
What does it mean to be
Never Alone?
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Marty understood that he was smart,
highly trained and strong — still, he
had to rely on the work of others.

MARTY  MAHRT
SAYS IT BEST

See Page 6 for
online interview
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Marty Mahrt, age 13

Marty Mahrt - Vietnam War pilot
BACKGROUND AND FACTS

PHOTO:  Forest Lewis
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TARGET:  Yen Bai, North Vietnam, May 10, 1966
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TARGET:
YEN BAI
ARSENAL

MARTY IS HIT
JUST OVER
THE RED RIVER

AND EJECTS
A MINUTE OR SO
LATER

NORTH
VIETNAM

RED RIVER

4

TARGET:
YEN BAI
ARSENAL
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The Rescue:  two tense hours, many helping hands.
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CAPT ROBERT GOBBLE
CIRCLES OVERHEAD @12,000ft UNTIL

HIS FUEL GETS TOO LOW

CAPT DAVID HATCHER
CIRCLES OVERHEAD @4,000ft UNTIL

HE TOO RUNS LOW ON FUEL
(20 days later, Hatcher was shot down and became a POW)

MARTY’S
F-105

CRASHES
SOME

DISTANCE
AWAY

NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS
RUN TO QUICKLY CAPTURE MARTY;
SOLDIERS WERE OFTEN FAR NICER

TO DOWNED PILOTS THAN
REGULAR NORTH VIETNAMESE CITIZENS.

SKYRAIDERS DROP
LOW TO DISCOURAGE
ENEMY SEARCH PARTIES

FURMAN HOVERS OVER MARTY
AND THE CREW LOWERS

A “PENETRATOR” SEAT FOR
MARTY TO CLIMB ONTO

EACH HH-3 “JOLLY GREEN GIANT” HELICOPTER
HAS A CREW OF FIVE. THE ONE

THAT PICKS UP MARTY IS
LED BY CAPT ROBERT D. FURMAN

F-4 PHANTOM
FIGHTERS ARRIVE
TO CHASE AWAY
MiGS FROM AREA

“SANDY” A-1 SKYRAIDERS
SPOT A FIRE CAUSED
BY A SIGNAL-FLARE

THAT MARTY SET...
...AND LET HH-3 HELICOPTERS
KNOW WHERE TO FIND MARTY

DESPERATELY
THIRSTY, MARTY
SAYS A PRAYER
FOR WATER AND
FINDS A STREAM

AT HIS FEET.

(Possibly) CHINESE-FLOWN
MIG-17s TRY TO SHOOT- DOWN

RESCUE HELICOPTERS WITH MISSILES

THE MISSILES DON’T WORK

NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS
RUN TO QUICKLY CAPTURE MARTY;
SOLDIERS WERE OFTEN FAR NICER

TO DOWNED PILOTS THAN
REGULAR NORTH VIETNAMESE CITIZENS.

THIS HH-3 HELICOPTER
AWAITS AT A SAFER
LOCATION IN CASE
SOMETHING GOES WRONG
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Marty Mahrt’s F-105D fighter-bomber!
BIG NAME:
The Republic Aviation Company 
used the word “Thunder” in many of
their aircraft, from WWII’s P-47 Thunderbolt
to the Korean War F-84 Thunderjet to the
Vietnam War’s F-105 Thunderchief.

Legend has it that the Thunderchief’s 
nickname of “Thud” came about
because the airplane could not
glide for very long if the engine quit 
(and therefore go THUD when it hit
the ground).

BIG JOB:
F-105s flew over 20,000 combat
missions during the Vietnam War and
flew well over 70% of all the air strike
missions over North Vietnam.

BIG LETTERS?:
If you ever see a picture
of a USAF aircraft from 
the Vietnam War and it
has two big letters
painted on the tail, it means
the photo was likely taken in
1967 or later – Marty’s F-105
is depicted as it was in 1966
with only the USAF abbreviation
and Serial Number.

BIG PAINT JOB:
F-105s arrived in Southeast Asia in
1964 and did not have camouflage paint.
But, late in 1965, the silver aircraft were painted
the characteristic three-color “SEA Camo”
which would come to define the look of
USAF aircraft throughout the war.

BIG GUN:
See the little black slots in the nose?
Those are vents for the 20mm cannon.
When the cannon was fired, it created 
high pressure that needed to be
vented out the side or else it would
blow the panel off!

These slots were added after
combat operations in SE Asia
discovered the problem.

BIG BELLY:
The F-105 had an internal bay
that would allow it to carry 8,000lbs
of extra fuel or even a nuclear weapon.

However, heavy loads required a lot of fuel. 
Marty’s F-105D is shown with a 650 gal
fuel tank.  Sometimes fuel tanks were
hung beneath the wings and bombs loaded
where the fuel tank is shown.

BIG BOMBS:
Marty’s F-105 carried two 3,000lb Mk 181
bombs on the May 10, 1966 mission.
The bombs were so  heavy and created so
much drag, they had to be dropped at
precisely the same time or else the F-105
could flip over onto its back and lose flight!
Delivered properly onto a target, the effect
of these huge bombs was devastating.  

BIG POWER:
The F-105 could fly at
over twice the speed of
sound thanks to the
enormous power of its
jet engine (26,000lbs of
thrust with afterburner)! 
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“100 MISSIONS NORTH”

ARTWORK:  John Mollison
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Marty had another source
of help in his time of trouble

Many people endure 
difficulty by simply having
faith in better days.
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“I never thought God would give me an easy life.
But I figured God would not give me situations I 
could not figure out, either.”

TOUGH ODDS FOR F-105 PILOTS

Of the 395 F-105 combat losses, David Hatcher
was one of the 101 (26%) F-105 pilots and crew

that were made Prisoners of  War;
146 (37%) were killed, leaving 148 (37%) rescued.

IT TAKES FAITH TO LOOK UP:
The picture above is of a “PJ” Pararescueman dangling from

a rescue helicopter and helping retrieve a downed pilot

Photo:  Lt. Col David Hatcher USAF (Ret.) , VeteransTributes.org

Source:  USAF film
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Why not listen to Marty Mahrt in his own words?

STORIES ARE BEST TOLD BY THE PEOPLE WHO WERE THERE.
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PHOTO:  Old Guys and Their Airplanes
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LEARNING MORE ABOUT THE TIMES OF MARTY MAHRT
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Col. Marty Mahrt, c.1982.  USAF photo
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