Daily Office Readings, Year 2
(Proper 28)

Monday, November 16

Psalm 89:19-52

19 You spoke once in a vision and said to your
faithful people: *

"I have set the crown upon a warrior

and have exalted one chosen out of the people.

20 I have found David my servant; *
with my holy oil have I anointed him.

21 My hand will hold him fast *
and my arm will make him strong.

22 No enemy shall deceive him, *
nor any wicked man bring him down.

23 I will crush his foes before him *
and strike down those who hate him.

24 My faithfulness and love shall be with him, *
and he shall be victorious through my Name.

25 I shall make his dominion extend *
from the Great Sea to the River.

26 He will say to me, "You are my Father, *
my God, and the rock of my salvation.'

27 I will make him my firstborn *
and higher than the kings of the earth.

28 I will keep my love for him for ever, *
and my covenant will stand firm for him.

29 I will establish his line for ever *
and his throne as the days of heaven."

30 "If his children forsake my law *
and do not walk according to my judgments;

31 If they break my statutes *
and do not keep my commandments;

32 I will punish their transgressions with a rod *
and their iniquities with the lash;

33 But I will not take my love from him, *
nor let my faithfulness prove false.

34 I will not break my covenant, *
nor change what has gone out of my lips.

35 Once for all I have sworn by my holiness: *
'T will not lie to David.

36 His line shall endure for ever *
and his throne as the sun before me;

37 It shall stand fast for evermore like the moon, *
the abiding witness in the sky."

38 But you have cast off and rejected your anointed;
%

you have become enraged at him.

39 You have broken your covenant with your
servant, *
defiled his crown, and hurled it to the ground.

40 You have breached all his walls *
and laid his strongholds in ruins.

41 All who pass by despoil him; *
he has become the scorn of his neighbors.

42 You have exalted the right hand of his foes *
and made all his enemies rejoice.

43 You have turned back the edge of his sword *
and have not sustained him in battle.

44 You have put an end to his splendor *
and cast his throne to the ground.

45 You have cut short the days of his youth *
and have covered him with shame.

46 How long will you hide yourself, O Lord?
will you hide yourself for ever? *
how long will your anger burn like fire?



47 Remember, Lord, how short life is, *
how frail you have made all flesh.

48 Who can live and not see death? *
who can save himself from the power of the grave?

49 Where, Lord, are your loving-kindnesses of old,
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which you promised David in your faithfulness?

50 Remember, Lord, how your servant is mocked, *
how I carry in my bosom the taunts of many
peoples,

51 The taunts your enemies have hurled, O Lord, *
which they hurled at the heels of your anointed.

52 Blessed be the Lord for evermore! *
Amen, [ say, Amen.

Habakkuk 2:1-4,2:9-20

I will stand at my watch-post,
and station myself on the rampart;
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me,
and what he will answer concerning my
complaint.
Then the Lord answered me and said:
Write the vision;
make it plain on tablets,
so that a runner may read it.
For there is still a vision for the appointed time;
it speaks of the end, and does not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it;
it will surely come, it will not delay.
Look at the proud!
Their spirit is not right in them,
but the righteous live by their faith.
‘Alas for you who get evil gain for your houses,
setting your nest on high
to be safe from the reach of harm!’
You have devised shame for your house
by cutting off many peoples;
you have forfeited your life.
The very stones will cry out from the wall,
and the plaster will respond from the woodwork.

‘Alas for you who build a town by bloodshed,
and found a city on iniquity!’
Is it not from the Lord of hosts
that peoples labour only to feed the flames,
and nations weary themselves for nothing?
But the earth will be filled
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord,
as the waters cover the sea.

‘Alas for you who make your neighbours drink,
pouring out your wrath until they are drunk,
in order to gaze on their nakedness!’
You will be sated with contempt instead of glory.
Drink, you yourself, and stagger!
The cup in the Lord’s right hand
will come around to you,
and shame will come upon your glory!
For the violence done to Lebanon will overwhelm
you;
the destruction of the animals will terrify you—
because of human bloodshed and violence to the
earth,
to cities and all who live in them.

What use is an idol
once its maker has shaped it—
a cast image, a teacher of lies?
For its maker trusts in what has been made,
though the product is only an idol that cannot
speak!
Alas for you who say to the wood, ‘Wake up!’
to silent stone, ‘Rouse yourself!’
Can it teach?
See, it is plated with gold and silver,
and there is no breath in it at all.

