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GOD IS…tc "INTRODUCTION"

tc "GOD IS" ATTRIBUTES OF GODtc "ATTRIBUTES OF GOD" WHICH ARE UNIQUELY GOD

These lessons describe those attributes that are unique to God in the order below.  As we study these attributes, we should see how we fall short of the glory of God and how God is not subject to human limitations and frailness.  These may be best comprehended if we understand that the entire universe (every material thing) exists within God.
1. ALMIGHTY, OMNIPOTENT, ABUNDANT IN POWER, (etc.)

2. OMNISCIENT

3. THERE (OMNIPRESENT)

4. ETERNAL

5. UNSEARCHABLE

6. UNCHANGING

GOD IS ALMIGHTYtc "GOD IS ALMIGHTY" \l 2

  OMNIPOTENT




  ABUNDANT IN STRENGTH



 GREAT IN POWER



FULL OF POWER

         MIGHTY

      GREAT

Text:  Ps 29

Ref:  Gen 17:1;  Ex 6:3;  2 Sam 7:22;  Job 36:5;  Ps 29:3;  Ps 48:1;  Ps 50:1;  Ps 86:10;  Ps 95:3;  Ps 96:4;  Ps 104:1;  Ps 135:5;  Ps 145:3;  Ps 147:5;  Jer 10:6;  Nah 1:3;  2 Cor 6:18;  Rev 4:8;  Rev 11:17;  Rev 15:13;  Rev 16:7;  Rev 21:22

Keywords:  omnipotent (Engl. from Latin)  all powerful


shaddai (Heb) almighty (used in El Shaddai--God Almighty)


pantokrator (Gr) almighty, omnipotent, "all-ruling" (absolute and universal sovereign)


rab chayil (Heb) abundant in strength, power


el (Heb) mighty, powerful, strong (shortened from the foot for chayil);  god


rob (Heb) great, huge, abundance, plenty

Discourse:  "God Almighty" speaks of the omnipotence of God.  Although almost all the references are in the Old Testament, the Greek term "pantokrator" is very descriptive;  it literally means "all ruling" in the sense of being an absolute and universal sovereign.  A few Bible versions translate pantokrator as omnipotent.  So when we acknowledge "God Almighty", we are acknowledging God as the ruler over everything--the whole universe, down to the minutest detail.  It is in this context that most of the references to the power of God are made.


"God Almighty" also speaks of the sovereignty of God in judgement.  God cannot be coerced, bribed, intimidated, or otherwise moved to change what He has ordained.  God does not consult either with angels or men;  He does not depend on anybody else or anything else to exercise His will.


Hebrew has several expressions used to express God's omnipotence.  Rab chayil (abundant in strength, full of power) is a Hebrew idiom.  Like the other idiomatic phrases in this study involving "rab", the real meaning of rab chayil is "infinitely strong or powerful."


The Hebrew word el is from the same root meaning as chayil and means mighty, powerful, or strong.  Although it could refer to the might of men, of nature, or of angels, el was widely used in Hebrew and other aramic and canaanite languages as god. In the OT, it is used to refer to God and to idol gods, but it is always modified by its usage context to make its usage clear.  When it refers to God, other terms describing God's attributes (such as holy, great, almighty, living, compassionate, etc.) are used.  When it refers to idol gods, other terms are used (false, vain, carved, etc.).  (Elowahh means pagan god, eliyl means idol (or anything else which is weak, empty, worthless, or vain), elahh is an aramic term for god (or God) often used in Hebrew as a pagan god reference).  El also occurs as part of many proper names such as Elijah, Elisha, Israel, Immanuel, Bethel, and Ezekiel;  in this usage, it always refers to God (for instance, Bethel means house of God).  When used with other terms meaning God, el is translated as mighty.  El has a connotation of action when it is used as mighty;  it is might being put to use--to defeat an enemy, to overcome an opposing force--and implies victory over that opposition.


The Hebrew word rob is closely related to rab.  Rob is usually translated as great.  It is greatness in the sense of being totally sufficient, lacking nothing, in whatever character to which it refers.  It can also mean great in the sense of being awesome or huge.  Therefore, rob el (great God) says that God is totally sufficient as God (that is, God has the strength and attributes to be ideally God without reference to anything else or to anyone else) and that God is beyond our finite comprehension, provoking awe in us.


