Daily Office Readings, Year 2

Week of the Fourth Sunday
after the Epiphany

MONDAY, February 2"

The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the

Temple

Psalm 48

1 Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised; *
in the city of our God is his holy hill.

2 Beautiful and lofty, the joy of all the earth, is the
hill of Zion, *

the very center of the world and the city of the great
King.

3 God is in her citadels; *
he is known to be her sure refuge.

4 Behold, the kings of the earth assembled *
and marched forward together.

5 They looked and were astounded; *
they retreated and fled in terror.

6 Trembling seized them there; *
they writhed like a woman in childbirth,
like ships of the sea when the east wind shatters them.

7 As we have heard, so have we seen,
in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God; *
God has established her for ever.

8 We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O

God, *
in the midst of your temple.

9 Your praise, like your Name, O God, reaches to
the world's end; *
your right hand is full of justice.

10 Let Mount Zion be glad
and the cities of Judah rejoice, *
because of your judgments.

11 Make the circuit of Zion;
walk round about her; *
count the number of her towers.

12 Consider well her bulwarks;
examine her strongholds; *
that you may tell those who come after.

13 This God is our God for ever and ever; *
he shall be our guide for evermore.

Psalm 87

1 On the holy mountain stands the city he has
founded; *

the Lord loves the gates of Zion

more than all the dwellings of Jacob.

2 Glorious things are spoken of you, *
O city of our God.

3 I count Egypt and Babylon among those who
know me; *

behold Philistia, Tyre, and Ethiopia:

in Zion were they born.

4 Of Zion it shall be said, "Everyone was born in
her, *
and the Most High himself shall sustain her."

5 The Lord will record as he enrolls the peoples, *
"These also were born there."

6 The singers and the dancers will say, *
"All my fresh springs are in you."

Haggai 2:1-9

In the second year of King Darius,in the seventh
month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the
word of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai,
saying: Speak now to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,



governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak,
the high priest, and to the remnant of the people,
and say, Who is left among you that saw this house
in its former glory? How does it look to you now?
Is it not in your sight as nothing? Yet now take
courage, O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; take courage,
O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; take
courage, all you people of the land, says the Lord;
work, for [ am with you, says the Lord of

hosts, according to the promise that I made you
when you came out of Egypt. My spirit abides
among you; do not fear. For thus says the Lord of
hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the
heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry

land; and I will shake all the nations, so that the
treasure of all nations shall come, and I will fill this
house with splendour, says the Lord of hosts. The
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of
hosts. The latter splendour of this house shall be
greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts; and
in this place I will give prosperity, says the Lord of
hosts.

1 John 3:1-8

See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called children of God; and that is what
we are. The reason the world does not know us is
that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s
children now; what we will be has not yet been
revealed. What we do know is this: when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as
he is. And all who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure.

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness;
sin is lawlessness. You know that he was revealed
to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one
who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either
seen him or known him. Little children, let no one
deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is
righteous, just as he is righteous. Everyone who
commits sin is a child of the devil; for the devil has
been sinning from the beginning. The Son of God
was revealed for this purpose, to destroy the works
of the devil.

TUESDAY, February 3

Psalm 68: 1-20, 24-36

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; *
let those who hate him flee before him.

2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives
it away; *

as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish
at the presence of God.

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before
God; *
let them also be merry and joyful.

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; exalt him
who rides upon the heavens; *
Yahweh is his Name, rejoice before him!

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, *
God in his holy habitation!

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth
prisoners into freedom; *
but the rebels shall live in dry places.

7 O God, when you went forth before your people,*
when you marched through the wilderness,

8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, *
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your
inheritance; *
you refreshed the land when it was weary.

10 Your people found their home in it; *
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision
for the poor.

11 The Lord gave the word; *
great was the company of women who bore the
tidings:

12 "Kings with their armies are fleeing away; *
the women at home are dividing the spoils."



13 Though you lingered among the sheepfolds, *
you shall be like a dove whose wings are covered
with silver,

whose feathers are like green gold.

14 When the Almighty scattered kings, *
it was like snow falling in Zalmon.

15 O mighty mountain, O hill of Bashan! *
O rugged mountain, O hill of Bashan!

16 Why do you look with envy, O rugged mountain,
at the hill which God chose for his resting place? *
truly, the Lord will dwell there for ever.

