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Daily Office Readings, Year 2 

 (Proper 27) 
  

Monday, November 9 

 

Psalm 77  
 

1 I will cry aloud to God; * 

I will cry aloud, and he will hear me. 

 

2 In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord; * 

my hands were stretched out by night and did not 

tire; 

I refused to be comforted. 

 

3 I think of God, I am restless, * 

I ponder, and my spirit faints. 

 

4 You will not let my eyelids close; * 

I am troubled and I cannot speak. 

 

5 I consider the days of old; * 

I remember the years long past; 

 

6 I commune with my heart in the night; * 

I ponder and search my mind. 

 

7 Will the Lord cast me off for ever? * 

will he no more show his favor? 

 

8 Has his loving-kindness come to an  

end for ever? * 

has his promise failed for evermore? 

 

9 Has God forgotten to be gracious? * 

has he, in his anger, withheld his compassion? 

 

10 And I said, "My grief is this: * 

the right hand of the Most High has lost its power." 

 

11 I will remember the works of the Lord, * 

and call to mind your wonders of old time. 

 

12 I will meditate on all your acts * 

and ponder your mighty deeds. 

 

13 Your way, O God, is holy; * 

who is so great a god as our God? 

14 You are the God who works wonders * 

and have declared your power among the peoples. 

 

15 By your strength you have redeemed your 

people, * 

the children of Jacob and Joseph. 

 

16 The waters saw you, O God; 

the waters saw you and trembled; * 

the very depths were shaken. 

 

17 The clouds poured out water; 

the skies thundered; * 

your arrows flashed to and fro; 

 

18 The sound of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 

your lightnings lit up the world; * 

the earth trembled and shook. 

 

19 Your way was in the sea, 

and your paths in the great waters, * 

yet your footsteps were not seen. 

 

20 You led your people like a flock * 

by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

Joel 1:1-13 

The word of the Lord that came to Joel son of 

Pethuel:  

Hear this, O elders, 

   give ear, all inhabitants of the land! 

Has such a thing happened in your days, 

   or in the days of your ancestors?  

Tell your children of it, 

   and let your children tell their children, 

   and their children another generation.  

What the cutting locust left, 

   the swarming locust has eaten. 

What the swarming locust left, 

   the hopping locust has eaten, 

and what the hopping locust left, 

   the destroying locust has eaten.  
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Wake up, you drunkards, and weep; 

   and wail, all you wine-drinkers, 

over the sweet wine, 

   for it is cut off from your mouth.  

For a nation has invaded my land, 

   powerful and innumerable; 

its teeth are lions’ teeth, 

   and it has the fangs of a lioness.  

It has laid waste my vines, 

   and splintered my fig trees; 

it has stripped off their bark and thrown it down; 

   their branches have turned white.  

Lament like a virgin dressed in sackcloth 

   for the husband of her youth.  

The grain-offering and the drink-offering are cut off 

   from the house of the Lord. 

The priests mourn, 

   the ministers of the Lord.  

The fields are devastated, 

   the ground mourns; 

for the grain is destroyed, 

   the wine dries up, 

   the oil fails.  

Be dismayed, you farmers, 

   wail, you vine-dressers, 

over the wheat and the barley; 

   for the crops of the field are ruined.  

The vine withers, 

   the fig tree droops. 

Pomegranate, palm, and apple— 

   all the trees of the field are dried up; 

surely, joy withers away 

   among the people.  

Put on sackcloth and lament, you priests; 

   wail, you ministers of the altar. 

Come, pass the night in sackcloth, 

   you ministers of my God! 

Grain-offering and drink-offering 

   are withheld from the house of your God.  

Revelation 18:15-24 

The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth 

from her, will stand far off, in fear of her torment, 

weeping and mourning aloud,  

‘Alas, alas, the great city, 

   clothed in fine linen, 

     in purple and scarlet, 

   adorned with gold, 

     with jewels, and with pearls!  

For in one hour all this wealth has been laid waste!’ 

And all shipmasters and seafarers, sailors and all 

whose trade is on the sea, stood far off and cried out 

as they saw the smoke of her burning, 

‘What city was like the great city?’  

And they threw dust on their heads, as they wept 

and mourned, crying out, 

‘Alas, alas, the great city, 

   where all who had ships at sea 

   grew rich by her wealth! 

For in one hour she has been laid waste.’  

Rejoice over her, O heaven, you saints and apostles 

and prophets! For God has given judgement for you 

against her.  

Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great 

millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, 

‘With such violence Babylon the great city 

   will be thrown down, 

   and will be found no more;  

and the sound of harpists and minstrels and of 

flautists and trumpeters 

   will be heard in you no more; 

and an artisan of any trade 

   will be found in you no more; 

and the sound of the millstone 

   will be heard in you no more;  

and the light of a lamp 

   will shine in you no more; 

and the voice of bridegroom and bride 

   will be heard in you no more; 

for your merchants were the magnates of the earth, 

   and all nations were deceived by your sorcery.  

And in you was found the blood of prophets and of 

saints, 

   and of all who have been slaughtered on earth.’  

Luke 14:12-24 

He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When 

you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your 

friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
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neighbours, in case they may invite you in return, 

and you would be repaid. But when you give a 

banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and 

the blind. And you will be blessed, because they 

cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the 

resurrection of the righteous.’  

One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to 

him, ‘Blessed is anyone who will eat bread in the 

kingdom of God!’ Then Jesus said to him, 

‘Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. At 

the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to 

those who had been invited, “Come; for everything 

is ready now.” But they all alike began to make 

excuses. The first said to him, “I have bought a 

piece of land, and I must go out and see it; please 

accept my apologies.” Another said, “I have bought 

five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; 

please accept my apologies.” Another said, “I have 

just been married, and therefore I cannot come.” So 

the slave returned and reported this to his master. 

Then the owner of the house became angry and said 

to his slave, “Go out at once into the streets and 

lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, 

the blind, and the lame.” And the slave said, “Sir, 

what you ordered has been done, and there is still 

room.” Then the master said to the slave, “Go out 

into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come 

in, so that my house may be filled. For I tell you, 

none of those who were invited will taste my 

dinner.” ’  

 

Tuesday, November 10 

 

Psalm 78:40-72 

 

40 How often the people disobeyed him in the 

wilderness * 

and offended him in the desert! 

 

41 Again and again they tempted God * 

and provoked the Holy One of Israel. 

 

42 They did not remember his power * 

in the day when he ransomed them from the enemy; 

 

43 How he wrought his signs in Egypt * 

and his omens in the field of Zoan. 

 

44 He turned their rivers into blood, * 

so that they could not drink of their streams. 

 

45 He sent swarms of flies among them, which ate 

them up, * 

and frogs, which destroyed them. 

 

46 He gave their crops to the caterpillar, * 

the fruit of their toil to the locust. 

 

47 He killed their vines with hail * 

and their sycamores with frost. 

 

48 He delivered their cattle to hailstones * 

and their livestock to hot thunderbolts. 

49 He poured out upon them his blazing anger: * 

fury, indignation, and distress, 

a troop of destroying angels. 

 

50 He gave full rein to his anger; 

he did not spare their souls from death; * 

but delivered their lives to the plague. 

 

51 He struck down all the firstborn of Egypt, * 

the flower of manhood in the dwellings of Ham. 

 

52 He led out his people like sheep * 

and guided them in the wilderness like a flock. 

 

53 He led them to safety, and they were not afraid;* 

but the sea overwhelmed their enemies. 

 

54 He brought them to his holy land, * 

the mountain his right hand had won. 

 

55 He drove out the Canaanites before them 

and apportioned an inheritance to them by lot; * 

he made the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents. 

 

56 But they tested the Most High God, and defied 

him, * 

and did not keep his commandments. 

 

57 They turned away and were disloyal like their 

fathers; * 

they were undependable like a warped bow. 
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58 They grieved him with their hill-altars * 

and provoked his displeasure with their idols. 

 

59 When God heard this, he was angry * 

and utterly rejected Israel. 

 

60 He forsook the shrine at Shiloh, * 

the tabernacle where he had lived among his people. 

 

61 He delivered the ark into captivity, * 

his glory into the adversary's hand. 

 

62 He gave his people to the sword * 

and was angered against his inheritance. 

 

63 The fire consumed their young men; * 

there were no wedding songs for their maidens. 

 

64 Their priests fell by the sword, * 

and their widows made no lamentation. 

 

65 Then the Lord woke as though from sleep, * 

like a warrior refreshed with wine. 

 

66 He struck his enemies on the backside * 

and put them to perpetual shame. 

 

67 He rejected the tent of Joseph * 

and did not choose the tribe of Ephraim; 

 

68 He chose instead the tribe of Judah * 

and Mount Zion, which he loved. 

 

69 He built his sanctuary like the heights of 

heaven,* 

like the earth which he founded for ever. 

 

70 He chose David his servant, * 

and took him away from the sheepfolds. 

 

71 He brought him from following the ewes, * 

to be a shepherd over Jacob his people 

and over Israel his inheritance. 

 

72 So he shepherded them with a faithful and true 

heart * 

and guided them with the skillfulness of his hands. 

