
 

 St Mary & St John Catholic Primary School 
       May Newsletter 2026 

Diary Dates (so far) 
Friday 1st May—Marathon final day for KS2 pupils 
Tuesday 5th May—Y1—History Alive visitor 
Wednesday 6th May—Y6 Stay and Pray 
Wednesday 6th May—Reception Stay and Pray 
Thursday 7th May—Y2 Stay and Pray 
Friday 8th May—Y1 Stay and Pray 
Saturday 9h May—Year 4 First Holy Communion Celebration Mass at St Johns Church, 10.30am 
Sunday 10th March—Communicants will lead the May Procession at St Mary’s Church at 6.30pm 
Monday 11th—Thursday 11th May—Year 6 SATs Week  
Monday 11th May—Y3 Stay and Pray 
Wednesday 13th May—Reception trip to Smithills Farm 
Wednesday 13th May—Y4 History Alive visitor 
Thursday 21st May  -Y6 Road Safety sessions 
Friday 22nd May—Cultural Diversity Day 
Monday 25th May—Friday 29th May—Half Term 
Tuesday 2nd June—Y6 trip to Animate 
Wednesday 3rd June—Class photographs 
Monday 8th June—Friday 12th June—Y1 phonics screening check and Y4 
 multiplication check 
Wednesday 10th June—Share the Learning—2:30pm 
Thursday 18th June—Sports Day at Wigan Sports Club (Wigan Cricket Club) 
Friday 19th June—Staff INSET day—School closed 
Monday 6th July—Y1/Y2 trip to Sea life Centre 
Thursday 9th July—PTA Summer Fair 
Friday 17th July  - Finish for the Summer holidays 
 

For upcoming events at St Mary’s and St John’s churches, please visit the website at  ST WILLIAM RC PARISH, WIGAN - 
Home  

Mini London Marathon 

A huge well done to all of our Key Stage 2 children who have participated in the 
‘Mini London Marathon’ to celebrate the London marathon taking place over the 
weekend. Pupils were required to run around our school playground as many times 
as possible throughout the week in the hope that, between their classmates, each 
class could run the equivalent of a marathon. The classes have all surpassed our 
expectations and completed well over a marathon distance each with Year 6    
completing over 2,000 laps between them which is equivalent to over 4 marathons! 
We have been blown away by the donations sent in to sponsor and support the 
children. We have received a staggering £1,478 with more donations being brought 
in all of the time. What an amazing community we have! 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
It has been a whirlwind two weeks since we came back after Easter and everyone in school is enjoying this    
amazing weather that has arrived! The Summer Term is always a packed time full of trips, visitors, sporting     
tournaments, masses, Holy Communions, plays and enrichment opportunities and we cannot wait for them all.  
 
As well as this, on Friday 22nd May, school will be holding a ‘Cultural Diversity Day’. We are lucky in school to 
have such a plethora of cultures coming together as a school family and we love celebrating our heritage. So 
whether your family are born and bred in Wigan, or you have roots elsewhere, come to school wearing something 
that celebrates where you are from. We will celebrate all of our different backgrounds in class and around school. 
We are looking forward to celebrating all of our different backgrounds together. 
 
The Summer term is also one of assessments, both statutory and in-house, in all classes and the staff and pupils 
are working hard to prepare. A special well done goes to Year 6 who have been working extremely hard with Mr        
Gilbertson to prepare for their upcoming SATS, all of your hard work will pay off! 
 
As always, a humble thank you from all staff to our school families for their continued support, 

Mr Atherton 

https://www.stwilliamparishwigan.org/
https://www.stwilliamparishwigan.org/


 
Further details of events and pictures can be found on our school website :  

www.saintmaryandjohncatholicprimary.co.uk 

Catholic Life and Mission 
 

Each month Pope Leo invites us to enter into prayer with him and our global Church 
family. 
 
The Pope's prayer for May 
 
Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be committed to 
avoid wasting food, and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food. 
Right now, millions of people still face hunger not because there isn’t enough food, but 
because the global food system is broken. Climate change, inequality and waste mean that poorer families are 
often hit hardest. 

 

On Saturday 9th May, at St Johns Church at 10.30am, the Year 4 pupils will be celebrating their First Holy Communion.  
We send them our best wishes. Please keep them in your prayers. 

 
On Sunday 10th May, at St Marys Church, at 6:30pm, the communicants will lead the May           

Procession and Crowning of Our Lady.  All welcome.  
 

 
Please find the link to the TenTen Parent Newsletter for this month: 

May 2026  
 

School attendance for the Summer Term 
 

We continue to monitor pupil, class and school  
attendance each half-term. In assembly we share 

which classes have the highest score for  
attendance and punctuality each week and the 

best classes win extra playtime! 
 

It has been a fantastic start to the Summer term for 
our attendance. Here are the figures for the first 

two weeks of Summer term.  
 

Our whole school attendance has increased to  
95.9%. 

Year Attendance Punctuality 

Whole School 97.53% 98.99% 

YR 99.64% 99.46% 

Y1 95.09% 100% 

Y2 99.32% 98.98% 

Y3 97.37% 98.6% 

Y4 97.46% 99.09% 

Y5 98.6% 99.82% 

Y6 95.26% 97.02% 

Volunteers  

As we have got so many fantastic parents and grandparents within our school family, we are asking if anyone 
would be able to support us with our school grounds. We are particularly asking for anyone who with gardening 
skills to support with the improvement of our KS2 prayer areas and seated areas. As part of our ongoing commit-
ment to nurturing a calm and reflective environment for all of our children, we would like to enhance these areas 
with some gardening, weeding, and planting of flowers.  

These improvements will help create peaceful spaces for prayer, reflection and quiet time throughout school. We 
would be extremely grateful for any adult helpers who could spare some time to support us with: light gardening 
and weeding, planting and arranging potted plants, general tidying and care of outdoor areas.  

If you are able to support us, please contact the school office. We will then share further details about dates and 
times.  

During the summer term, our pupils and staff are very busy with end of year  assessments.  
                        

Year 6 have their KS2 SAT tests in a few weeks time ! GOOD LUCK! 
 
Year 1 complete the Phonics Check, Year  2 will be completing KS1 SATs assessments to support 
teacher assessment. 
Year 4 will complete the Multiplication Check.  
 

All classes are involved in assessments so please make sure pupils have excellent attendance, 
plenty rest and complete their homework tasks! 

https://new.express.adobe.com/webpage/vgROJ1H7AbYeT/


 