But the Lord is in his holy temple;
let all the earth keep silence before him!

James 2:14-26

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say
you have faith but do not have works? Can faith
save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks
daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in
peace; keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do
not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of
that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.



But someone will say, ‘You have faith and I have
works.” Show me your faith without works, and I by
my works will show you my faith. You believe that
God is one; you do well. Even the demons
believe—and shudder. Do you want to be shown,
you senseless person, that faith without works is
barren? Was not our ancestor Abraham justified by
works when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?
You see that faith was active along with his works,
and faith was brought to completion by the works.
Thus the scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness’, and he was called the friend of God.
You see that a person is justified by works and not
by faith alone. Likewise, was not Rahab the
prostitute also justified by works when she
welcomed the messengers and sent them out by
another road? For just as the body without the spirit
is dead, so faith without works is also dead.

Luke 16:19-31

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple
and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every
day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus,
covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his
hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table;
even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The
poor man died and was carried away by the angels
to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and
was buried. In Hades, where he was being
tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away
with Lazarus by his side. He called out, “Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” But
Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your
lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus
in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted
here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between
you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that
those who might want to pass from here to you
cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to
us.” He said, “Then, father, I beg you to send him to
my father’s house— for I have five brothers—that
he may warn them, so that they will not also come
into this place of torment.” Abraham replied, “They
have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to
them.” He said, “No, father Abraham; but if

someone goes to them from the dead, they will
repent.” He said to him, “If they do not listen to
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.”’

Tuesday, November 17

Psalm 94

1 O Lord God of vengeance, *
O God of vengeance, show yourself.

2 Rise up, O Judge of the world; *
give the arrogant their just deserts.

3 How long shall the wicked, O Lord, *
how long shall the wicked triumph?

4 They bluster in their insolence; *
all evildoers are full of boasting.

5 They crush your people, O Lord, *
and afflict your chosen nation.

6 They murder the widow and the stranger *
and put the orphans to death.

7 Yet they say, "The Lord does not see, *
the God of Jacob takes no notice."

8 Consider well, you dullards among the people; *
when will you fools understand?

9 He that planted the ear, does he not hear? *
he that formed the eye, does he not see?

10 He who admonishes the nations, will he not
punish? *
he who teaches all the world, has he no knowledge?

11 The Lord knows our human thoughts; *
how like a puff of wind they are.

12 Happy are they whom you instruct, O Lord! *
whom you teach out of your law;

13 To give them rest in evil days, *
until a pit is dug for the wicked.



14 For the Lord will not abandon his people, *
nor will he forsake his own.

15 For judgment will again be just, *
and all the true of heart will follow it.

16 Who rose up for me against the wicked? *
who took my part against the evildoers?

17 If the Lord had not come to my help, *
I should soon have dwelt in the land of silence.

18 As often as I said, "My foot has slipped," *
your love, O Lord, upheld me.

19 When many cares fill my mind, *
your consolations cheer my soul.

20 Can a corrupt tribunal have any part with you, *
one which frames evil into law?

21 They conspire against the life of the just *
and condemn the innocent to death.

22 But the Lord has become my stronghold, *
and my God the rock of my trust.

23 He will turn their wickedness back upon them
and destroy them in their own malice; *
the Lord our God will destroy them.

Habakkuk 3:1-18

A prayer of the prophet Habakkuk according to
Shigionoth.

O Lord, I have heard of your renown,

and I stand in awe, O Lord, of your work.
In our own time revive it;

in our own time make it known;

in wrath may you remember mercy.
God came from Teman,

the Holy One from Mount Paran.

His glory covered the heavens,
and the earth was full of his praise.
The brightness was like the sun;
rays came forth from his hand,

where his power lay hidden.
Before him went pestilence,
and plague followed close behind.
He stopped and shook the earth;
he looked and made the nations tremble.
The eternal mountains were shattered;
along his ancient pathways
the everlasting hills sank low.
I saw the tents of Cushan under affliction;
the tent-curtains of the land of Midian trembled.
Was your wrath against the rivers, O Lord?
Or your anger against the rivers,
or your rage against the sea,
when you drove your horses,
your chariots to victory?
You brandished your naked bow,
sated were the arrows at your command.

You split the earth with rivers.