 

 

Joel 1:15-2:11 

Alas for the day! 

For the day of the Lord is near, 

   and as destruction from the Almighty it comes.  

Is not the food cut off 

   before our eyes, 

joy and gladness 

   from the house of our God?  

The seed shrivels under the clods, 

   the storehouses are desolate; 

the granaries are ruined 

   because the grain has failed.  

How the animals groan! 

   The herds of cattle wander about 

because there is no pasture for them; 

   even the flocks of sheep are dazed.  

To you, O Lord, I cry. 

For fire has devoured 

   the pastures of the wilderness, 

and flames have burned 

   all the trees of the field.  

Even the wild animals cry to you 

   because the watercourses are dried up, 

and fire has devoured 

   the pastures of the wilderness.  

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

   sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 

   for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near—  

a day of darkness and gloom, 

   a day of clouds and thick darkness! 

Like blackness spread upon the mountains 

   a great and powerful army comes; 

their like has never been from of old, 

   nor will be again after them 

   in ages to come.  

Fire devours in front of them, 

   and behind them a flame burns. 

Before them the land is like the garden of Eden, 

   but after them a desolate wilderness, 

   and nothing escapes them.  

They have the appearance of horses, 

   and like warhorses they charge.  
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As with the rumbling of chariots, 

   they leap on the tops of the mountains, 

like the crackling of a flame of fire 

   devouring the stubble, 

like a powerful army 

   drawn up for battle.  

Before them peoples are in anguish, 

   all faces grow pale.  

Like warriors they charge, 

   like soldiers they scale the wall. 

Each keeps to its own course, 

   they do not swerve from their paths.  

They do not jostle one another, 

   each keeps to its own track; 

they burst through the weapons 

   and are not halted.  

They leap upon the city, 

   they run upon the walls; 

they climb up into the houses, 

   they enter through the windows like a thief.  

The earth quakes before them, 

   the heavens tremble. 

The sun and the moon are darkened, 

   and the stars withdraw their shining.  

The Lord utters his voice 

   at the head of his army; 

how vast is his host! 

   Numberless are those who obey his command. 

Truly the day of the Lord is great; 

   terrible indeed—who can endure it?  

Revelation 19:1-10 

After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice 

of a great multitude in heaven, saying, 

‘Hallelujah! 

Salvation and glory and power to our God,  

   for his judgements are true and just; 

he has judged the great whore 

   who corrupted the earth with her fornication, 

and he has avenged on her the blood of his 

servants.’  

Once more they said, 

‘Hallelujah! 

The smoke goes up from her for ever and ever.’  

And the twenty-four elders and the four living 

creatures fell down and worshipped God who is 

seated on the throne, saying, 

‘Amen. Hallelujah!’  

And from the throne came a voice saying, 

‘Praise our God, 

   all you his servants, 

and all who fear him, 

   small and great.’  

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great 

multitude, like the sound of many waters and like 

the sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying out, 

‘Hallelujah! 

For the Lord our God 

   the Almighty reigns.  

Let us rejoice and exult 

   and give him the glory, 

for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 

   and his bride has made herself ready;  

to her it has been granted to be clothed 

   with fine linen, bright and pure’— 

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.  

And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are 

those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These are true words of 

God.’ Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, 

but he said to me, ‘You must not do that! I am a 

fellow-servant with you and your comrades who 

hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the 

testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’  

Luke 14:25-35 

Now large crowds were travelling with him; and he 

turned and said to them, ‘Whoever comes to me and 

does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 

brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot 

be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross 

and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of 

you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit 

down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has 

enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid 

a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it 

will begin to ridicule him, saying, “This fellow 

began to build and was not able to finish.” Or what 

king, going out to wage war against another king, 

will not sit down first and consider whether he is 

able with ten thousand to oppose the one who 

comes against him with twenty thousand? If he 
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cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he 

sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 

So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if 

you do not give up all your possessions.  

‘Salt is good; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 

saltiness be restored? It is fit neither for the soil nor 

for the manure heap; they throw it away. Let anyone 

with ears to hear listen!’  

 

Wednesday, November 11 

 

Psalm 81  
 

1 Sing with joy to God our strength * 

and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. 

 

2 Raise a song and sound the timbrel, * 

the merry harp, and the lyre. 

 

3 Blow the ram's-horn at the new moon, * 

and at the full moon, the day of our feast. 

 

4 For this is a statute for Israel, * 

a law of the God of Jacob. 

 

5 He laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph, * 

when he came out of the land of Egypt. 

 

6 I heard an unfamiliar voice saying, * 

"I eased his shoulder from the burden; 

his hands were set free from bearing the load." 

