Daily Office Readings, Year 2

(Proper 16)

Monday, August 24
Saint Bartholomew the Apostle

Psalm 15

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *
who may abide upon your holy hill?

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is
right, *
who speaks the truth from his heart.

3 There is no guile upon his tongue;
he does no evil to his friend; *
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, *
but he honors those who fear the Lord.

5 He has sworn to do no wrong *
and does not take back his word.

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, *
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.

7 Whoever does these things *
shall never be overthrown.

Psalm 67

1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, *
show us the light of his countenance and come to
us.

2 Let your ways be known upon earth, *
your saving health among all nations.

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, *
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations upon earth.

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.

6 The earth has brought forth her increase; *
may God, our own God, give us his blessing.

7 May God give us his blessing, *
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of
him.

Isaiah 66:1-2,18-23

Thus says the Lord:
Heaven is my throne

and the earth is my footstool,
what is the house that you would build for me,

and what is my resting-place?
All these things my hand has made,

and so all these things are mine,
says the Lord.
But this is the one to whom I will look,

to the humble and contrite in spirit,

who trembles at my word.
For I know their works and their thoughts, and I
am coming to gather all nations and tongues; and
they shall come and shall see my glory, and I will
set a sign among them. From them I will send
survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Put, and Lud—
which draw the bow—to Tubal and Javan, to the
coastlands far away that have not heard of my fame
or seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory
among the nations. They shall bring all your
kindred from all the nations as an offering to
the Lord, on horses, and in chariots, and in litters,
and on mules, and on dromedaries, to my holy
mountain Jerusalem, says the Lord, just as the
Israelites bring a grain-offering in a clean vessel to
the house of the Lord. And I will also take some of
them as priests and as Levites, says the Lord.

For as the new heavens and the new earth,
which I will make,
shall remain before me, says the Lord,
so shall your descendants and your name remain.
From new moon to new moon,
and from sabbath to sabbath,
all flesh shall come to worship before me,
says the Lord.



1 Peter 5:1-11

Now as an elder myself and a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, as well as one who shares in
the glory to be revealed, I exhort the elders among
you to tend the flock of God that is in your charge,
exercising the oversight, not under compulsion but
willingly, as God would have you do it—not for
sordid gain but eagerly. Do not lord it over those in
your charge, but be examples to the flock. And
when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the
crown of glory that never fades away. In the same
way, you who are younger must accept the authority
of the elders. And all of you must clothe yourselves
with humility in your dealings with one another, for
‘God opposes the proud,

but gives grace to the humble.’
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand
of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast
all your anxiety on him, because he cares for
you. Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a
roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around,
looking for someone to devour. Resist him,
steadfast in your faith, for you know that your
brothers and sisters throughout the world are
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after
you have suffered for a little while, the God of all
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and
establish you. To him be the power for ever and
ever. Amen.

Tuesday, August 25

Psalm 10

1 Why do you stand so far off, O Lord, *
and hide yourself in time of trouble?

2 The wicked arrogantly persecute the poor, *
but they are trapped in the schemes they have
devised.

3 The wicked boast of their heart's desire; *
the covetous curse and revile the Lord.

4 The wicked are so proud that they care not for
God; *
their only thought is, "God does not matter."

5 Their ways are devious at all times;
your judgments are far above out of their sight; *
they defy all their enemies.

6 They say in their heart, "I shall not be shaken; *
no harm shall happen to me ever."

7 Their mouth is full of cursing, deceit, and
oppression; *
under their tongue are mischief and wrong.

8 They lurk in ambush in public squares
and in secret places they murder the innocent; *
they spy out the helpless.

9 They lie in wait, like a lion in a covert;

they lie in wait to seize upon the lowly; *

they seize the lowly and drag them away in their
net.

