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 (Proper 22) 

 

 

Monday, October 5 

Psalm 106:19-48 

 

19 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb * 

and worshiped a molten image; 

 

20 And so they exchanged their Glory * 

for the image of an ox that feeds on grass. 

 

21 They forgot God their Savior, * 

who had done great things in Egypt, 

 

22 Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, * 

and fearful things at the Red Sea. 

 

23 So he would have destroyed them, 

had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the 

breach, * 

to turn away his wrath from consuming them. 

 

24 They refused the pleasant land * 

and would not believe his promise. 

 

25 They grumbled in their tents * 

and would not listen to the voice of the Lord. 

 

26 So he lifted his hand against them, * 

to overthrow them in the wilderness, 

27 To cast out their seed among the nations, * 

and to scatter them throughout the lands. 

 

28 They joined themselves to Baal-Peor * 

and ate sacrifices offered to the dead. 

 

29 They provoked him to anger with their actions, * 

and a plague broke out among them. 

 

30 Then Phinehas stood up and interceded, * 

and the plague came to an end. 

 

 

31 This was reckoned to him as righteousness * 

throughout all generations for ever. 

 

32 Again they provoked his anger at the waters of 

Meribah, * 

so that he punished Moses because of them; 

 

33 For they so embittered his spirit * 

that he spoke rash words with his lips. 

 

34 They did not destroy the peoples * 

as the Lord had commanded them. 

 

35 They intermingled with the heathen * 

and learned their pagan ways, 

 

36 So that they worshiped their idols, * 

which became a snare to them. 

 

37 They sacrificed their sons * 

and their daughters to evil spirits. 

 

38 They shed innocent blood, 

the blood of their sons and daughters, * 

which they offered to the idols of Canaan, 

and the land was defiled with blood. 

39 Thus they were polluted by their actions * 

and went whoring in their evil deeds. 

 

40 Therefore the wrath of the Lord was kindled 

against 

his people * 

and he abhorred his inheritance. 

 

41 He gave them over to the hand of the heathen, * 

and those who hated them ruled over them. 

 

42 Their enemies oppressed them, * 

and they were humbled under their hand. 

 

43 Many a time did he deliver them, 

but they rebelled through their own devices, * 

and were brought down in their iniquity. 

 

44 Nevertheless, he saw their distress, * 

when he heard their lamentation. 

 

45 He remembered his covenant with them * 

and relented in accordance with his great mercy. 
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46 He caused them to be pitied * 

by those who held them captive. 

 

47 Save us, O Lord our God, 

and gather us from among the nations, * 

that we may give thanks to your holy Name 

and glory in your praise. 

 

48 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

from everlasting and to everlasting; * 

and let all the people say, "Amen!" 

Hallelujah! 

Hosea 14:1-9 

Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, 

   for you have stumbled because of your iniquity.  

Take words with you 

   and return to the Lord; 

say to him, 

   ‘Take away all guilt; 

accept that which is good, 

   and we will offer 

   the fruit of our lips.  

Assyria shall not save us; 

   we will not ride upon horses; 

we will say no more, “Our God”, 

   to the work of our hands. 

In you the orphan finds mercy.’  

I will heal their disloyalty; 

   I will love them freely, 

   for my anger has turned from them.  

I will be like the dew to Israel; 

   he shall blossom like the lily, 

   he shall strike root like the forests of Lebanon.  

His shoots shall spread out; 

   his beauty shall be like the olive tree, 

   and his fragrance like that of Lebanon.  

They shall again live beneath my shadow, 

   they shall flourish as a garden; 

they shall blossom like the vine, 

   their fragrance shall be like the wine of Lebanon.  

O Ephraim, what have I to do with idols? 

   It is I who answer and look after you. 

I am like an evergreen cypress; 

   your faithfulness comes from me.  

Those who are wise understand these things; 

   those who are discerning know them. 

For the ways of the Lord are right, 

   and the upright walk in them, 

   but transgressors stumble in them.  

Acts 22:30-23:11 

Since he wanted to find out what Paul was being 

accused of by the Jews, the next day he released 

him and ordered the chief priests and the entire 

council to meet. He brought Paul down and had him 

stand before them.  

