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Updating the heroines

Couple writes realistic romances about professional women

By Kay Longcope
Globe Staff

Antonia James, 27, was
determined to become a
partner In her Chicago CPA

firm. She had fought her
way up and, "hungry as
ever,” could view the top

through the clouds. So what
if a promotion over her
flance ruined nuptial plans?
She shivered at her narrow
escape from such chauvin-
iIsm.,

Sound like grist for a
novelist's mi]l?

It is.

James Is the main character in "Power Play,"
a novel aboul a contemporary career woman who
also wants a fulfilling personal life. The book,
published this summer by Avon Books of New
York, was written by Andrea Edwards, a pseud-
onym for coauthors Anne and Ed Kolaczyk of Kil-
deer, 11,

"Our heroines are all competent, professional
waomen who, like all working women, walk a tight-
rope,” sald Ed Kolaczyk, 48, in a telephone inter-
view. ""They have o balance the requiremients of
dr‘mnndingmrqu with their own needs as wom
en.

Kolaczvk . Anne + Ed

Anne Kolaczyk, 34, a former teacher who
turned to writing romance novels in 1976 because
she was bored with het role as wife and mother,
saild, ""We are portraying a very large segment of
the population that has not had its problems and
hopes explored in fiction. Too many women dealt

‘with in books are either the villalnous type or the

typical romance heroine who Is dependent upon a
man. The storles we write reflect a more realistic
view of how women see their lives.”

The subliminal message, said her husband, a
former IBM employee, Is that "it's normal for
women to want other things than just being wives
and mothers. That's what | know from spending
23 years In the corporate world.”

Books about women and work are not new,
sald Ann Whalen, a buyer for the Paperback
Booksmith outlet in Brookline. As examples, she
cites Louisa May Alcott’s "Work,” Virginia
Woolf's “Night and Day,” Margaret Drabble's
“The Middle Ground,” and three books by Gall

Godwin: “A Mother and Two Daughters,” “'Odd
Woman' and "Violet Clay."”
What's new - "'an '80s phenomenon’ - {s that

novelists "are taking into consideration women's
competition with men” in the workplace, Whalen
said. ""The other books are concerned with women
making a home or having a career, Even Henry
James' "The Bostonians' has that aspect to it."
AUTHORS, Page 80

Anne and Ed Kolaczyk at home in Kildeer, .
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Drexler, aald Rosenhaum,
“"wanis to be a srnlop vice preal-
dent and hold a poaltiin on the
honrd of directora. She's compet
ing, of conrae, with her lover,
There'a nlwaya anme love Inter-
et ‘

“I ean see this being an ofl-
shoot of the romance ayndrome,”
anid Glida DBruckman of New
Woarda, a frminiat bookstore In
Cambridge. "1 pan ace two possi-
hilitiea emerging: elther a reallatic
portrayal of women In a variety of
profeasions wha want fulfiliing
peraonal llvea, or feminiat back
lnsh works an women [(ighting
thetr way to the top and realizing
it'a not what they wanted at all.”

Anne Kolaczyk aald the books
she writes with her hushand “'re
flect g renliatic view of how wom-
e mee thelr Hvea ™

“"Power Play’’ follows "'Now
Comen the Spting,” publiahed In
May 1983 It s about a female
newapaper photographer romant|
cally linked to a reporter, nelther
nf whom believe they can have
chikyen,

A third novel, "All Too Soon.”
will be published In January. “It's
about a 3B-year-old woman who
haa riaen {0 a high corporate posi-
tion and, all of a sudden, heara the
blological clock,” explatned Ed Ko-
Inczyk. “She haa to decide wheth-
er {0 have a child on her own or
not. Our fourth book will treat n
profeaafonal woman who {8 a sin-

gle parent caring for a 10-year-old

snn while compeling In a high-4

pressure computer company.”’

Cnleen O'Shea, an Avon publi-
clat, anid In a telephone Interview
that “the Kolaczyka have good vi-
slon about mature women with
educated backgrounds who are
nble and eager to make deciglons
about their llves In a carporate
actiing This speaks to the heart
of what women are doing day-to-
day. The first book sold well and
encouraged us to pursue addition-
al booka."’

The Kolaczyks stressed that

‘they're writing this particular

kind of novel because most fiction
doea not deal with reallastic con-
cerna of women trying to balance
perannal and profesaional lives,

Anne Kolaczyk aald she prefers
writing theae books to romances,
which she and her hushand also
write for Avon. "In romances, the
women put up with a great deal
hecanse they're dependent on
men, emotionally and financially,
I wouldn't put up with what they
do. 1 ltke to show a more balanced
picture of women. I think there's a
market for this type of book be-
eanae profeaajonal women can re-
Iate to them, ™

A native of Elmhurst, 111, Anne
Kolaczyk taught elementary
school for several years before
marrying in 1972. Four years lat-
er, "to get out of the house,” she
took a creative writing course. By
that time, the couple had adopted
three children, now 14, 10 and 8.

“I was basically bored,” she —

sald. "I baked bread constantly
becanse 1t takes time, 1 volun-
teered In school, church, but (t
wasn't challenging my mind. |

“tried crafta because I am good at

sewing, but that returned nothing
but frustration.”

She first astarted writing short
storles and, after selling one to the
Chicago Sun-Times, decided to try
her hand at romances. In no time,
it seemed, she had written and
published eight. “Then the mar-
ket dried up, my agent quit and |
was stranded.”

In 1981, her husband, who was
critical of the one-dimensional
women portrayed in her romance
novels, suggested that they try
writing together about women at-
tempting to balance personal and
professional lives. A year ago, he
quit his job of 23 years as a tele-
ccmmunications specialist with
IBM to write full time with his
wife.

“"We study women's affairs ex-
tensively,” he sald. "We have a
bunch of files on professional
women and how they're making It
or not, We also keep an eye on
popularized literature and how
women are being portrayed. In too
many cases, they are portrayed as
spastics, doing jobs well but Im-
mobilized when the ‘hero’ appears
and their bodies go Into all kinds
of vibrations,

"In our books, the heroine gets
the hero — not because they need
him, but because they want him.

We think that's a more realistic £

portrayal of women today."
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