Daily Office Readings, Year 2

(Proper 19)

Monday, September 14
Holy Cross Day

Psalm 118

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *
his mercy endures for ever.

2 Let Israel now proclaim, *
"His mercy endures for ever."

3 Let the house of Aaron now proclaim, *
"His mercy endures for ever."

4 Let those who fear the Lord now proclaim, *
"His mercy endures for ever."

5 I called to the Lord in my distress; *
the Lord answered by setting me free.

6 The Lord is at my side, therefore I will not fear; *
what can anyone do to me?

7 The Lord is at my side to help me; *
I will triumph over those who hate me.

8 It is better to rely on the Lord *
than to put any trust in flesh.

9 It is better to rely on the Lord *
than to put any trust in rulers.

10 All the ungodly encompass me; *
in the name of the Lord I will repel them.

11 They hem me in, they hem me in on every side;*
in the name of the Lord I will repel them.

12 They swarm about me like bees;
they blaze like a fire of thorns; *
in the name of the Lord I will repel them.

13 I was pressed so hard that I almost fell, *
but the Lord came to my help.

14 The Lord is my strength and my song, *
and he has become my salvation.

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory *
in the tents of the righteous:

16 "The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! *
the right hand of the Lord is exalted!
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!"

17 I shall not die, but live, *
and declare the works of the Lord.

18 The Lord has punished me sorely, *
but he did not hand me over to death.

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *
I will enter them;
I will offer thanks to the Lord.

20 "This is the gate of the Lord; *
he who is righteous may enter."

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *
and have become my salvation.

22 The same stone which the builders rejected *
has become the chief cornerstone.

23 This is the Lord's doing, *
and it is marvelous in our eyes.

24 On this day the Lord has acted; *
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

25 Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! *
Lord, send us now success.

26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord; *
we bless you from the house of the Lord.



27 God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; *
form a procession with branches up to the horns of
the altar.

28 "You are my God, and I will thank you; *
you are my God, and I will exalt you."

29 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *
his mercy endures for ever.

Genesis 3:1-15

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other
wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to
the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from
any tree in the garden”?’ The woman said to the
serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit
of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor
shall you touch it, or you shall die.” * But the
serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes,
and that the tree was to be desired to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together and made loincloths for themselves.

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in
the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence
of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But
the Lord God called to the man, and said to him,
‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of you
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you
that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree
of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man
said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me,
she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the
Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you
have done?” The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked
me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent,
‘Because you have done this,

cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.’

1 Peter 3:17-22

For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering
should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil.
For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you
to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made
alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a
proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former
times did not obey, when God waited patiently in
the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in
which a few, that is, eight people, were saved
through water. And baptism, which this prefigured,
now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the
body, but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made
subject to him.

Tuesday, September 15t
Psalm 68

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; *
let those who hate him flee before him.

2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives
it away; *

as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish
at the presence of God.

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before
God; *
let them also be merry and joyful.



4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name;
exalt him who rides upon the heavens; *
Yahweh is his Name, rejoice before him!

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, *
God in his holy habitation!

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth
prisoners into freedom; *
but the rebels shall live in dry places.

7 O God, when you went forth before your people,*
when you marched through the wilderness,

8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, *
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your
inheritance; *
you refreshed the land when it was weary.

10 Your people found their home in it; *
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision
for the poor.

11 The Lord gave the word; *
great was the company of women who bore the
tidings:

12 "Kings with their armies are fleeing away; *
the women at home are dividing the spoils."

13 Though you lingered among the sheepfolds, *
you shall be like a dove whose wings are covered
with silver,

whose feathers are like green gold.

14 When the Almighty scattered kings, *
it was like snow falling in Zalmon.

15 O mighty mountain, O hill of Bashan! *
O rugged mountain, O hill of Bashan!

16 Why do you look with envy, O rugged mountain,
at the hill which God chose for his resting place? *
truly, the Lord will dwell there for ever.

17 The chariots of God are twenty thousand,
even thousands of thousands; *
the Lord comes in holiness from Sinai.

18 You have gone up on high and led captivity
captive;

you have received gifts even from your enemies, *
that the Lord God might dwell among them.

