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Rogier van der Weyden, Three Kings Altarpiece (Columba 

Altarpiece), ca. 1451. 

 
Rogier van der Weyden, Bladelin-Middleburg Triptych, center 

panel with Nativity.  ca. 1450. 

 
Pembroke Book of Hours, illustration depicting Christ’s 

Advent.  Netherlandish (Bruges?) 1465-1470. 

 

Isaiah 9:2, 6  

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.   For a child has been born for us, a son given to us.  Authority rests on his 
shoulders,: and he is named  Wonderful Counsellor, The mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

Isaiah 40:1-11. 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has 

served her term, that her penalty is paid. 
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Hugo van der Goes, Adoration of the Shepherds with Prophets ca. 1480 
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Master of James IV of Scotland, Book of Hours:   

Journey and Adoration of the Magi (Bruges, ca. 1515-25) 

 
Rogier van der Weyden  Annunciation, left wing of the 

Columba Altarpiece (ca. 1451) 

 

Tapestry of the Annunciation.  (South Netherlandish, 1460-80. N.Y., The Cloisters Museum) 

 

Ezekiel 44:2  

Then said the Lord unto me:  “This door shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by 

it; because the Lord, the God of Israel, entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut. 
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Robert Campin. (Master of Flemalle).    Nativity with 
Shepherds and Midwives.  (South Netherlandish, ca. 1430) 

Psalm 19: 1, 4-6   

The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the 
firmament proclaims his handiwork.… 

 
In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun,  
which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding 

canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with 
joy.  

 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens,  
and its circuit to the end of them;  
and nothing is hid from its heat.  
 

 

 

 

 

2.  Begotten of no human will (lit:  seed) 
But of the Spirit, thou art still 
The Word of God, in flesh arrayed 
The Savior, now to man displayed 

3.  The virgin womb that burden gained 
With virgin honor all unstained 
The banners there of virtue glow 
God in his temple dwells below 

4.  Forth from that chamber goeth he 
That royal home of purity 
A giant in two-fold substance one 
Rejoicing now his course to run 

5.  From God the Father He proceeds 
To God the Father back He speeds 
His course He runs to death and hell 
Returning on God’s throne to dwell 

6.  Thy cradle here shall glitter bright 
And darkness glow with newborn light 
No more shall night extinguish day 
Where love’s bright beams their power 

display 
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Ps. 72:10 - The Kings of 

Tarshish and the isles shall 

offer tribute;  the Kings of 

Saba and Sheba shall bring 

gifts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 60:14 - And they 

shall worship the prints of 

thy feet 

 

 
1 We three kings of Orient are;  
bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
field and fountain, moor and mountain,  
following yonder star.  

Refrain:  
O star of wonder, star of light,  
star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still proceeding,  
guide us to thy perfect light.  

2 Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,  
gold I bring to crown him again,  
King forever, ceasing never,  
over us all to reign. [Refrain] 

3 Frankincense to offer have I;  
incense owns a Deity nigh;  
prayer and praising, voices raising,  
worshiping God on high.  
[Refrain] 

4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume  
breathes a life of gathering gloom;  
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,  
sealed in the stone-cold tomb. [Refrain] 

5 Glorious now behold him arise;  
King and God and sacrifice:  
Alleluia, Alleluia,  
sounds through the earth and skies. 
[Refrain] 

 
 


