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Daily Office Readings, Year 1 

(Proper 14) 
  

MONDAY, AUGUST 11 

Psalm 89: 19-52 
 

19 You spoke once in a vision and said to your 

faithful people: * 

"I have set the crown upon a warrior 

and have exalted one chosen out of the people. 

 

20 I have found David my servant; * 

with my holy oil have I anointed him. 

 

21 My hand will hold him fast * 

and my arm will make him strong. 

 

22 No enemy shall deceive him, * 

nor any wicked man bring him down. 

 

23 I will crush his foes before him * 

and strike down those who hate him. 

 

24 My faithfulness and love shall be with him, * 

and he shall be victorious through my Name. 

 

25 I shall make his dominion extend * 

from the Great Sea to the River. 

 

26 He will say to me, 'You are my Father, * 

my God, and the rock of my salvation.' 

 

27 I will make him my firstborn * 

and higher than the kings of the earth. 

 

28 I will keep my love for him for ever, * 

and my covenant will stand firm for him. 

 

29 I will establish his line for ever * 

and his throne as the days of heaven." 

30 "If his children forsake my law * 

and do not walk according to my judgments; 

 

31 If they break my statutes * 

and do not keep my commandments; 

 

32 I will punish their transgressions with a rod * 

and their iniquities with the lash; 

 

33 But I will not take my love from him, * 

nor let my faithfulness prove false. 

 

34 I will not break my covenant, * 

nor change what has gone out of my lips. 

 

35 Once for all I have sworn by my holiness: * 

'I will not lie to David. 

 

36 His line shall endure for ever * 

and his throne as the sun before me; 

 

37 It shall stand fast for evermore like the moon, * 

the abiding witness in the sky.'" 

 

38 But you have cast off and rejected your 

anointed;* 

you have become enraged at him. 

 

39 You have broken your covenant with your 

servant, * 

defiled his crown, and hurled it to the ground. 

 

40 You have breached all his walls * 

and laid his strongholds in ruins. 

 

41 All who pass by despoil him; * 

he has become the scorn of his neighbors. 

 

42 You have exalted the right hand of his foes * 

and made all his enemies rejoice. 

 

43 You have turned back the edge of his sword * 

and have not sustained him in battle.  

44 You have put an end to his splendor * 

and cast his throne to the ground. 

 

45 You have cut short the days of his youth * 

and have covered him with shame. 

 

46 How long will you hide yourself, O Lord? 

will you hide yourself for ever? * 

how long will your anger burn like fire? 
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47 Remember, Lord, how short life is, * 

how frail you have made all flesh. 

 

48 Who can live and not see death? * 

who can save himself from the power of the grave? 

 

49 Where, Lord, are your loving-kindnesses of old,* 

which you promised David in your faithfulness? 

 

50 Remember, Lord, how your servant is mocked, * 

how I carry in my bosom the taunts of many 

peoples, 

 

51 The taunts your enemies have hurled, O Lord, * 

which they hurled at the heels of your anointed. 

 

52 Blessed be the Lord for evermore! * 

Amen, I say, Amen. 

 

2 Samuel 13:23-39 

After two full years Absalom had sheepshearers at 

Baal-hazor, which is near Ephraim, and Absalom 

invited all the king’s sons. Absalom came to the 

king, and said, ‘Your servant has sheepshearers; 

will the king and his servants please go with your 

servant?’ But the king said to Absalom, ‘No, my 

son, let us not all go, or else we will be burdensome 

to you.’ He pressed him, but he would not go but 

gave him his blessing. Then Absalom said, ‘If not, 

please let my brother Amnon go with us.’ The king 

said to him, ‘Why should he go with you?’ But 

Absalom pressed him until he let Amnon and all the 

king’s sons go with him. Absalom made a feast like 

a king’s feast. Then Absalom commanded his 

servants, ‘Watch when Amnon’s heart is merry with 

wine, and when I say to you, “Strike Amnon”, then 

kill him. Do not be afraid; have I not myself 

commanded you? Be courageous and valiant.’ So 

the servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom 

had commanded. Then all the king’s sons rose, and 

each mounted his mule and fled.  