The omnipotence of God is fearsome to the nonbeliever and wonderful to the believer in Christ.  It is the assurance to us that God is in control and that His will must be accomplished.  We do not need to be omnipotent because God is.  We who know the love of God are assured victory over all sin and evil through His strength.  His goodness does prevail.  His Word is done.
GOD IS OMNISCIENTtc "GOD IS OMNISCIENT" \l 2
Text:  Ps 139:1-6, esp. vs. 4

Ref:  Gen 16:13;  1 Sam 2:3;  Ps 69:5;  Ps 147:5;  1 John 3:20

Keywords:  omniscient (Engl. derived from Latin) all knowing



towbunah (Heb) understanding, reasoning

Discourse:  The terms "omniscient" or "omniscience" do not appear in the Bible.  Rather, they are terms coined to describe the theological concept diffused throughout the Bible--that God knows everything.  God knows everything in the minutest detail (for instance, all the hairs of our heads are counted (Matt 10:30/Luke 12:17)).  God knows every event that has occurred, is occurring, and will ever occur.  God knows each and every one of our deeds, our words, and our thoughts for our entire lives.  God knew all of this before time began.  There is absolutely nothing in the whole universe hidden from God.


There are a number of consequences of God's omniscience.  (1) God's plan for all of time cannot be broken; every one of His prophesies must be absolutely true.  (2) There is no deed, word, or thought hidden from God;  therefore, all can be brought into His righteous judgement.  Indeed, this is the thought expressed in several of the reference verses.  These first two consequences are too heavy for the unbeliever, so there is active theological "apology" which attempts to refute the Bible's references to God knowing everything.  However, there is more.  (3) Because God knows all, everything is included in Christ's death on the cross; we cannot commit a sin for which Christ has not already paid the price.  There are no sins which we can ever commit as true believers in Christ our Lord which are not covered in our repentance of sin and reception of Christ as Lord.  (Therefore, we cannot do anything to invalidate our salvation).  (4) God has already incorporated every decision by every created being (you, me, Moses, Satan, etc.) into the fabric of His plan.  Therefore, His promises of working all things together for good (see Rom.8:28) and never allowing anything too great to come against us (see 1 Cor 10:13) do not fail despite the world's freewill exercise of evil.  (5) Because God is omniscient, we do not need to know anything except Christ as our Lord to be successful in life.  These latter 3 consequences of God's omniscience should be a great comfort to us a believers.


Actually, omniscient is an inadequate term to describe this attribute of God.  As Ps 147:5 states, "...His understanding is infinite."  God has both perfect knowledge and perfect understanding of all things.  Is it not better for us to trust in Him and His wisdom than in our short-sighted, imperfect view of things?
GOD IS THERE (OMNIPRESENT)tc "GOD IS THERE (OMNIPRESENT)" \l 2
Text:  Ps 139:7-12

Ref:  Ps 139:8; Jer 23:23; John 14:23; Col 3:11

Keyword:  omnipresent (English derived from Latin) all present, everywhere simultaneously

Discourse:  The term omnipresent does not occur in the Bible;  it is a term coined by theologians to describe the concept of God being everywhere and in everything simultaneously.  The Biblical presentation of this concept is most succinct in our text.  Ps 139:7 asks, "Where can I go from Thy Spirit?"  The answer in the next few verses is simple--nowhere.


To the sinner, God seems far away;  the thought of Him being near is frightening because His judgement is also near.  To even the most righteous believer, there are times when we feel all alone and deserted by God.  This is because we only enjoy fellowship with God when we are in submission to the Spirit, but just because we are not enjoying fellowship with God at a given moment does not mean that God is not present with us and in us.  If we have received Christ as our Lord, then God dwells in us.  It does not matter wher we go or who we are or even what we do--God is there.  (What we do affects our enjoyment of fellowship with God, not His presence).  We may rationalize that God is not omnipresent in order to assuage our feelings in sin, but we are wrong in doing so.


