Daily Office Readings, Year 2

(Proper 11)

Monday, July 20

Psalm 44

1 We have heard with our ears, O God,
our forefathers have told us, *
the deeds you did in their days, in the days of old.

2 How with your hand you drove the peoples out
and planted our forefathers in the land; *

how you destroyed nations and made your people
flourish.

3 For they did not take the land by their sword,

nor did their arm win the victory for them; *

but your right hand, your arm, and the light of your
countenance, because you favored them.

4 You are my King and my God; *
you command victories for Jacob.

5 Through you we pushed back our adversaries; *
through your Name we trampled on those who rose
up against us.

6 For I do not rely on my bow, *
and my sword does not give me the victory.

7 Surely, you gave us victory over our adversaries *
and put those who hate us to shame.

8 Every day we gloried in God, *
and we will praise your Name for ever.

9 Nevertheless, you have rejected and humbled us *
and do not go forth with our armies.

10 You have made us fall back before our
adversary, *
and our enemies have plundered us.

11 You have made us like sheep to be eaten *
and have scattered us among the nations.

12 You are selling your people for a trifle *
and are making no profit on the sale of them.

13 You have made us the scorn of our neighbors, *
a mockery and derision to those around us.

14 You have made us a byword among the nations,*
a laughing-stock among the peoples.

15 My humiliation is daily before me, *
and shame has covered my face;

16 Because of the taunts of the mockers and
blasphemers, *
because of the enemy and avenger.

17 All this has come upon us; *
yet we have not forgotten you,
nor have we betrayed your covenant.

18 Our heart never turned back, *
nor did our footsteps stray from your path;

19 Though you thrust us down into a place of
misery, *
and covered us over with deep darkness.

20 If we have forgotten the Name of our God, *
or stretched out our hands to some strange god,

21 Will not God find it out? *
for he knows the secrets of the heart.

22 Indeed, for your sake we are killed all the day
long; *
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

23 Awake, O Lord! why are you sleeping? *
Arise! do not reject us for ever.

24 Why have you hidden your face *
and forgotten our affliction and oppression?

25 We sink down into the dust; *
our body cleaves to the ground.



26 Rise up, and help us, *
and save us, for the sake of your steadfast love.

Joshua 7:1-13

But the Israelites broke faith in regard to the
devoted things: Achan son of Carmi son of Zabdi
son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the
devoted things; and the anger of the Lord burned
against the Israelites.

Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near
Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and said to them, ‘Go up
and spy out the land.” And the men went up and
spied out Ai. Then they returned to Joshua and said
to him, ‘Not all the people need go up; about two or
three thousand men should go up and attack Ai.
Since they are so few, do not make the whole
people toil up there.” So about three thousand of the
people went up there; and they fled before the men
of Ai. The men of Ai killed about thirty-six of them,
chasing them from outside the gate as far as
Shebarim and killing them on the slope. The hearts
of the people failed and turned to water.

Then Joshua tore his clothes, and fell to the ground
on his face before the ark of the Lord until the
evening, he and the elders of Israel; and they put
dust on their heads. Joshua said, ‘Ah, Lord God!
Why have you brought this people across the Jordan
at all, to hand us over to the Amorites so as to
destroy us? Would that we had been content to
settle beyond the Jordan! O Lord, what can I say,
now that Israel has turned their backs to their
enemies! The Canaanites and all the inhabitants of
the land will hear of it, and surround us, and cut off
our name from the earth. Then what will you do for
your great name?’

The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Stand up! Why have you
fallen upon your face? Israel has sinned; they have
transgressed my covenant that [ imposed on them.
They have taken some of the devoted things; they
have stolen, they have acted deceitfully, and they
have put them among their own belongings.
Therefore the Israelites are unable to stand before
their enemies; they turn their backs to their enemies,
because they have become a thing devoted for
destruction themselves. I will be with you no more,

unless you destroy the devoted things from among
you. Proceed to sanctify the people, and say,
“Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the
Lord, the God of Israel, ‘There are devoted things
among you, O Israel; you will be unable to stand
before your enemies until you take away the
devoted things from among you.’

Romans 13:8-14

Owe no one anything, except to love one another;
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.
The commandments, ‘You shall not commit
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal;
You shall not covet’; and any other commandment,
are summed up in this word, ‘Love your neighbour
as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbour;
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is
now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on
the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the
day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling
and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.

Matthew 26:36-46

Then Jesus went with them to a place called
Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here
while I go over there and pray.” He took with him
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be
grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, ‘I am
deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay
awake with me.” And going a little farther, he threw
himself on the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it
is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I
want but what you want.” Then he came to the
disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to
Peter, ‘So, could you not stay awake with me one
hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come
into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but
the flesh is weak.” Again he went away for the
second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if this cannot



pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” Again he
came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were
heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and
prayed for the third time, saying the same words.
Then he came to the disciples and said to them,

‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the
hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into
the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See,
my betrayer is at hand.’