While they were on the way, the report came to 

David that Absalom had killed all the king’s sons, 

and not one of them was left. The king rose, tore his 

garments, and lay on the ground; and all his 

servants who were standing by tore their garments. 

But Jonadab, the son of David’s brother Shimeah, 

said, ‘Let not my lord suppose that they have killed 

all the young men the king’s sons; Amnon alone is 

dead. This has been determined by Absalom from 

the day Amnon raped his sister Tamar. Now 

therefore, do not let my lord the king take it to 

heart, as if all the king’s sons were dead; for Amnon 

alone is dead.’  

But Absalom fled. When the young man who kept 

watch looked up, he saw many people coming from 

the Horonaim road by the side of the mountain. 

Jonadab said to the king, ‘See, the king’s sons have 

come; as your servant said, so it has come about.’ 

As soon as he had finished speaking, the king’s sons 

arrived, and raised their voices and wept; and the 

king and all his servants also wept very bitterly.  

But Absalom fled, and went to Talmai son of 

Ammihud, king of Geshur. David mourned for his 

son day after day. Absalom, having fled to Geshur, 

stayed there for three years. And the heart of the 

king went out, yearning for Absalom; for he was 

now consoled over the death of Amnon.  

Acts 20:17-38 

From Miletus he sent a message to Ephesus, asking 

the elders of the church to meet him. When they 

came to him, he said to them: 

‘You yourselves know how I lived among you the 

entire time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 

serving the Lord with all humility and with tears, 

enduring the trials that came to me through the plots 

of the Jews. I did not shrink from doing anything 

helpful, proclaiming the message to you and 

teaching you publicly and from house to house, as I 

testified to both Jews and Greeks about repentance 

towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus. And 

now, as a captive to the Spirit, I am on my way to 

Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me 

there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in 

every city that imprisonment and persecutions are 

waiting for me. But I do not count my life of any 

value to myself, if only I may finish my course and 
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the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to 

testify to the good news of God’s grace.  

‘And now I know that none of you, among whom I 

have gone about proclaiming the kingdom, will ever 

see my face again. Therefore I declare to you this 

day that I am not responsible for the blood of any of 

you, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the 

whole purpose of God. Keep watch over yourselves 

and over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has 

made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God 

that he obtained with the blood of his own Son. I 

know that after I have gone, savage wolves will 

come in among you, not sparing the flock. Some 

even from your own group will come distorting the 

truth in order to entice the disciples to follow them. 

Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years 

I did not cease night or day to warn everyone with 

tears. And now I commend you to God and to the 

message of his grace, a message that is able to build 

you up and to give you the inheritance among all 

who are sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold 

or clothing. You know for yourselves that I worked 

with my own hands to support myself and my 

companions. In all this I have given you an example 

that by such work we must support the weak, 

remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he 

himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.” ’  

When he had finished speaking, he knelt down with 

them all and prayed. There was much weeping 

among them all; they embraced Paul and kissed 

him, grieving especially because of what he had 

said, that they would not see him again. Then they 

brought him to the ship.  

Mark 9:42-50 

‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of 

these little ones who believe in me, it would be 

better for you if a great millstone were hung around 

your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your 

hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for 

you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and 

to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your 

foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for 

you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to 

be thrown into hell., And if your eye causes you to 

stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the 

kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes 

and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never 

dies, and the fire is never quenched.  

‘For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; 

but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season 

it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 

another.’  

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 12 
 
Psalm 94  
 

1 O Lord God of vengeance, * 

O God of vengeance, show yourself. 

 

2 Rise up, O Judge of the world; * 

give the arrogant their just deserts. 

 

3 How long shall the wicked, O Lord, * 

how long shall the wicked triumph? 

4 They bluster in their insolence; * 

all evildoers are full of boasting. 

 

5 They crush your people, O Lord, * 

and afflict your chosen nation. 