The mountains saw you, and writhed;
a torrent of water swept by;

the deep gave forth its voice.
The sun raised high its hands;

the moon stood still in its exalted place,
at the light of your arrows speeding by,
at the gleam of your flashing spear.

In fury you trod the earth,
in anger you trampled nations.

You came forth to save your people,
to save your anointed.

You crushed the head of the wicked house,
laying it bare from foundation to roof.

You pierced with their own arrows the head of his
warriors,
who came like a whirlwind to scatter us,
gloating as if ready to devour the poor who were
in hiding.
You trampled the sea with your horses,
churning the mighty waters.

I hear, and I tremble within;
my lips quiver at the sound.
Rottenness enters into my bones,
and my steps tremble beneath me.
I wait quietly for the day of calamity
to come upon the people who attack us.



Though the fig tree does not blossom,
and no fruit is on the vines;

though the produce of the olive fails
and the fields yield no food;

though the flock is cut off from the fold
and there is no herd in the stalls,

yet I will rejoice in the Lord;
I will exult in the God of my salvation.

James 3:1-12

Not many of you should become teachers, my
brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all
of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no
mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the
whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits
into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we
guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though
they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive
them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder
wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great
exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And
the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our
members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself
set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and
bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and
has been tamed by the human species, but no one
can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly
poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and
with it we curse those who are made in the likeness
of God. From the same mouth come blessing and
cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to
be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same
opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig
tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a
grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

Luke 17:1-10

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Occasions for stumbling
are bound to come, but woe to anyone by whom
they come! It would be better for you if a millstone
were hung around your neck and you were thrown
into the sea than for you to cause one of these little
ones to stumble. Be on your guard! If another
disciple sins, you must rebuke the offender, and if
there is repentance, you must forgive. And if the
same person sins against you seven times a day, and
turns back to you seven times and says, “I repent”,
you must forgive.’

The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’
The Lord replied, ‘If you had faith the size of a
mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree,
“Be uprooted and planted in the sea”, and it would
obey you.

‘Who among you would say to your slave who has
just come in from ploughing or tending sheep in the
field, “Come here at once and take your place at the
table”? Would you not rather say to him, “Prepare
supper for me, put on your apron and serve me
while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink™?
Do you thank the slave for doing what was
commanded? So you also, when you have done all
that you were ordered to do, say, “We are worthless
slaves; we have done only what we ought to have
done!””’

Wednesday, November 18

Psalm 119:121-144

121 I have done what is just and right; *
do not deliver me to my oppressors.

122 Be surety for your servant's good; *
let not the proud oppress me.

123 My eyes have failed from watching for your
salvation *
and for your righteous promise.



124 Deal with your servant according to your
loving-kindness *
and teach me your statutes.

125 I am your servant; grant me understanding, *
that I may know your decrees.

126 1t is time for you to act, O Lord, *
for they have broken your law.

127 Truly, I love your commandments *
more than gold and precious stones.

128 I hold all your commandments to be right for
me; *
all paths of falsehood I abhor.

129 Your decrees are wonderful; *
therefore I obey them with all my heart.

130 When your word goes forth it gives light; *
it gives understanding to the simple.

131 I open my mouth and pant; *
I long for your commandments.

132 Turn to me in mercy, *
as you always do to those who love your Name.

133 Steady my footsteps in your word; *
let no iniquity have dominion over me.

134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, *
and I will keep your commandments.

135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant *
and teach me your statutes.

136 My eyes shed streams of tears, *
because people do not keep your law.

137 You are righteous, O Lord, *
and upright are your judgments.

138 You have issued your decrees *
with justice and in perfect faithfulness.

139 My indignation has consumed me, *
because my enemies forget your words.

140 Your word has been tested to the uttermost, *
and your servant holds it dear.

141 I am small and of little account, *
yet I do not forget your commandments.

142 Your justice is an everlasting justice *
and your law is the truth.

143 Trouble and distress have come upon me, *
yet your commandments are my delight.

144 The righteousness of your decrees is
everlasting; *
grant me understanding, that [ may live.

Malachi 1:1,6-14

An oracle. The word of the Lord to Israel by
Malachi.

