
SUNDAY MORNING 
SCHEDULE
Worship in-person or live on our 
website.  Replays will also be available 
on our website. 

  8:45 am - Contemporary Worship  8:45 am - Contemporary Worship
  9:45 am - Fellowship Time  9:45 am - Fellowship Time
10:00 am - Discipleship Time10:00 am - Discipleship Time
11:00 am - Traditional Worship 11:00 am - Traditional Worship 

11:30 am - Radio Broadcast on 
KMAN 1350 AM, 93.3, or 93.7 FM 
The church office is open Monday 
through Thursday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
and on Sunday Mornings.

Please use the double doors from the 
parking lot into the Connecting Link 
during the week for all meetings and 
to visit the office.  Thank you.
The newsletter is published monthly on the 
28th for the following month. The deadline 
for submissions is the 15th of each month. 
If you have items for the congregation, 
please send them to Cathlene Higgins, 
Connections Coordinator, at 
fumc@fumcmanhattan.com. 

When the newsletter is available, you 
will receive a notification via email with 
a link to our website. If you prefer to 
receive a paper copy in the mail, please 
contact the office at 785-776-8821. If you 
have items for the bulletin, website, or 
Sunday morning worship screens, those 
should also be sent to Cathlene, fumc@
fumcmanhattan.com.
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Jeff and I just finished talking about how May, right after December, has to be the 
busiest month of the year. I have lived long enough — in a military family, in parish 
ministry, and now just trying to keep up with the lawn — to believe that with my whole 
heart.

December, of course, gets all the sympathy. People talk about the holiday rush with a 
kind of weary solidarity. But May? May sneaks up on you wearing a graduation gown 
and a wedding veil, hauling a grill out of the garage, and handing you a moving box — 
all at the same time.

In parish life, May is not really Spring. It is the time of confirmations, senior celebrations, 
weddings, wind-downs, spin-ups… It is the last push before summer schedules scatter 
the congregation like dandelion seeds in a strong wind. And behind all of it, quietly, 
is the question every busy season eventually raises: Are we present to what we are 
rushing through?

There is a moment in the sixth chapter of Matthew — tucked right into the Sermon on 
the Mount — where Jesus says, simply, “Seek first the kingdom of God.” Not second. Not 
eventually. Not after the graduation party and before the vacation. First. It is either the 
most impractical advice ever given, or the most practical — depending on whether you 
believe it.

May is glorious. The weddings and graduations are real reasons for joy. The grill coming 
out of storage is one of the great small pleasures of life. But the invitation underneath 
all of it — the one that does not show up on the calendar — is to notice what is holy in 
the hurry.

So here is a gentle pastoral challenge for the month: 
Before May is over, find one moment to stop. Just stop. 
Let the noise settle for a few minutes. Give thanks for 
whoever is graduating, whoever is getting married, 
whoever is moving on — and whoever is staying put. 
Then go fire up the grill (or find someone to fire one up 
for you).

Grace and peace to you in this beautiful, maddening, 
wonderful month.

Pax, Mike

The church office will be closed
Monday, May 25

in recognition of Memorial Day.

http://www.fumcmanhattan.com
mailto:?subject=


Manhattan, Kansas
First United Methodist Church2  |  First United Methodist Church



MAY 2026



Manhattan, Kansas
First United Methodist Church4  |  First United Methodist Church

Jeff Cunningham, Director of Youth Ministries
youth@fumcmanhattan.com
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Misti LeMoine, Director of Children’s Ministries
children@fumcmanhattan.com	

Sign up by following the QR code to the left
Or click this link now. 

https://onrealm.org/fumcmanhattan/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=OGE4MmQ4NzgtZDYyYi00MzNhLWJjODQtYjQxZDAxNDQ3OTY3
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May always feels like a month of transition. The school year is wrapping up, graduation celebrations begin, family 
calendars start filling with summer plans, and the pace of life seems to shift almost overnight. For some people, 
that change brings excitement. For others, it can feel a little overwhelming. If I am being honest, I have never 
been someone who looks forward to summer. I know many people love the sunshine and the long days, but I 
usually start dreading the heat before summer even arrives. Kansas heat has a way of settling in and staying longer 
than I would like, and every year I find myself wishing for cooler mornings and shorter afternoons. 
 
Even so, there is something about this verse from Galatians that feels right for this time of year. Paul writes, “Let 
us not become weary in doing good.” Those words speak to something many of us understand. Sometimes doing 
good can feel tiring. Sometimes caring for others can feel tiring. Sometimes simply showing up day after day can 
feel tiring. Most of us do not grow weary because we do not care. We grow weary because we care deeply. 
 
We grow weary when we keep praying for someone we love and do not see answers right away, when we continue 
serving others and wonder if anyone notices, and when we try to keep faith in the middle of ordinary life that 
feels anything but easy. That is what makes this verse so comforting. Scripture does not pretend that doing good 
is always easy. It does not tell us that faithful living always feels joyful. Instead, it gently reminds us not to give up. 
 
Some of the most important things we do in life happen quietly. A kind word, a meal shared, a note sent, a 
prayer whispered, a hand held in a hospital room, a lesson taught to a child, a choir rehearsal, a visit with a lonely 
friend, or a simple act of patience when no one else sees. These things may not seem dramatic, but in God’s 
hands they become seeds. 
 
And seeds often take time. 
 
That may be one of the hardest lessons for me. I like quick results. I like to know that something made a 
difference. I like to see the harvest right after planting. But life rarely works that way. Faith rarely works that way. 
We often spend long seasons planting before we ever see what God is growing. A harvest does not appear the 
day after the seed is planted. It comes after time, after care, after patience, and often after more waiting than we 
would choose for ourselves. The farmer trusts that even when nothing seems to be happening above the ground, 
something important is still happening underneath. 
 
There are seasons when it seems as if nothing is changing. There are moments when our efforts seem small. 
There are days when kindness feels unnoticed. There are times when our prayers seem to echo back in silence. 
Yet God reminds us that goodness is never wasted. Nothing offered in love is ever lost. 
 
Even in seasons we do not particularly enjoy, God can still do beautiful work. That may be true of summer too. 
Even though I may complain about the heat, summer still brings its own kind of blessing. It slows some things 
down. It gives families time together. It fills the church with mission trips, Camp, fellowship, and moments that 
remind us that life is still growing all around us. Sometimes the seasons we would not choose for ourselves still 
carry gifts we would have missed otherwise. 
 
Perhaps that is part of what Galatians is telling us. Keep going, keep loving, keep serving, keep praying, and keep 
trusting. Because in ways we cannot always see, God is still bringing growth. 
 
As we move into this new season, may we remember that even when we feel tired, even when the days feel long, 
and even when the heat of life feels heavy, God is still at work. And in His perfect time, the harvest will come.

Cathlene Higgins, Connections Coordinator
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