Tuesday, July 21

Psalm 47

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; *
shout to God with a cry of joy.

2 For the Lord Most High is to be feared; *
he is the great King over all the earth.

3 He subdues the peoples under us, *
and the nations under our feet.

4 He chooses our inheritance for us, *
the pride of Jacob whom he loves.

5 God has gone up with a shout, *
the Lord with the sound of the ram's-horn.

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; *
sing praises to our King, sing praises.

7 For God is King of all the earth; *
sing praises with all your skill.

8 God reigns over the nations; *
God sits upon his holy throne.

9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered together*
with the people of the God of Abraham.

10 The rulers of the earth belong to God, *
and he is highly exalted.

Psalm 48

1 Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised; *
in the city of our God is his holy hill.

2 Beautiful and lofty, the joy of all the earth, is the
hill of Zion, *

the very center of the world and the city of the great
King.

3 God is in her citadels; *
he is known to be her sure refuge.

4 Behold, the kings of the earth assembled *
and marched forward together.

5 They looked and were astounded; *
they retreated and fled in terror.

6 Trembling seized them there; *

they writhed like a woman in childbirth,

like ships of the sea when the east wind shatters
them.

7 As we have heard, so have we seen,

in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our
God; *

God has established her for ever.

8 We have waited in silence on your loving-
kindness, O God, *
in the midst of your temple.

9 Your praise, like your Name, O God, reaches to
the world's end; *
your right hand is full of justice.

10 Let Mount Zion be glad
and the cities of Judah rejoice, *
because of your judgments.

11 Make the circuit of Zion;
walk round about her; *
count the number of her towers.

12 Consider well her bulwarks;
examine her strongholds; *
that you may tell those who come after.



13 This God is our God for ever and ever; *
he shall be our guide for evermore.

Joshua &:1-22

Then the Lord said to Joshua, ‘Do not fear or be
dismayed; take all the fighting men with you, and
go up now to Ai. See, [ have handed over to you the
king of Ai with his people, his city, and his land.
You shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho
and its king; only its spoil and its livestock you may
take as booty for yourselves. Set an ambush against
the city, behind it.’

So Joshua and all the fighting men set out to go up
against Ai. Joshua chose thirty thousand warriors
and sent them out by night with the command, ‘You
shall lie in ambush against the city, behind it; do not
go very far from the city, but all of you stay alert. I
and all the people who are with me will approach
the city. When they come out against us, as before,
we shall flee from them. They will come out after
us until we have drawn them away from the city; for
they will say, “They are fleeing from us, as before.”
While we flee from them, you shall rise up from the
ambush and seize the city; for the Lord your God
will give it into your hand. And when you have
taken the city, you shall set the city on fire, doing as
the Lord has ordered; see, I have commanded you.’
So Joshua sent them out; and they went to the place
of ambush, and lay between Bethel and Ai, to the
west of Ai; but Joshua spent that night in the camp.

In the morning Joshua rose early and mustered the
people, and went up, with the elders of Israel,
before the people to Ai. All the fighting men who
were with him went up, and drew near before the
city, and camped on the north side of Ai, with a
ravine between them and Ai. Taking about five
thousand men, he set them in ambush between
Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. So they
stationed the forces, the main encampment that was
north of the city and its rearguard west of the city.
But Joshua spent that night in the valley. When the
king of Ai saw this, he and all his people, the
inhabitants of the city, hurried out early in the
morning to the meeting-place facing the Arabah to

meet Israel in battle; but he did not know that there
was an ambush against him behind the city. And
Joshua and all Israel made a pretence of being
beaten before them, and fled in the direction of the
wilderness. So all the people who were in the city
were called together to pursue them, and as they
pursued Joshua they were drawn away from the
city. There was not a man left in Ai or Bethel who
did not go out after Israel; they left the city open,
and pursued Israel.

Then the Lord said to Joshua, ‘Stretch out the sword
that is in your hand towards Ai; for I will give it
into your hand.” And Joshua stretched out the sword
that was in his hand towards the city. As soon as he
stretched out his hand, the troops in ambush rose
quickly out of their place and rushed forward. They
entered the city, took it, and at once set the city on
fire. So when the men of Ai looked back, the smoke
of the city was rising to the sky. They had no power
to flee this way or that, for the people who fled to
the wilderness turned back against the pursuers.
When Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had
taken the city and that the smoke of the city was
rising, then they turned back and struck down the
men of Ai. And the others came out from the city
against them; so they were surrounded by Israelites,
some on one side, and some on the other; and Israel
struck them down until no one was left who
survived or escaped.