 

6 They murder the widow and the stranger * 

and put the orphans to death. 

 

7 Yet they say, "The Lord does not see, * 

the God of Jacob takes no notice." 

 

8 Consider well, you dullards among the people; * 

when will you fools understand? 

 

9 He that planted the ear, does he not hear? * 

he that formed the eye, does he not see? 

 

10 He who admonishes the nations, will he not 

punish? * 

he who teaches all the world, has he no knowledge? 

 

11 The Lord knows our human thoughts; * 

how like a puff of wind they are. 
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12 Happy are they whom you instruct, O Lord! * 

whom you teach out of your law; 

 

13 To give them rest in evil days, * 

until a pit is dug for the wicked. 

 

14 For the Lord will not abandon his people, * 

nor will he forsake his own. 

 

15 For judgment will again be just, * 

and all the true of heart will follow it. 

 

16 Who rose up for me against the wicked? * 

who took my part against the evildoers? 

 

17 If the Lord had not come to my help, * 

I should soon have dwelt in the land of silence. 

 

18 As often as I said, "My foot has slipped," * 

your love, O Lord, upheld me. 

 

19 When many cares fill my mind, * 

your consolations cheer my soul. 

 

20 Can a corrupt tribunal have any part with you, * 

one which frames evil into law? 

 

21 They conspire against the life of the just * 

and condemn the innocent to death. 

 

22 But the Lord has become my stronghold, * 

and my God the rock of my trust. 

 

23 He will turn their wickedness back upon them 

and destroy them in their own malice; * 

the Lord our God will destroy them. 

 2 Samuel 14:1-20 

Now Joab son of Zeruiah perceived that the king’s 

mind was on Absalom. Joab sent to Tekoa and 

brought from there a wise woman. He said to her, 

‘Pretend to be in mourning; put on mourning 

garments, do not anoint yourself with oil, but 

behave like a woman who has been mourning many 

days for the dead. Go to the king and speak to him 

as follows.’ And Joab put the words into her mouth. 

When the woman of Tekoa came to the king, she 

fell on her face to the ground and did obeisance, and 

said, ‘Help, O king!’ The king asked her, ‘What is 

your trouble?’ She answered, ‘Alas, I am a widow; 

my husband is dead. Your servant had two sons, 

and they fought with one another in the field; there 

was no one to part them, and one struck the other 

and killed him. Now the whole family has risen 

against your servant. They say, “Give up the man 

who struck his brother, so that we may kill him for 

the life of his brother whom he murdered, even if 

we destroy the heir as well.” Thus they would 

quench my one remaining ember, and leave to my 

husband neither name nor remnant on the face of 

the earth.’ 

Then the king said to the woman, ‘Go to your 

house, and I will give orders concerning you.’ The 

woman of Tekoa said to the king, ‘On me be the 

guilt, my lord the king, and on my father’s house; 

let the king and his throne be guiltless.’ The king 

said, ‘If anyone says anything to you, bring him to 

me, and he shall never touch you again.’ Then she 

said, ‘Please, may the king keep the Lord your God 

in mind, so that the avenger of blood may kill no 

more, and my son not be destroyed.’ He said, ‘As 

the Lord lives, not one hair of your son shall fall to 

the ground.’ 

Then the woman said, ‘Please let your servant speak 

a word to my lord the king.’ He said, ‘Speak.’ The 

woman said, ‘Why then have you planned such a 

thing against the people of God? For in giving this 

decision the king convicts himself, inasmuch as the 

king does not bring his banished one home 

again. We must all die; we are like water spilled on 

the ground, which cannot be gathered up. But God 

will not take away a life; he will devise plans so as 

not to keep an outcast banished for ever from his 

presence. Now I have come to say this to my lord 

the king because the people have made me afraid; 

your servant thought, “I will speak to the king; it 

may be that the king will perform the request of his 

servant. For the king will hear, and deliver his 

servant from the hand of the man who would cut 

both me and my son off from the heritage of 

God.” Your servant thought, “The word of my lord 

the king will set me at rest”; for my lord the king is 

like the angel of God, discerning good and evil. 

