NAMES OF GOD

EL, ELOAH [el, el-oh-ah]: God "mighty, strong, prominent" (Nehemiah 9:17; Psalm 139:19) —
etymologically, El appears to mean “power” and “might” (Genesis 31:29). El is associated with

other qualities, such as integrity (Numbers 23:19), jealousy (Deuteronomy 5:9), and compassion
(Nehemiah 9:31), but the root idea of “might” remains.

ELOHIM [el-oh-heem]: God “Creator, Mighty and Strong” (Genesis 17:7; Jeremiah 31:33) — the
plural form of Eloah. Being plural, Elohim accommodates the doctrine of the Trinity. From the
Bible’s first sentence, the superlative nature of God’s power is evident as God (Elohim) speaks
the world into existence (Genesis 1:1).

EL SHADDAI [el-shah-dahy]: “God Almighty,” “The Mighty One of Jacob” (Genesis 49:24; Psalm
132:2,5) — speaks to God’s ultimate power over all.

ADONAI [ zedp’'nar; ah-daw-nahy]: “Lord” (Genesis 15:2; Judges 6:15) — used in place of YHWH,
which was thought by the Jews to be too sacred to be uttered by sinful men. In the Old
Testament, YHWH is more often used in God’s dealings with His people, while Adonai is used
more when He deals with the Gentiles.

YHWH / YAHWEH / JEHOVAH [yah-way / ji-hoh-veh]: “LORD” (Deuteronomy 6:4; Daniel 9:14) —
strictly speaking, the only proper name for God. Translated in English Bibles “LORD” (all
capitals) to distinguish it from Adonai, “Lord.” The revelation of the name is given to Moses “I
Am who | Am” (Exodus 3:14). This name specifies an immediacy, a presence. Yahweh is present,
accessible, near to those who call on Him for deliverance (Psalm 107:13), forgiveness (Psalm
25:11) and guidance (Psalm 31:3).

YAHWEH-JIREH [yah-way-ji-reh]: "The Lord Will Provide" (Genesis 22:14) — the name
memorialized by Abraham when God provided the ram to be sacrificed in place of Isaac.

YAHWEH-RAPHA [yah-way-raw-faw]: "The Lord Who Heals" (Exodus 15:26) — “l am Jehovah
who heals you” both in body and soul. In body, by preserving from and curing diseases, and in

soul, by pardoning iniquities.

YAHWEH-NISSI [yah-way-nee-see]: "The Lord Our Banner" (Exodus 17:15), where banner is
understood to be a rallying place. This name commemorates the desert victory over the

Amalekites in Exodus 17.

YAHWEH-M'KADDESH [yah-way-meh-kad-esh]: "The Lord Who Sanctifies, Makes Holy"
(Leviticus 20:8; Ezekiel 37:28) — God makes it clear that He alone, not the law, can cleanse His

people and make them holy.



YAHWEH-SHALOM [yah-way-shah-lohm]: "The Lord Our Peace" (Judges 6:24) —the name given
by Gideon to the altar he built after the Angel of the Lord assured him he would not die as he

thought he would after seeing Him.

YAHWEH-ELOHIM [yah-way-el-oh-him]: "LORD God" (Genesis 2:4; Psalm 59:5) —a combination
of God’s unique name YHWH and the generic word for “God” signifying that He is the Lord who
is God.

YAHWEH-TSIDKENU [yah-way-tzid-kay-noo]: "The Lord Our Righteousness” (Jeremiah 33:16) —
As with YHWH-M’Kaddesh, it is God alone who provides righteousness (from the Hebrew word

tsidkenu) to man, ultimately in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ, who became sin for us “that
we might become the Righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

YAHWEH-ROHI [yah-way-roh-hee]: "The Lord Our Shepherd" (Psalm 23:1) — After David
pondered his relationship as a shepherd to his sheep, he realized that was exactly the
relationship God had with him, and so he declares, “The Lord is my shepherd [Yahweh-Rohi]; |
shall not want” (Psalm 23:1, ESV).

YAHWEH-SHAMMAH [yah-way-sham-mahw]: "The Lord Is There” (Ezekiel 48:35) —the name
ascribed to Jerusalem and the Temple there, indicating that the once-departed glory of the Lord
(Ezekiel 8—11) had returned (Ezekiel 44:1-4).