17 The chariots of God are twenty thousand,
even thousands of thousands; *
the Lord comes in holiness from Sinai.

18 You have gone up on high and led captivity
captive;

you have received gifts even from your enemies, *
that the Lord God might dwell among them.

19 Blessed be the Lord day by day, *
the God of our salvation, who bears our burdens.

20 He is our God, the God of our salvation; *
God is the Lord, by whom we escape death.

24 They see your procession, O God, *
your procession into the sanctuary, my God and my
King.

25 The singers go before, musicians follow after, *
in the midst of maidens playing upon the hand-
drums.

26 Bless God in the congregation; *
bless the Lord, you that are of the fountain of Israel.

27 There is Benjamin, least of the tribes, at the
head;

the princes of Judah in a company; *

and the princes of Zebulon and Naphtali.

28 Send forth your strength, O God; *
establish, O God, what you have wrought for us.

29 Kings shall bring gifts to you, *
for your temple's sake at Jerusalem.

30 Rebuke the wild beast of the reeds, *
and the peoples, a herd of wild bulls with its calves.

31 Trample down those who lust after silver; *
scatter the peoples that delight in war.

32 Let tribute be brought out of Egypt; *
let Ethiopia stretch out her hands to God.

33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; *
sing praises to the Lord.

34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; *
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.

35 Ascribe power to God; *
his majesty is over Israel;
his strength is in the skies.

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! *
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his
people!

Blessed be God!

Genesis 21:1-21

The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the
Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. Sarah
conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at
the time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham
gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore
him. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when
he was eight days old, as God had commanded him.
Abraham was a hundred years old when his son
Isaac was born to him. Now Sarah said, ‘God has
brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will
laugh with me.” And she said, ‘Who would ever
have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse
children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.’

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham
made a great feast on the day that Isaac was
weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the
Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing
with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, ‘Cast
out this slave woman with her son; for the son of



this slave woman shall not inherit along with my
son Isaac.” The matter was very distressing to
Abraham on account of his son. But God said to
Abraham, ‘Do not be distressed because of the boy
and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah
says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through
Isaac that offspring shall be named after you. As for
the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of
him also, because he is your offspring.” So
Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread
and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it
on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her
away. And she departed, and wandered about in the
wilderness of Beer-sheba.

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the
child under one of the bushes. Then she went and
sat down opposite him a good way off, about the
distance of a bowshot; for she said, ‘Do not let me
look on the death of the child.” And as she sat
opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And
God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of
God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her,
‘What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for
God has heard the voice of the boy where he is.
Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your
hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” Then
God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water.
She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave
the boy a drink.

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in
the wilderness, and became an expert with the bow.
He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother
got a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

Hebrews 11:13-22

All of these died in faith without having received
the promises, but from a distance they saw and
greeted them. They confessed that they were
strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people
who speak in this way make it clear that they are
seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of
the land that they had left behind, they would have
had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore
God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed,
he has prepared a city for them.

By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up
Isaac. He who had received the promises was ready
to offer up his only son, of whom he had been told,
‘It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named
after you.” He considered the fact that God is able
even to raise someone from the dead—and
figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. By
faith Isaac invoked blessings for the future on Jacob
and Esau. By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each
of the sons of Joseph, ‘bowing in worship over the
top of his staff.” By faith Joseph, at the end of his
life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites
and gave instructions about his burial.

John 6:41-54

Then the Jews began to complain about him
because he said, ‘I am the bread that came down
from heaven.” They were saying, ‘Is not this Jesus,
the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we
know? How can he now say, “I have come down
from heaven”?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Do not
complain among yourselves. No one can come to
me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I
will raise that person up on the last day. It is written
in the prophets, “And they shall all be taught by
God.” Everyone who has heard and learned from
the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen
the Father except the one who is from God; he has
seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever
believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they
died. This is the bread that comes down from
heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. [ am
the living bread that came down from heaven.
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and
the bread that I will give for the life of the world is
my flesh.’

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying,
‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ So
Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my
flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I
will raise them up on the last day;



WEDNESDAY, February 4

Psalm 119:73-96

73 Your hands have made me and fashioned me; *
give me understanding, that [ may learn your
commandments.

74 Those who fear you will be glad when they see
me, *
because I trust in your word.

75 1 know, O Lord, that your judgments are right *
and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me.

