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Daily Office Readings, Year 2 

Week of the Third Sunday of 

Easter 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 20 

Psalm 9 Confitebor tibi 

 

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole 

heart; * 

I will tell of all your marvelous works. 

 

2 I will be glad and rejoice in you; * 

I will sing to your Name, O Most High. 

 

3 When my enemies are driven back, * 

they will stumble and perish at your presence. 

 

4 For you have maintained my right and my cause;* 

you sit upon your throne judging right. 

 

5 You have rebuked the ungodly and destroyed the 

wicked; * 

you have blotted out their name for ever and ever. 

 

6 As for the enemy, they are finished, in perpetual 

ruin, * 

their cities ploughed under, the memory of them 

perished; 

 

7 But the Lord is enthroned for ever; * 

he has set up his throne for judgment. 

 

8 It is he who rules the world with righteousness; * 

he judges the peoples with equity. 

 

9 The Lord will be a refuge for the oppressed, * 

a refuge in time of trouble. 

 

10 Those who know your Name will put their trust 

in you, * 

for you never forsake those who seek you, O Lord. 

 

11 Sing praise to the Lord who dwells in Zion; * 

proclaim to the peoples the things he has done. 

 

 

12 The Avenger of blood will remember them; * 

he will not forget the cry of the afflicted. 

 

13 Have pity on me, O Lord; * 

see the misery I suffer from those who hate me, 

O you who lift me up from the gate of death; 

 

14 So that I may tell of all your praises 

and rejoice in your salvation * 

in the gates of the city of Zion. 

 

15 The ungodly have fallen into the pit they dug, * 

and in the snare they set is their own foot caught. 

 

16 The Lord is known by his acts of justice; * 

the wicked are trapped in the works of their own 

hands. 

 

17 The wicked shall be given over to the grave, * 

and also all the people that forget God. 

 

18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten, * 

and the hope of the poor shall not perish for ever. 

 

19 Rise up, O Lord, let not the ungodly have the 

upper hand; * 

let them be judged before you. 

 

20 Put fear upon them, O Lord; * 

let the ungodly know they are but mortal. 

  

Psalm 15 Domine, quis habitabit? 

 

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 

who may abide upon your holy hill? 

 

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is 

right, * 

who speaks the truth from his heart. 

 

3 There is no guile upon his tongue; 

he does no evil to his friend; * 

he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 

 

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 

but he honors those who fear the Lord. 
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5 He has sworn to do no wrong * 

and does not take back his word. 

 

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 

nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

 

7 Whoever does these things * 

shall never be overthrown. 

Exodus 18:13-27 

The next day Moses sat as judge for the people, 

while the people stood around him from morning 

until evening. When Moses’ father-in-law saw all 

that he was doing for the people, he said, ‘What is 

this that you are doing for the people? Why do you 

sit alone, while all the people stand around you 

from morning until evening?’ Moses said to his 

father-in-law, ‘Because the people come to me to 

inquire of God. When they have a dispute, they 

come to me and I decide between one person and 

another, and I make known to them the statutes and 

instructions of God.’ Moses’ father-in-law said to 

him, ‘What you are doing is not good. You will 

surely wear yourself out, both you and these people 

with you. For the task is too heavy for you; you 

cannot do it alone. Now listen to me. I will give you 

counsel, and God be with you! You should 

represent the people before God, and you should 

bring their cases before God; teach them the statutes 

and instructions and make known to them the way 

they are to go and the things they are to do. You 

should also look for able men among all the people, 

men who fear God, are trustworthy, and hate 

dishonest gain; set such men over them as officers 

over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. Let them 

sit as judges for the people at all times; let them 

bring every important case to you, but decide every 

minor case themselves. So it will be easier for you, 

and they will bear the burden with you. If you do 

this, and God so commands you, then you will be 

able to endure, and all these people will go to their 

home in peace.’  

So Moses listened to his father-in-law and did all 

that he had said. Moses chose able men from all 

Israel and appointed them as heads over the people, 

as officers over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and 

tens. And they judged the people at all times; hard 

cases they brought to Moses, but any minor case 

they decided themselves. Then Moses let his father-

in-law depart, and he went off to his own country.  