 

7 You called on me in trouble, and I saved you; * 

I answered you from the secret place of thunder 

and tested you at the waters of Meribah. 

 

8 Hear, O my people, and I will admonish you: * 

O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 

 

9 There shall be no strange god among you; * 

you shall not worship a foreign god. 

 

10 I am the Lord your God, 

who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said,* 

"Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it." 

 

 

11 And yet my people did not hear my voice, * 

and Israel would not obey me. 

 

12 So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their 

hearts, * 

to follow their own devices. 

13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! * 

that Israel would walk in my ways! 

 

14 I should soon subdue their enemies * 

and turn my hand against their foes. 

 

15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before 

him, * 

and their punishment would last for ever. 

 

16 But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat * 

and satisfy him with honey from the rock. 

 

 

Psalm 82  
 

1 God takes his stand in the council of heaven; * 

he gives judgment in the midst of the gods: 

 

2 "How long will you judge unjustly, * 

and show favor to the wicked? 

 

3 Save the weak and the orphan; * 

defend the humble and needy; 

 

4 Rescue the weak and the poor; * 

deliver them from the power of the wicked. 

 

5 They do not know, neither do they understand; 

they go about in darkness; * 

all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

 

6 Now I say to you, 'You are gods, * 

and all of you children of the Most High; 

 

7 Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, * 

and fall like any prince.'" 

8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, * 

for you shall take all nations for your own. 
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Joel 2:12-19 

Yet even now, says the Lord, 

   return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;  

   rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the Lord, your God, 

   for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

   and relents from punishing.  

Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

   and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain-offering and a drink-offering 

   for the Lord, your God?  

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

   sanctify a fast; 

call a solemn assembly;  

   gather the people. 

Sanctify the congregation; 

   assemble the aged; 

gather the children, 

   even infants at the breast. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

   and the bride her canopy.  

Between the vestibule and the altar 

   let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep. 

Let them say, ‘Spare your people, O Lord, 

   and do not make your heritage a mockery, 

   a byword among the nations. 

Why should it be said among the peoples, 

   “Where is their God?” ’  

Then the Lord became jealous for his land, 

   and had pity on his people.  

In response to his people the Lord said: 

I am sending you 

   grain, wine, and oil, 

   and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you 

   a mockery among the nations.  

Revelation 19:11-21 

Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white 

horse! Its rider is called Faithful and True, and in 

righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes 

are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many 

diadems; and he has a name inscribed that no one 

knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in 

blood, and his name is called The Word of God. 

And the armies of heaven, wearing fine linen, white 

and pure, were following him on white horses. 

From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to 

strike down the nations, and he will rule them with 

a rod of iron; he will tread the wine press of the fury 

of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and 

on his thigh he has a name inscribed, ‘King of kings 

and Lord of lords’.  

Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a 

loud voice he called to all the birds that fly in mid-

heaven, ‘Come, gather for the great supper of God, 

to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the 

flesh of the mighty, the flesh of horses and their 

riders—flesh of all, both free and slave, both small 

and great.’ Then I saw the beast and the kings of the 

earth with their armies gathered to make war against 

the rider on the horse and against his army. And the 

beast was captured, and with it the false prophet 

who had performed in its presence the signs by 

which he deceived those who had received the mark 

of the beast and those who worshipped its image. 

These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire 

that burns with sulphur. And the rest were killed by 

the sword of the rider on the horse, the sword that 

came from his mouth; and all the birds were gorged 

with their flesh.  

Luke 15:1-10 

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming 

near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the 

scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow 

welcomes sinners and eats with them.’  

So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, 

having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, 

does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and 

go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When 

he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and 

rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls 

together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, 

“Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that 

was lost.” Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy 

in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
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ninety-nine righteous people who need no 

repentance.  

‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses 

one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, 

and search carefully until she finds it? When she 

has found it, she calls together her friends and 

neighbours, saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have 

found the coin that I had lost.” Just so, I tell you, 

there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 

over one sinner who repents.’  

 

Thursday, November 12 

 

Psalm 85  
 

1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, * 

you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

 

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 

and blotted out all their sins. 

 

3 You have withdrawn all your fury * 

and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation. 

4 Restore us then, O God our Savior; * 

let your anger depart from us. 

 

5 Will you be displeased with us for ever? * 

will you prolong your anger from age to age? 

 

6 Will you not give us life again, * 

that your people may rejoice in you? 

 

7 Show us your mercy, O Lord, * 

and grant us your salvation. 

 

8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, * 

for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear 

him, * 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 

 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

 

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, * 

and our land will yield its increase. 

 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

 

 

 

Psalm 86  
 

1 Bow down your ear, O Lord, and answer me, * 

for I am poor and in misery. 

