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• Staff Institute Day went very well. The customer service training in the morning was well 
presented and well received by staff. While I consider EPL staff to be excellent stewards of great 
service, it is always good to hear from others about techniques they use to elevate the customer 
service experience and help both patrons and fellow staff members feel even more valued. 

After lunch, staff participated in a team-building exercise that provided an opportunity to 
interact with staff from different departments. These exercises are always popular and help staff 
build connections with other team members. 

All in all, it was a wonderful day and a great opportunity for staff to learn, connect, and have 
some fun together. 

• We had another tornado warning this week, making this the third time this season that we’ve 
had to shelter in the basement with patrons. The Library was especially busy this time, as the 
warning occurred on a Tuesday during storytime. There were approximately 80 children and 
caregivers in storytime alone, in addition to everyone else in the building. 

The basement was crowded, and the warning lasted for about 45 minutes. Everyone handled 
the situation very well, and we’re hoping this is the last tornado warning we have to deal with 
this season! 

• The Kids’ Library did a bit of renovating this week, removing one of the large book stacks to 
open up additional space for seating and play. This is part of their vision for creating a section 
specifically designed for elementary school-age children. 

I love seeing the Kids’ Library respond to patron needs in creative ways by rethinking how we 
use our existing spaces. It’s a great example of how we can make meaningful improvements 
without a major renovation. 
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Assistive Tools Collection: 
Our newest collection, Assistive 
Tools, is part of the Library of 
Extraordinary Things. This 
collection for people with disabilities 
includes 3D-printed access tools, a 
braille Uno set, a magnifier, adult 
communication cards, a talking aid 
board and more. 

Make Your Summer Count, 
EPL Adult & Teen Summer 
Reading 2026 
Nearly 500 patrons made their 
summer count by participating in the 
2026 adult and teen summer reading 
program.  They were invited to win 
prizes by reading and also 
participating in the Library in most 
any other way.  340 patrons logged 
books, 187 logged activities.  70 
patrons also competed for the all-in 
bonus prize by having their whole 
household pariticipate in summer 
reading. 

Pop-up Programs 
Lauren Watson tried a pop-up 
craft on the 2nd floor, inviting 
patrons to make pompom cacti
(above). We also offered pop-
ups in July on eContent, Reader 
Personality Test, Spin the prize 
wheel, and playing card dolls.  
These programs helped raise 
awareness of Adult and Teen 
Summer Reading which 
increased participation. 

Passive 
Programs 
In July the 2nd 
floor was filled 
with passive 
programs.  
Patrons were 
invited to find 
hidden objects, 
participate in 
the community 
quilt, join a 
scavenger hunt 
(left), answer 
local history 
trivia, do a 
color by 
number, join a 
readathon, 
accept a 
reading 
challenge and 
more. 

Outreach to the Indigo of Elmhurst 
Hayley Rightnowar and Rachael Mason 
teamed up for an outreach visit to the Indigo 
Memory Care Facility where they ran a 
requested Christmas in July program as part 
of the Indigo’s ongoing week of Christmas 
themed activities. 



Programming 

July began and ended with celebrations.  At the start, we wished a Happy 250th  Birthday to America with a variety 
of activities. Kids made a fun patriotic themed hat, took a short quiz to test U.S. history knowledge, measured their 
wingspan compared to an American Eagle, put together a floor puzzle of the United States, and a completed a 
special patriotic scavenger hunt. 

 
The month ended with the Summer Reading Wrap Up Party, which included a concert by Miss Jamie on the Farm, 
face painters, a temporary tattoo station, a scavenger hunt, crafts, the prize wheel, and delicious cookies.  We had a 
great group of both middle school and high school volunteers, which helped the event go smoothly.   
 
The Summer Reading Program officially ended on July 31, but we continued to have a few check-ins through August 
10.  A total of 2265 children read for 10 days and 1580 completed the whole program.  The feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive with patrons liking the prizes, the re-designed reading log, and the many registered and 
passive programming options on offer.   
 