1 Peter 5:1-14 

Now as an elder myself and a witness of the 

sufferings of Christ, as well as one who shares in 

the glory to be revealed, I exhort the elders among 

you to tend the flock of God that is in your charge, 

exercising the oversight, not under compulsion but 

willingly, as God would have you do it—not for 

sordid gain but eagerly. Do not lord it over those in 

your charge, but be examples to the flock. And 

when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the 

crown of glory that never fades away. In the same 

way, you who are younger must accept the authority 

of the elders. And all of you must clothe yourselves 

with humility in your dealings with one another, for 

‘God opposes the proud, 

   but gives grace to the humble.’  

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand 

of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast 

all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 

Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring 

lion your adversary the devil prowls around, 

looking for someone to devour. Resist him, 

steadfast in your faith, for you know that your 

brothers and sisters throughout the world are 

undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after 

you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 

grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 

Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 

establish you. To him be the power for ever and 

ever. Amen.  

Through Silvanus, whom I consider a faithful 

brother, I have written this short letter to encourage 

you, and to testify that this is the true grace of God. 

Stand fast in it. Your sister church in Babylon, 

chosen together with you, sends you greetings; and 

so does my son Mark. Greet one another with a kiss 

of love. 

Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 
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Matthew 1:1-17, 3:1-6 

An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, 

the son of David, the son of Abraham.  

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the 

father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and 

his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and 

Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, 

and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father 

of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, 

and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the 

father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of 

Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and 

Jesse the father of King David. 

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife 

of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and 

Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the 

father of Asaph, and Asaph the father of 

Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, 

and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the 

father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, 

and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the 

father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of 

Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, and Josiah 

the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time 

of the deportation to Babylon.  

And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah 

was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father 

of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, 

and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the 

father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and 

Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of 

Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar 

the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of 

Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of 

Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the 

Messiah.  

So all the generations from Abraham to David are 

fourteen generations; and from David to the 

deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and 

from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, 

fourteen generations.  

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the 

wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is the one 

of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight.” ’  

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a 

leather belt around his waist, and his food was 

locusts and wild honey. Then the people of 

Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 

all the region along the Jordan, and they were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins.  

 

TUESDAY, April 21 

Psalm 36  

 

1 There is a voice of rebellion deep in the heart of 

the wicked; * 

there is no fear of God before his eyes. 

 

2 He flatters himself in his own eyes * 

that his hateful sin will not be found out. 

 

3 The words of his mouth are wicked and 

deceitful;* 

he has left off acting wisely and doing good. 

 

4 He thinks up wickedness upon his bed 

and has set himself in no good way; * 

he does not abhor that which is evil. 

  

5 Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, * 

and your faithfulness to the clouds. 

 

6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, 

your justice like the great deep; * 

you save both man and beast, O Lord. 

 

7 How priceless is your love, O God! * 

your people take refuge under the 

shadow of your wings. 

 

8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; * 

you give them drink from the river of your delights. 

 

9 For with you is the well of life, * 

and in your light we see light. 
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10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who 

know you, * 

and your favor to those who are true of heart. 

11 Let not the foot of the proud come near me, * 

nor the hand of the wicked push me aside. 

 

12 See how they are fallen, those who work 

wickedness! * 

they are cast down and shall not be able to rise. 

Psalm 39  

 

1 I said, "I will keep watch upon my ways, * 

so that I do not offend with my tongue. 

 

2 I will put a muzzle on my mouth * 

while the wicked are in my presence." 

 

3 So I held my tongue and said nothing; * 

I refrained from rash words; 

but my pain became unbearable. 

 

4 My heart was hot within me; 

while I pondered, the fire burst into flame; * 

I spoke out with my tongue: 

5 Lord, let me know my end and the number of my 

days, * 

so that I may know how short my life is. 

 

6 You have given me a mere handful of days, 

and my lifetime is as nothing in your sight; * 

truly, even those who stand erect are but a puff of 

wind. 

 

7 We walk about like a shadow, 

and in vain we are in turmoil; * 

we heap up riches and cannot tell who will gather 

them. 

