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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
 
 Procession into the Church         
 

    Hymnal # 436   Lift up Your Heads 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold, the King of glory waits! 
The King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. 

O blest the land, the city blest, where Christ the ruler is confessed! 
O happy hearts and happy homes to whom this King of triumph comes! 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart 
from earthly use for heaven's employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to thee: here, Lord, abide! 
Let me thy inner presence feel: thy grace and love in me reveal. 

So come, my Sovereign; enter in! Let new and nobler life begin; 
thy Holy Spirit guide us on, until the glorious crown be won.  

Words and Music - ©2022 Stephen DeCesare / Exultet Music / Contributors: George Weissel, Thomas Williams, 
Stephen DeCesare /One License, LLC/License # 742219-A  

 
  
Celebrant   Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People         And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
  
 
Celebrant and People 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Gloria                                                                                                                     Marilyn Swingle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Collect of the Day 
  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
  
The Celebrant says the Collect of the Day. 
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 A reading from Amos 

  

Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord: 
 
Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 
      Why do you want the day of the Lord?  
It is darkness, not light; 
      as if someone fled from a lion,  
      and was met by a bear;  
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
      and was bitten by a snake. 
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 
      and gloom with no brightness in it? 
I hate, I despise your festivals, 
      and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.  
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
      I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
      I will not look upon. 
Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
      I will not listen to the melody of your harps.  
But let justice roll down like waters, 
      and righteousness like an everflowing stream. 
 
 

  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
The Response:  Wisdom of Solomon 6:17-20 
 
The beginning of wisdom is the most sincere desire for instruction, 
and concern for instruction is love of her, 
and love of her is the keeping of her laws, 
and giving heed to her laws is assurance of immortality, 
and immortality brings one near to God; 
so the desire for wisdom leads to a kingdom. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;* 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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A reading from First Thessalonians 

 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that 
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to 
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will 
by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 
archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together 
with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore 
encourage one another with these words. 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gospel Hymn 
 

     Hymn # 68 
 

Rejoice, Rejoice Believers 

Rejoice! rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear! 
The evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising, and soon he will draw nigh;  
up, watch with expectation! at the midnight comes the cry. 

See that your lamps are burning, replenish them with oil; 
look now for your salvation, the end of sin and toil. 
The marriage-feast is waiting, the gates wide open stand; 
Rise up, ye heirs of glory, the Bridegroom is at hand! 

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
Arise, thou Sun so longed for, above this darkened sphere! 
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
the day of earth's redemption, and ever be with thee! 

 
Music - ©2006 Concordia Publishing House 

Contributors: Laurentius Laurenti, text, Concordia Publishing House 
One License, LLC/License # 742219-A  
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   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
  according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and 
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish 
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As 
the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a 
shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up 
and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 
going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go 
to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, 
and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later 
the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I 
do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  
 
The Sermon—The Very Rev. Carol Mead 
  
 
The Nicene Creed 
  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit  
       he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  and was made man. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living  
 and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People—Form I   
  
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the 
Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
  
For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For Dorothy our Bishop, Carol our Priest, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this community, for every city and community, and for those who live in them,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, for those suffering from addiction, and for 
the sick and the suffering,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, 
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For all who have in the hope of the resurrection and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
In the communion of St. Peter and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and 
all our life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 
  
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding collect. 
 
 
The Confession & Absolution 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Absolution 
 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
  
Offertory       
 

 
Presentation of our Gifts                                    The Doxology 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Words:  Ken Thomas/Music - ©2007 Alfred Sacred/Contributors: Geistliche Kirchengesange 

 
The Great Thanksgiving  -   Eucharistic Prayer C 
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, 
and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
  
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous 
Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open 
for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your 
glory, in their unending hymn: 
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The Sanctus                                                                                                           Marilyn Swingle 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
  
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 
  
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not 
for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we 
may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
  
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
  
The Breaking of the Bread 
  

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
 
 
Fraction Anthem                                                                                                   Marilyn Swingle                              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Communion 
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Communion Hymns                
The Lord Is My Light 

 
 The Lord is my light and my salvation,  

the Lord is my light and my salvation, 
the Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? 
 

Contributors: Lillian Bouknight, Lillian Bouknight; ar. Paul Gainer 
Words and Music - ©1980 Hal Leonard Corporation  

        

Commune With Me 
  

Commune with me, commune with me 
between the wings of the cherubim, commune with me. 
Commune with me, commune with me 
between the wings of the cherubim, commune with me. 
  
I worship you, I worship you 
between the wings of the cherubim, I worship you. 
I worship you, I worship you 
between the wings of the cherubim, I worship you. 
  
I'll meet you there, I'll meet you there 
between the wings of the cherubim, I'll meet you there. 
I'll meet you there, I'll meet you there 
between the wings of the cherubim, I'll meet you there. 
  

Copyright 1981 Maranatha Praise, Inc. / Word Music, Inc./Dearman, Kirk 
 

 
Postcommunion Hymn                 
                                       

Seek Ye First 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you; Allelu, alleluia! 

 
Refrain A-le-lu-ia, a-le-lu-ia, a-le-lu-ia! a-le-lu, a-le-lu-ia! 
 

Ask, and it shall be given unto you, seek, and ye shall find, 
knock, and the door shall be opened unto you;  
Allelu, alleluia!  refrain 

 
1972 Maranatha! Music (Admin. by The Copyright  

Company) Lafferty, Karen 
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Postcommunion Prayer                                         
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Procession into the World 
 

     Hymnal # 680    

O God, Our Help In Ages Past 
 
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 
  
Under the shadow of thy throne thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
  
Before the hills in order stood, or earth received her frame, 
from everlasting thou art God, to endless years the same. 
  
A thousand ages in thy sight are like an evening gone; 
short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 
  
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all our years away; 
they fly, forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day. 
  
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guide while life shall last, and our eternal home. 
  

© Public Domain /CCLI License No. 645172/Watts, Isaac / Croft, William 
    

  

he Dismissal Response 
 

               Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
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