While Paul was looking intently at the council he 

said, ‘Brothers, up to this day I have lived my life 

with a clear conscience before God.’ Then the high 

priest Ananias ordered those standing near him to 

strike him on the mouth. At this Paul said to him, 

‘God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are 

you sitting there to judge me according to the law, 

and yet in violation of the law you order me to be 

struck?’ Those standing nearby said, ‘Do you dare 

to insult God’s high priest?’ And Paul said, ‘I did 

not realize, brothers, that he was high priest; for it is 

written, “You shall not speak evil of a leader of 

your people.” ’  

When Paul noticed that some were Sadducees and 

others were Pharisees, he called out in the council, 

‘Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. I am 

on trial concerning the hope of the resurrection of 

the dead.’ When he said this, a dissension began 

between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the 

assembly was divided. (The Sadducees say that 

there is no resurrection, or angel, or spirit; but the 

Pharisees acknowledge all three.) Then a great 

clamour arose, and certain scribes of the Pharisees’ 

group stood up and contended, ‘We find nothing 

wrong with this man. What if a spirit or an angel 

has spoken to him?’ When the dissension became 

violent, the tribune, fearing that they would tear 

Paul to pieces, ordered the soldiers to go down, take 

him by force, and bring him into the barracks.  

That night the Lord stood near him and said, ‘Keep 

up your courage! For just as you have testified for 

me in Jerusalem, so you must bear witness also in 

Rome.’  
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Luke 6:39-49 

He also told them a parable: ‘Can a blind person 

guide a blind person? Will not both fall into a pit? A 

disciple is not above the teacher, but everyone who 

is fully qualified will be like the teacher. Why do 

you see the speck in your neighbour’s eye, but do 

not notice the log in your own eye? Or how can you 

say to your neighbour, “Friend, let me take out the 

speck in your eye”, when you yourself do not see 

the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take 

the log out of your own eye, and then you will see 

clearly to take the speck out of your neighbour’s 

eye.  

‘No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad 

tree bear good fruit; for each tree is known by its 

own fruit. Figs are not gathered from thorns, nor are 

grapes picked from a bramble bush. The good 

person out of the good treasure of the heart 

produces good, and the evil person out of evil 

treasure produces evil; for it is out of the abundance 

of the heart that the mouth speaks.  

‘Why do you call me “Lord, Lord”, and do not do 

what I tell you? I will show you what someone is 

like who comes to me, hears my words, and acts on 

them. That one is like a man building a house, who 

dug deeply and laid the foundation on rock; when a 

flood arose, the river burst against that house but 

could not shake it, because it had been well built. 

But the one who hears and does not act is like a man 

who built a house on the ground without a 

foundation. When the river burst against it, 

immediately it fell, and great was the ruin of that 

house.’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, October 6 

Psalm 124  

 

1 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

let Israel now say; 

 

2 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

when enemies rose up against us; 

 

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 

in their fierce anger toward us; 

 

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 

and the torrent gone over us; 

 

5 Then would the raging waters * 

have gone right over us. 

 

6 Blessed be the Lord! * 

he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

 

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the 

fowler; * 

the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

 

8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

 

 

Psalm 125  

 

1 Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion,* 

which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ever. 

 

2 The hills stand about Jerusalem; * 

so does the Lord stand round about his people, 

from this time forth for evermore. 

 

3 The scepter of the wicked shall not hold sway 

over the land allotted to the just, * 

so that the just shall not put their hands to evil. 

 

4 Show your goodness, O Lord, to those who are 

good * 

and to those who are true of heart. 

 

5 As for those who turn aside to crooked ways, 

the Lord will lead them away with the evildoers; * 

but peace be upon Israel. 
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Psalm 126  

 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 

then were we like those who dream. 

 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 

and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

 

3 Then they said among the nations, * 

"The Lord has done great things for them." 

 

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 

and we are glad indeed. 

 

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 

like the watercourses of the Negev. 

 

6 Those who sowed with tears * 

will reap with songs of joy. 

 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

Micah 1:1-9 

The word of the Lord that came to Micah of 

Moresheth in the days of Kings Jotham, Ahaz, and 

Hezekiah of Judah, which he saw concerning 

Samaria and Jerusalem.  

Hear, you peoples, all of you; 

   listen, O earth, and all that is in it; 

and let the Lord God be a witness against you, 

   the Lord from his holy temple.  

For lo, the Lord is coming out of his place, 

   and will come down and tread upon the high 

places of the earth.  

Then the mountains will melt under him 

   and the valleys will burst open, 

like wax near the fire, 

   like waters poured down a steep place.  