 

8 And now, what is my hope? * 

O Lord, my hope is in you. 

 

9 Deliver me from all my transgressions * 

and do not make me the taunt of the fool. 

 

10 I fell silent and did not open my mouth, * 

for surely it was you that did it. 

 

11 Take your affliction from me; * 

I am worn down by the blows of your hand. 

 

12 With rebukes for sin you punish us; 

like a moth you eat away all that is dear to us; * 

truly, everyone is but a puff of wind. 

 

13 Hear my prayer, O Lord, 

and give ear to my cry; * 

hold not your peace at my tears. 

 

14 For I am but a sojourner with you, * 

a wayfarer, as all my forebears were. 

 

15 Turn your gaze from me, that I may be glad 

again, * 

before I go my way and am no more. 

Exodus 19:1-16 

At the third new moon after the Israelites had gone 

out of the land of Egypt, on that very day, they 

came into the wilderness of Sinai. They had 

journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of 

Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped 

there in front of the mountain. Then Moses went up 

to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, 

saying, ‘Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, 

and tell the Israelites: You have seen what I did to 

the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings 

and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you 

obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be 

my treasured possession out of all the peoples. 

Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but you shall be for 

me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are 

the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.’  

So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, 

and set before them all these words that the Lord 

had commanded him. The people all answered as 

one: ‘Everything that the Lord has spoken we will 

do.’ Moses reported the words of the people to the 

Lord. Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to 

come to you in a dense cloud, in order that the 

people may hear when I speak with you and so trust 

you ever after.’ 
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When Moses had told the words of the people to the 

Lord, the Lord said to Moses: ‘Go to the people and 

consecrate them today and tomorrow. Have them 

wash their clothes and prepare for the third day, 

because on the third day the Lord will come down 

upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. You 

shall set limits for the people all around, saying, 

“Be careful not to go up the mountain or to touch 

the edge of it. Any who touch the mountain shall be 

put to death. No hand shall touch them, but they 

shall be stoned or shot with arrows; whether animal 

or human being, they shall not live.” When the 

trumpet sounds a long blast, they may go up on the 

mountain.’ So Moses went down from the mountain 

to the people. He consecrated the people, and they 

washed their clothes. And he said to the people, 

‘Prepare for the third day; do not go near a woman.’  

On the morning of the third day there was thunder 

and lightning, as well as a thick cloud on the 

mountain, and a blast of a trumpet so loud that all 

the people who were in the camp trembled.  

Colossians 1:1-14 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 

and Timothy our brother,  

To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in 

Christ in Colossae: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father.  

In our prayers for you we always thank God, the 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have heard 

of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you 

have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up 

for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope 

before in the word of the truth, the gospel that has 

come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing 

in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit 

among yourselves from the day you heard it and 

truly comprehended the grace of God. This you 

learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow-servant. 

He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 

and he has made known to us your love in the 

Spirit.  

For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have 

not ceased praying for you and asking that you may 

be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all 

spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you 

may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 

him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as 

you grow in the knowledge of God. May you be 

made strong with all the strength that comes from 

his glorious power, and may you be prepared to 

endure everything with patience, while joyfully 

giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to 

share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He 

has rescued us from the power of darkness and 

transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 

sins. 

Matthew 3:7-12 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not 

presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham 

as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from 

these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even 

now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every 

tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire.  

‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one 

who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I 

am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-

fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-

floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but 

the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’  

 

WEDNESDAY, April 22 

Psalm 119:25-48 

25 My soul cleaves to the dust; * 

give me life according to your word. 

 

26 I have confessed my ways, and you answered 

me; * 

instruct me in your statutes. 
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27 Make me understand the way of your 

commandments, * 

that I may meditate on your marvelous works. 

 

28 My soul melts away for sorrow; * 

strengthen me according to your word. 

 

29 Take from me the way of lying; * 

let me find grace through your law. 

 

30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness; * 

I have set your judgments before me. 

 

31 I hold fast to your decrees; * 

O Lord, let me not be put to shame. 

 

32 I will run the way of your commandments, * 

for you have set my heart at liberty. 

