa 40:25-31 / Matt 11:28-30 530 pm  Novice Girls Basketball Gym
6:30 pm  OCIA Library
Thu. Dec. 11 Isa 41:13-20 / Matt 11:11-15 6:30 pm Men‘taﬂ Health Support Rectory
Fri. Dec. 12 Rev 11:19a;121-6a,10ab(630A) / Luke 1:39-47 DR ey ey Rl G
Sat. Dec. 13 Sir 48:1-4,9-11 / Matt 17:9a,,10-13 FRIDAY ~ DECEMBER 12

530 pm  Novice Boys Basketball Gym

Sun. Dec. 14 Isa 35:1-6a,10 (7A)/James 5:7-10/Matt 11:2-11

REST IN PEACE

8:30 am  Breakfast with Santa Cafeteria
Please pray forEﬂt:ﬁiereé);égrof the souls of 9:00 am  Religious Ed Penance Service (Grades 6,7,8)
BJ Smertneck 9:15am  Religious Education

i 10:30am  Parish Playroom Church Basement
Eternal rest grant untsoh;FE:rSp(())nLazg,ma.nd let perpetual light 2:00/pm) Parish|Perance Service: Church

SATURDAY DECEMBER 13

SUNDAY DECEMBER 14

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



= REMEMBER IN PRAYERS
— OUR MILITARY
We would like to keep our parishioners and loved
ones on active military in our thoughts and prayers. Please
provide the following information & call the parish office.

RANK NAME BRANCH
MAJ Sam Herbert Army
GYSGT Brendon J. Parkhill Marines

Mackenzie Mehalick Navy
Ist Lt. Luke Mrakovich Marines
Sgt. Corbin Stetler ARNG
AGl1 Stephen Boyland Navy
CPT Noah Bamert Army
CPT Andrew T. Lavelle Army
2nd Lt. Mark E. Lavelle Army
Ist Lt. Phillip Bertovic Army
Lt Col Todd Campbell Air Force
CPT Edward C. Stene USAR
Ist Lt Nicholas Campbell Marines
TSgt. Brittany MacBlane USAF
ACI Trey Kephart USAF

SENIOR MINISTRY

HOLY MASS & CHRISTMAS CAROLING at OAK HILL
VILLAGE - December 10 at 1 lam in the OHV Chapel Ma"

immediately following.
CHRISTMAS FRIENDSHIP LUNCHEON

Paid Reservations Only. December 16 at lpm at th
Middletown American Legion.

Spiritual Support Group

2nd Thursday of every month.

6:30 pm

Parish Living Room

Saint Ann Byzantine Catholic Church Christmas Bake Sale
on Saturday, December 13th from 9am to 12noon. Homemade
P nut rolls will be available for $12 each with

A ™ walnut, poppy seed, and apricot fillings, first
e A | come first served. The parish gift shop will be
open with a wide selection of religious, ethnic,

N i and Christmas items. Frozen pierohi will be $7
. a dozen and kielbasa rings will be $8 each.

eQam’ "‘*’**~

hear our

prayers

“Trust in the Lord with all your
heart” - Proverbs 3:5-6

If you or a loved one would like to
be added to the Prayer Chain,
please reach out to:

Donna Jennings at 717-566-3184
or via email

at djennings2095@comcast.net.

NEED TO KNOW

pON’T MISS OUT!
rch Photo Directory

lYo still can be a part of it!
'De¢ember 26-27 will be the last two days the
|photographer will be available. Everyc
|is photographed will receive a compllr
8x10 portrait and a directory. Scan the
to schedule your photo session,

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
VISIT & PHOTO OP WITH SANTA
CHILDREN'S CRAFT & CHRISTMAS TREAT

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14,2025

SSBVM SCHOOL CAFETERIA
8:30 AM - 12200 PM

RSVP BY DEC 12
COMPLIMENTARY BREAKFAST
DONATIONS ACCEPTED

Q*

1/ The Bishop McDevitt Pro-
7 life Club is holding a fund-
raiser for their bus trip to
the National March for Life
i in Washington.

The Wharf on Derry St.
Thursday, December 18
4pm - 9 pm.

If you tell the waiter or
bartender you’re here for the Pro-Life Club, 10% of your bill
will go towards the cost of their bus. For questions or additional
donation options for the Pro-Life Club’s bus, contact Felicity
Astfalk at fpastfalk@gmail.com or (717)-497-0080.

EGG Season 2026

40 & 480z Jif Creamy PB Goal: 1000 To Date: 288 Jgp

lew this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



RAISING DISCIPLES

Religious Education
Coordinator - Lisa Fortunato

12/21/25 - Group Christmas Party

12/07/25 - Class/Advent Penance Svc 3, 4 & 5
12/15/25 - Sacrament Forms due 2nd & 8th gr.
12/14/25 - Class/Advent Penance Svc 6, 7 & 8

ssbvm.org/Education
Ifortunato@ssbvm.org

Support the Heart of Mary Fund

The Heart of Mary Fund helps Seven
Sorrows BVM School provide tuition
assistance,  improve  academic
programs, and enhance the spiritual
and educational experience for every
student. Your generosity directly
strengthens our parish school and
supports families who desire a
Catholic education.

To make a gift, scan the QR code or visit
SevenSorrowsSchool.com and click

Thank you for investing in the future of

“Donate.”

our children!

RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS

The kingdom of heaven is at hand!" (Matthew 3:2)

SSBVM Catholic School
Principal - Angela Warner

Sevensorrowsschool.com
awarner@ssbvm.org

Seven Sorrows Distinguished Graduate Award

SCAN ME * Alumni of Seven Sorrows and other supporters
of our school are invited to nominate school
[_El E_] alumni for the annual Seven Sorrows
*r Distinguished Graduate Award. Award recipients
i) are notified during Catholic Schools Week and
E will be recognized and honored at the School
L _l Gala on March 21, 2026. Nominations are due by
January 5, 2026 via the online form where you
will also find a description of suggested nomination -
criteria. https://forms.gle/CgdDuvRooCmrgFrt9

After School Aide 3:30pm - 5:30pm any day Mon.- Fri.
Diocesan Clearances are needed. Contact principal Angela
Warner

John's call to prepare for Christ echoes in every family. In holy matrimony, love and faith creates the foundation
. where God's kingdom flourishes. Is God calling you to build a holy famlly? Ask Him to show you His way by
.praying for your (future) spouse and children. , :

* Talk to Father Sahd or reach out to Father Weaver at the Vocations Office at Frjweaver@hbgdiocese.org
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Business - LiFe
Home = Auto

A LARRY HESS reatmore
| ABR, THEHESS GROUP

M:717.875.0598 M EI‘lTE

KELLERWILLIAMS
0: 717.553.2500 N
139 Main St. East Petersburg, PA 17520 |'H E S 5|

K - Michele ﬁ) Hughes
A = utz
, /a?reations with (f//)u in mind

Flowers for all Occasions

131 Dock Street
Middletown, PA 17057

717-944-5425 3} YOUR DOWNSIZING

SOLUTION!

ADVERTISE
HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish. |=

Lisa Sparkman ~ 717-507-3766
Isparkman@diocesan.com

Brian MaHon
CIC, CRM, CCIC

LireLonG CaTHoOLIC

717-626-9262

WWW.IGLOOINS.COM

B EWTN.COM/RADIO

Global
Cathollc

) EWTN

717.468.2520

www.AI.ifeTrasitionervice.com

(1
D]
Get this bulletin

emailed to you
every week.

717.468.2520

2S.Union St.
Middletown, PA

Finouson

catholicmatchr
Pennsylvania %I,

$DISCOVERMASS |[eeliale][le] Y loi{el s ReTelsy Vool N

Simply go to
www.DM.CHURCH/3275

[} ]

Fa

...or scan =p [

TUNE IN §

The Businesses listed make this bulletin possibile.

Please support them when you can.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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A Seven Sevtows of the Blessed Vingin I
Mary’s Sunday Bulletin

You are invited to help support our Parish!

y

17.944.7015

Diocesan is proud to be printing

For opportunities to advertise, please call 800-233-8200.

717.944.7024 (fax)

Zachary E. Matinchek
Owner, Supervisor, Parishioner
zac@matinchekfh.com

Frank E. Matinchek

Founder, Parishioner

Family Owned & Operated Since 1961

www.matinchekanddaughterfuneralhome.com

Knights of Columbus
Msgr. GV Lentocha
Council 3501

s Middletown, PA
& 944-3133

kofc3501@sevensorrows.org

NOLL
FINANCIAL

SERVICES

Tim Noll CLU-ChFC

Crystal Pools, Inc.

Y ’r
APsP POQLS ¢ SPAS « ACCESSORIES @
www.crystalpoolsinc.com
Proudly Serving Central PA Since1964
4175 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022

Timede Mid Penn Glass!

260 E. Main St. Middletown, PA 17057

Foggy Window? Need a Mirror?
Custom Glass Job?
Etching for a Special Occasion?

(Call) ™ 517-575-2156

Locally Owned Since 1959

Find Our Ad at

Tami N Russo CPA-CFP

717-534-1837

Mount Joy, Pa

KarnsFoods.com

Comprehensive
Financial Planning

Investment Management
Long Term Care
Life Insurance

717-939-0968

NollFinancialServices.com

Joette M. Swartz, Realtor
Parishioner

RE/MAX Realty Select
Em Office: (717) 526-4300

' Cell: (717) 319-4152
Above RWM

¥ Crowd!

¢ HARRISBURG

EYE ASSOCIATES
« Cataract Surgery 4 ¢
N%ACCEP"NG « Diabetic Eye Exams
/_,/é_ﬁf/" Macular Degeneration §
+ Ophthalmology By =l .
Medical and Surgical Diseases of the Eye

n‘,’lve. Acl:cept WESH 4700 Union Deposit Road, Suite 220, Harrisburg, PA 17111
SRR Phone (717) 695-6326 + Fax (717) 695-6908 * www.harrisburgeyes.com

* Glaucoma Treatment ]

500 N Progress Ave.
Harrisburg, Pa 17109

TED BIE

&l

REALTOR
' ¥ Parishioner, Co-President of Off the Streets Midd/etoum
L ® 717-712-8077
717-920-3948 .
(®) tedbied @verizon.net ’

https//tedbied.com g

DRZYCKI

)

MIDDLETOWN TI

33 R Market St., Middletown
717-944-1925

Billy Stone, Owner
Seven Sorrows ‘89 Graduate

RE & ALIGNMENT

JN

Jacqueline A. Kelly, Esq., CELA
| (717) 731-9600
Cell: (717) 649-1079
i-kelly@hhgllp.com

Estate Planning
Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney
Living Wills, Elder Law
Estate/Trust Administration

HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING - PLUMBING
WELL PUMPS - WATER TREATMENT

M-F 7:30am-4:00pm
Emergency calls answered hy employees 24/7

e NDW

117-944-0132 - infoc@erlighty.com
PARISHIONERS

WHY CHOOSE US?
Trust us to provide reliable, efficient, and

Susan M. Korch pyp, ms

orch Orthodontics

e\

LLC &

| A
SKORGH

3 F -
sec/e Shine!

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

sustainable solutions for your home or business.

From heating and cooling to plumbing and
water systems, we ensure your peace of
mind and satisfaction at every step.
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