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Order of Worship
September 27, 2026

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude: “Bourree #2” in C Major, JS Bach 

Lighting of the Candles

Centering Thought
"What can we do? We must live our lives. We shall live through the long 
procession of days before us, and through the long evenings; we shall 
patiently bear the trials that fate imposes on us; we shall work for others 
without rest, both now and when we are old; and when our last hour comes 
we shall meet it humbly... and there, beyond the grave, God will have pity on 
us. Ah, then, we shall see that bright and beautiful life; we shall rejoice and 
look back upon our sorrows here and we shall rest. We shall hear the angels. 
We shall see heaven shining like a jewel. We shall see all evil and all our pain 
sink away in the great compassion that shall enfold the world. Our life will be 
as peaceful and tender and sweet as a caress. I have faith; I have faith; (and) 
we shall rest." Anton Chekhov

Responsive Call to Worship
Come, let us worship the God of Heaven and earth, who became one of us, 
inviting us to be part of God's kingdom.
We come this morning, seeking a life that is free from excessive worry, 
caused by today's troubles and tomorrow's headlines.
Jesus bids us to come to him, to leave our troubles at God's altar of love, to 
forgive freely, and find new hope for each new day.
Lord, help us to live life in the Kingdom of God now, and in the life to 
come, where mercy and grace are our handmaidens.
Hear the word of the Lord: "Come unto me, all you that are weary and heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest."
By the power of the Holy Spirit, open our hearts to the fire of your love. 
Together, let us praise the God who loves us, forgives us, and calls to a life 
of kindness and generosity. Thanks be to God!

Opening Hymn #72 – “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”

Passing of the Peace
Leader: As Christ welcomed everyone, no matter what their background, no matter 
what their social status; as Christ welcomed enemies and friends, outcasts and 
leaders, foreigners and neighbors, let us open our hearts and homes and lives. Let us 
be Christ to everyone we meet. Peace be with you.

Congregation: And also, with you.

Leader: Now share the Peace of Christ with one another.
Joys and Concerns 



Silent Prayer, Pastoral Prayer

Lord’s Prayer (using debts/debtors)

Response
Hear our prayer O God. Hear our prayer O God.  
Incline Your ear to us and grant us Your peace. Amen.

Offering & Mission

Doxology #45
Praise God for love we all may share.
Praise God for beauty everywhere.
Praise God for hope of good to be.
Praise God for truth that makes us free. Amen.

Unison Prayer of Dedication
Holy God, as we worship you through our giving, we dedicate these gifts 
to the work of your kingdom come and our hope that your will be done in 
our community and world. Amen.

Hymn #68 “Though I May Speak

Scripture
Ezekiel 18: 25-32
Matthew 21: 28-32

Message: Who Goes to Heaven After All? 

Closing Hymn #12 - “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

Responsive Benediction
What signposts might God wish for us to see as we journey through life?  
God would have us live our lives fully, not putting off tomorrow, what we 
should do today; 
God reminds us that we must show the love of Christ to each person we meet 
today and in all of our tomorrows, 
For we will not pass this way again, we will not live this day again, and 
some people we will never see again;
We see the face of Christ in the most unlikely people that perhaps are hidden 
away by life's misfortunes; 
With God's help, we will alleviate life's misfortunes for others, see more of 
God's kingdom on earth, and one day be at peace when we wake up in 
eternity.

Response #345: “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”

Postlude: "The September of My Years", Van Heusen & Kahn (1965) 



Announcements
September 27, 2026

Peacham Congregational Church is an open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming all who earnestly seek faith and fellowship in Christ to share in the life, 
leadership, ministry, responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our church. We invite and 
welcome into our community people of every age, race, ability, economic and social 
status, nationality, faith background, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and 
expression, marital standing, and family structure.

How God is calling us to reach out to address the emerging challenges and 
opportunities of our community and congregation. We believe that we must walk 
with all in our community, helping to bring it together at a time when divisiveness as 
well as economic, cultural, and climate-related challenges are pulling us apart. 
Peacham is an exceptionally tight community, as the response to the July 2024 flood 
event showed, but many are lonely or shut-in, suffer from health conditions or feel 
excluded. We believe our Church has historically been and must continue to be a 
resource to promote community and reach out to those individuals in need of 
community support.

Coffee Hour today is hosted by Melissa Hough today. 

Today, we will hold our quarterly Council Meeting to continue our decision-making 
process regarding the annex. All are welcome to stay for this very important 
meeting. 

On the third Sunday of the month, coffee hour is an opportunity to share updates 
and answer questions about what’s happening at the Church. Please bring your 
ideas! If you’re unable to attend, questions or comments may be shared at 
peachammeetinghouse.org/contact. 

Our 3rd quarter mission is the Northeast Kingdom Asylum Seekers Assistance 
Network (NEKASAN). Asylum seekers have fled persecution and often violence in 
their own countries due to religion, politics, or sexual orientation. Many have 
undertaken long, arduous journeys to reach our border. They are referred to 
NEKASAN while they are being held in detention centers or homeless shelters across 
the U.S. Once here in the Northeast Kingdom, guests stay with paid host families or 
in rental apartments and receive monthly stipends to help with food and personal 
needs. We help them get access to health care and immigration lawyers and obtain 
work permits. Our goal is always to provide community and a road to self-sufficiency 
for these new Vermonters.

The Peacham Congregational Church collects food for the Danville Food Shelf every 
Sunday morning from 9-11 a.m. Food is collected in a basket at the back of the 
Sanctuary. During the week, donations of non-perishable food can be placed in the 
green bins on the covered walkway outside the kitchen door. Please note that the 



Food Shelf cannot use food that is beyond the expiration date or that has been 
opened.

The Danville Open Door Food Shelf is asking for the following weekly rotation of 
donations: 

1st Sunday - Bread
2nd Sunday - Butter
3rd Sunday - Cheese (8oz. blocks)
4th Sunday - Eggs
[5th Sunday - Cheese]

Upcoming Worship Schedule:
October 4 – Rev. Steve Winkler (Communion) 
October 11 – David Bullock
October 18 – Ed Nilson
October 25 – Ken Vos 

Information about Peacham Congregational Church

Weekly Worship – Sunday @ 9:30 a.m.

Join us online at peachamchurch.org/watch-us-live-on-sunday 

For general inquiries, email information@peachamchurch.org 

Church Admin........................Patty Gardner
Collector.................................................Ann Goss
Sexton.......................................................Jeff Lane

Treasurer.................................Bruce Westcott
Accompanist ......................Bruce Westcott
Web Ministry.................Jonathan R. Potter

Church Council President & Moderator ...........................................................................John Marshall
Administrative Staff………………………………………………………………..….. Meghan Hovey, Emma Kaplan

Deacons: Susan Chandler, Chris Danielson, Carolyn Deasy,
Patty Gardner, Anita Vann, Rick Witt, Bruce Maclean, Deacon Emeritus

mailto:information@peachamchurch.org
https://www.peachamchurch.org/watch-us-live-on-sunday