2 Keep watch over my life, for I am faithful; * 

save your servant who puts his trust in you. 

 

3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God; * 

I call upon you all the day long. 

 

4 Gladden the soul of your servant, * 

for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

 

5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, * 

and great is your love toward all who call upon you. 

 

6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer, * 

and attend to the voice of my supplications. 

 

7 In the time of my trouble I will call upon you, * 

for you will answer me. 

 

8 Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord, * 

nor anything like your works. 

 

9 All nations you have made will come and worship 

you, O Lord, * 

and glorify your Name. 

 

10 For you are great; 

you do wondrous things; * 

and you alone are God. 

 

11 Teach me your way, O Lord, 

and I will walk in your truth; * 

knit my heart to you that I may fear your Name. 
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12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my 

heart, * 

and glorify your Name for evermore. 

 

13 For great is your love toward me; * 

you have delivered me from the nethermost Pit. 

14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, 

and a band of violent men seeks my life; * 

they have not set you before their eyes. 

 

15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of 

compassion, * 

slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 

 

16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; * 

give your strength to your servant; 

and save the child of your handmaid. 

 

17 Show me a sign of your favor, 

so that those who hate me may see it and be 

ashamed; * 

because you, O Lord, have helped me and 

comforted me. 

Joel 2:21-27 

Do not fear, O soil; 

   be glad and rejoice, 

   for the Lord has done great things!  

Do not fear, you animals of the field, 

   for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 

the tree bears its fruit, 

   the fig tree and vine give their full yield.  

O children of Zion, be glad 

   and rejoice in the Lord your God; 

for he has given the early rain for your vindication, 

   he has poured down for you abundant rain, 

   the early and the later rain, as before.  

The threshing-floors shall be full of grain, 

   the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.  

I will repay you for the years 

   that the swarming locust has eaten, 

the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 

   my great army, which I sent against you.  

 

You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 

   and praise the name of the Lord your God, 

   who has dealt wondrously with you. And my 

people shall never again be put to shame.  

You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 

   and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no 

other. 

And my people shall never again 

   be put to shame.  

James 1:1-15 

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, 

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: 

Greetings.  

My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 

any kind, consider it nothing but joy, because you 

know that the testing of your faith produces 

endurance; and let endurance have its full effect, so 

that you may be mature and complete, lacking in 

nothing.  

If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who 

gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will 

be given you. But ask in faith, never doubting, for 

the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven 

and tossed by the wind; for the doubter, being 

double-minded and unstable in every way, must not 

expect to receive anything from the Lord.  

Let the believer who is lowly boast in being raised 

up, and the rich in being brought low, because the 

rich will disappear like a flower in the field. For the 

sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the 

field; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. It is 

the same with the rich; in the midst of a busy life, 

they will wither away.  

Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such a 

one has stood the test and will receive the crown of 

life that the Lord has promised to those who love 

him. No one, when tempted, should say, ‘I am being 

tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by 

evil and he himself tempts no one. But one is 
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tempted by one’s own desire, being lured and 

enticed by it; then, when that desire has conceived, 

it gives birth to sin, and that sin, when it is fully 

grown, gives birth to death.  

Luke 15:1-2, 11-32 

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming 

near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the 

scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow 

welcomes sinners and eats with them.’  

Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two 

sons. The younger of them said to his father, 

“Father, give me the share of the property that will 

belong to me.” So he divided his property between 

them. A few days later the younger son gathered all 

he had and travelled to a distant country, and there 

he squandered his property in dissolute living. 

When he had spent everything, a severe famine took 

place throughout that country, and he began to be in 

need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the 

citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields 

to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled 

himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and 

no one gave him anything. But when he came to 

himself he said, “How many of my father’s hired 

hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I 

am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my 

father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and before you; I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of 

your hired hands.’ ” So he set off and went to his 

father. But while he was still far off, his father saw 

him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put 

his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son 

said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 

and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son.” But the father said to his slaves, 

“Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put 

it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his 

feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat 

and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is 

alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they 

began to celebrate.  

‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he 

came and approached the house, he heard music and 

dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what 

was going on. He replied, “Your brother has come, 

and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he 

has got him back safe and sound.” Then he became 

angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 

began to plead with him. But he answered his 

father, “Listen! For all these years I have been 

working like a slave for you, and I have never 

disobeyed your command; yet you have never given 

me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with 

my friends. But when this son of yours came back, 

who has devoured your property with prostitutes, 

you killed the fatted calf for him!” Then the father 

said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all 

that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and 

rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and 

has come to life; he was lost and has been found.” ’  

 

 
 