The Lord your God be with you!’ 



5 
 

Then the king answered the woman, ‘Do not 

withhold from me anything I ask you.’ The woman 

said, ‘Let my lord the king speak.’ The king said, 

‘Is the hand of Joab with you in all this?’ The 

woman answered and said, ‘As surely as you live, 

my lord the king, one cannot turn right or left from 

anything that my lord the king has said. For it was 

your servant Joab who commanded me; it was he 

who put all these words into the mouth of your 

servant. In order to change the course of affairs your 

servant Joab did this. But my lord has wisdom like 

the wisdom of the angel of God to know all things 

that are on the earth.’ 

Acts 21:1-14 

When we had parted from them and set sail, we 

came by a straight course to Cos, and the next day 

to Rhodes, and from there to Patara. When we 

found a ship bound for Phoenicia, we went on board 

and set sail. We came in sight of Cyprus; and 

leaving it on our left, we sailed to Syria and landed 

at Tyre, because the ship was to unload its cargo 

there. We looked up the disciples and stayed there 

for seven days. Through the Spirit they told Paul not 

to go on to Jerusalem. When our days there were 

ended, we left and proceeded on our journey; and 

all of them, with wives and children, escorted us 

outside the city. There we knelt down on the beach 

and prayed and said farewell to one another. Then 

we went on board the ship, and they returned home. 

When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we 

arrived at Ptolemais; and we greeted the 

believers and stayed with them for one day. The 

next day we left and came to Caesarea; and we went 

into the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the 

seven, and stayed with him. He had four unmarried 

daughters who had the gift of prophecy. While we 

were staying there for several days, a prophet 

named Agabus came down from Judea. He came to 

us and took Paul’s belt, bound his own feet and 

hands with it, and said, ‘Thus says the Holy Spirit, 

“This is the way the Jews in Jerusalem will bind the 

man who owns this belt and will hand him over to 

the Gentiles.” ’ When we heard this, we and the 

people there urged him not to go up to 

Jerusalem. Then Paul answered, ‘What are you 

doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am 

ready not only to be bound but even to die in 

Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.’ Since he 

would not be persuaded, we remained silent except 

to say, ‘The Lord’s will be done.’ 

Mark 10:1-16 

He left that place and went to the region of Judea 

and beyond the Jordan. And crowds again gathered 

around him; and, as was his custom, he again taught 

them. 

Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, 

‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?’ He 

answered them, ‘What did Moses command 

you?’ They said, ‘Moses allowed a man to write a 

certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.’ But 

Jesus said to them, ‘Because of your hardness of 

heart he wrote this commandment for you. But from 

the beginning of creation, “God made them male 

and female.” “For this reason a man shall leave his 

father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the 

two shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer 

two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 

together, let no one separate.’ 

Then in the house the disciples asked him again 

about this matter. He said to them, ‘Whoever 

divorces his wife and marries another commits 

adultery against her; and if she divorces her 

husband and marries another, she commits 

adultery.’ 

People were bringing little children to him in order 

that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke 

sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was 

indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children 

come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as 

these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell 

you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God 

as a little child will never enter it.’ And he took 

them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and 

blessed them. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13 

 
Psalm 119:121-144 

121 I have done what is just and right; * 

do not deliver me to my oppressors. 

122 Be surety for your servant's good; * 

let not the proud oppress me. 

 

123 My eyes have failed from watching for your 

salvation * 

and for your righteous promise. 

 

124 Deal with your servant according to your 

loving-kindness * 

and teach me your statutes. 

 

125 I am your servant; grant me understanding, * 

that I may know your decrees. 

 

126 It is time for you to act, O Lord, * 

for they have broken your law. 

 

127 Truly, I love your commandments * 

more than gold and precious stones. 

 

128 I hold all your commandments to be right for 

me; * 

all paths of falsehood I abhor. 

129 Your decrees are wonderful; * 

therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

 

130 When your word goes forth it gives light; * 

it gives understanding to the simple. 