As we fellowship with the Lord (in submission to the Spirit), we become aware of how the Lord is everywhere and in everything.  We see Him in nature; we see Him in the events of our lives.  We see Him controlling the world events as every prophesy nears fulfillment.  


We often worry because we cannot be in two places at the same time--"I have to be here to do this, and I have to be there to take care of that at the same time."  It is an impossibility for us, but it is intrinsic in God's nature.  We need to trust God--He is able while we are not.


Because He is THERE, it is comforting to us.  God is there--for us.
GOD IS ETERNALtc "GOD IS ETERNAL" \l 2
Text:  Ps 90:1-6

Ref:  Deut 33:27;  Ps 90:2;  Ps 102:12,27;  Is 40:28;  Hab 1:12;  Rom 16:26;  Rev 4:8-10

Keywords:  qedmah (Heb) eternal, everlasting, "from before antiquity

aionios (Gr) eternal, everlasting, forever, "from perpetual"

eternal (Engl) without beginning or end, always existing, lasting forever

everlasting (Engl) lasting forever, continuing indefinitely, eternal

Discourse:  God is eternal.  He existed before time began;  He lives forever.


The Hebrew word qedmah is particularly revealing in expressing this concept, meaning literally "from before antiquity".  Qedmah is a term of timelessness though from our perspective living in time.  It really says "before time began" and "after time is over."  Other Hebrew terms are used to refer to agedness, perpetuity, or primacy (prior existance).  Qedmah is used in conjunction with God;  the other terms are used for things created.  There is no distinction in Hebrew between eternal and everlasting.  The Greek term aionios is very similar to the Hebrew qedmah, but adds the concept of being "constant and abiding in every eon."


In English, eternal and everlasting are synonyms, too.  Eternal carries the meaning of always existing, without beginning or end.  Everlasting carries a connotation of looking into eternity from some definite point in time (as from our creation into post-temporal existance).  This connotative distinction has become much stronger in the last 100 years.  In applying our common English usage to proper scriptural translation/interpretation, eternal should always be used in referring to God;  everlasting should be restricted to created spiritual beings (angels, living souls) and, perhaps, to God's actions towards the creation.


"God is eternal" is an important concept to the saint.  (The sinner tries to avoid even acknowledging "eternity").  "God is eternal" assures us of life after passing from the flesh and serves as a foundation for our hope in God's promises of eternal reward and salvation. (Rom 16:25-26).  The Voice of God, the Word of God--Christ Jesus, is eternal.  In Him, we live in eternity, through faith transcending our temporal existence with its suffering.

GOD IS UNSEARCHABLEtc "GOD IS UNSEARCHABLE" \l 2
Text:  Isa 55:1-13, esp vs. 8-9

Ref:  Ps 145:3;  Rom 11:33-36

Keywords:  ayin cheqer (Heb)  unsearchable (lit.: nothing searchable)



anexikakos (Gr)  unsearchable, unfathomable, inscrutable (too great to be understood)

Discouse:  As is clear in the text and in the reference verses, God is accessible to mankind, but His greatness, His wisdom, and His ways are too infinite for us to fully comprehend and understand.  Indeed, Isa 55:6 states, "seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near."  Isa 55:7 shows that the Lord is found through repentance of sin (i.e., turning away from unbelief in Jesus Christ to receiving Him as your Lord and Savior).  Isa 55:8-9 is a powerful statement of God's "unsearchability".


Every statement about God's unsearchable greatness, unsearchable judgements, or unfathomable ways occurs in a scriptural context of the mystery of God's mercy (see Rom 11:25, for instance).  Indeed, not a single one of us is deserving of salvation, as through our works we deserve condemnation.  Not a single one of us has ever sought fellowship with God, except He has drawn us to Himself.  The best of us has cursed and complained and obstinately disobeyed God.  Yet God works to reconcile us to Himself.  Christ paid the price for our sins on the cross; He removed condemnation from us (all who receive Him as Lord).