19 Blessed be the Lord day by day, *
the God of our salvation, who bears our burdens.

20 He is our God, the God of our salvation; *
God is the Lord, by whom we escape death.

21 God shall crush the heads of his enemies, *
and the hairy scalp of those who go on still in their
wickedness.

22 The Lord has said, "I will bring them back from
Bashan; *
I will bring them back from the depths of the sea;

23 That your foot may be dipped in blood, *
the tongues of your dogs in the blood of your
enemies."

24 They see your procession, O God, *
your procession into the sanctuary, my God and my
King.

25 The singers go before, musicians follow after, *
in the midst of maidens playing upon the hand-
drums.

26 Bless God in the congregation; *
bless the Lord, you that are of the fountain of Israel.

27 There is Benjamin, least of the tribes, at the
head;

the princes of Judah in a company; *

and the princes of Zebulon and Naphtali.

28 Send forth your strength, O God; *
establish, O God, what you have wrought for us.

29 Kings shall bring gifts to you, *
for your temple's sake at Jerusalem.



30 Rebuke the wild beast of the reeds, *
and the peoples, a herd of wild bulls with its calves.

31 Trample down those who lust after silver; *
scatter the peoples that delight in war.

32 Let tribute be brought out of Egypt; *
let Ethiopia stretch out her hands to God.

33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; *
sing praises to the Lord.

34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; *
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.

35 Ascribe power to God; *
his majesty is over Israel;
his strength is in the skies.

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! *
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his
people!

Blessed be God!

Job 40:1,41:1-11
And the Lord said to Job:

‘Can you draw out Leviathan with a fish-hook,
or press down its tongue with a cord?
Can you put a rope in its nose,
or pierce its jaw with a hook?
Will it make many supplications to you?
Will it speak soft words to you?
Will it make a covenant with you
to be taken as your servant for ever?
Will you play with it as with a bird,
or will you put it on a leash for your girls?
Will traders bargain over it?
Will they divide it up among the merchants?
Can you fill its skin with harpoons,
or its head with fishing-spears?
Lay hands on it;
think of the battle; you will not do it again!
Any hope of capturing it will be disappointed,
were not even the gods overwhelmed at the sight
of it?
No one is so fierce as to dare to stir it up.
Who can stand before it?

Who can confront it and be safe?
—under the whole heaven, who?

Acts 16:6-15

They went through the region of Phrygia and
Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to
speak the word in Asia. When they had come
opposite Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia,
but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; so,
passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. During
the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of
Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come
over to Macedonia and help us.” When he had seen
the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to
Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us
to proclaim the good news to them.

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and
from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the
district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We
remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath
day we went outside the gate by the river, where we
supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat
down and spoke to the women who had gathered
there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper
of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of
Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord
opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said
by Paul. When she and her household were
baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged
me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my
home.” And she prevailed upon us.

John 12:9-19

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he
was there, they came not only because of Jesus but
also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the
dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to
death as well, since it was on account of him that
many of the Jews were deserting and were believing
in Jesus.

The next day the great crowd that had come to the
festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.
So they took branches of palm trees and went out to
meet him, shouting,

4



‘Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name
of the Lord—

the King of Israel!’
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is
written:
‘Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion.
Look, your king is coming,

sitting on a donkey’s colt!’
His disciples did not understand these things at first;
but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered
that these things had been written of him and had
been done to him. So the crowd that had been with
him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and
raised him from the dead continued to testify. It was
also because they heard that he had performed this
sign that the crowd went to meet him. The Pharisees
then said to one another, ‘You see, you can do
nothing. Look, the world has gone after him!’

