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ST MARY AND ST JOHN CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
	All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24. Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from academic year 2024-25. 
The music plan sets out how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the national plan for music education: 
· timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year for key stages 1 to 3
· access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice
· a school choir or vocal ensemble
· a school ensemble, band or group
· space for rehearsals and individual practice
· a termly school performance
· opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year
The summary reflects the school’s music provision for the given school year and plans for subsequent years. It also refers to existing partnerships with our local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the school with music provision. 


Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	Autumn 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	Summer 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Mrs E O’Neill

	Name of local music hub 
	Wigan Music Service

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Links with Manchester Music Hub through Wigan Service



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	For more, see the school information guidance on curriculum The power of music to change lives - A National Plan for Music Education (publishing.service.gov.uk) and on SEND for maintained schools. 
The vision for music in schools set out in the new National Plan for Music Education (NPME) is ‘To enable all children and young people to learn to sing, play and instrument and create music together, and have the opportunity to progress their musical interests, including professionally.’
St Mary and St John is a Music Mark School and values highly the importance of music. We support the belief that it is the ‘right of every pupil,’ is ‘inclusive of all’ and acknowledge that ‘an individual child’s needs may make some aspects of teaching, learning and performance different, but there should be no compromise on quality provision.’ Pupils with SEND are ‘actively included’ in music lessons. (NPME)
Planning enables all children, including SEND pupils, to understand musical skills and concepts through a repetition-based approach to learning and is part of a spiral curriculum. New musical skills and concepts can develop and at the same time, established musical skills and concepts can be revisited. Key areas of musicianship include singing, listening, composing/improvising, playing and performing, notation and technology. The Interrelated Dimensions of Music: pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture and structure are at the centre of all learning. We strive to help children develop an understanding of the history of music by using the learning timeline to place and sequence pieces.
All pupils, including SEND pupils, in all year groups have the opportunity in all music lessons to sing and play tuned and untuned percussion instruments.
KS1 & KS2 follows the Statutory National Curriculum for Music but is also informed by The Model Music Curriculum, Ofsted Review and The Power of Music to Change Lives: A National Plan for Music Education (NPME)
Music in Early Years is planned for across the four musical areas: Hearing and Listening, Singing and Vocalising, Moving and Dancing, Exploring and Playing. It is an important new feature of NPME and together with Musical Development Matters in the Early Years, they both support musical learning and development. 
EYFS has a 30-minute focussed session per week with the Music Teacher but also the Class Teacher integrates music throughout the week.
Pupils in Y1 to Y6 are taught for 1 hour per week by the Music Teacher.
Our local Music Hub - Wigan Music Service offers WCET (Whole Class Ensemble Teaching) in Y4. Pupils take part in the Brass Wider Opportunities programme for 1 hour each week. The lesson is divided into two half hour sessions. Brass Teachers support the pupils in learning to play either a trumpet, tenor horn or trombone and the Music Teacher delivers a music lesson planned for by Wigan Music Service. Parents are invited to attend performances at the end of the Autumn, Spring and Summer Term. Instruments are provided for free and children are encouraged to practise and play at home.
In preparation for WCET in Y4, pupils in Y3 spend the 2nd half of the Summer Term learning to play the recorder and are also encouraged to practise and play at home. 
Pupils are readily supported and are eager to share their skills by playing in assemblies and to their class. 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Visiting music teachers from Wigan Music Service provide instrumental and vocal lessons during the school week with a subsided cost to parents. Parents who may need additional financial support can access the Wigan Music Service Assisted Tuition Scheme.
All lessons are undertaken in small groups which reduces the cost to the group, except for piano/keyboard lessons which are taught individually. Pupils who have accessed Wider Opportunities in Y4 are encouraged to continue with lessons, at a reduced cost in Y5. They are under no obligation to carry on with a brass instrument and can choose any instrument/voice.
Instruments, but not electronic keyboards or drumkits, can be hired from Wigan Music Service, the cost depends on the instrument required. This is a good way to see if your child enjoys the instrument.
KS2 pupils are currently able to access a full and varied timetable:
Monday - Guitar 

Tuesday -Woodwind, Voice 

Wednesday - Piano/Keyboard, Guitar 

Thursday – Drums, Violin, Brass
Brass Wider Opportunities for the Year 4 class
 
Friday - Piano/Keyboard 

Pupils take Music Exams under the direction of the visiting music teachers. Several pupils have recently passed Grade 1 Drum Exams.

Visiting music teachers identifying potential in talented musicians, will invite pupils to access the numerous out of school ensembles taking place during the week led by Wigan Music Service. They also organise A Play Day during the Summer Term which pupils attend by invitation.