10 The innocent are broken and humbled before
them; *
the helpless fall before their power.

11 They say in their heart, "God has forgotten; *
he hides his face; he will never notice."

12 Rise up, O Lord;
lift up your hand, O God; *
do not forget the afflicted.

13 Why should the wicked revile God? *
why should they say in their heart, "You do not
care"?

14 Surely, you behold trouble and misery; *
you see it and take it into your own hand.

15 The helpless commit themselves to you, *
for you are the helper of orphans.

16 Break the power of the wicked and evil; *
search out their wickedness until you find none.

17 The Lord is King for ever and ever; *
the ungodly shall perish from his land.



18 The Lord will hear the desire of the humble; *
you will strengthen their heart and your ears shall
hear;

19 To give justice to the orphan and oppressed, *
so that mere mortals may strike terror no more.

Psalm 11

1 In the Lord have I taken refuge; *
how then can you say to me,
"Fly away like a bird to the hilltop;

2 For see how the wicked bend the bow
and fit their arrows to the string, *
to shoot from ambush at the true of heart.

3 When the foundations are being destroyed, *
what can the righteous do?"

4 The Lord is in his holy temple; *
the Lord's throne is in heaven.

5 His eyes behold the inhabited world; *
his piercing eye weighs our worth.

6 The Lord weighs the righteous as well as the
wicked, *
but those who delight in violence he abhors.

7 Upon the wicked he shall rain coals of fire and
burning sulphur; *
a scorching wind shall be their lot.

8 For the Lord is righteous;
he delights in righteous deeds; *
and the just shall see his face.

Job 6:1-4, 8-15, 21

Then Job answered:
‘O that my vexation were weighed,
and all my calamity laid in the balances!
For then it would be heavier than the sand of the
sea;
therefore my words have been rash.
For the arrows of the Almighty are in me;

my spirit drinks their poison;

the terrors of God are arrayed against me.
‘O that I might have my request,

and that God would grant my desire;
that it would please God to crush me,

that he would let loose his hand and cut me off!
This would be my consolation;

I would even exult in unrelenting pain;

for I have not denied the words of the Holy One.
What is my strength, that I should wait?

And what is my end, that I should be patient?
Is my strength the strength of stones,

or is my flesh bronze?
In truth I have no help in me,

and any resource is driven from me.

‘Those who withhold kindness from a friend
forsake the fear of the Almighty.

My companions are treacherous like a torrent-bed,
like freshets that pass away,

Such you have now become to me;
you see my calamity, and are afraid.

Acts 9:32-43

Now as Peter went here and there among all the
believers, he came down also to the saints living in
Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, who
had been bedridden for eight years, for he was
paralysed. Peter said to him, ‘Aeneas, Jesus Christ
heals you; get up and make your bed!” And
immediately he got up. And all the residents of
Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was
Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted
to good works and acts of charity. At that time she
became ill and died. When they had washed her,
they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was
near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was
there, sent two men to him with the request, ‘Please
come to us without delay.” So Peter got up and went
with them; and when he arrived, they took him to
the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him,
weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that
Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter
put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and
prayed. He turned to the body and said, ‘Tabitha,
get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter,
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she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up.
Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her
to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa,
and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he
stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon,
a tanner.

John 6:60-71

When many of his disciples heard it, they said,
“This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” But
Jesus, being aware that his disciples were
complaining about it, said to them, ‘Does this
offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son
of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the
spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words
that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But
among you there are some who do not believe.” For
Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that
did not believe, and who was the one that would
betray him. And he said, ‘For this reason I have told
you that no one can come to me unless it is granted
by the Father.’

Because of this many of his disciples turned back
and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked
the twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go away?’ Simon
Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom can we go?
You have the words of eternal life. We have come
to believe and know that you are the Holy One of
God.’ Jesus answered them, ‘Did I not choose you,
the twelve? Yet one of you is a devil.” He was
speaking of Judas son of Simon Iscariot, for he,
though one of the twelve, was going to betray him.

Wednesday, August 26
Psalm 12

1 Help me, Lord, for there is no godly one left; *
the faithful have vanished from among us.

2 Everyone speaks falsely with his neighbor; *
with a smooth tongue they speak from a double
heart.

3 Oh, that the Lord would cut off all smooth
tongues, *
and close the lips that utter proud boasts!

4 Those who say, "With our tongue will we
prevail;*
our lips are our own; who is lord over us?"

5 "Because the needy are oppressed,
and the poor cry out in misery, "

I will rise up," says the Lord,

"and give them the help they long for."

