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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Procession into the Church
Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ the true, the only Light,
Sun of righteousness arise! Triumph o'er the shades of night:
Dayspring from on high be near; Daystar, in my heart appear.

Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee;
joyless is the day's return, till the mercy's beams I see,
till they inward light impart, glad my eyes and warm my heart.

Visit then this soul of mine! Pierce the gloom of sin and grief!
Fill me, radiancy divine; scatter all my unbelief;
more and more thyself display, shining to the perfect day.

Charles Wesley/William Henry Havergal/ William Henry Monk
© Words: Public Domain/Music: Public Domain/CCLI License # 645172

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People His mercy endures for ever.

Celebrant and People

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect of the day.

The First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

The LoRD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him from
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How
can [ go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LoRD said, “Take a heifer with you,
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will
show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.”
Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I
have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacri-
fice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before
the LorD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of
his stature, because [ have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look
on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab,
and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then
Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LoRD has not cho-
sen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains
yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring
him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was
ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LoRD said, “Rise and anoint him; for
this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his
brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samu-
el then set out and went to Ramah.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Response: Psalm 23

1 The LorbD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.



3 Herevives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of
those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Epistle: Ephesians 5:8-14

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—
for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out
what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but in-
stead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly;
but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visi-
ble is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.”

The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn Open Our Eyes

Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus,
to reach out and touch him, and say that we love him.
Open our ears, Lord, and help us to listen,
open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.



Open our mouths, Lord, we want to share Jesus,
to tell of his goodness, so others may love him.

Open our lives, Lord, and make us more willing,
open our mouths, Lord, we want to share Jesus.

©1976 Maranatha! Music (Admin. by The Copyright Company)
CCLI License No. 645172 /Cull, Bob

The Gospel: John 9:1-41

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither
this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be re-
vealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming when no one can work. As long as [ am in the world, [ am the light of the world.”
When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread
the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and
those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used
to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone
like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash." Then [ went and washed and received my
sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sab-
bath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began
to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes.
Then [ washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God,
for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner
perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What
do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered,
“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will
speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be
put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”



So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is
a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and
you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disci-
ples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes
from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to
teach us?” And they drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the
Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to
him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he
worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may
see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said
to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not
have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon - The Very Rev. Carol Mead
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People: Lent

As we experience this season of Lent, a time of reflection and preparation, we pray to God to teach
and transform us through our practices, our thoughts, and our community.

For peace and patience—in our hearts and in the world around us—in the face of anxiety and tur-
moil:
Come, O Lord, and calm us.

For Dorothy our bishop, Carol our priest, and for all who minister in the name of Christ:
Come, O Lord, and shape us.

For the leaders and members of all churches, as we prepare once again to recall, and be changed
by the sacrificial events of Christ’s Passion:
Come, O Lord, and sanctify us.

For the leaders of our nation and in the world, that all work diligently to organize government to
best enable us to love God and love neighbor:
Come, O Lord, enlighten us.

For wisdom in understanding what forms us spiritually so that we know what to set aside and
what to embrace:
Come, O Lord and strengthen us.

For each person in this season of penitence, that we acknowledge all that we have done and left
undone to interfere with our relationship with God:
Come, O Lord, encourage us.



For persons struggling to forgive, that they may know the freedom of letting go of past
hurts:
Come, O Lord, reassure us.

For all persons who suffer from addiction or are otherwise afflicted in body, mind or spirit:
Come, O Lord, and heal us.

Joining our voices with all the saints, angels, and people of God, in this Lenten season let us
offer ourselves and our gifts to the living God through Christ:
To you, O Lord.

The Celebrant adds a collect.
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are tru-
ly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glo-
ry of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

Offertory

Presentation of our Gifts
The Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

0ld 100t /Jimmy Owens/Thomas Ken/Copyright 1972 Bud John Songs, Inc.
(Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) /CCLI License #645172
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The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer B

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his
grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for
him who died for us and rose again.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the compa-
ny of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Sanctus Hymnal S-130

Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might,
Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

”n

me.



Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sac-
rament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sac-
rifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the full-
ness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly coun-
try where, with Peter and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Al-
mighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast.
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Communion Hymns Sanctuary

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true;
with thanksgiving, I'll be a living sanctuary for you.

John W. Thompson | Randy Scruggs/© 1982 Full Armor Publishing Company
(Admin. by Peer Music III, Ltd.) Whole Armor Publishing Company CCLI License # 645172

Christ Be Our Light

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.



refrain: Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.

Your word alone has power to save us.
Make us your living voice. refrain

Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
signs of your kingdom come. refrain

Words and Music - @1993 OCP Publications/Contributors: Bernadette
Farrell/One License, LLC/License # 742219-A

Come to Me

Come to me, all those who are weary,
all those who are troubled and oppressed.
Take my yoke and learn of me, and I, yes, I will give you rest.

Copyright 1996 Ron Lowry and Lew King/CCLI License #645172

Postcommunion Hymn
Lamb Of God

Your only Son, no sin to hide, but You have sent Him from Your side,
to walk upon this guilty sod, and to become the Lamb of God. refrain

refrain O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,
I love the holy Lamb of God!
0 wash me in His precious Blood
my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

Your gift of love, they crucified,

they laughed and scorned Him as He died,
the humble King they named a fraud

and sacrificed the Lamb of God. refrain

I was so lost, I should have died,

but You have brought me to Your side,
to be led by Your staff and rod,

and to be called a lamb of God. refrain

copyright 1985 Straightway Music (a div. of EMI Christian Music Publishing) / Mountain Spring
Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)/CCLI License No. 645172 /Paris, Twila



Postcommunion Prayer

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

Procession into the World.
Amazing Grace

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound,
that saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;

how precious did that grace appear

the hour I first believed!

The Lord has promised good to me,
his word my hope secures;

he will my shield and portion be

as long as life endures.

Words: John Newton/Music: New Britain - © Oregon Catholic Press Contributors:
NEW BRITAIN, Gerard Chiusano / One License, LLC/License # 742219-A

The Dismissal Response

People Thanks be to God.