As well as weekly KS1 and KS2 hymns sessions, we have a KS2 Choir from Y3 to Y6. Singing in a choir builds confidence, self-esteem, teamwork, and it’s fun. Rehearsals take place on Thursday lunchtime and we are striving to build a repertoire of a range of songs.

As often as possible all sessions are delivered in the main school hall or in a class base when required.



Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Every year we plan wide ranging experiences for the pupils to enhance their love of music. This is reinforced by regular weekly, termly or half termly experiences or events.
There are 30 minute weekly separate key stage singing sessions and pupils regularly sing in assembly each week.  Pupils often share during this time, their instrumental or vocal talents, practised with their visiting music teachers. Classes, the choir and recorder ensemble also perform when appropriate.
Pupils have opportunities to perform throughout the school year. The KS2 Christmas and Easter Performances also take place in church. As well as family and friends being present, the church congregation are also warmly invited to attend. Pupils also sing in church during Mass for special occasions. The KS1 Christmas Performance takes place in the school hall.
The choir have opportunities to perform during the year. At Christmas, a local sixth form college leads an annual CAFOD Carol Concert and the choir join with another primary school and secondary schools to sing at this special occasion in St Teresa’s Catholic Church in Upholland. At this time of year, we sing Christmas songs and carols as the audience arrives for the KS1 Christmas performance and visit a local care home to bring festive cheer to the residents. For the first time this academic year, the choir will also participate in the ‘Choirs and Carols at Christmas’ event at The Edge, organised and led by Wigan Music Hub and involving numerous other local school choirs.
The Y6 Teacher and Teaching Assistant organise A Leaver’s Play (with musical interludes) which allows the Y6 class to perform one last time as pupils of St Mary and St John to an appreciative audience.
We are invited annually to sing at The KS1 Summer Song Share during the Summer Term. The Y1 class attend this special event and along with over 500 children from primary schools across Wigan, learn to sing 3 songs, one of which they perform on stage for the audience. Imelda Shirley, Assistant Head of Service – Curriculum/EYFS, visits school to support us as we learn to sing the songs.
We have a live ensemble performance each year during the Summer Term by Wigan Music Service called Music Alive! The pupils are enthralled by the experience of hearing Brass, Woodwind, String, Percussion or Vocal Ensembles.
Through our close links with Wigan Music Service, and due to our high commitment to music, we are identified and offered access to a wide variety of opportunities which we strive to attend and take part in.
For example:
Spring 2026 – We have the exciting opportunity for upper KS2 to have a workshop with The Halle Youth Society. Y5 and Y6 children will receive two 1 hour sessions to discuss life as a musician and also share how musicians prepare for a performance with the Halle Orchestra. The children will then later in the term be visiting The Bridgewater Hall to attend a performance by the Halle Orchestra.
Summer Term 2024 – The choir was invited to represent Wigan Schools as part of the Greater Manchester Music Hub Celebration Concert at The Bridgewater Hall. The choir worked hard over the weeks to learn the challenging set of 5 songs for Webcast: An Insect Song Cycle by Neil Bennett. We were supported by Alison Home – Wigan Music Vocal Lead who visited twice and Matt Roughley, a former pupil of the school, who visited a few days before the performance and was the Musical Director on the day of the concert. It was a joyful musical afternoon as we sang with a massed choir of over 500 junior voices and listened to young musicians perform. It was a fantastic day and we are very proud of their fabulous performance to a sell-out audience. This special experience will be a lifetime memory for them and as a member of the choir said: ‘It was awesome!’


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Within the music provision we provide, we fully embrace the key features of the national plan for music. 
Further work includes:
Maintaining the Certificate of Recognition awarded to us from Wigan Music Service. We have been awarded the Music Mark annually and for as long as the award has been available. We are very proud of this achievement which recognises the commitment we have to all aspects of music provision for our pupils and our school family and community.
Providing ever increasing opportunities throughout the year for the choir to sing, as we develop a more extensive repertoire.
Organising an annual theatre visit to enable pupils to experience a live musical theatre performance. This year the opportunity is planned for the upper KS2 pupils in Spring 2026.
Continuing to access Wigan Music Service experiences throughout the year, providing opportunities to attend live concerts and choirs to perform at, we will investigate any new exciting events. 


Further information 
	The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school. 
The local music hub also has a local plan for music education in place from September 2024 that includes useful information. Click the link below to see what is offer: https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Education/Wigan-Music-Service/index.aspx 
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