A son honours his father, and servants their master.
If then I am a father, where is the honour due to
me? And if [ am a master, where is the respect due
to me? says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests, who
despise my name. You say, ‘How have we despised
your name?’ By offering polluted food on my altar.
And you say, ‘How have we polluted it?” By
thinking that the Lord’s table may be despised.
When you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that
not wrong? And when you offer those that are lame
or sick, is that not wrong? Try presenting that to
your governor; will he be pleased with you or show
you favour? says the Lord of hosts. And now
implore the favour of God, that he may be gracious
to us. The fault is yours. Will he show favour to any
of you? says the Lord of hosts. O that someone
among you would shut the temple doors, so that you
would not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have no
pleasure in you, says the Lord of hosts, and I will
not accept an offering from your hands. For from
the rising of the sun to its setting my name is great
among the nations, and in every place incense is
offered to my name, and a pure offering; for my
name is great among the nations, says the Lord of
hosts. But you profane it when you say that the
Lord’s table is polluted, and the food for it may be
despised. ‘What a weariness this is’, you say, and
you sniff at me, says the Lord of hosts. You bring



what has been taken by violence or is lame or sick,
and this you bring as your offering! Shall I accept
that from your hand? says the Lord. Cursed be the
cheat who has a male in the flock and vows to give
it, and yet sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished;
for I am a great King, says the Lord of hosts, and
my name is reverenced among the nations.

James 3:13-4:12

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show
by your good life that your works are done with
gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter
envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be
boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does
not come down from above, but is earthly,
unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and
selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and
wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to
yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace
of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make
peace.

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do
they come from? Do they not come from your
cravings that are at war within you? You want
something and do not have it; so you commit
murder. And you covet something and cannot
obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts.
You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask
and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in
order to spend what you get on your pleasures.
Adulterers! Do you not know that friendship with
the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever
wishes to be a friend of the world becomes an
enemy of God. Or do you suppose that it is for
nothing that the scripture says, ‘God yearns
jealously for the spirit that he has made to dwell in
us’? But he gives all the more grace; therefore it
says,
‘God opposes the proud,

but gives grace to the humble.’
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God,
and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands,

you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. Lament and mourn and weep. Let your
laughter be turned into mourning and your joy into
dejection. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and
he will exalt you.

Do not speak evil against one another, brothers and
sisters. Whoever speaks evil against another or
judges another, speaks evil against the law and
judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not
a doer of the law but a judge. There is one lawgiver
and judge who is able to save and to destroy. So
who, then, are you to judge your neighbour?

Luke 17:11-19

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through
the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he
entered a village, ten lepers approached him.
Keeping their distance, they called out, saying,
‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” When he saw
them, he said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to
the priests.” And as they went, they were made
clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice.
He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked
him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked,
‘Were not ten made clean? But the other nine,
where are they? Was none of them found to return
and give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then
he said to him, ‘Get up and go on your way; your
faith has made you well.’

Thursday, November 19

Psalm 105:23-45

23 Israel came into Egypt, *
and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham.

24 The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; *
he made them stronger than their enemies;

25 Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his
people, *
and dealt unjustly with his servants.



26 He sent Moses his servant, *
and Aaron whom he had chosen.

27 They worked his signs among them, *
and portents in the land of Ham.

28 He sent darkness, and it grew dark; *
but the Egyptians rebelled against his words.

29 He turned their waters into blood *
and caused their fish to die.

30 Their land was overrun by frogs, *
in the very chambers of their kings.

31 He spoke, and there came swarms of insects *
and gnats within all their borders.

32 He gave them hailstones instead of rain, *
and flames of fire throughout their land.

33 He blasted their vines and their fig trees *
and shattered every tree in their country.

34 He spoke, and the locust came, *
and young locusts without number,

35 Which ate up all the green plants in their land *
and devoured the fruit of their soil.

36 He struck down the firstborn of their land, *
the firstfruits of all their strength.

37 He led out his people with silver and gold; *
in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.

38 Egypt was glad of their going, *
because they were afraid of them.

39 He spread out a cloud for a covering *
and a fire to give light in the night season.

40 They asked, and quails appeared, *
and he satisfied them with bread from heaven.

41 He opened the rock, and water flowed, *
so the river ran in the dry places.

42 For God remembered his holy word *
and Abraham his servant.

43 So he led forth his people with gladness, *
his chosen with shouts of joy.

44 He gave his people the lands of the nations, *
and they took the fruit of others' toil,

45 That they might keep his statutes *
and observe his laws.
Hallelujah!

Malachi 2:1-16

And now, O priests, this command is for you. If you
will not listen, if you will not lay it to heart to give
glory to my name, says the Lord of hosts, then I will
send the curse on you and I will curse your
blessings; indeed I have already cursed them,
because you do not lay it to heart. I will rebuke your
offspring, and spread dung on your faces, the dung
of your offerings, and I will put you out of my
presence.

