Parish Council Meeting Agenda
April 30, 2024, 7 pm, Parish Rectory

Members: Father Paul, Bill Gagen, Jim Becherer (Trustee), Kay Bennett, Jane Cotts (Trustee), Andy Fairlie, Connie Frierdich, Tip Klamberg, Deb Kuth, Erin Reilly, Natalie Ruth, Mary Weil, Terry Wilkins 

Prayer
	
Committee/Council reports 
- Building & Maintenance
	-- Should we purchase a “lawn brush” for leaves, small sticks, and gum balls (Men’s club may donate?)
-- While Joseph House is out for the summer, get quote from Jarvis for running more electrical to the porch to prevent circuit breakers from popping 
-- Mowing season has begun in full earnest
-- Need volunteers to care for plant beds (front of church, behind altar, Mary’s Garden/waterfall, rectory & hall) 
	-- Needs upkeep/trimming/weeding etc. Maybe even new plants to replace those planted years ago
--Jimmy Tierney, McKendree Swim Coach, wanted his team to do a volunteer project together	
	-- 30+ swimmers arrived Sat, Apr 6, raked up gum balls and sticks! Big undertaking. We are very grateful 
- Cemetery
	- Center section has 3 remaining graves to sell so focus is on the annex. Will need to plan for pouring a new 	ribbon once we get to 75% capacity = 45 graves sold (15 Sold to date.)
- Education/PSR
	-- 1st Reconciliation Feb 19. 3 St Joseph students/4 Corpus Christi students- went well
		-- We provided a couple dozen cookies and small water bottles 
	-- 1St Communion Retreat March 10, 12-3pm at St Joseph Hall – new curriculum was well received
	-- 1st Communion April 14 @ 10:30 am Mass – beautiful celebration of the sacrament-girls wanted to receive 	together vs have parents with them. Jim Hauer took photos. 
	-VBS – Jun 24-28, 9 -12pm StJ hosts; reaching out to start up churches for interest to join us
		-- Churches participating: United Church of Christ, First United Methodist & Mt Olive Baptist
			-- Rooted and CrossPointe already have summer school plans
		-- Camp Firelight from Cokesbury (United Methodist Church) Curriculum
		-- Need volunteers/adults and children
		-- St Joseph is responsible for snacks (we can split the cost with the other churches)  
	-- One new family interested in joining our church. They bring 4 school aged kids to PSR – totaling 28 kids! 
	-- We are required by the diocese to purchase all new curriculum for PSR. The cost will be over $1,000 for 	student & teacher’s books. Students are approx $25 each (~28 students) and teachers are approx $65 each (we 	have 5 teachers)
-  Community Life/Fellowship
	-- Fish Fry 4:30-6:30pm - update
	-- Beef Raffle (steer donated by Essenpreis Farms)
		-- Processing was covered by donations. We made over $6k
		-- Coordinated with Essenpreis family to have steer sent to Wenneman’s just prior to Easter
			-- Need to provide winning names to Shelly Essenpreis and she will provide to processor
			-- Winners will then contact Wenneman’s regarding how they want meat processed
 		-- 4 winners will be chosen after Mass on Easter Sunday, March 31 
	- Trivia Night (Saturday, March 2) over $2K
		-- Natalie Ruth took all reservations. She, Ashlee & Kevin Schwaegel did an excellent job. Kevin was the 			Emcee again and did great! 
	


-- Joseph House – 
-- One JH remaining (May 6) before taking a break for the summer
-- Averaging between 70-75 students each week
		-- Expect turnout to stay at present numbers or rise next semester. 
			--Suggest planning for future growth by having electric fortified on the porch now that our 			radiant heat circuit breakers are no longer being used (freed space in electric box) and looking at the 			purchase of a second stove for the basement to accommodate larger groups of students	
-- Scouts used the ground for a camp out and had the hall for a backup and use of the facilities. 
-- Community Lunch Program Grab-n-Go- starts again on Thursday, May 23. We have Thursdays and will provide 	turkey & cheese Lunchables, snack, dessert & drink for the kids. 
		-- Need volunteers for 3 spots: High School parking lot, UCC parking lot and Summerfield Fire Dept
		-- Need food donated (last year we provided meals at no cost to St. Joseph)  
- Need other fundraising ideas??
	-- Fall Fest: Need a chair for fall fest. How about a bouncy house? 
	-- BBQ pork steak dinner
	-- Food booth at city-wide yard sale? Maybe PSR could run the booth to raise funds for new books
	-- How to raffle the large griddle donated by men’s club and ACE Hardware
 Liturgy 
	-- Since last meeting we had 2 funerals: Marian Schobert (d. 14 Apr 2024) and John Christ (d. 19 April 2024) 
		-- Lots of work went into both. Donuts & coffee visitation for Mrs. Schobert. For John Christ: Very large, 			extended time visitation (1-8pm) and again the next morning 8-10:30am, large funeral and luncheon
		-- Families were both very thankful, donations were given
		-- Need to get one or two people to head up our funeral luncheons. They would contact people to bring 			items and find people to work the luncheon, if needed. 
	- Upcoming St Joseph funeral Mass - Father James Dougherty (d. 12 Feb 24) Funeral will be 1 Jun 24, 10am.   	Burial will be in Centralia. Will need lots of assistance with funeral visitation & luncheon 
Finance Council – we take in half or less of our expenses and we can’t keep taking from savings
	-- Need more fundraisers and increased giving
	-- Any council members who want to speak at Mass regarding online giving for the summer?
	--- Automatic online giving – 4 people donate weekly. Now we need to encourage/advertise, how?
-- How do we replenish our savings? What’s the plan? 
	-- Audio system in church upgraded for $5K (speakers, amplifier, sound board, 2 wired microphones) labor donated
	-- Envelope for electricity? We have one for building. 		
-Women’s club/Men’s Club Union – No dissenting opinions offered during Ministry Fair weekend or after
	-- What now? 
	-- Ann Marie Mueller’s Estate donated to both Men’s and Women’s Club 
	-- Received two donations from funerals to Ladies Club. 
	-- Does the church have a say in how the clubs’ monies are spent? Can they be used to purchase PSR books? 
	Around the room: 
	-- Since the last meeting, we’ve had four families express interest in becoming members. 2 of the four were sent 	registration. One is planning on baptizing their daughter and then joining the church. The last family is 	interested in joining and has 4 children who would attend PSR. 

Next Meeting: June 18, 2024 at 7pm
	
Prayer 
