Summary of Relationships with God Lessons
Key Points:
1. God has designed marriage to be the highest form of human relationship; the basis of all other human relationships.  Genesis 2, Ephesians 5, etc., describes the basis of this relationship
2. Marriage is a Type (Biblical model) for our relationship with God; we are the Bride of Christ. This is confirmation that mankind is designed (purposed) for fellowship with God.
3. The Bible describes a variety of relationships with Christ [we have studied 8: (1) the sheep of the Good [Chief] Shepherd, (2) the servant of the Master, (3) the subjects of the King of Kings, (4) the soldiers of the Captain (or General) of the Hosts, (5) the branch of the Vine, (6) friend of Christ, (7) the Lord’s congregation, and (8) the sons (and co-heirs of Christ) of God, listed in order of spiritual maturity].

4. The principles God provides for marriage also help to promote a better relationship with God. (Building a better marriage helps to promote a closer relationship with God.)  Similarly, the principles God provides for spiritual growth (i.e., a closer relationship with Him) also promote better marriages.

5. Relationship is built upon intimacy.  Intimacy has the following components: 
(a) love, 
(b) praise (glorification, respect), 
(c) trust, 
(d) fidelity (faithfulness and trust worthiness), 
(e) connection (closeness, communication), 
(f) empathy/sympathy, 
(g) vulnerability/openness (willingness to expose one’s self to the other – both the good and the bad), and  

(h) willingness/desire to meet the other’s needs.
6. The relationships described in the Bible are ordered (see 3 above) with each higher maturity of relationship being dependent upon the lower levels.  The lower levels of relationship are fundamental to the development and maintenance of the higher levels.
7. God’s relationship toward us is perfected in Christ Jesus. Our relationship toward God is something that we can and should work on, just as we need to work on our marriage relationship.
8. Each step in maturing our relationship with God improves the quality of the components of intimacy, especially love, praise, fidelity, and connection.

9. Each step developing a closer relationship with God also enables a more effective ministry to others.  The motivations for service also become more mature.

10. God’s relationship toward us is unilateral.  In the same way, our relationships with each other are most effective when we behave unilaterally in love toward each other.  This allows each of us to have freedom to be ourselves in the relationship, to exhibit grace towards each other, and to respond truthfully rather than under compulsion or expectation as in a bi-lateral relationship.
11.  Our relationship with the Lord automatically leads to ministry and witnessing to others.

12.  Effective ministry is built upon relationships.  When we behave as a true friend toward a stranger, the unexpected love provides opportunities for witnessing that honors our Lord.  If we are rejected, it is the Lord living through us who is being rejected.  It is a reason to praise the Lord rather than a reason for self pity or resentment.

13.  Among the most important ministries we have is to each other in a marriage, then to our family and friends, then to our neighbors and co-workers, and then to the rest of the world (the rest of our neighbors).

14.  Our healthy relationship with God enables healthy relationships with others.  Only a healthy marriage relationship will contribute to a growing relationship with God.
MANY MORE POINTS COULD BE MADE – The Bible is full of them!