 
Community Connections 
 
Twenty curious K-2nd graders learned about the importance of bees 
during the Pollinator Power program on July 9. Roger Law, a regular 
storytime attendee and local bee keeper, brought in some bees, 
handed out wax straight from the comb, and even let the kids taste 
some honey.  Law has experience with this age group and did an 
amazing job. 
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Middle School Volunteers 
 
There was great middle school engagement at the library this 
summer. In July, 55 volunteers worked for 243 hours staffing the 
summer reading program desk, assisting with storytimes and other 
programming, and completing clerical tasks such as sticker cutting 
and booklist folding.   Nearly half of these volunteers attended the 
volunteer wrapup party, where they had a great time eating pizza, 
playing games, and doing crafts. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Back to School with Camp Kinder 
 
Camp Kinder had a record 22 kids registered this year with an average of 19 attending each of three days.  Each day 
is designed to help the kids practice the classroom skills they would be expected to have in Kindergarten. There are  
two pretend “field trips” to practice lining up and walking quietly, as they would have to do in school hallways, going 
outside for our nature scavenger hunt and on a behind-the-scenes tour of Circulation. The camp also covers 
classroom etiquette such as raising hands before talking, sneezing in your sleeve, and asking to go to the bathroom. 
A carefully curated Kindergarten readiness packet went home on the first day, providing additional materials to 
review and practice skills.  
 

 
 
 
 

Camp Kinder Circle Time 

with Miss Katie 

Middle School Volunteer Assisting 

with Pretend Field Trip 

26 middle schoolers attended the party 



 
 
Upcoming Space Changes 
 
We are excited to be doing some space repurposing to add a designated area for elementary school children and to 
create additional space for the birth to age 5 set.  Below is an artistic rendering of the newly expanded area outside 
of the Learning Garden, which has more space after removing some shelves.  This area will feature the AWE 
computers, a doll house, and a large-piece puzzle as well as the light table.  Below is an artistic rendering by Kelsey 
Wilcoxon.   

 
 

 
 

 



 

July Marketing Topics included:  

Summer Reading Party (video) 
For Families. Celebrate the end of Summer Reading at the Plant a 
Seed, Read Wrap-Up Party! Enjoy music, face painting, and a sweet 
treat as we celebrate our summer readers! 

Watch the latest Inside Scoop video to learn more about this year’s 
Kids’ Summer Reading program and much more! elmlib.org/youtube 

Digital Titles at EPL (video) 
Have you ever wondered how eBooks and audiobooks work at the 
Library? EPL's Digital Collections Librarian takes you behind the scenes 
to explain what it really means when popular titles have long hold lists, 
tricks for skipping the line, and ways to filter your search to find 
eBooks, audiobooks, movies, and TV shows that are available right 
away. elmlib.org/youtube  
  

Mazey Moment: Read Outside (video) 
Mazey hopes you are making the most of your warm summer days. 
Can you guess what she enjoys doing? Find out by visiting elmlib.org/
youtube. 
  

Chicago Tribune Digital Access 
NEW! Chicago Tribune Digital Access is the latest addition to the 
Library's digital resources. 
  
Access it through the link on our website, found on the Download and 
Stream page or the databases page. To receive a 24-hour access code, 
enter your library card number and PIN. 
  

  

Here are a few sample screenshots of our online presence from July:  
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eNews from 07/02

http://elmlib.org/youtube
http://elmlib.org/youtube
http://elmlib.org/youtube
http://elmlib.org/youtube
https://f932gy91.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Flibraryaware.com%2F3DD6X6%3FSID=8e200d88-25f0-4d75-9305-fbef6e2e0f0c/2/0100019f4689ecc9-5eeb2bb5-36c3-46ff-b89d-b8568a15758d-000000/IcFnhwxJNJGeXo95WQZpijUFktI=473
https://f932gy91.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Flibraryaware.com%2F3DD6X7%3FSID=8e200d88-25f0-4d75-9305-fbef6e2e0f0c/1/0100019f4689ecc9-5eeb2bb5-36c3-46ff-b89d-b8568a15758d-000000/DBm1eDW34xVlxzWbaNYbxO4Sz0k=473
https://f932gy91.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Flibraryaware.com%2F3DD6X7%3FSID=8e200d88-25f0-4d75-9305-fbef6e2e0f0c/1/0100019f4689ecc9-5eeb2bb5-36c3-46ff-b89d-b8568a15758d-000000/DBm1eDW34xVlxzWbaNYbxO4Sz0k=473
https://f932gy91.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Flibraryaware.com%2F3DD6X8%3FSID=8e200d88-25f0-4d75-9305-fbef6e2e0f0c/1/0100019f4689ecc9-5eeb2bb5-36c3-46ff-b89d-b8568a15758d-000000/qdHdgLWSnL-atG8DFMH9A8AXo_0=473