Unsearchable, unfathomable, and inscrutable are synonyms for each other.  They mean hidden or incomprehensible and mysterious, but not in the sense of being intangible, unreal, or unknown.  The dictionary defines unsearchable as "not lending itself to research or exploration" and unfathomable as "too deep or expansive to be investigated totally."  These definitions work equally well in English or Greek.  It is futile for us to research God for the purpose of knowing everything about Him--it cannot be done.  It cannot be done because we are finite and our resources are finite while He is infinite.  It cannot be done in the physical realm because He is spirit.  Nevertheless, the Bible promises us that it is fruitful for us to seek God, to search out all that He has revealed of Himself to us, and to know Him and to fellowship with Him.  The activity will never be completed in this life, but the activity itself, accomplished in faith, yields spiritual growth and is worth pursuing.  We cannot know God through the ways of the world; we must know God by faith. We do not need to have perfect understanding of His ways because He grants us His wisdom through faith in Christ.


In the flesh, we can be found questioning God.  "If God is in control, why does He do this or allow that."  Romans 11:34-35 remind us, "For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has become His counselor?  Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again?"  The only things we have first given God is a lot of sinful disobedience, deserving punishment.  Thanks be to God for the mysterious mercy He bestows upon us!


God is unsearchable, so we must live by faith.

GOD IS UNCHANGINGtc "GOD IS UNCHANGING" \l 2
Text:  Mal 3:1-15

Ref:  Mal 3:6;  Ps 110:4;  Heb 7:21

Keywords:  aparabatos (Gr) unchangeable, unalterable, inviolate--i.e., impossible to change



ayin nacham (Heb) (lit.--nothing to be sorry)  unchanging



ayin shana (Heb) (lit.--nothing to change, alter) unchanging

Discourse: "God is unchanging" only appears explicitly a few times in the Bible, but it is a concept central to our faith.  If God were fickle or arbitrary, how could we approach Him in faith?  How could we know in what to have hope, and what promises could we claim?  In Hebrews 7:21, Ps 110:4 is cited, so the references provided only cover 2 distinct verses.  Nevertheless, the concept of our unchangeable God is throughout the Bible in many other ways.


In our text, God declares that He does not change.  The context of this declaration is a Messianic prophesy and precedes a promise of blessing for being obedient in tithing.  Clearly, we accept that God does not change if we accept that God does not lie.  The Hebrew phrasing in Mal 3:6 is "ayin shana"--this phrase connotes "unchanging" for the reason that one does not change perfection.  God is perfect, so why ruin perfection by change.  The phrase is used in an interesting way, showing that God is true to His promises even though we (as represented by "sons of Jacob") are very unfaithful in carrying our promises to God.  We have all sinned/been disobedient sufficiently to deserve death, but God's promise of salvation through faith in Christ overcomes our destruction.


In Ps 110:4, God is declared unchanging in "The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind,..."  In Ps 110:4, the Hebrew idiom is "ayin nacham" which means nothing to be sorry.  God makes promises that He will not regret later. (None of us can make this claim.) What God has declared is true, He will ensure its coming to pass. God works only good in bringing about what He has declared.  The skeptic might argue that God works good because He defines what is good and that He defines all of His works are good--i.e., the cards are stacked by God.  This skeptical position implies that we might not agree with God's definitions.  However, God goes much further in His program; He provides promises in which we can test Him and in which He promises a blessing for obedience (as in the last half of our text).  God not only defines "good", He provides a way for us to test the definition (by faith) and find it to be true.  God knows the ultimate good He is bringing about and has absolutely nothing about which to be sorry or regretful.  Why change a perfectly good thing?  The Greek phrasing in Hebrews 7:21 of this same passage (Ps 110:4) is even more powerful--it says that it is impossible for God to change His mind. This is true because nobody is perfect enough or strong enough to change God's mind and because God doesn't take advice from anybody.  (We can be thankful for that). (See Job 40:6-9).  God is unchanging because He is perfect.


In this perception, one should also see that God's grace is also part of His unchanging nature and in balance with His perfect judgement.  For example, Jonah 4:2 says, "Thou art a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning calamity."  God's relenting concerning calamity is part of His plan of grace, previously declared; Jonah knew this to be true because of God's unchanging nature.  God's relenting is contingent upon the repentance of those He warns and He already knows whether or not we will repent in His omniscience.