 

131 I open my mouth and pant; * 

I long for your commandments. 

 

132 Turn to me in mercy, * 

as you always do to those who love your Name. 

 

133 Steady my footsteps in your word; * 

let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

 

134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, * 

and I will keep your commandments. 

 

135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant * 

and teach me your statutes. 

 

136 My eyes shed streams of tears, * 

because people do not keep your law. 

137 You are righteous, O Lord, * 

and upright are your judgments. 

138 You have issued your decrees * 

with justice and in perfect faithfulness. 

 

139 My indignation has consumed me, * 

because my enemies forget your words. 

 

140 Your word has been tested to the uttermost, * 

and your servant holds it dear. 

 

141 I am small and of little account, * 

yet I do not forget your commandments. 

 

142 Your justice is an everlasting justice * 

and your law is the truth. 

 

143 Trouble and distress have come upon me, * 

yet your commandments are my delight. 

 

144 The righteousness of your decrees is 

everlasting; * 

grant me understanding, that I may live. 

2 Samuel 14:21-33 

Then the king said to Joab, ‘Very well, I grant this; 

go, bring back the young man Absalom.’ Joab 

prostrated himself with his face to the ground and 

did obeisance, and blessed the king; and Joab said, 

‘Today your servant knows that I have found favour 

in your sight, my lord the king, in that the king has 

granted the request of his servant.’ So Joab set off, 

went to Geshur, and brought Absalom to Jerusalem. 

The king said, ‘Let him go to his own house; he is 

not to come into my presence.’ So Absalom went to 

his own house, and did not come into the king’s 

presence.  

Now in all Israel there was no one to be praised so 

much for his beauty as Absalom; from the sole of 
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his foot to the crown of his head there was no 

blemish in him. When he cut the hair of his head 

(for at the end of every year he used to cut it; when 

it was heavy on him, he cut it), he weighed the hair 

of his head, two hundred shekels by the king’s 

weight. There were born to Absalom three sons, and 

one daughter whose name was Tamar; she was a 

beautiful woman.  

So Absalom lived two full years in Jerusalem 

without coming into the king’s presence. Then 

Absalom sent for Joab to send him to the king; but 

Joab would not come to him. He sent a second time, 

but Joab would not come. Then he said to his 

servants, ‘Look, Joab’s field is next to mine, and he 

has barley there; go and set it on fire.’ So 

Absalom’s servants set the field on fire. Then Joab 

rose and went to Absalom at his house, and said to 

him, ‘Why have your servants set my field on fire?’ 

Absalom answered Joab, ‘Look, I sent word to you: 

Come here, that I may send you to the king with the 

question, “Why have I come from Geshur? It would 

be better for me to be there still.” Now let me go 

into the king’s presence; if there is guilt in me, let 

him kill me!’ Then Joab went to the king and told 

him; and he summoned Absalom. So he came to the 

king and prostrated himself with his face to the 

ground before the king; and the king kissed 

Absalom.  

Acts 21:15-26 

After these days we got ready and started to go up 

to Jerusalem. Some of the disciples from Caesarea 

also came along and brought us to the house of 

Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we 

were to stay.  

When we arrived in Jerusalem, the brothers 

welcomed us warmly. The next day Paul went with 

us to visit James; and all the elders were present. 

After greeting them, he related one by one the 

things that God had done among the Gentiles 

through his ministry. When they heard it, they 

praised God. Then they said to him, ‘You see, 

brother, how many thousands of believers there are 

among the Jews, and they are all zealous for the 

law. They have been told about you that you teach 

all the Jews living among the Gentiles to forsake 

Moses, and that you tell them not to circumcise 

their children or observe the customs. What then is 

to be done? They will certainly hear that you have 

come. So do what we tell you. We have four men 

who are under a vow. Join these men, go through 

the rite of purification with them, and pay for the 

shaving of their heads. Thus all will know that there 

is nothing in what they have been told about you, 

but that you yourself observe and guard the law. But 

as for the Gentiles who have become believers, we 

have sent a letter with our judgement that they 

should abstain from what has been sacrificed to 

idols and from blood and from what is strangled and 

from fornication.’ Then Paul took the men, and the 

next day, having purified himself, he entered the 

temple with them, making public the completion of 

the days of purification when the sacrifice would be 

made for each of them.  