All this is for the transgression of Jacob 

   and for the sins of the house of Israel. 

What is the transgression of Jacob? 

   Is it not Samaria? 

And what is the high place of Judah? 

   Is it not Jerusalem?  

Therefore I will make Samaria a heap in the open 

country, 

   a place for planting vineyards. 

I will pour down her stones into the valley, 

   and uncover her foundations.  

All her images shall be beaten to pieces, 

   all her wages shall be burned with fire, 

   and all her idols I will lay waste; 

for as the wages of a prostitute she gathered them, 

   and as the wages of a prostitute they shall again 

be used.  

For this I will lament and wail; 

   I will go barefoot and naked; 

I will make lamentation like the jackals, 

   and mourning like the ostriches.  

For her wound is incurable. 

   It has come to Judah; 

it has reached to the gate of my people, 

   to Jerusalem.  

Acts 23:12-24 

In the morning the Jews joined in a conspiracy and 

bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor 

drink until they had killed Paul. There were more 

than forty who joined in this conspiracy. They went 

to the chief priests and elders and said, ‘We have 

strictly bound ourselves by an oath to taste no food 

until we have killed Paul. Now then, you and the 

council must notify the tribune to bring him down 

to you, on the pretext that you want to make a more 

thorough examination of his case. And we are ready 

to do away with him before he arrives.’  

Now the son of Paul’s sister heard about the 

ambush; so he went and gained entrance to the 

barracks and told Paul. Paul called one of the 

centurions and said, ‘Take this young man to the 

tribune, for he has something to report to him.’ So 

he took him, brought him to the tribune, and said, 

‘The prisoner Paul called me and asked me to bring 

this young man to you; he has something to tell 

you.’ The tribune took him by the hand, drew him 

aside privately, and asked, ‘What is it that you have 

to report to me?’ He answered, ‘The Jews have 

agreed to ask you to bring Paul down to the council 

tomorrow, as though they were going to inquire 

more thoroughly into his case. But do not be 

persuaded by them, for more than forty of their men 

are lying in ambush for him. They have bound 
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themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink until 

they kill him. They are ready now and are waiting 

for your consent.’ So the tribune dismissed the 

young man, ordering him, ‘Tell no one that you 

have informed me of this.’  

Then he summoned two of the centurions and said, 

‘Get ready to leave by nine o’clock tonight for 

Caesarea with two hundred soldiers, seventy 

horsemen, and two hundred spearmen. Also provide 

mounts for Paul to ride, and take him safely to Felix 

the governor.’  

Luke 7:1-17 

After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the 

hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. A 

centurion there had a slave whom he valued highly, 

and who was ill and close to death. When he heard 

about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, 

asking him to come and heal his slave. When they 

came to Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, 

saying, ‘He is worthy of having you do this for him, 

for he loves our people, and it is he who built our 

synagogue for us.’ And Jesus went with them, but 

when he was not far from the house, the centurion 

sent friends to say to him, ‘Lord, do not trouble 

yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come 

under my roof; therefore I did not presume to come 

to you. But only speak the word, and let my servant 

be healed. For I also am a man set under authority, 

with soldiers under me; and I say to one, “Go”, and 

he goes, and to another, “Come”, and he comes, and 

to my slave, “Do this”, and the slave does it.’ When 

Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and turning 

to the crowd that followed him, he said, ‘I tell you, 

not even in Israel have I found such faith.’ When 

those who had been sent returned to the house, they 

found the slave in good health.  

Soon afterwards he went to a town called Nain, and 

his disciples and a large crowd went with him. As 

he approached the gate of the town, a man who had 

died was being carried out. He was his mother’s 

only son, and she was a widow; and with her was a 

large crowd from the town. When the Lord saw her, 

he had compassion for her and said to her, ‘Do not 

weep.’ Then he came forward and touched the bier, 

and the bearers stood still. And he said, ‘Young 

man, I say to you, rise!’ The dead man sat up and 

began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. 

Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God, 

saying, ‘A great prophet has risen among us!’ and 

‘God has looked favourably on his people!’ This 

word about him spread throughout Judea and all the 

surrounding country.  

 

Wednesday, October 7 

Psalm 128  

 

1 Happy are they all who fear the Lord, * 

and who follow in his ways! 

 

2 You shall eat the fruit of your labor; * 

happiness and prosperity shall be yours. 

 

3 Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your 

house, * 

your children like olive shoots round about your 

table. 