July’s YouTube  Analytics 

July’s Most Watched YouTube Video:  

Kids’ Summer Reading Program  



July’s Instagram Posts with the Most Likes 



July’s Facebook Analytics 

July’s Facebook Post with the Highest Engagement



July 2026Makery Department Report

Lead Makery Specialist Jen Kryczka has been hard at work 
updating Makery items in the Library of Extraordinary 
Things. Her latest efforts were concentrated on the 
knitting and crochet kits. Pictured above are her 
handmade tool rolls. She fashioned  these in the Makery 
to hold crochet hooks for the newly revamped crochet 
kits.

The Weaving for Beginners program drew 20 patrons 
lead by Makery staff Angelina Mazenko, Leslie LeResche, 
and Jen Kryczka. Patrons all got to leave with their own 
3D printed loom so they could continue working on their 
projects after the program. It was a great collaborative 
effort to print so many tools throughout the month!

Watercolor on wood combined laser etching, watercolor, 
and a study of artist Mary Cassatt whose work will be 
on exhibition at the Art Institute of Chicago beginning in 
September. 20 patrons visited the Makery throughout 
the month to etch a design onto a wooden canvas and 
then water color that design in the style of the artist.

After weeks out of order, the embroidery machine was 
repaired by Makery Specialist Angelina Mazenko! We 
consulted our repair tech, ran inumerable tests, and 
encountered much frustration. In the end, Angelina 
finally found the source of the problem. We tightened 
some screws and voila - fixed! 

LIBRARY OF EXTRAORDINARY THINGS

3D PRINTED LOOMS INSPIRED BY MARY CASSATT

EMBROIDERY REPAIR

This 
Month

Last 
Month

Last 
Year

People
Counter 2,363 2,710 2,143

Equipment 
Reservations 255 285 180

3D 
Prints 131 151 89



Adult Programs Primary Event Type Attendance Sessions

Abraham Lincoln: A New Birth of Freedom America 250, Civic 99 1
Adult Book Discussion: A Room with a View  by E. M.  Forster Book Discussion 12 2
Ageless Grace Enrich 15 1
American Mah Jongg: Open Play Games 109 5
Art Therapy Night Create 20 1
Bingo Games 13 1
Board and Card Games Open Play Games 6 1
Bridge and Pinochle Games 83 4
Cable Options and Reducing Robocalls Consumer 14 1
Canasta: Open Play Games 42 3
Canning & Preserving Basics Common Connection 43 1
Chair Yoga Health and Wellness 58 2
Ciao Italia Enrich 10 1
Coloring and Conversation Create 7 1
Countdown to 250: Celebrating Our Freedom America 250 23 1

Culture Club: Memorials in Washington, D.C. America 250 28 1

eContent Promos Summer Reading 1 1
Family Art Day America 250 270 4

For Mystery Lovers: Mother-Daughter Murder Night  by Nina Simon Book Discussion 8 1
Friday Features: A League of Their Own Movies 47 4
Genealogy: American Ancestors America 250 16 1
Great Decisions Enrich 16 1
GreenMan Theatre Presents: Road Trip Stories Enrich 81 1
Heroes on the Air Enrich 17 1

In Stitches Create 5 1
Intro to A.I. Technology 14 1
Intro to Filipino Cuisine Enrich 30 1
Library Insiders: No Shush Movie Library Insiders 18 1
Library Insiders: Plant a Seed Library Insiders 12 1
Lincoln's Portrait America 250 13 1
Lobby Drop-in: Try Using a Quill Pen America 250 44 1
Lobby Pop-Up: Ask a Master Gardener Common Connection 25 1
Macramé Plant Hangers Common Connection 19 2
Meditation for Peace and Well-Being Enrich 4 1
Memory Cafe Enrich 13 1
Next Chapter Book Club Inclusive 43 4
Outreach Visit: Indigo of Elmhurst 26 1
Patriotic Pinwheels Summer Reading 50 1