Because God is unchanging, we can have faith and hope, and be certain that we will not be disappointed in the hope He has given us.
ATTRIBUTES OF GODtc "ATTRIBUTES OF GOD"
WHICH SHOW GOD IS NOT AN IDOL
The lessons demonstrating God's superiority over idol gods of all kinds in the following order:

1. GOD

2. GOD OF GODS, KING OF KINGS, LORD OF LORDS

3. ONE

4. THE ONLY TRUE GOD

5. THE FIRST AND THE LAST

6. THE CREATOR

GOD IS GODtc "GOD IS GOD" \l 2
THE LORD IS GOD

CHRIST IS GOD
Text:  1 Kings 18:16-40

Ref:  1 Kings 18:39;  Ps 100:3;  Ps 118:27;  Acts 10:36;  Rom 10:12

Keywords:  el (Heb) God, god, mighty



elohim (Heb) God (plural form, but singular usage)



elowahh (eloah) (Heb) god (pagan god), idol



theos (Gr) God, god, supreme being, deity



kurios (Gr) supreme in authority, God, Lord, Master



YHVH (Yehovah) (Heb)  Jehovah, self-existent one



adon (Heb) lord, master



adoniyyahu (Heb) "my Lord is YHVH", Lord

Discourse:  This lesson bears as much upon man's concept of what is a god as it does on the fact that God is that fulfilled concept.  The text descibes the conflict between Elijah, representing God, and the priests and prophets of Baal, an idol god.  There is an underlying presumption that a god is worth worshiping, that the god hears the prayers and supplications of the true worshiper, and that the god is a power higher than the worshiper.  Usually, this presumption also includes the concepts of the creator and of the god's universality (the same god for everybody in the world).  Clearly, the events of the text demonstrate the God meets these criteria and that Baal does not.


In the text, the names elohim, adoniyyahu, and YHVH are used for God, and the names elowahh and adon are applied to Baal.  Hebrew makes a very clear distinction between God and idol gods.  God is the one and only triune Creator;  everything else is an idol god.  Unfortunately, individual people do not make such clear distinctions in their daily lives.  Some people create gods for themselves in order to not worship God.  Some people refuse to recognize a god outside of themselves, thus allowing pride to separate themselves from God.  Some people worship things of this world or of the flesh, misplacing the focus of their worship.  The kingdom of Israel under Ahab easily met all three of these catagories.  Under Ahab and Jezebel, the kingdom worshiped Baal;  the Baal worship was institutionally supported.  Jezebel had attempted to stamp out worship of God by killing all of the prophets of God.  The triumph of God through Elijah directly attacked the reasons the people had fallen into idol worship.  (Note especially 1 Kings 18:21).


God is God.  The Lord is God.  Christ is God.  The references declare that God/the Lord/Christ satisfy the criteria of godness established from man's perspective.  God is fully worthy of our worship;  all idol gods fall short of even mankind's concept of god.  Scripture challenges us to identify the idol gods of our lives and to dispense of them for Christ.

GOD IS GOD OF GODS, KING OF KINGS, LORD OF LORDStc "GOD IS GOD OF GODS, KING OF KINGS, LORD OF LORDS" \l 2
Text:  Deut 10:12-22

Ref:  Deut 10:17;  2 Chr 2:5;  Ps 95:3;  Ps 136:2;  Dan 2:47;  

Dan 11:36;  1 Tim 6:15;  Rev 17:14

Keywords:  el (Heb) God, god, mighty



elohim (Heb) God (plural form, but singular usage)



elowahh (eloah) (Heb) god (pagan god), idol



theos (Gr) God, god, supreme being, deity



kurios (Gr) supreme in authority, God, Lord, Master



YHVH (Yehovah) (Heb)  Jehovah, self-existent one



adon (Heb) lord, master



adoniyyahu (Heb) "my Lord is YHVH", Lord



melek (Heb) king, royal



basileus (Gr) king, one who rules/reigns

Discourse:  The Bible recognizes that mankind creates idol gods out of rebellion against God.  This pantheon competes for our attention in everyday life.  The text provides us with the reasons we are to worship the Lord and avoid idol gods.  The reasons are as follows:

1. God requires it of us. (vs 12)

2. It is necessary for our successful fulfillment in life. (vs 13)

3. God owns all of creation, including us. (vs 14)

4. God loves us. (vs 15)

5. God is just. (vs 18)

6. God is God of gods. (vs 17)

God is God over everything, including those things we make into idols.  Although the idols may be mighty and powerful (demonic), God is greater, mightier, and more powerful, and God cannot be corrupted by bribes nor partiality.  God is in control and Lord over all of the creation.  Therefore, let us exercise our free will to turn ourselves over to His mastery and serve Him gladly.  We will thus be enabled to receive His love, to live according to His will, and to succeed in living.