Wednesday, September 16"
Psalm 119:73-96

73 Your hands have made me and fashioned me; *
give me understanding, that [ may learn your
commandments.

74 Those who fear you will be glad when they see
me, *
because I trust in your word.

75 Tknow, O Lord, that your judgments are right *
and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me.

76 Let your loving-kindness be my comfort, *
as you have promised to your servant.

77 Let your compassion come to me, that [ may
live, *
for your law is my delight.

78 Let the arrogant be put to shame, for they wrong
me with lies; *
but I will meditate on your commandments.

79 Let those who fear you turn to me, *
and also those who know your decrees.

80 Let my heart be sound in your statutes, *
that I may not be put to shame.

81 My soul has longed for your salvation; *
I have put my hope in your word.

82 My eyes have failed from watching for your
promise, *
and I say, "When will you comfort me?"

83 I have become like a leather flask in the smoke,*
but I have not forgotten your statutes.

84 How much longer must [ wait? *
when will you give judgment against those who
persecute me?

85 The proud have dug pits for me; *
they do not keep your law.

86 All your commandments are true; *
help me, for they persecute me with lies.

87 They had almost made an end of me on earth, *
but I have not forsaken your commandments.

88 In your loving-kindness, revive me, *
that [ may keep the decrees of your mouth.

89 O Lord, your word is everlasting; *
it stands firm in the heavens.

90 Your faithfulness remains from one generation
to another; *
you established the earth, and it abides.

91 By your decree these continue to this day, *
for all things are your servants.

92 If my delight had not been in your law, *
I should have perished in my affliction.

93 I will never forget your commandments, *
because by them you give me life.

94 T am yours; oh, that you would save me! *
for I study your commandments.



95 Though the wicked lie in wait for me to destroy
me, *
I will apply my mind to your decrees.

96 I see that all things come to an end, *
but your commandment has no bounds.

Job 42:1-17

Then Job answered the Lord:
‘I know that you can do all things,
and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
“Who is this that hides counsel without
knowledge?”’
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me, which I did not
know.
“Hear, and I will speak;
I will question you, and you declare to me.”
I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,
but now my eye sees you;
therefore I despise myself,
and repent in dust and ashes.’

After the Lord had spoken these words to Job, the
Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite: ‘My wrath is
kindled against you and against your two friends;
for you have not spoken of me what is right, as my
servant Job has. Now therefore take seven bulls and
seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up
for yourselves a burnt-offering; and my servant Job
shall pray for you, for I will accept his prayer not to
deal with you according to your folly; for you have
not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job
has done.” So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did
what the Lord had told them; and the Lord accepted
Job’s prayer.

And the Lord restored the fortunes of Job when he
had prayed for his friends; and the Lord gave Job
twice as much as he had before. Then there came to
him all his brothers and sisters and all who had
known him before, and they ate bread with him in
his house; they showed him sympathy and
comforted him for all the evil that the Lord had
brought upon him; and each of them gave him a
piece of money and a gold ring. The Lord blessed

the latter days of Job more than his beginning; and
he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand
camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand
donkeys. He also had seven sons and three
daughters. He named the first Jemimah, the second
Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch. In all the land
there were no women so beautiful as Job’s
daughters; and their father gave them an inheritance
along with their brothers. After this Job lived for
one hundred and forty years, and saw his children,
and his children’s children, four generations. And
Job died, old and full of days.

Acts 16:16-24

One day, as we were going to the place of prayer,
we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination
and brought her owners a great deal of money by
fortune-telling. While she followed Paul and us, she
would cry out, ‘These men are slaves of the Most
High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.’
She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very
much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, ‘I order
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.’
And it came out that very hour.

But when her owners saw that their hope of making
money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and
dragged them into the market-place before the
authorities. When they had brought them before the
magistrates, they said, ‘These men are disturbing
our city; they are Jews and are advocating customs
that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or
observe.” The crowd joined in attacking them, and
the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing
and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After they
had given them a severe flogging, they threw them
into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them
securely. Following these instructions, he put them
in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the
stocks.

John 12:20-26

Now among those who went up to worship at the
festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip,
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him,
‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told



Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for
the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it,
and those who hate their life in this world will keep
it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow
me, and where I am, there will my servant be also.
Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.

Thursday, September 17®
Psalm 74

1 O God, why have you utterly cast us off? *
why is your wrath so hot against the sheep of your
pasture?

2 Remember your congregation that you purchased
long ago, *

the tribe you redeemed to be your inheritance,

and Mount Zion where you dwell.

3 Turn your steps toward the endless ruins; *
the enemy has laid waste everything in your
sanctuary.

4 Your adversaries roared in your holy place; *
they set up their banners as tokens of victory.

5 They were like men coming up with axes to a
grove of trees; *

they broke down all your carved work with hatchets
and hammers.

6 They set fire to your holy place; *
they defiled the dwelling-place of your Name
and razed it to the ground.

7 They said to themselves, "Let us destroy them
altogether." *

They burned down all the meeting-places of God in
the land.