Romans 14:1-12

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for
the purpose of quarrelling over opinions. Some
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only
vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those
who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed
them. Who are you to pass judgement on servants of
another? It is before their own lord that they stand
or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able
to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while
others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully
convinced in their own minds. Those who observe
the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those
who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give



thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in
honour of the Lord and give thanks to God.

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to
ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we
die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be
Lord of both the dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgement on your brother or
sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or
sister? For we will all stand before the judgement
seat of God. For it is written,
‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to
me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.’
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Matthew 26:47-56

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the
twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with
swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the
elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given
them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man;
arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said,
‘Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus said to
him, ‘Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then

they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him.

Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on
his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high
priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him,
‘Put your sword back into its place; for all who take
the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think
that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at
once send me more than twelve legions of angels?
But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled,
which say it must happen in this way?” At that hour
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘Have you come out with
swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a
bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching,
and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken
place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be
fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and
fled.

Wednesday, July 22

Saint Mary Magdalene

Psalm 30

1 T will exalt you, O Lord,
because you have lifted me up *
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.

2 O Lord my God, I cried out to you, *
and you restored me to health.

3 You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; *
you restored my life as I was going down to the
grave.

4 Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; *
give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.

5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an
eye,*
his favor for a lifetime.

6 Weeping may spend the night, *
but joy comes in the morning.

7 While I felt secure, I said,

"I shall never be disturbed. *

You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as
the mountains."

8 Then you hid your face, *
and I was filled with fear.

9 I cried to you, O Lord; *
I pleaded with the Lord, saying,

10 "What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to
the Pit? *
will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?

11 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; *
O Lord, be my helper."

12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; *
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with

joy.



13 Therefore my heart sings to you without
ceasing;*
O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever.

Psalm 149

1 Hallelujah!
Sing to the Lord a new song; *
sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful.

2 Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; *
let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

3 Let them praise his Name in the dance; *
let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.

4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people *
and adorns the poor with victory.

5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; *
let them be joyful on their beds.

6 Let the praises of God be in their throat *
and a two-edged sword in their hand;

7 To wreak vengeance on the nations *
and punishment on the peoples;

8 To bind their kings in chains *
and their nobles with links of iron;

9 To inflict on them the judgment decreed; *
this is glory for all his faithful people.
Hallelujah!

Exodus 15:19-21

When the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and
his chariot drivers went into the sea, the Lord
brought back the waters of the sea upon them; but
the Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground.

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a
tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out
after her with tambourines and with dancing. And
Miriam sang to them:

‘Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously;
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.’

2 Corinthians 1:3-7

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all
consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so
that we may be able to console those who are in any
affliction with the consolation with which we
ourselves are consoled by God. For just as the
sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so also our
consolation is abundant through Christ. If we are
being afflicted, it is for your consolation and
salvation; if we are being consoled, it is for your
consolation, which you experience when you
patiently endure the same sufferings that we are also
suffering. Our hope for you is unshaken; for we
know that as you share in our sufferings, so also
you share in our consolation.

Thursday, July 23

Psalm 59

1 Rescue me from my enemies, O God; *
protect me from those who rise up against me.

2 Rescue me from evildoers *
and save me from those who thirst for my blood.

3 See how they lie in wait for my life,
how the mighty gather together against me; *
not for any offense or fault of mine, O Lord.

4 Not because of any guilt of mine *
they run and prepare themselves for battle.

5 Rouse yourself, come to my side, and see; *
for you, Lord God of hosts, are Israel's God.

6 Awake, and punish all the ungodly; *
show no mercy to those who are faithless and evil.

7 They go to and fro in the evening; *
they snarl like dogs and run about the city.

8 Behold, they boast with their mouths,
and taunts are on their lips; *
"For who," they say, "will hear us?"



9 But you, O Lord, you laugh at them; *
you laugh all the ungodly to scorn.

10 My eyes are fixed on you, O my Strength; *
for you, O God, are my stronghold.

11 My merciful God comes to meet me; *
God will let me look in triumph on my enemies.

12 Slay them, O God, lest my people forget; *
send them reeling by your might and put them
down, O Lord our shield.

13 For the sins of their mouths, for the words of
their lips,

for the cursing and lies that they utter, *

let them be caught in their pride.