Photoshop Elements Technology 3 1
Plant Swap Common Connection 15 1
Plug In & Play Enrich 6 1
Pompom Cactuses Create 6 1
Prize Wheel Summer Reading 39 1
Reading Personality Tests Summer Reading 10 1
Resume Review Career & Job Hunting 2 1
Route 66: From Chicago to St. Louis America 250 83 1
Scrabble Games 10 2
Silent Book Club Books and Authors 10 1
Sketching Elmhurst: Sistine Touch Sculpture Create 5 1

PROGRAM STATISTICS July 2026



Staying Mentally Fit Inclusive 7 1
The Great Outdoors Book Discussion Series: Death Comes for the 

Archbishop  by Willa Cather Book Discussion 6 1
Watercolor: Garden Grown Create 28 2
Weaving for Beginners Create 20 2
TOTALS 1,604 77

Makery Program Primary Event Type Attendance Sessions
BYOC (Bring Your Own Craft) Create 8 1
Engrave a Wine Bottle Create 6 1
Laser Engrave a Glass Create 7 1
Makery Craft: Watercolor on Wood Create 14 1
Makery Drop In Craft 207 1

Sew a Tote Create 8 1

Sublimate a Baby Bib Create 6 1
TOTALS 256 7

Teen Programs Primary Event Type Attendance Sessions
Color & Chill Create, Gather, Teen 10 2
Teen Crafternoon: Keychain Charms Create, Gather, Teen 3 1
Teen Take & Make Create 24 1
TOTALS 37 4

Middle School Programs Primary Event Type Attendance Sessions
DIY Mini Moss Garden Arts and Culture 17 1
Middle School Influencers Gather 9 1
Middle School Makers: Sticker Studio Create 10 1
Volunteer party Gather 26 1
TOTALS 62 4

Kids' Library Programs Primary Event Type Attendance Sessions
C.I.T.Y. of Support Playgroup Family, Inclusive 24 1
Camp Kinder Early Learning 56 3
Design a Dream Park Create 17 1
El Mago Magic Show Enrich 139 1
Family Trivia Night Games 14 1
Kids' Chess Club Games 15 1
Lobby Pop Up Craft Create 111 1
Make with Me: Garden Flags Makery 24 1
Minecraft Grass Blocks STEAM 16 1
Miss Jamie's Garden Friends Music 80 1
Mother Goose & Me Storytime 72 4
Movies in Wilder Park: The Sandlot Movies 350 1
Not a Box Storytime Storytime 21 1
OUTREACH Preschool AT Smalley Pool Outreach 15 1
OUTREACH YMCA VISIT (DO NOT PUBLISH) Outreach 892 54
Pollinator Power! Science 16 1
Pop Art Flowers Create 17 1
Read to the Dogs Books and Authors 38 1
Rhythm Rock Stars Create 14 1
Romp & Rhyme Storytime 53 2
Stop-Motion Studio Create 15 1
Storytime at Culver's with Scoopie! Storytime 11 1
Storytime at the Elmhurst History Museum Storytime 33 1
Summer Reading Wrap-Up Party Gather 225 1



Summer Storytime Storytime 937 14
TOTALS 3,205 97

Passive Programs Primary Event Type Attendance Sessions

Adult Passive Programs:
Entertainment Station 37 4
Puzzles 86 1
Summer Reading 44 12
Summer Reading Passive Activities 213 1
The Great American Road Trip on Lg. Monitor 5 1
The World Cup on Lg. Monitor 214 1

Middle School Passive Programs:
Middle School Hangout Passive Create 62 2
Kids' Passive Programs:
Stay & Play Passive DO NOT PUBLISH Play 384 2

Make & Take Passive Create 774 2
Weekly Scavenger Hunt Games 855 4

Attendance Sessions

Adult Program Grand Total 2459 104

Total Passive Program Statistics 599 20

Total Program Statistics 1,860 84

Teen Program Grand Total 37 4

Total Passive Program Statistics 0 0

Total Program Statistics 37 4

Middle School Program Grand Total 124 6

Total Passive Program Statistics 62 2

Total Program Statistics 62 4

Kids' Program Grand Total 5,218 105

Total Passive Program Statistics 2,013 8

Total Program Statistics 3,205 97

Passive Program Total 2,674 30

Total Attendance 7,838
Total Programs 219



 104,740 2%  10,385 4%  240 17% Borrowed  1,259
 102,696 last year  9,965 last year  205 last year  1,101 last year