YAHWEH-SABAOTH [yah-way-sah-bah-ohth]: "The Lord of Hosts" (Isaiah 1:24; Psalm 46:7) —
Hosts means “hordes,” both of angels and of men. He is Lord of the host of heaven and of the

inhabitants of the earth, of Jews and Gentiles, of rich and poor, master and slave. The name is
expressive of the majesty, power, and authority of God and shows that He is able to accomplish
what He determines to do.

EL ELYON [el-el-yohn]: “Most High" (Deuteronomy 26:19) — derived from the Hebrew root for
“go up” or “ascend,” so the implication is of that which is the very highest. El Elyon denotes
exaltation and speaks of absolute right to lordship.

EL ROI [el-roh-ee]: "God of Seeing" (Genesis 16:13) — the name ascribed to God by Hagar, alone
and desperate in the wilderness after being driven out by Sarah (Genesis 16:1-14). When Hagar
met the Angel of the Lord, she realized she had seen God Himself in a theophany. She also
realized that El Roi saw her in her distress and testified that He is a God who lives and sees all.

EL-OLAM [el-oh-lahm]: "Everlasting God" (Psalm 90:1-3) — God’s nature is without beginning or
end, free from all constraints of time, and He contains within Himself the very cause of time
itself. “From everlasting to everlasting, You are God” (Psalm 90:2).



EL-GIBHOR [el-ghee-bohr]: “Mighty God” (Isaiah 9:6) — the name describing the Messiah, Christ
Jesus, in this prophetic portion of Isaiah. As a powerful and mighty warrior, the Messiah, the
Mighty God, will accomplish the destruction of God’s enemies and rule with a rod of iron
(Revelation 19:15).

THE NAMES OF JESUS

Chief Cornerstone: (Ephesians 2:20) — Jesus is the cornerstone of the building which is His
church. He cements together Jew and Gentile, male and female—all saints from all ages and

places into one structure built on faith in Him which is shared by all.

Firstborn over all creation: (Colossians 1:15) — Jesus is not the first thing God created, as some
incorrectly claim, because verse 16 says all things were created through and for Christ. Rather,

the meaning is that Christ occupies the rank and pre-eminence of the first-born over all things,
that He sustains the most exalted rank in the universe; He is pre-eminent above all others; He is
at the head of all things.

Head of the Church: (Ephesians 1:22; 4:15; 5:23) — Jesus Christ, not a king or a pope, is the only

supreme, sovereign ruler of the Church—those for whom He died and who have placed their
faith in Him alone for salvation.

Holy One: (Acts 3:14; Psalm 16:10) — Christ is holy, both in his divine and human nature, and the
fountain of holiness to His people. By His death, we are made holy and pure before God.

Judge: (Acts 10:42; 2 Timothy 4:8) — The Lord Jesus was appointed by God to judge the world
and to dispense the rewards of eternity.

King of kings and Lord of lords: (1 Timothy 6:15; Revelation 19:16) — Jesus has dominion over all

authority on the earth, over all kings and rulers, and none can prevent Him from accomplishing
His purposes. He directs them as He pleases.

Light of the World: (John 8:12) — Jesus came into a world darkened by sin and shed the light of
life and truth through His work and His words. Those who trust in Him have their eyes opened

by Him and walk in the light.

Prince of peace: (Isaiah 9:6) — Jesus came not to bring peace to the world as in the absence of

war, but peace between God and man who were separated by sin. He died to reconcile sinners
to a holy God.

Son of God: (Luke 1:35; John 1:49) — Jesus is the “only begotten of the Father” (John 1:14). Used
42 times in the New Testament, “Son of God” affirms the deity of Christ.



Son of man: (John 5:27) — The phrase “Son of Man” emphasizes the humanity of Christ which
exists alongside His divinity. It is also a messianic title (Daniel 7:13-14; Mark 14:63).

Word: (John 1:1; 1 John 5:7-8) — The Word is the second Person of the triune God, who said it
and it was done, who spoke all things out of nothing in the first creation, who was in the
beginning with God the Father, and was God, and by whom all things were created.

Word of God: (Revelation 19:12-13) — This is the name given to Christ that is unknown to all but
Himself. It denotes the mystery of His divine person.