Mark 10:17-31 

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up 

and knelt before him, and asked him, ‘Good 

Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No 

one is good but God alone. You know the 

commandments: “You shall not murder; You shall 

not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall 

not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; 

Honour your father and mother.” ’ He said to him, 

‘Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.’ 

Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, ‘You lack 

one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the 

money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; then come, follow me.’ When he heard this, 

he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had 

many possessions.  

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, 

‘How hard it will be for those who have wealth to 

enter the kingdom of God!’ And the disciples were 

perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them 

again, ‘Children, how hard it is to enter the 

kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for someone who is 

rich to enter the kingdom of God.’ They were 

greatly astounded and said to one another, ‘Then 

who can be saved?’ Jesus looked at them and said, 
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‘For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for 

God all things are possible.’  

Peter began to say to him, ‘Look, we have left 

everything and followed you.’ Jesus said, ‘Truly I 

tell you, there is no one who has left house or 

brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or 

fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good 

news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in 

this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and 

children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the 

age to come eternal life. But many who are first will 

be last, and the last will be first.’  

 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 14   

Psalm 105:22-45 
 

23 Israel came into Egypt, * 

and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham. 

24 The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; * 

he made them stronger than their enemies; 

 

25 Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his 

people, * 

and dealt unjustly with his servants. 

 

26 He sent Moses his servant, * 

and Aaron whom he had chosen. 

 

27 They worked his signs among them, * 

and portents in the land of Ham. 

 

28 He sent darkness, and it grew dark; * 

but the Egyptians rebelled against his words. 

 

29 He turned their waters into blood * 

and caused their fish to die. 

 

30 Their land was overrun by frogs, * 

in the very chambers of their kings. 

 

31 He spoke, and there came swarms of insects * 

and gnats within all their borders. 

 

32 He gave them hailstones instead of rain, * 

and flames of fire throughout their land. 

 

33 He blasted their vines and their fig trees * 

and shattered every tree in their country. 

 

34 He spoke, and the locust came, * 

and young locusts without number, 

 

35 Which ate up all the green plants in their land * 

and devoured the fruit of their soil. 

 

36 He struck down the firstborn of their land, * 

the firstfruits of all their strength. 

 

37 He led out his people with silver and gold; * 

in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.  

38 Egypt was glad of their going, * 

because they were afraid of them. 

 

39 He spread out a cloud for a covering * 

and a fire to give light in the night season. 

 

40 They asked, and quails appeared, * 

and he satisfied them with bread from heaven. 

 

41 He opened the rock, and water flowed, * 

so the river ran in the dry places. 

 

42 For God remembered his holy word * 

and Abraham his servant. 

 

43 So he led forth his people with gladness, * 

his chosen with shouts of joy. 

 

44 He gave his people the lands of the nations, * 

and they took the fruit of others' toil, 

 

45 That they might keep his statutes * 

and observe his laws. 

Hallelujah! 
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2 Samuel 15:1-18 

After this Absalom got himself a chariot and horses, 

and fifty men to run ahead of him. Absalom used to 

rise early and stand beside the road into the gate; 

and when anyone brought a suit before the king for 

judgement, Absalom would call out and say, ‘From 

what city are you?’ When the person said, ‘Your 

servant is of such and such a tribe in Israel’, 

Absalom would say, ‘See, your claims are good and 

right; but there is no one deputed by the king to hear 

you.’ Absalom said moreover, ‘If only I were judge 

in the land! Then all who had a suit or cause might 

come to me, and I would give them justice.’ 

Whenever people came near to do obeisance to him, 

he would put out his hand and take hold of them, 

and kiss them. Thus Absalom did to every Israelite 

who came to the king for judgement; so Absalom 

stole the hearts of the people of Israel.  