 

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, * 

and I shall keep it to the end. 

 

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your 

law; * 

I shall keep it with all my heart. 

 

35 Make me go in the path of your 

commandments,* 

for that is my desire. 

 

36 Incline my heart to your decrees * 

and not to unjust gain. 

 

37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless;* 

give me life in your ways. 

 

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 

which you make to those who fear you. 

 

39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 

because your judgments are good. 

 

40 Behold, I long for your commandments; * 

in your righteousness preserve my life. 

41 Let your loving-kindness come to me, O Lord, * 

and your salvation, according to your promise. 

 

 

42 Then shall I have a word for those who taunt 

me,* 

because I trust in your words. 

 

43 Do not take the word of truth out of my mouth, * 

for my hope is in your judgments. 

44 I shall continue to keep your law; * 

I shall keep it for ever and ever. 

 

45 I will walk at liberty, * 

because I study your commandments. 

 

46 I will tell of your decrees before kings * 

and will not be ashamed. 

 

47 I delight in your commandments, * 

which I have always loved. 

 

48 I will lift up my hands to your commandments, * 

and I will meditate on your statutes. 

Exodus 19:16-25 

On the morning of the third day there was thunder 

and lightning, as well as a thick cloud on the 

mountain, and a blast of a trumpet so loud that all 

the people who were in the camp trembled. Moses 

brought the people out of the camp to meet God. 

They took their stand at the foot of the mountain. 

Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke, because 

the Lord had descended upon it in fire; the smoke 

went up like the smoke of a kiln, while the whole 

mountain shook violently. As the blast of the 

trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses would 

speak and God would answer him in thunder. When 

the Lord descended upon Mount Sinai, to the top of 

the mountain, the Lord summoned Moses to the top 

of the mountain, and Moses went up. Then the Lord 

said to Moses, ‘Go down and warn the people not to 

break through to the Lord to look; otherwise many 

of them will perish. Even the priests who approach 

the Lord must consecrate themselves or the Lord 

will break out against them.’ Moses said to the 

Lord, ‘The people are not permitted to come up to 

Mount Sinai; for you yourself warned us, saying, 

“Set limits around the mountain and keep it holy.” ’ 

The Lord said to him, ‘Go down, and come up 

bringing Aaron with you; but do not let either the 
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priests or the people break through to come up to 

the Lord; otherwise he will break out against them.’ 

So Moses went down to the people and told them.  

Colossians 1:15-23 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 

all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on 

earth were created, things visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—

all things have been created through him and for 

him. He himself is before all things, and in him all 

things hold together. He is the head of the body, the 

church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead, so that he might come to have first place in 

everything. For in him all the fullness of God was 

pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased 

to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 

or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of 

his cross.  

And you who were once estranged and hostile in 

mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his 

fleshly body through death, so as to present you 

holy and blameless and irreproachable before him— 

provided that you continue securely established and 

steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope 

promised by the gospel that you heard, which has 

been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, 

Paul, became a servant of this gospel.  

Matthew 3:13-17 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, 

to be baptized by him. John would have prevented 

him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do 

you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it 

be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil 

all righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when 

Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 

the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him 

and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven 

said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 

well pleased.’  

 

 

THURSDAY, April 23 

Psalm 37: 19-42 

19 The Lord cares for the lives of the godly, * 

and their inheritance shall last for ever. 

 

20 They shall not be ashamed in bad times, * 

and in days of famine they shall have enough. 

 

21 As for the wicked, they shall perish, * 

and the enemies of the Lord, like the glory of 

the meadows, shall vanish; 

they shall vanish like smoke. 

22 The wicked borrow and do not repay, * 

but the righteous are generous in giving. 

 

23 Those who are blessed by God shall possess the 

land, * 

but those who are cursed by him shall be destroyed. 

 

24 Our steps are directed by the Lord; * 

he strengthens those in whose way he delights. 

 

25 If they stumble, they shall not fall headlong, * 

for the Lord holds them by the hand. 

 

26 I have been young and now I am old, * 

but never have I seen the righteous forsaken, 

or their children begging bread. 

 

27 The righteous are always generous in their 

lending, * 

and their children shall be a blessing. 