 58 -24% Lent  495
 76 last year  600 last year

4% -42% 10% -4%

last year last year last year last year

Makery  2,363 10%
 2,143 last year

 44,388 -4%  1,749 -4%  54 -29%
 46,422 last year  1,822 last year  76 last year

STATISTICAL REPORT                                              July  2026
Circulation

Self CheckoutWebsite VisitsPublic Computer Use WiFi Sessions

Total Circulation

Card Holders
 26,348

Library Card Usage
Elmhurst

(Issued)

Library Cards Issued Interlibrary Loan
14%

Reciprocal Borrower -18%

(Registered)

Technology Usage

Kids

Reference Queries
Reference QuestionsReference Questions Total

(% of checkouts)

 25,134
 43,106

64%
58%

20,522 
 21,452

 19,947
 19,101

Adult
-16%

last year
 3,145
 2,622

20%

last year

Library Visits

Program Attendance

 219
 244

-10%
last year

 219

 5,802
0%

last year
 2,679
 3,180

 5,824

Total Visits In House Visits

Program Attendance By Audience

Meeting Room Use

Library Programs

 7,838
 6,692

17%
last year

Programs

Group Study Rooms
 1,670
 1,817

-8%
last year 244

-10%
last year

 60
 66

-9%
last year

Library Programs Public Meetings

 46,137
 48,244

-4%
last year

Creative Studio
Walk-In Drive-Up Visits

2,459 

37 

124

5,218 

Adult

 Teens

 Middle School

 Kids

57,522 

45,959 

Circulation by Audience

 Adult - Total

 Kids - Total

57,812 

7,550 5,136 

32,983 

Circulation by Format

 Print - Total

 AV - Total

 Other - Total

 Digital - Total

20,224 

4,689 
2,411 

30,198 Adult Circulation by Format

 Print - Adult

 AV - Adult

 Other - Adult

 Digital - Adult

37,588 

2,861 2,725 2,785 

Kids Circulation by Format

 Print - Kids

 AV - Kids

 Other - Kids

 Digital - Kids



Monthly Comparison

Total Circulation

Year To Date Comparison

Total Circulation

Dashboard

Adult CirculationAdult Circulation

4% 57,522  385,1577%

 104,740 2%

 102,696 last year

1% 678,290

 671,028 last year

-4%

last year last year

-3% 45,959  284,727

 47,662  293,151

 53,934  369,101last year last year

Kids Circulation Kids Circulation

ILL Borrowed from Other Libraries ILL Borrowed from Other Libraries

14%

last yearlast year

-4% 1,259  8,406

 1,101  8,777

Digital Material Circulation Digital Material Circulation

20% 16%

last year last year

 32,983  227,937

 27,531  195,714

Databases Databases

144% -44%

last year last year

 37,544  123,240

 15,408  218,920

Reference Questions Total Reference Questions Total

0% -2%

last year last year

 5,824  33,882

 5,802  34,607

One on One Tutorials One on One Tutorials

-17% 2%

last year last year

 38  250

 46  244

-4% -7%

Number of Programs Number of Programs

-10% -5%

last year last year

 219  1,321

 244  1,391

Program Attendence Program Attendence

17% 26%

last year last year

 7,838  55,440

 6,692  44,083

In-Person Visitors In-Person Visitors

-4% -1%

last year last year

 44,388  282,265

 46,422  283,822

last year last year 1,822  12,885

Drive-Up Visitors Drive-Up Visitors

 1,749  12,002



Books and Magazines
150,831

6,860

22,807

220,204

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Notable Happenings in Circulation

Library of Extraordinary Things and Electronics

STATISTICAL REPORT                                              July  2026
Collection Totals

Audio Visual

Digital

• 12 non-resident cards were purchased in June for a total of $937.55. 

• We filled 4,715 holds this month. 

• July had unusual increased database usage due to Mergent Intellect (24,558 records & files downloaded) and 
Reference Solutions (5,870 records downloaded).