6 The words of the Lord are pure words, *
like silver refined from ore
and purified seven times in the fire.

7 O Lord, watch over us *
and save us from this generation for ever.

8 The wicked prowl on every side, *
and that which is worthless is highly prized by
everyone.

Psalm 13

1 How long, O Lord?
will you forget me for ever? *
how long will you hide your face from me?

2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind,
and grief in my heart, day after day? *
how long shall my enemy triumph over me?

3 Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; *
give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death;

4 Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed over him,"*
and my foes rejoice that [ have fallen.

5 But I put my trust in your mercy; *
my heart is joyful because of your saving help.

6 1 will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me
richly; *
I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High.



Psalm 14

1 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God."
All are corrupt and commit abominable acts;
there is none who does any good.

2 The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, *
to see if there is any who is wise,
if there is one who seeks after God.

3 Every one has proved faithless;
all alike have turned bad; *
there is none who does good; no, not one.

4 Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers *
who eat up my people like bread
and do not call upon the Lord?

5 See how they tremble with fear, *
because God is in the company of the righteous.

6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the
afflicted, *
but the Lord is their refuge.

7 Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of
Zion! *

when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people,
Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad.

Job 6:1, 7:1-21

Then Job answered:

‘Do not human beings have a hard service on earth,
and are not their days like the days of a labourer?
Like a slave who longs for the shadow,
and like labourers who look for their wages,
so I am allotted months of emptiness,
and nights of misery are apportioned to me.
When I lie down I say, “When shall I rise?”
But the night is long,
and I am full of tossing until dawn.
My flesh is clothed with worms and dirt;
my skin hardens, then breaks out again.
My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle,
and come to their end without hope.

‘Remember that my life is a breath;
my eye will never again see good.
The eye that beholds me will see me no more;
while your eyes are upon me, I shall be gone.
As the cloud fades and vanishes,
so those who go down to Sheol do not come up;
they return no more to their houses,
nor do their places know them any more.

‘Therefore I will not restrain my mouth;
I will speak in the anguish of my spirit;
I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.
Am I the Sea, or the Dragon,
that you set a guard over me?
When I say, “My bed will comfort me,
my couch will ease my complaint”,
then you scare me with dreams
and terrify me with visions,
so that [ would choose strangling
and death rather than this body.
I loathe my life; I would not live for ever.
Let me alone, for my days are a breath.
What are human beings, that you make so much of
them,
that you set your mind on them,
visit them every morning,
test them every moment?
Will you not look away from me for a while,
let me alone until I swallow my spittle?
If I sin, what do I do to you, you watcher of
humanity?
Why have you made me your target?
Why have I become a burden to you?
Why do you not pardon my transgression
and take away my iniquity?
For now I shall lie in the earth;
you will seek me, but I shall not be.’

Acts 10:1-16

In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a
centurion of the Italian Cohort, as it was called. He
was a devout man who feared God with all his
household; he gave alms generously to the people
and prayed constantly to God. One afternoon at
about three o’clock he had a vision in which he



clearly saw an angel of God coming in and saying
to him, ‘Cornelius.” He stared at him in terror and
said, ‘What is it, Lord?’ He answered, ‘Your
prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial
before God. Now send men to Joppa for a certain
Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging with
Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside.’
When the angel who spoke to him had left, he
called two of his slaves and a devout soldier from
the ranks of those who served him, and after telling
them everything, he sent them to Joppa.

About noon the next day, as they were on their
journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on
the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted
something to eat; and while it was being prepared,
he fell into a trance. He saw the heaven opened and
something like a large sheet coming down, being
lowered to the ground by its four corners. In it were
all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and
birds of the air. Then he heard a voice saying, ‘Get
up, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said, ‘By no
means, Lord; for [ have never eaten anything that is
profane or unclean.” The voice said to him again, a
second time, ‘What God has made clean, you must
not call profane.” This happened three times, and
the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven.

