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Order of Worship 
November 30, 2025 

 
Nicole Klosterman 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude Advent Hymn (Wellington) -- George Weissel (1590-1635): 
"Lift up your heads ye mighty gates, Behold the King of Glory waits." 
 

Invitation to Worship 
One: As the sun rises on this new season, we turn within 
and ask God to renew hope in each one of us. 

Many: For the sake of my relatives and friends, proclaim with joy, 
“Let us go to the house of our God and find hope within!” 

One: Though the days are hard, and the news, grim, 
We turn to our siblings here asking them to trust God, 
as we have so many times in the past. 

Many: For the sake of my relatives and friends, we proclaim with joy, 
“Peace be within the walls of this house, 
that our hope might spread beyond!” 

One: In our fears and our desperation, in our exhaustion and our pain, 
God wraps us in bands of hope, holding us together 
so we may continue the struggle for justice and peace. 

Many: For the sake of my relatives and friends, we proclaim with joy, 
“I will seek all that is good within the house of God, 
and I will carry it with me wherever I go!” 
 

Opening Hymn: # 114 O Come O Come Emmanuel 
 

Invocation (unison) 
Emmanuel, we come here today to renew ourselves in the generosity of God’s hope. 
We will climb the mountain hand in hand so that we may learn again of God’s promise 
to be with us, both in the valley and on the peaks. Let us set down our despair and rest 
in the light of God until we are renewed! 

First Reading: Selection from John O’Donohue’s poem “In Praise of Fire” 
 

Let us praise the grace and risk of Fire. 
 
In the beginning, 
The Word was red, 
And the sound was thunder, 
And the wound in the unseen 



Spilled forth the red weather of being. 
 
In the name of the Fire, 
The Flame 
And the Light: 
Praise the pure presence of fire 
That burns from within 
Without thought of time. 
 
Lighting the Candle of Hope 
Family: Today, we light the candle of Hope.  Family: Katherine Siner, Wren and Louisa 
 

Reader 1: We think of Hope as anticipation of something future, 
but in truth, Hope can be the incarnation of trust. 
 
Reader 2: We trust in our Wonderful Counselor – 
that when we seek guidance, we will find answers. 
We trust that when we are exhausted, 
our Emmanuel will send someone 
to carry our burdens for a while. 
We trust our Creator to renew our faith in community, 
in the goodness of others, 
and in the power of our empathy and action. 
 
People: We trust in our Beloved God, that, when everything around us 
seems too difficult, too broken, too devastating 
for us to put to rights on our own, 
Hope will appear, and we rush forward, 
arms open wide to receive grace. 

 
Anthem – TBA 
 

Passing of the Peace 
Pastor: As Christ welcomed everyone, no matter what their background, no matter what 
their social status; as Christ welcomed enemies and friends, outcasts and leaders, 
foreigners and neighbors, let us open our hearts and homes and lives. Let us be Christ to 
everyone we meet. Peace be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Now share the Peace of Christ with one another. This can be done with a smile, a 
wave, or a handshake, and the words, Peace be with you. 
 

Joys & Concerns 
Prayer of Hope & the Lord’s Prayer 
Peace before us 
Peace before us, peace behind us, 
Peace under our feet. 
Peace within us, peace over us, 
Let all around us be peace. 
Light before us, light behind us, 



Light under our feet. 
Light within us, light over us, 
Let all around us be light. 
Love before us, love behind us, 
Love under our feet. 
Love within us, love over us, 
Let all around us be love. 
Christ before us, Christ behind us, 
Christ under our feet. 
Christ within us, Christ over us, 
Let all around us be Christ. 

David Haas (based on a Navaho prayer) 
 

Response 
Hear our prayer O God. Hear our prayer O god.  
Incline Your ear to us and grant us Your peace. Amen. 
 
Offering & Mission (CWS) Invitation to Generosity 
Hope is not only fuel that sustains our spirits. Hope lives within the tangible gifts we give 
each week to support the most vulnerable among us. In our generosity, we act on God’s 
behalf, ensuring the needs of our community are met. 
 

Doxology #46 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 
 

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Beloved Creator, we offer these gifts to you in the spirit of Hope. We place our trust in 
you and in those who faithfully care for your people, that these gifts will be used to 
protect and uplift those who are in need. Help us to remember our role to act as agents 
of your grace each and every day. 
Amen 
 

Hymn# 224 Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart 

Scripture Reading 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

Message – "We're Expecting"   
 

Closing Hymn # 160 - Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
 
RESPONSIVE  
When we leave this place today, let us carry the flame of Hope within us, no matter 
how small it may seem.  
We feed it with the knowledge that God’s love is incendiary.  
Our Beloved’s breath blows through us, allowing the flames to rise and catch and give us 
strength all the days of our lives.  
Amen. 
 

Response #345– God Be with You Til We Meet Again, vs. 1  
 



Postlude "What Child is This?" (Traditional) -- arr: Vince Guaraldi 
Service Credits:  Raised Above: Service Prayers for the First Sunday of Advent Year A was written by the Maria 
Mankin. Cover Image Used by permission: Mary’s Song © 2016  © Lauren Wright Pittman       
www.lewpstudio.com. 

 
Announcements 

November 30, 2025 
 
Our 4th quarter mission is Church World Service. If you would like to donate to CWS please indicate on your 
check in the memo line “CWS”. 
 
The Danville Open Door Food Shelf is asking for 2 LB. Block of Cheese. 
 
If you haven’t done so already, please don’t forget to return your annual pledge envelope.  The Business 
Committee is counting on early returns so they can begin preparing for the 2026 Budget. 
 
We will hold an additional Christmas Eve Service on 12/24 at 4:15 pm – A Contemplative Christmas Vigil. More 
details will be forthcoming.  We will also hold our regular 6:30 pm Family Service. 
 

11/30/25 Nicole Klosterman – 1st Sunday of Advent 
  Advent participants: Katherine Siner w/Wren & Louisa 
  Coffee Hour: Patty, Anita & Carolyn 
12/3/25 6:00 pm - Memory Tree Lighting and soup/sandwich meal 
12/4/25  PCH – Annual Meeting in Social Hall 
12/5/25  North Country Chorus sings Handel’s Messiah 
12/6/25  North Country Chorus sings Handel’s Messiah 
12/7/25  John Morris – 2nd Sunday of Advent  
  Coffee Hour: Nancy & Brad Toney 

Advent participants: Deasy & Hovey Families 
  

3:00 p.m. North Country Chorus – Handel’s Messiah 
12/13/25 Food Drive 
Interim Pastor……………….Nicole Klosterman (510)-452-0285 
Email: peachamchurchpastor@gmail.com 

 

Nicole's availability for scheduled visits: 
Mon 1-2:30 
Tues 11-2:30 
Fri 8:45-11 

Here is a link to schedule a 45 min pastoral care visit with Nicole using days listed 
above: https://calendly.com/peachamchurchpastor/30min 

Nicole will be available the Wednesday before Thanksgiving in the morning from 8-11. 
 
 



 





 