 

4 The man who fears the Lord * 

shall thus indeed be blessed. 

 

5 The Lord bless you from Zion, * 

and may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the 

days of your life. 

 

6 May you live to see your children's children; * 

may peace be upon Israel. 

 

 

Psalm 129  

 

1 "Greatly have they oppressed me since my 

youth," * 

let Israel now say; 

 

2 "Greatly have they oppressed me since my youth* 

but they have not prevailed against me." 

 

3 The plowmen plowed upon my back * 

and made their furrows long. 

 

4 The Lord, the Righteous One, * 

has cut the cords of the wicked. 
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5 Let them be put to shame and thrown back, * 

all those who are enemies of Zion. 

 

6 Let them be like grass upon the housetops, * 

which withers before it can be plucked; 

 

7 Which does not fill the hand of the reaper, * 

nor the bosom of him who binds the sheaves; 

 

8 So that those who go by say not so much as, 

"The Lord prosper you. * 

We wish you well in the Name of the Lord." 

 

 

Psalm 130  

 

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; 

Lord, hear my voice; * 

let your ears consider well the voice of my 

supplication. 

 

2 If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, * 

O Lord, who could stand? 

 

3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 

therefore you shall be feared.  

4 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * 

in his word is my hope. 

 

5 My soul waits for the Lord, 

more than watchmen for the morning, * 

more than watchmen for the morning. 

 

6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, * 

for with the Lord there is mercy; 

 

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, * 

and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins 

Micah 2:1-13 

Alas for those who devise wickedness 

   and evil deeds on their beds! 

When the morning dawns, they perform it, 

   because it is in their power.  

They covet fields, and seize them; 

   houses, and take them away; 

they oppress householder and house, 

   people and their inheritance.  

Therefore, thus says the Lord: 

Now, I am devising against this family an evil 

   from which you cannot remove your necks; 

and you shall not walk haughtily, 

   for it will be an evil time.  

On that day they shall take up a taunt-song against 

you, 

   and wail with bitter lamentation, 

and say, ‘We are utterly ruined; 

   the Lord alters the inheritance of my people; 

how he removes it from me! 

   Among our captors he parcels out our fields.’  

Therefore you will have no one to cast the line by 

lot 

   in the assembly of the Lord.  

‘Do not preach’—thus they preach— 

   ‘one should not preach of such things; 

   disgrace will not overtake us.’  

Should this be said, O house of Jacob? 

   Is the Lord’s patience exhausted? 

   Are these his doings? 

Do not my words do good 

   to one who walks uprightly?  

But you rise up against my people as an enemy; 

   you strip the robe from the peaceful, 

from those who pass by trustingly 

   with no thought of war.  

The women of my people you drive out 

   from their pleasant houses; 

from their young children you take away 

   my glory for ever.  

Arise and go; 

   for this is no place to rest, 

because of uncleanness that destroys 

   with a grievous destruction.  

If someone were to go about uttering empty 

falsehoods, 

   saying, ‘I will preach to you of wine and strong 

drink’, 

   such a one would be the preacher for this people!  

I will surely gather all of you, O Jacob, 

   I will gather the survivors of Israel; 

I will set them together 

   like sheep in a fold, 

like a flock in its pasture; 

   it will resound with people.  

The one who breaks out will go up before them; 
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   they will break through and pass the gate, 

   going out by it. 

Their king will pass on before them, 

   the Lord at their head.  

Acts 23:23-35 

Then he summoned two of the centurions and said, 

‘Get ready to leave by nine o’clock tonight for 

Caesarea with two hundred soldiers, seventy 

horsemen, and two hundred spearmen. Also provide 

mounts for Paul to ride, and take him safely to Felix 

the governor.’ He wrote a letter to this effect:  

‘Claudius Lysias to his Excellency the governor 

Felix, greetings. This man was seized by the Jews 

and was about to be killed by them, but when I had 

learned that he was a Roman citizen, I came with 

the guard and rescued him. Since I wanted to know 

the charge for which they accused him, I had him 

brought to their council. I found that he was accused 

concerning questions of their law, but was charged 

with nothing deserving death or imprisonment. 

When I was informed that there would be a plot 

against the man, I sent him to you at once, ordering 

his accusers also to state before you what they have 

against him.’  

So the soldiers, according to their instructions, took 

Paul and brought him during the night to Antipatris. 