Word of Life: (1 John 1:1) — Jesus not only spoke words that lead to eternal life, but according to
this verse He is the very words of life, referring to the eternal life of joy and fulfillment which He
provides.

Names and titles of Jesus Christ — His position in the Trinity

Alpha and Omega: (Revelation 1:8; 22:13) — Jesus declared Himself to be the beginning and end

of all things, a reference to no one but the true God. This statement of eternality could apply
only to God.

Emmanuel: (Isaiah 9:6; Matthew 1:23) — Literally “God with us.” Both Isaiah and Matthew
affirm that the Christ who would be born in Bethlehem would be God Himself who came to
earth in the form of a man to live among His people.

| Am: (John 8:58, with Exodus 3:14) — When Jesus ascribed to Himself this title, the Jews tried to
stone Him for blasphemy. They understood that He was declaring Himself to be the eternal
God, the unchanging Yahweh of the Old Testament.

Lord of All: (Acts 10:36) — Jesus is the sovereign ruler over the whole world and all things in it, of
all the nations of the world, and particularly of the people of God’s choosing, Gentiles as well as
Jews.

True God: (1 John 5:20) — This is a direct assertion that Jesus, being the true God, is not only
divine, but is the Divine. Since the Bible teaches there is only one God, this can only be
describing His nature as part of the triune God.

Names and titles of Jesus Christ — His work on earth

Author and Perfecter of our Faith: (Hebrews 12:2) — Salvation is accomplished through the faith
that is the gift of God (Ephesians 2:8-9) and Jesus is the founder of our faith and the finisher of
it as well. From first to last, He is the source and sustainer of the faith that saves us.




Bread of Life: (John 6:35; 6:48) — Just as bread sustains life in the physical sense, Jesus is the
Bread that gives and sustains eternal life. God provided manna in the wilderness to feed His
people and He provided Jesus to give us eternal life through His body, broken for us.

Bridegroom: (Matthew 9:15) — The picture of Christ as the Bridegroom and the Church as His
Bride reveals the special relationship we have with Him. We are bound to each otherin a
covenant of grace that cannot be broken.

Deliverer: (Romans 11:26) — Just as the Israelites needed God to deliver them from bondage to
Egypt, so Christ is our Deliverer from the bondage of sin.

Good Shepherd: (John 10:11,14) — In Bible times, a good shepherd was willing to risk his own

life to protect his sheep from predators. Jesus laid down His life for His sheep, and He cares for
and nurtures and feeds us.

High Priest: (Hebrews 2:17) — The Jewish high priest entered the Temple once a year to make
atonement for the sins of the people. The Lord Jesus performed that function for His people
once for all at the cross.

Lamb of God: (John 1:29) — God’s Law called for the sacrifice of a spotless, unblemished Lamb
as an atonement for sin. Jesus became that Lamb led meekly to the slaughter, showing His
patience in His sufferings and His readiness to die for His own.

Mediator: (1 Timothy 2:5) — A mediator is one who goes between two parties to reconcile
them. Christ is the one and only Mediator who reconciles men and God. Praying to Mary or the
saints is idolatry because it bypasses this most important role of Christ and ascribes the role of
Mediator to another.

Rock: (1 Corinthians 10:4) — As life-giving water flowed from the rock Moses struck in the
wilderness, Jesus is the Rock from which flow the living waters of eternal life. He is the Rock
upon whom we build our spiritual houses, so that no storm can shake them.

Resurrection and Life: (John 11:25) — Embodied within Jesus is the means to resurrect sinners to

eternal life, just as He was resurrected from the grave. Our sin is buried with Him and we are
resurrected to walk in newness of life.

Savior: (Matthew 1:21; Luke 2:11) — He saves His people by dying to redeem them, by giving the
Holy Spirit to renew them by His power, by enabling them to overcome their spiritual enemies,
by sustaining them in trials and in death, and by raising them up at the last day.

True Vine: (John 15:1) — The True Vine supplies all that the branches (believers) need to
produce the fruit of the Spirit— the living water of salvation and nourishment from the Word.



Way, Truth, Life: (John 14:6) — Jesus is the only path to God, the only Truth in a world of lies,

and the only true source of eternal life. He embodies all three in both a temporal and an eternal
sense.