Know, then, that I have sent this command to you,
so that my covenant with Levi may hold, says the
Lord of hosts. My covenant with him was a
covenant of life and well-being, which I gave him;
this called for reverence, and he revered me and
stood in awe of my name. True instruction was in
his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips. He
walked with me in integrity and uprightness, and he
turned many from iniquity. For the lips of a priest
should guard knowledge, and people should seek
instruction from his mouth, for he is the messenger
of the Lord of hosts. But you have turned aside
from the way; you have caused many to stumble by
your instruction; you have corrupted the covenant
of Levi, says the Lord of hosts, and so I make you
despised and abased before all the people, inasmuch
as you have not kept my ways but have shown
partiality in your instruction.

Have we not all one father? Has not one God
created us? Why then are we faithless to one
another, profaning the covenant of our ancestors?
Judah has been faithless, and abomination has been
committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has
profaned the sanctuary of the Lord, which he loves,
and has married the daughter of a foreign god. May



the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob anyone who
does this—any to witness or answer, or to bring an
offering to the Lord of hosts.

And this you do as well: You cover the Lord’s altar
with tears, with weeping and groaning because he
no longer regards the offering or accepts it with
favour at your hand. You ask, “Why does he not?’
Because the Lord was a witness between you and
the wife of your youth, to whom you have been
faithless, though she is your companion and your
wife by covenant. Did not one God make her? Both
flesh and spirit are his. And what does the one God
desire? Godly offspring. So look to yourselves, and
do not let anyone be faithless to the wife of his
youth. For I hate divorce, says the Lord, the God of
Israel, and covering one’s garment with violence,
says the Lord of hosts. So take heed to yourselves
and do not be faithless.

James 4:13-5:6

Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we
will go to such and such a town and spend a year
there, doing business and making money.’ Yet you
do not even know what tomorrow will bring. What
is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a
little while and then vanishes. Instead you ought to
say, ‘If the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or
that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such
boasting is evil. Anyone, then, who knows the right
thing to do and fails to do it, commits sin.

Come now, you rich people, weep and wail for the
miseries that are coming to you. Your riches have
rotted, and your clothes are moth-eaten. Your gold
and silver have rusted, and their rust will be
evidence against you, and it will eat your flesh like
fire. You have laid up treasure for the last days.
Listen! The wages of the labourers who mowed
your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out,
and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears
of the Lord of hosts. You have lived on the earth in
luxury and in pleasure; you have fattened your
hearts on a day of slaughter. You have condemned
and murdered the righteous one, who does not resist
you.

Luke 17:20-37

Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the
kingdom of God was coming, and he answered,
‘The kingdom of God is not coming with things that
can be observed; nor will they say, “Look, here it
is!” or “There it is!” For, in fact, the kingdom of
God is among you.’

Then he said to the disciples, ‘The days are coming
when you will long to see one of the days of the Son
of Man, and you will not see it. They will say to
you, “Look there!” or “Look here!” Do not go, do
not set off in pursuit. For as the lightning flashes
and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so
will the Son of Man be in his day. But first he must
endure much suffering and be rejected by this
generation. Just as it was in the days of Noah, so too
it will be in the days of the Son of Man. They were
eating and drinking, and marrying and being given
in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and
the flood came and destroyed all of them. Likewise,
just as it was in the days of Lot: they were eating
and drinking, buying and selling, planting and
building, but on the day that Lot left Sodom, it
rained fire and sulphur from heaven and destroyed
all of them —it will be like that on the day that the
Son of Man is revealed. On that day, anyone on the
housetop who has belongings in the house must not
come down to take them away; and likewise anyone
in the field must not turn back. Remember Lot’s
wife. Those who try to make their life secure will
lose it, but those who lose their life will keep it. I
tell you, on that night there will be two in one bed;
one will be taken and the other left. There will be
two women grinding meal together; one will be
taken and the other left.” Then they asked him,
‘Where, Lord?’ He said to them, ‘Where the corpse
is, there the vultures will gather.’