76 Let your loving-kindness be my comfort, *
as you have promised to your servant.

77 Let your compassion come to me, that [ may
live, *
for your law is my delight.

78 Let the arrogant be put to shame, for they wrong
me with lies; *
but I will meditate on your commandments.

79 Let those who fear you turn to me, *
and also those who know your decrees.

80 Let my heart be sound in your statutes, *
that I may not be put to shame.

81 My soul has longed for your salvation; *
I have put my hope in your word.

82 My eyes have failed from watching for your
promise, *
and I say, "When will you comfort me?"

83 I have become like a leather flask in the smoke,*
but I have not forgotten your statutes.

84 How much longer must [ wait? *
when will you give judgment against those who
persecute me?

85 The proud have dug pits for me; *
they do not keep your law.

86 All your commandments are true; *
help me, for they persecute me with lies.

87 They had almost made an end of me on earth, *
but I have not forsaken your commandments.

88 In your loving-kindness, revive me, *
that I may keep the decrees of your mouth.

89 O Lord, your word is everlasting; *
it stands firm in the heavens.

90 Your faithfulness remains from one generation
to another; *
you established the earth, and it abides.

91 By your decree these continue to this day, *
for all things are your servants.

92 If my delight had not been in your law, *
I should have perished in my affliction.

93 I will never forget your commandments, *
because by them you give me life.

94 T am yours; oh, that you would save me! *
for I study your commandments.

95 Though the wicked lie in wait for me to destroy
me, *
I will apply my mind to your decrees.

96 I see that all things come to an end, *
but your commandment has no bounds.

Genesis 22:1-18

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to
him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.” He said,
‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him
there as a burnt-offering on one of the mountains
that I shall show you.” So Abraham rose early in the
morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his
young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the
wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and went to
the place in the distance that God had shown him.
On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the
place far away. Then Abraham said to his young



men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will
go over there; we will worship, and then we will
come back to you.” Abraham took the wood of the
burnt-offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he
himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of
them walked on together. Isaac said to his father
Abraham, ‘Father!” And he said, ‘Here I am, my
son.” He said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but
where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?” Abraham
said, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for a
burnt-offering, my son.” So the two of them walked
on together.

When they came to the place that God had shown
him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood
in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on
the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham
reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his
son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from
heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!” And he
said, ‘Here I am.” He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on
the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that
you fear God, since you have not withheld your son,
your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up
and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns.
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as
a burnt-offering instead of his son. So Abraham
called that place ‘The Lord will provide’; as it is
said to this day, ‘On the mount of the Lord it shall
be provided.’

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second
time from heaven, and said, ‘By myself | have
sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this,
and have not withheld your son, your only son, I
will indeed bless you, and I will make your
offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as
the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring
shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your
offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain
blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed
my voice.’

Hebrews 11:23-31

By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three
months after his birth, because they saw that the
child was beautiful; and they were not afraid of the
king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he was grown

up, refused to be called a son of Pharaoh’s daughter,
choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the
people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures
of sin. He considered abuse suffered for the Christ
to be greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for
he was looking ahead to the reward. By faith he left
Egypt, unafraid of the king’s anger; for he
persevered as though he saw him who is invisible.
By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of
blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would
not touch the firstborn of Israel.

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if
it were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted
to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of
Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven
days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish
with those who were disobedient, because she had
received the spies in peace.

John 6:52-59

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying,
‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ So
Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my
flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and |
will raise them up on the last day; for my flesh is
true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat
my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in
them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live
because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live
because of me. This is the bread that came down
from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate,
and they died. But the one who eats this bread will
live for ever.” He said these things while he was
teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5th

Psalm 74

1 O God, why have you utterly cast us off? *
why is your wrath so hot against the sheep of your
pasture?

2 Remember your congregation that you purchased
long ago, *

the tribe you redeemed to be your inheritance,

and Mount Zion where you dwell.

3 Turn your steps toward the endless ruins; *
the enemy has laid waste everything in your
sanctuary.

4 Your adversaries roared in your holy place; *
they set up their banners as tokens of victory.

5 They were like men coming up with axes to a
grove of trees; *

they broke down all your carved work with hatchets
and hammers.

6 They set fire to your holy place; *
they defiled the dwelling-place of your Name
and razed it to the ground.

7 They said to themselves, "Let us destroy them
altogether." *

They burned down all the meeting-places of God in
the land.