John 7:1-13

After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He did not
wish to go about in Judea because the Jews were
looking for an opportunity to kill him. Now the
Jewish festival of Booths was near. So his brothers
said to him, ‘Leave here and go to Judea so that
your disciples also may see the works you are
doing; for no one who wants to be widely known
acts in secret. If you do these things, show yourself
to the world.” (For not even his brothers believed in
him.) Jesus said to them, ‘My time has not yet
come, but your time is always here. The world
cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify
against it that its works are evil. Go to the festival
yourselves. I am not going to this festival, for my
time has not yet fully come.” After saying this, he
remained in Galilee.

But after his brothers had gone to the festival, then
he also went, not publicly but as it were in secret.

The Jews were looking for him at the festival and
saying, ‘Where is he?” And there was considerable
complaining about him among the crowds. While
some were saying, ‘He is a good man’, others were
saying, ‘No, he is deceiving the crowd.” Yet no one
would speak openly about him for fear of the Jews.

Thursday, August 27
Psalm 18:21-50

21 The Lord rewarded me because of my righteous
dealing; *
because my hands were clean he rewarded me;

22 For I have kept the ways of the Lord *
and have not offended against my God;

23 For all his judgments are before my eyes, *
and his decrees I have not put away from me;

24 For I have been blameless with him *
and have kept myself from iniquity;

25 Therefore the Lord rewarded me according to
my

righteous dealing, *

because of the cleanness of my hands in his sight.

26 With the faithful you show yourself faithful, O
God; *
with the forthright you show yourself forthright.

27 With the pure you show yourself pure, *
but with the crooked you are wily.

28 You will save a lowly people, *
but you will humble the haughty eyes.

29 You, O Lord, are my lamp; *
my God, you make my darkness bright.

30 With you I will break down an enclosure; *
with the help of my God I will scale any wall.

31 As for God, his ways are perfect;
the words of the Lord are tried in the fire; *
he is a shield to all who trust in him.



32 For who is God, but the Lord? *
who is the Rock, except our God?

33 It is God who girds me about with strength *
and makes my way secure.

34 He makes me sure-footed like a deer *
and lets me stand firm on the heights.

35 He trains my hands for battle *
and my arms for bending even a bow of bronze.

36 You have given me your shield of victory; *
your right hand also sustains me;
your loving care makes me great.

37 You lengthen my stride beneath me, *
and my ankles do not give way.

38 I pursue my enemies and overtake them; *
I will not turn back till I have destroyed them.

39 I strike them down, and they cannot rise; *
they fall defeated at my feet.

40 You have girded me with strength for the
battle;*

you have cast down my adversaries beneath me;
you have put my enemies to flight.

41 I destroy those who hate me;
they cry out, but there is none to help them; *
they cry to the Lord, but he does not answer.

42 1 beat them small like dust before the wind; *
I trample them like mud in the streets.

43 You deliver me from the strife of the peoples; *

you put me at the head of the nations.

44 A people I have not known shall serve me;

no sooner shall they hear than they shall obey me; *

strangers will cringe before me.

45 The foreign peoples will lose heart; *

they shall come trembling out of their strongholds.

46 The Lord lives! Blessed is my Rock! *
Exalted is the God of my salvation!

47 He is the God who gave me victory *
and cast down the peoples beneath me.

48 You rescued me from the fury of my enemies;

you exalted me above those who rose against me; *

you saved me from my deadly foe.

49 Therefore will I extol you among the nations, O

Lord, *
and sing praises to your Name.

50 He multiplies the victories of his king; *
he shows loving-kindness to his anointed,
to David and his descendants for ever.

Job 8:1-10, 20-22

Then Bildad the Shuhite answered:
‘How long will you say these things,

and the words of your mouth be a great wind?
Does God pervert justice?

Or does the Almighty pervert the right?
If your children sinned against him,

he delivered them into the power of their
transgression.
If you will seek God

and make supplication to the Almighty,
if you are pure and upright,

surely then he will rouse himself for you

and restore to you your rightful place.
Though your beginning was small,

your latter days will be very great.