At the end of four years Absalom said to the king, 

‘Please let me go to Hebron and pay the vow that I 

have made to the Lord. For your servant made a 

vow while I lived at Geshur in Aram: If the Lord 

will indeed bring me back to Jerusalem, then I will 

worship the Lord in Hebron.’ The king said to him, 

‘Go in peace.’ So he got up, and went to Hebron. 

But Absalom sent secret messengers throughout all 

the tribes of Israel, saying, ‘As soon as you hear the 

sound of the trumpet, then shout: Absalom has 

become king at Hebron!’ Two hundred men from 

Jerusalem went with Absalom; they were invited 

guests, and they went in their innocence, knowing 

nothing of the matter. While Absalom was offering 

the sacrifices, he sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, 

David’s counsellor, from his city Giloh. The 

conspiracy grew in strength, and the people with 

Absalom kept increasing.  

A messenger came to David, saying, ‘The hearts of 

the Israelites have gone after Absalom.’ Then David 

said to all his officials who were with him at 

Jerusalem, ‘Get up! Let us flee, or there will be no 

escape for us from Absalom. Hurry, or he will soon 

overtake us, and bring disaster down upon us, and 

attack the city with the edge of the sword.’ The 

king’s officials said to the king, ‘Your servants are 

ready to do whatever our lord the king decides.’ So 

the king left, followed by all his household, except 

ten concubines whom he left behind to look after 

the house. The king left, followed by all the people; 

and they stopped at the last house. All his officials 

passed by him; and all the Cherethites, and all the 

Pelethites, and all the six hundred Gittites who had 

followed him from Gath, passed on before the king.  

Acts 21:27-36 

When the seven days were almost completed, the 

Jews from Asia, who had seen him in the temple, 

stirred up the whole crowd. They seized him, 

shouting, ‘Fellow-Israelites, help! This is the man 

who is teaching everyone everywhere against our 

people, our law, and this place; more than that, he 

has actually brought Greeks into the temple and has 

defiled this holy place.’ For they had previously 

seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, 

and they supposed that Paul had brought him into 

the temple. Then all the city was aroused, and the 

people rushed together. They seized Paul and 

dragged him out of the temple, and immediately the 

doors were shut. While they were trying to kill him, 

word came to the tribune of the cohort that all 

Jerusalem was in an uproar. Immediately he took 

soldiers and centurions and ran down to them. 

When they saw the tribune and the soldiers, they 

stopped beating Paul. Then the tribune came, 

arrested him, and ordered him to be bound with two 

chains; he inquired who he was and what he had 

done. Some in the crowd shouted one thing, some 

another; and as he could not learn the facts because 

of the uproar, he ordered him to be brought into the 

barracks. When Paul came to the steps, the violence 

of the mob was so great that he had to be carried by 

the soldiers. The crowd that followed kept shouting, 

‘Away with him!’  

Mark 10:32-45 

They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and 

Jesus was walking ahead of them; they were 

amazed, and those who followed were afraid. He 

took the twelve aside again and began to tell them 

what was to happen to him, saying, ‘See, we are 

going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 

handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and 

they will condemn him to death; then they will hand 

him over to the Gentiles; they will mock him, and 
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spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; and after 

three days he will rise again.’  

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward 

to him and said to him, ‘Teacher, we want you to do 

for us whatever we ask of you.’ And he said to 

them, ‘What is it you want me to do for you?’ And 

they said to him, ‘Grant us to sit, one at your right 

hand and one at your left, in your glory.’ But Jesus 

said to them, ‘You do not know what you are 

asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or 

be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 

with?’ They replied, ‘We are able.’ Then Jesus said 

to them, ‘The cup that I drink you will drink; and 

with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will 

be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left 

is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it 

has been prepared.’  

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry 

with James and John. So Jesus called them and said 

to them, ‘You know that among the Gentiles those 

whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over 

them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 

But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to 

become great among you must be your servant, and 

whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave 

of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but 

to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’  

 

 