8 There are no signs for us to see;
there is no prophet left; *
there is not one among us who knows how long.

9 How long, O God, will the adversary scoft? *
will the enemy blaspheme your Name for ever?

10 Why do you draw back your hand? *
why is your right hand hidden in your bosom?

11 Yet God is my King from ancient times, *
victorious in the midst of the earth.

12 You divided the sea by your might *
and shattered the heads of the dragons upon the
waters;

13 You crushed the heads of Leviathan *
and gave him to the people of the desert for food.

14 You split open spring and torrent; *
you dried up ever-flowing rivers.

15 Yours is the day, yours also the night; *
you established the moon and the sun.

16 You fixed all the boundaries of the earth; *
you made both summer and winter.

17 Remember, O Lord, how the enemy scoffed, *
how a foolish people despised your Name.

18 Do not hand over the life of your dove to wild
beasts; *
never forget the lives of your poor.

19 Look upon your covenant; *
the dark places of the earth are haunts of violence.

20 Let not the oppressed turn away ashamed; *
let the poor and needy praise your Name.

21 Arise, O God, maintain your cause; *
remember how fools revile you all day long.

22 Forget not the clamor of your adversaries, *
the unending tumult of those who rise up against
you.

Genesis 23:1-20

Sarah lived for one hundred and twenty-seven
years; this was the length of Sarah’s life. And Sarah
died at Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of
Canaan; and Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah
and to weep for her. Abraham rose up from beside
his dead, and said to the Hittites, ‘I am a stranger
and an alien residing among you; give me property
among you for a burying-place, so that I may bury
my dead out of my sight.” The Hittites answered
Abraham, ‘Hear us, my lord; you are a mighty
prince among us. Bury your dead in the choicest of
our burial places; none of us will withhold from you
any burial ground for burying your dead.” Abraham
rose and bowed to the Hittites, the people of the
land. He said to them, ‘If you are willing that |



should bury my dead out of my sight, hear me, and
entreat for me Ephron son of Zohar, so that he may
give me the cave of Machpelah, which he owns; it
is at the end of his field. For the full price let him
give it to me in your presence as a possession for a
burying-place.” Now Ephron was sitting among the
Hittites; and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham
in the hearing of the Hittites, of all who went in at
the gate of his city, ‘No, my lord, hear me; I give
you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it; in
the presence of my people I give it to you; bury
your dead.” Then Abraham bowed down before the
people of the land. He said to Ephron in the hearing
of the people of the land, ‘If you only will listen to
me! [ will give the price of the field; accept it from
me, so that [ may bury my dead there.” Ephron
answered Abraham, ‘My lord, listen to me; a piece
of land worth four hundred shekels of silver—what
is that between you and me? Bury your dead.’
Abraham agreed with Ephron; and Abraham
weighed out for Ephron the silver that he had
named in the hearing of the Hittites, four hundred
shekels of silver, according to the weights current
among the merchants.

So the field of Ephron in Machpelah, which was to
the east of Mamre, the field with the cave that was
in it and all the trees that were in the field,
throughout its whole area, passed to Abraham as a
possession in the presence of the Hittites, in the
presence of all who went in at the gate of his city.
After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the
cave of the field of Machpelah facing Mamre (that
is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan. The field and the
cave that is in it passed from the Hittites into
Abraham’s possession as a burying-place.

Hebrews 11:32-12:2

And what more should I say? For time would fail
me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of
David and Samuel and the prophets— who through
faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice,
obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions,
quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, won strength out of weakness, became
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women
received their dead by resurrection. Others were
tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to

obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered
mocking and flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they
were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword;
they went about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, persecuted, tormented— of whom the
world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts
and mountains, and in caves and holes in the
ground.

Yet all these, though they were commended for
their faith, did not receive what was promised, since
God had provided something better so that they
would not, without us, be made perfect.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us
run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and
has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of
God.

John 6:60-71

When many of his disciples heard it, they said,
“This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” But
Jesus, being aware that his disciples were
complaining about it, said to them, ‘Does this
offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son
of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the
spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words
that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But
among you there are some who do not believe.” For
Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that
did not believe, and who was the one that would
betray him. And he said, ‘For this reason I have told
you that no one can come to me unless it is granted
by the Father.’

Because of this many of his disciples turned back
and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked
the twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go away?’ Simon
Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom can we go?
You have the words of eternal life. We have come
to believe and know that you are the Holy One of
God.’ Jesus answered them, ‘Did I not choose you,

8



the twelve? Yet one of you is a devil.” He was
speaking of Judas son of Simon Iscariot, for he,
though one of the twelve, was going to betray him.