 

28 Turn from evil, and do good, * 

and dwell in the land for ever. 

 

29 For the Lord loves justice; * 

he does not forsake his faithful ones. 

 

30 They shall be kept safe for ever, * 

but the offspring of the wicked shall be destroyed. 

 

31 The righteous shall possess the land * 

and dwell in it for ever. 

 

32 The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, * 

and their tongue speaks what is right. 
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33 The law of their God is in their heart, * 

and their footsteps shall not falter. 

 

34 The wicked spy on the righteous * 

and seek occasion to kill them. 

35 The Lord will not abandon them to their hand, * 

nor let them be found guilty when brought to trial. 

 

36 Wait upon the Lord and keep his way; * 

he will raise you up to possess the land, 

and when the wicked are cut off, you will see it. 

 

37 I have seen the wicked in their arrogance, * 

flourishing like a tree in full leaf. 

 

38 I went by, and behold, they were not there; * 

I searched for them, but they could not be found. 

 

39 Mark those who are honest; 

observe the upright; * 

for there is a future for the peaceable. 

 

40 Transgressors shall be destroyed, one and all; * 

the future of the wicked is cut off. 

 

41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from 

the Lord; * 

he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 

 

42 The Lord will help them and rescue them; * 

he will rescue them from the wicked and deliver 

them, 

because they seek refuge in him. 

Exodus 20:1-21 

Then God spoke all these words:  

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall 

have no other gods before me.  

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in 

the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that 

is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 

the earth. You shall not bow down to them or 

worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous 

God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, 

to the third and the fourth generation of those who 

reject me, but showing steadfast love to the 

thousandth generation of those who love me and 

keep my commandments.  

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the 

Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone 

who misuses his name.  

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For 

six days you shall labour and do all your work. But 

the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; 

you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 

daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, 

or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days 

the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 

that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore 

the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.  

Honour your father and your mother, so that your 

days may be long in the land that the Lord your God 

is giving you.  

You shall not murder.  

You shall not commit adultery.  

You shall not steal.  

You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbour.  

You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you 

shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or 

female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 

belongs to your neighbour.  

When all the people witnessed the thunder and 

lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the 

mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled 

and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, ‘You 

speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God 

speak to us, or we will die.’ Moses said to the 

people, ‘Do not be afraid; for God has come only to 

test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that 

you do not sin.’ Then the people stood at a distance, 

while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where 

God was.  
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Colossians 1:24-2:7 

I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, 

and in my flesh I am completing what is lacking in 

Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, 

the church. I became its servant according to God’s 

commission that was given to me for you, to make 

the word of God fully known, the mystery that has 

been hidden throughout the ages and generations 

but has now been revealed to his saints. To them 

God chose to make known how great among the 

Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, 

which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. It is he 

whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching 

everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present 

everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil and 

struggle with all the energy that he powerfully 

inspires within me.  

For I want you to know how much I am struggling 

for you, and for those in Laodicea, and for all who 

have not seen me face to face. I want their hearts to 

be encouraged and united in love, so that they may 

have all the riches of assured understanding and 

have the knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, 

Christ himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures 

of wisdom and knowledge. I am saying this so that 

no one may deceive you with plausible arguments. 

For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you 

in spirit, and I rejoice to see your morale and the 

firmness of your faith in Christ.  

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the 

Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and 

built up in him and established in the faith, just as 

you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.  

Matthew 4:1-11 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 

wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for 

forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 

famished. The tempter came and said to him, ‘If 

you are the Son of God, command these stones to 

become loaves of bread.’ But he answered, ‘It is 

written, 

“One does not live by bread alone, 

   but by every word that comes from the mouth of 

God.” ’  

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed 

him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, ‘If 

you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it 

is written, 

“He will command his angels concerning you”, 

   and “On their hands they will bear you up, 

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” 

’  

Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put 

the Lord your God to the test.” ’  

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain 

and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and 

their splendour; and he said to him, ‘All these I will 

give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is 

written, 

“Worship the Lord your God, 

   and serve only him.” ’  

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came 

and waited on him.  

 

 