‘For inquire now of bygone generations,

and consider what their ancestors have found;
for we are but of yesterday, and we know nothing,

for our days on earth are but a shadow.
Will they not teach you and tell you

and utter words out of their understanding?

‘See, God will not reject a blameless person,
nor take the hand of evildoers.

He will yet fill your mouth with laughter,
and your lips with shouts of joy.

Those who hate you will be clothed with shame,
and the tent of the wicked will be no more.’



Acts 10:17-33

Now while Peter was greatly puzzled about what to
make of the vision that he had seen, suddenly the
men sent by Cornelius appeared. They were asking
for Simon’s house and were standing by the gate.
They called out to ask whether Simon, who was
called Peter, was staying there. While Peter was still
thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him,
‘Look, three men are searching for you. Now get
up, go down, and go with them without hesitation;
for I have sent them.” So Peter went down to the
men and said, ‘I am the one you are looking for;
what is the reason for your coming?’ They
answered, ‘Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and
God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the
whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel
to send for you to come to his house and to hear
what you have to say.” So Peter invited them in and
gave them lodging.

The next day he got up and went with them, and
some of the believers from Joppa accompanied him.
The following day they came to Caesarea. Cornelius
was expecting them and had called together his
relatives and close friends. On Peter’s arrival
Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet,
worshipped him. But Peter made him get up,
saying, ‘Stand up; I am only a mortal.” And as he
talked with him, he went in and found that many
had assembled; and he said to them, ‘You
yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to
associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has
shown me that I should not call anyone profane or
unclean. So when I was sent for, I came without
objection. Now may I ask why you sent for me?’

Cornelius replied, ‘Four days ago at this very hour,
at three o’clock, I was praying in my house when
suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood before me.
He said, “Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and
your alms have been remembered before God. Send
therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon, who is called
Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner,
by the sea.” Therefore I sent for you immediately,
and you have been kind enough to come. So now all
of us are here in the presence of God to listen to all
that the Lord has commanded you to say.’

John 7:14-36

About the middle of the festival Jesus went up into
the temple and began to teach. The Jews were
astonished at it, saying, ‘How does this man have
such learning, when he has never been taught?’
Then Jesus answered them, ‘My teaching is not
mine but his who sent me. Anyone who resolves to
do the will of God will know whether the teaching
is from God or whether I am speaking on my own.
Those who speak on their own seek their own glory;
but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent
him is true, and there is nothing false in him.

‘Did not Moses give you the law? Yet none of you
keeps the law. Why are you looking for an
opportunity to kill me?’ The crowd answered, ‘You
have a demon! Who is trying to kill you?’ Jesus
answered them, ‘I performed one work, and all of
you are astonished. Moses gave you circumcision (it
1s, of course, not from Moses, but from the
patriarchs), and you circumcise a man on the
sabbath. If a man receives circumcision on the
sabbath in order that the law of Moses may not be
broken, are you angry with me because I healed a
man’s whole body on the sabbath? Do not judge by
appearances, but judge with right judgement.’

Now some of the people of Jerusalem were saying,
‘Is not this the man whom they are trying to kill?
And here he is, speaking openly, but they say
nothing to him! Can it be that the authorities really
know that this is the Messiah? Yet we know where
this man is from; but when the Messiah comes, no
one will know where he is from.” Then Jesus cried
out as he was teaching in the temple, ‘You know
me, and you know where I am from. I have not
come on my own. But the one who sent me is true,
and you do not know him. I know him, because I
am from him, and he sent me.” Then they tried to
arrest him, but no one laid hands on him, because
his hour had not yet come. Yet many in the crowd
believed in him and were saying, ‘When the
Messiah comes, will he do more signs than this man
has done?’

The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering such
things about him, and the chief priests and Pharisees
sent temple police to arrest him. Jesus then said, ‘I



will be with you a little while longer, and then I am
going to him who sent me. You will search for me,
but you will not find me; and where I am, you
cannot come.’” The Jews said to one another, ‘Where
does this man intend to go that we will not find
him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among
the Greeks and teach the Greeks? What does he
mean by saying, “You will search for me and you
will not find me” and, “Where I am, you cannot
come”?’