The next day they let the horsemen go on with him, 

while they returned to the barracks. When they 

came to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the 

governor, they presented Paul also before him. On 

reading the letter, he asked what province he 

belonged to, and when he learned that he was from 

Cilicia, he said, ‘I will give you a hearing when 

your accusers arrive.’ Then he ordered that he be 

kept under guard in Herod’s headquarters. 

Luke 7:18-35 

The disciples of John reported all these things to 

him. So John summoned two of his disciples and 

sent them to the Lord to ask, ‘Are you the one who 

is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ When the 

men had come to him, they said, ‘John the Baptist 

has sent us to you to ask, “Are you the one who is to 

come, or are we to wait for another?” ’ Jesus had 

just then cured many people of diseases, plagues, 

and evil spirits, and had given sight to many who 

were blind. And he answered them, ‘Go and tell 

John what you have seen and heard: the blind 

receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor 

have good news brought to them. And blessed is 

anyone who takes no offence at me.’  

When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to 

speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you go 

out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 

the wind? What then did you go out to see? 

Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who 

put on fine clothing and live in luxury are in royal 

palaces. What then did you go out to see? A 

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 

This is the one about whom it is written, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

   who will prepare your way before you.”  

I tell you, among those born of women no one is 

greater than John; yet the least in the kingdom of 

God is greater than he.’ (And all the people who 

heard this, including the tax-collectors, 

acknowledged the justice of God, because they had 

been baptized with John’s baptism. But by refusing 

to be baptized by him, the Pharisees and the lawyers 

rejected God’s purpose for themselves.)  

‘To what then will I compare the people of this 

generation, and what are they like? They are like 

children sitting in the market-place and calling to 

one another, 

“We played the flute for you, and you did not 

dance; 

   we wailed, and you did not weep.”  

For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and 

drinking no wine, and you say, “He has a demon”; 

the Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and 

you say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend 

of tax-collectors and sinners!” Nevertheless, 

wisdom is vindicated by all her children.’  
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Thursday, October 8 

Psalm 134  

 

1 Behold now, bless the Lord, all you servants of 

the Lord, * 

you that stand by night in the house of the Lord. 

 

2 Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless the 

Lord; * 

the Lord who made heaven and earth bless you out 

of Zion. 

Psalm 135  

 

1 Hallelujah! 

Praise the Name of the Lord; * 

give praise, you servants of the Lord. 

 

2 You who stand in the house of the Lord, * 

in the courts of the house of our God. 

 

3 Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; * 

sing praises to his Name, for it is lovely. 

 

4 For the Lord has chosen Jacob for himself * 

and Israel for his own possession. 

 

5 For I know that the Lord is great, * 

and that our Lord is above all gods. 

 

6 The Lord does whatever pleases him, in heaven 

and on earth, * 

in the seas and all the deeps. 

 

7 He brings up rain clouds from the ends of the 

earth; * 

he sends out lightning with the rain, 

and brings the winds out of his storehouse. 

 

8 It was he who struck down the firstborn of 

Egypt,* 

the firstborn both of man and beast. 

 

9 He sent signs and wonders into the midst of you, 

O Egypt, * 

against Pharaoh and all his servants. 

 

10 He overthrew many nations * 

and put mighty kings to death: 

 

11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 

and Og, the king of Bashan, * 

and all the kingdoms of Canaan. 

 

12 He gave their land to be an inheritance, * 

an inheritance for Israel his people.  

13 O Lord, your Name is everlasting; * 

your renown, O Lord, endures from age to age. 

 

14 For the Lord gives his people justice * 

and shows compassion to his servants. 

 

15 The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, * 

the work of human hands. 

 

16 They have mouths, but they cannot speak; * 

eyes have they, but they cannot see. 

 

17 They have ears, but they cannot hear; * 

neither is there any breath in their mouth. 

 

18 Those who make them are like them, * 

and so are all who put their trust in them. 

 

19 Bless the Lord, O house of Israel; * 

O house of Aaron, bless the Lord. 

 

20 Bless the Lord, O house of Levi; * 

you who fear the Lord, bless the Lord. 

 

21 Blessed be the Lord out of Zion, * 

who dwells in Jerusalem. 

Hallelujah!  

Micah 3:1-8 

And I said: 

Listen, you heads of Jacob 

   and rulers of the house of Israel! 