8 There are no signs for us to see;
there is no prophet left; *
there is not one among us who knows how long.

9 How long, O God, will the adversary scoff? *
will the enemy blaspheme your Name for ever?

10 Why do you draw back your hand? *
why is your right hand hidden in your bosom?

11 Yet God is my King from ancient times, *
victorious in the midst of the earth.

12 You divided the sea by your might *
and shattered the heads of the dragons upon the
waters;

13 You crushed the heads of Leviathan *
and gave him to the people of the desert for food.

14 You split open spring and torrent; *
you dried up ever-flowing rivers.

15 Yours is the day, yours also the night; *
you established the moon and the sun.

16 You fixed all the boundaries of the earth; *
you made both summer and winter.

17 Remember, O Lord, how the enemy scoffed, *
how a foolish people despised your Name.

18 Do not hand over the life of your dove to wild
beasts; *
never forget the lives of your poor.

19 Look upon your covenant; *
the dark places of the earth are haunts of violence.

20 Let not the oppressed turn away ashamed; *
let the poor and needy praise your Name.

21 Arise, O God, maintain your cause; *
remember how fools revile you all day long.

22 Forget not the clamor of your adversaries, *
the unending tumult of those who rise up against
you.



Job 28:1-28

‘Surely there is a mine for silver,

and a place for gold to be refined.
Iron is taken out of the earth,

and copper is smelted from ore.
Miners put an end to darkness,

and search out to the farthest bound

the ore in gloom and deep darkness.
They open shafts in a valley away from human
habitation;

they are forgotten by travellers,

they sway suspended, remote from people.
As for the earth, out of it comes bread;

but underneath it is turned up as by fire.
Its stones are the place of sapphires,

and its dust contains gold.

“That path no bird of prey knows,
and the falcon’s eye has not seen it.

The proud wild animals have not trodden it;
the lion has not passed over it.

“They put their hand to the flinty rock,
and overturn mountains by the roots.
They cut out channels in the rocks,
and their eyes see every precious thing.
The sources of the rivers they probe;
hidden things they bring to light.

‘But where shall wisdom be found?
And where is the place of understanding?
Mortals do not know the way to it,
and it is not found in the land of the living.
The deep says, “It is not in me”,
and the sea says, “It is not with me.”
It cannot be bought for gold,
and silver cannot be weighed out as its price.
It cannot be valued in the gold of Ophir,
in precious onyx or sapphire.
Gold and glass cannot equal it,
nor can it be exchanged for jewels of fine gold.
No mention shall be made of coral or of crystal,
the price of wisdom is above pearls.
The chrysolite of Ethiopia cannot compare with it,
nor can it be valued in pure gold.

‘Where then does wisdom come from?
And where is the place of understanding?

It is hidden from the eyes of all living,

and concealed from the birds of the air.
Abaddon and Death say,

“We have heard a rumour of it with our ears.”

‘God understands the way to it,
and he knows its place.
For he looks to the ends of the earth,
and sees everything under the heavens.
When he gave to the wind its weight,
and apportioned out the waters by measure;
when he made a decree for the rain,
and a way for the thunderbolt;
then he saw it and declared it;
he established it, and searched it out.
And he said to humankind,
“Truly, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom;
and to depart from evil is understanding.” ’

Acts 16:25-40

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them. Suddenly there was an
earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the
prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors
were opened and everyone’s chains were
unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the
prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was
about to kill himself, since he supposed that the
prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud
voice, ‘Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.’
The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell
down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he
brought them outside and said, ‘Sirs, what must I do
to be saved?’ They answered, ‘Believe on the Lord
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” They spoke the word of the Lord to him
and to all who were in his house. At the same hour
of the night he took them and washed their wounds;
then he and his entire family were baptized without
delay. He brought them up into the house and set
food before them; and he and his entire household
rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.

When morning came, the magistrates sent the
police, saying, ‘Let those men go.” And the jailer
reported the message to Paul, saying, ‘The



magistrates sent word to let you go; therefore come
out now and go in peace.’” But Paul replied, ‘They
have beaten us in public, uncondemned, men who
are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into prison;
and now are they going to discharge us in secret?
Certainly not! Let them come and take us out
themselves.” The police reported these words to the
magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard
that they were Roman citizens; so they came and
apologized to them. And they took them out and
asked them to leave the city. After leaving the
prison they went to Lydia’s home; and when they
had seen and encouraged the brothers and sisters
there, they departed.

John 12:27-36

‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—
“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is for this
reason that [ have come to this hour. Father, glorify
your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The
crowd standing there heard it and said that it was
thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’
Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake,
not for mine. Now is the judgement of this world;
now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And
I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind
of death he was to die. The crowd answered him,
‘We have heard from the law that the Messiah
remains for ever. How can you say that the Son of
Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?’
Jesus said to them, ‘The light is with you for a little
longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the
darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the
darkness, you do not know where you are going.
While you have the light, believe in the light, so that
you may become children of light.’

After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from
them.