14 Make an end of them in your wrath; *
make an end of them, and they shall be no more.

15 Let everyone know that God rules in Jacob, *
and to the ends of the earth.

16 They go to and fro in the evening; *
they snarl like dogs and run about the city.

17 They forage for food, *
and if they are not filled, they howl.

18 For my part, I will sing of your strength; *
I will celebrate your love in the morning;

19 For you have become my stronghold, *
a refuge in the day of my trouble.

20 To you, O my Strength, will I sing; *
for you, O God, are my stronghold and my merciful
God.

Psalm 60

1 O God, you have cast us off and broken us; *
you have been angry;
oh, take us back to you again.

2 You have shaken the earth and split it open; *
repair the cracks in it, for it totters.

3 You have made your people know hardship; *
you have given us wine that makes us stagger.

4 You have set up a banner for those who fear you,*
to be a refuge from the power of the bow.

5 Save us by your right hand and answer us, *
that those who are dear to you may be delivered.

6 God spoke from his holy place and said: *
"I will exult and parcel out Shechem;
I will divide the valley of Succoth.

7 Gilead is mine and Manasseh is mine; *
Ephraim is my helmet and Judah my scepter.

8 Moab is my wash-basin,
on Edom I throw down my sandal to claim it, *
and over Philistia will I shout in triumph."

9 Who will lead me into the strong city? *
who will bring me into Edom?

10 Have you not cast us off, O God? *
you no longer go out, O God, with our armies.

11 Grant us your help against the enemy, *
for vain is the help of man.

12 With God we will do valiant deeds, *
and he shall tread our enemies under foot.

Joshua 9:3-21

But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what
Joshua had done to Jericho and to Ai, they on their
part acted with cunning: they went and prepared
provisions, and took worn-out sacks for their
donkeys, and wineskins, worn-out and torn and
mended, with worn-out, patched sandals on their
feet, and worn-out clothes; and all their provisions
were dry and mouldy. They went to Joshua in the
camp at Gilgal, and said to him and to the Israelites,
‘We have come from a far country; so now make a
treaty with us.” But the Israelites said to the Hivites,
‘Perhaps you live among us; then how can we make

7



a treaty with you?’ They said to Joshua, ‘We are
your servants.” And Joshua said to them, ‘Who are
you? And where do you come from?’ They said to
him, “Your servants have come from a very far
country, because of the name of the Lord your God;
for we have heard a report of him, of all that he did
in Egypt, and of all that he did to the two kings of
the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, King
Sihon of Heshbon, and King Og of Bashan who
lived in Ashtaroth. So our elders and all the
inhabitants of our country said to us, “Take
provisions in your hand for the journey; go to meet
them, and say to them, ‘We are your servants; come
now, make a treaty with us.” ” Here is our bread; it
was still warm when we took it from our houses as
our food for the journey, on the day we set out to
come to you, but now, see, it is dry and mouldy;
these wineskins were new when we filled them, and
see, they are burst; and these garments and sandals
of ours are worn out from the very long journey.’
So the leaders partook of their provisions, and did
not ask direction from the Lord. And Joshua made
peace with them, guaranteeing their lives by a
treaty; and the leaders of the congregation swore an
oath to them.

But when three days had passed after they had made
a treaty with them, they heard that they were their
neighbours and were living among them. So the
Israelites set out and reached their cities on the third
day. Now their cities were Gibeon, Chephirah,
Beeroth, and Kiriath-jearim. But the Israelites did
not attack them, because the leaders of the
congregation had sworn to them by the Lord, the
God of Israel. Then all the congregation murmured
against the leaders. But all the leaders said to all the
congregation, ‘We have sworn to them by the Lord,
the God of Israel, and now we must not touch them.
This is what we will do to them: We will let them
live, so that wrath may not come upon us, because
of the oath that we swore to them.” The leaders said
to them, ‘Let them live.” So they became hewers of
wood and drawers of water for all the congregation,
as the leaders had decided concerning them.

Romans 15:1-13

We who are strong ought to put up with the failings
of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Each of us
must please our neighbour for the good purpose of
building up the neighbour. For Christ did not please
himself; but, as it is written, ‘The insults of those
who insult you have fallen on me.” For whatever
was written in former days was written for our
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the scriptures we might have
hope. May the God of steadfastness and
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that
together you may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you
that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised
on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his
mercy. As it is written,
‘Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
and sing praises to your name’;
and again he says,
‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’;
and again,
‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him’;
and again Isaiah says,
‘The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.’
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 26:69-75

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A
servant-girl came to him and said, ‘You also were
with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before all
of them, saying, ‘I do not know what you are
talking about.” When he went out to the porch,
another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the



bystanders, ‘This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.’
Again he denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know the
man.” After a little while the bystanders came up
and said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are also one of
them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began
to curse, and he swore an oath, ‘I do not know the
man!’ At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter
remembered what Jesus had said: ‘Before the cock
crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went
out and wept bitterly.