Should you not know justice?—  

   you who hate the good and love the evil, 

who tear the skin off my people, 

   and the flesh off their bones;  

who eat the flesh of my people, 

   flay their skin off them, 

break their bones in pieces, 
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   and chop them up like meat in a kettle, 

   like flesh in a cauldron.  

Then they will cry to the Lord, 

   but he will not answer them; 

he will hide his face from them at that time, 

   because they have acted wickedly.  

 

Thus says the Lord concerning the prophets 

   who lead my people astray, 

who cry ‘Peace’ 

   when they have something to eat, 

but declare war against those 

   who put nothing into their mouths.  

Therefore it shall be night to you, without vision, 

   and darkness to you, without revelation. 

The sun shall go down upon the prophets, 

   and the day shall be black over them;  

the seers shall be disgraced, 

   and the diviners put to shame; 

they shall all cover their lips, 

   for there is no answer from God.  

But as for me, I am filled with power, 

   with the spirit of the Lord, 

   and with justice and might, 

to declare to Jacob his transgression 

   and to Israel his sin.  

Acts 24:1-23 

Five days later the high priest Ananias came down 

with some elders and an attorney, a certain 

Tertullus, and they reported their case against Paul 

to the governor. When Paul had been summoned, 

Tertullus began to accuse him, saying: 

‘Your Excellency, because of you we have long 

enjoyed peace, and reforms have been made for this 

people because of your foresight. We welcome this 

in every way and everywhere with utmost gratitude. 

But, to detain you no further, I beg you to hear us 

briefly with your customary graciousness. We have, 

in fact, found this man a pestilent fellow, an agitator 

among all the Jews throughout the world, and a 

ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. He even 

tried to profane the temple, and so we seized him. 

By examining him yourself you will be able to learn 

from him concerning everything of which we 

accuse him.’  

The Jews also joined in the charge by asserting that 

all this was true.  

When the governor motioned to him to speak, Paul 

replied: 

‘I cheerfully make my defence, knowing that for 

many years you have been a judge over this nation. 

As you can find out, it is not more than twelve days 

since I went up to worship in Jerusalem. They did 

not find me disputing with anyone in the temple or 

stirring up a crowd either in the synagogues or 

throughout the city. Neither can they prove to you 

the charge that they now bring against me. But this I 

admit to you, that according to the Way, which they 

call a sect, I worship the God of our ancestors, 

believing everything laid down according to the law 

or written in the prophets. I have a hope in God—a 

hope that they themselves also accept—that there 

will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the 

unrighteous. Therefore I do my best always to have 

a clear conscience towards God and all people. Now 

after some years I came to bring alms to my nation 

and to offer sacrifices. While I was doing this, they 

found me in the temple, completing the rite of 

purification, without any crowd or disturbance. But 

there were some Jews from Asia—they ought to be 

here before you to make an accusation, if they have 

anything against me. Or let these men here tell what 

crime they had found when I stood before the 

council, unless it was this one sentence that I called 

out while standing before them, “It is about the 

resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you 

today.” ’  

But Felix, who was rather well informed about the 

Way, adjourned the hearing with the comment, 

‘When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide 

your case.’ Then he ordered the centurion to keep 

him in custody, but to let him have some liberty and 

not to prevent any of his friends from taking care of 

his needs.  
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Luke 7:36-50 

One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, 

and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his 

place at the table. And a woman in the city, who 

was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in 

the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of 

ointment. She stood behind him at his feet, 

weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears 

and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued 

kissing his feet and anointing them with the 

ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited 

him saw it, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a 

prophet, he would have known who and what kind 

of woman this is who is touching him—that she is a 

sinner.’ Jesus spoke up and said to him, ‘Simon, I 

have something to say to you.’ ‘Teacher,’ he 

replied, ‘speak.’ ‘A certain creditor had two 

debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the 

other fifty. When they could not pay, he cancelled 

the debts for both of them. Now which of them will 

love him more?’ Simon answered, ‘I suppose the 

one for whom he cancelled the greater debt.’ And 

Jesus said to him, ‘You have judged rightly.’ Then 

turning towards the woman, he said to Simon, ‘Do 

you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave 

me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet 

with her tears and dried them with her hair. You 

gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she 

has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not anoint 

my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 

ointment. Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were 

many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown 

great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, 

loves little.’ Then he said to her, ‘Your sins are 

forgiven.’ But those who were at the table with him 

began to say among themselves, ‘Who is this who 

even forgives sins?’ And he said to the woman, 

‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’  

 

 

 


