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Dear Host Parent/s,

My name is Claudia, and | thank you for generously considering having lzzy as an exchange
student.

We live in Canberra, which is small city about 3 hours drive from Sydney. | grew up up here
and moved away to study nursing at Sydney University. lzzy, her sister Charlotte, and | moved
here when she was 3, shortly after her dad | split up. My mum lives nearby and helped a lot
when the girls were small. Izzy’s dad Andy lives in Melbourne; he grew up in the UK and his
mum and brother are still there. Izzy and Charlotte used to spend a lot of time in Melbourne,
though school and dance commitments make that harder during term time. We have a good
relationship, and he supports this exchange.

lzzy is a bright, warm, and affectionate child who is extremely loyal to her friends and family.
At home she often helps me with the household jobs such as cooking, washing & unpacking
the dishwasher. | rarely have to ask her to help me with chores which is great, but she loves

sleeping in and it can be hard to wake her up for school.

Izzy has been to a couple of different high schools and is pretty resilient, | am confident she
will make an effort to fit in and she is pretty excited about the prospect of attending school
and living overseas. At school she is undertaking the High Performance Program for sport as
she is a competitive dancer which gives her some supervised study time during the school
day, to complete her homework. lzzy is usually very organised, and a great planner !

When not at school, lzzy is at dance, she is a competitive dancer and a member of the MAKS
Ballet troupe. Next weekend she is competing interstate. Dance takes up most of her free
time, she recently completed her Royal Academy of Dance exams. | think she has watched
every season of Dance Mum's on Netflix, multiple times. | am definitely not a typical dance
mum, but | am proud of her. She has done well, and | admire her commitment.

Last year she saw The English National Ballet perform the Nutcracker in London with her
sister and grandmother, | took her to see the Australian Ballet perform Carmen at the
Sydney Opera House.

We love to travel and had a trip to Europe and the UK planned last year. Unfortunately, | had
to have some unexpected surgery which prevented me from going, but the girls went
without me and spent some quality time with their grandma, uncle, and cousins. Their uncle
took my place for a wintery new year in Copenhagen. | was sad to miss out, but | could see
the fireworks through the window via Face Time.

lzzy is quite adventurous; she is an excellent skier. Last winter lzzy worked as snow sports
assistant, helping the ski instructors teach children how to ski. lzzy loves Billie Eilish and
seeing live bands, we saw Billie together in Sydney earlier this year. She also saw Gracie
Abrams and managed to find her way to her grandfather’s house in Sydney using public



transport & then on to the stadium which is a long way out of the city. She had not spent
much time in Sydney without me & it is quite a big city.

It will be hard not having lzzy with me every day, but this is an unmissable life opportunity. |
think she might be a bit lonely at first, but | know she will make the most every second.

Having lzzy in your home will be a pleasure and | am sure she will slot in easily with your
family.

Yours sincerely,

Claudia






