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Order of Worship 

December 21, 2025 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude - "O Sanctissima" -- a traditional Sicilian song, arranged by C. Gurlitt 
 

Invitation to Worship: 
One: To love is the greatest gift. 
It is a surrender to God’s holy power. 
 
Many: God loves us, despite our mistakes. 
We pray for the boldness to hope! 
 
One: To be loved by God is the right of every living being. 
God’s love is the sun and the rain; it is the beginning and the end of all. 
 
Many: God loves us, even when we hurt one another. 
We pray for the strength to bring reconciliation and peace. 
 
One: God’s love is given freely. 
God demands nothing from us, yet knows we are capable of goodness. 
 
Many: God loves us in the midst of crisis and sorrow. 
We pray to share a vision of joy. 
 
One: Love is a sacred vow God has made to us – 
a rainbow in the sky and a baby in the manger. 
 
Many: God loves us just as we are, 
and we give thanks and whisper amen. 
 
Opening Hymn: # 404 – Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 
Unison Invocation 
Emmanuel, we come today with arms wide open, ready to meet your precious son. Your love 
for us is so full that you sent a fragile babe to share your holy word, knowing that he would 
face human pain. Open us, God! Prepare us for his coming, that we may be messengers of 
your abundant love, and act to ease the suffering of all. 
 
First Reading: Selection from John O’Donohue’s poem “In Praise of Fire” 
As short as the time 
From spark to flame, 
So brief may the distance be 
Between heart and being. 
 
May we discover 
Beneath our fear 
Embers of anger 
To kindle justice. 
 

May courage 
Cause our lives to flame, 
In the name of the Fire, 
And the Flame 
And the Light. 



 

 

Lighting the Candle of Love 
Family: The Surat Family 
Today we light the Candle of Love. 
 

Reader 1: 
Over the past few weeks, 
we have sparked the light 
of hope, peace, and joy. 
Now, we come to love, 
which binds all of these together. 
 

Reader 2: 
Each strand is braided 
gently into an image of God 
who protects, encourages, and endures. 
 

Reader 1: 
Just as we await the birth 
of our savior in the manger, 
God waits on us, watches over us, 
and sends us out into the world 
to do as Jesus did – 
Reader 2: 
to care for our neighbors, 
to give freely to those in need, 
to call out tyranny, 
to face down injustice – 
knowing that God is with us. 
 
People: 
We are loved. 
We are love.                                               
 
Anthem – Carol of the Bells – Words by Peter Wilhousky, Music M. Leontovitch 
     - Arr. Patrick Liiebergen 
Passing of the Peace 
Leader: Christ said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” In the Spirit of 
Christ, Peace be with you. 
 

Congregation: And also with you. 
 
Leader: Now share in the Peace of Christ with one another. 
 
Joys & Concerns 
 
Moment of Silence, Pastoral Prayer & the Lord’s Prayer (Debts/Debtors) 
 
Congregational Response #278 – “Hear Our Prayer, O God” 
Hear our prayer O God. Hear our prayer O God.  
Incline Your ear to us and grant us Your peace. Amen. 
 

Offering & Mission (CWS) Invitation to Generosity 
Invitation to Generosity  



 

God has told us love flows from the hand we extend in connection, in support, and in giving. 
Whatever we have to offer, let us bring forth the true joy of this season and give as much as we 
are able. 
 
Doxology #46 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 
 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Love and Light of the world, we give you thanks for these gifts. We give you thanks for the 
ability to share your divine love in a tangible form with our siblings around the world. 
Amen 
 
Hymn # 114 O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 
Scripture Reading - Isaiah 7:10-16   
 
Message: “Let It Be Deep” 
 
Hymn # 129 Of Eternal Love Begotten 
 
Responsive Benediction 
Let us go out into the world with the extravagance of God’s love in our hearts! Let us savor the 
moments of joy, whether from the excitement of the season or the peace of a deeply feeling spirit.  
 
We are messengers of hope in a waiting world. 
Amen 
 
Response #345– God Be with You Til We Meet Again, vs. 1  
 
Postlude – "Christmas Time is Here" -- Mendelson & Guaraldi (1966) 
 
Anonymous. Nativity, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.  https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=56354 [retrieved December 15, 2025]. Original source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/genvessel/537858093 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Announcements 

December 21, 2025 
 
Our 4th quarter mission is Church World Service. If you would like to donate to CWS please indicate on your 
check in the memo line “CWS”. 
 
The Danville Open Door Food Shelf is asking for Bread.  Next week: eggs. 
 
We will hold two Christmas Eve Service: 
 
4:15 pm – A Contemplative Christmas Vigil.  
 
6:30 pm Family Service with Peacham Children singing and the Community Choir, as well as the church 
choir.  A time for the children; the Christmas Story told by Scripture and Carols, ending with candlelight and 
singing Silent Night. 
 

 
 12/21/25 Nicole Klosterman – 4th Sunday of Advent 
   Coffee Hour – Susan Chandler 
   Advent participants – The Surat Family 

12/28/25 Nicole Klosterman 
   Coffee Hour –  
    

 
Interim Pastor……………….Nicole Klosterman (802)-227-4956 
Email: peachamchurchpastor@gmail.com 

 
Please contact Nicole to schedule a visit or call. 

Mon - availability varies 
Tues 11 am - 2:30 pm 
Weds - unavailable 
Thurs - availability varies 
Fri 9-11 am 

Here is a link to schedule a pastoral care visit with 
Nicole: https://calendly.com/peachamchurchpastor/30min 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

                                    



 

 