That God is God of gods states that God's will will be done in spite of the rebellion of man and in spite of the evil devised by demonic forces empowered by mankind through idol worship.  The terms translated as God from both Hebrew (elohim) and Greek (theos) have the meaning "supreme being".  There is no higher power in all the universe.  The terms translated "king" (melek and basileus) show that all authority in the creation comes from God, who reigns and judges over the kings of the world.  The terms translated as Lord (adoniyyahu and kurios) include the meaning "master".  Kurios means supreme in authority;  the Lord is master of the entire creation with total autority over all.  Adoniyyahu means "my Lord is YHVH";  this personalizes the submission to the authority of the universe.  Man may rebel against this authority, as did Satan--but the end is futile and the judgement is sure.  How much greater is the love of God offered to those who will forsake this rebellion and receive Christ as Lord.

GOD IS ONEtc "GOD IS ONE" \l 2
Text:  Deut. 6:1-9

Refer to Deut. 6:4;  Mark 12:29;  1 Cor 8:4; 1 Tim. 2:5;  Jas 2:19

Root words:  Echad (Heb.) and Heis (Gr.) (both being the cardinal number one.)

Discourse:  "God is one" appears throughout the Old and New Testaments.  In all cases, the meaning is the same--there is but one God and He is whole, indivisible, and unique.  The contexts of the separate occurances sometimes emphasize God's uniqueness or His wholeness/oneness, but these connotative shades of meaning only serve to emphasize the message of the phrase to us.  There is but one true God, our Lord.

      "God is one" is used to emphasize that only one true God exists, and that He is deserving of our devoted worship.  That is, because God is one, the focus of our devotions should be on Him alone.  If the focus of our lives is on Him alone, our lives will be ordered according to His will.  By inference in the phrase and as explicitly taught in the reference text, our total being should be devoted to loving our God.

      The concept of indivisibility inherent in "one" emphasizes the common will, the common purpose, and the common nature of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  It is expressed as Jesus speaks in John 14:7, "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him."  Alternative phrasing could have left out the concept of indivisibility, so it is obviously included in the intended meaning.

      The concept of wholeness embodied in "one" says that God is complete.  The contexts which emphasize "wholeness" also show God as the complete sufficiency for our needs;  i.e., they parallel Matthew 6:33 in thought, "seek Ye first the kingdom of God and His Righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you."  God is not only complete as God, but He is what we need to be complete living souls.

      The concepts of indivisibility and of wholeness are used elsewhere to show the baptism relationship (immersion of identity) the believer has with God through Christ.

      The concept of God's uniqueness is amply expressed in many other common phrases such as,  "the only true God", "Thou art God alone", etc. which are found throughout the Bible.  

GOD IS THE ONLY TRUE GODtc "GOD IS THE ONLY TRUE GOD" \l 2
"THOU ART GOD ALONE"

Text:  Is 45

Ref:  2 Chr 14:11;  Ps 86:10;  Is 37:16;  Is 45:5, 6, 14, 18, 22;  Is 46:9;  Jer 10:6, 10;  John 17:3;  Rom 3:29

Keywords:  el (Heb) God, god, mighty



elohim (Heb) God (plural form, but singular usage)



elowahh (eloah) (Heb) god (pagan god), idol



theos (Gr) God, god, supreme being, deity



kurios (Gr) supreme in authority, God, Lord, Master



YHVH (Yehovah) (Heb)  Jehovah, self-existent one



adon (Heb) lord, master



adoniyyahu (Heb) "my Lord is YHVH", Lord

Discourse:  The text is a prophesy which was fulfilled about 300 years after it was made when the Persian King Cyrus granted the return from captivity and the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Temple.  In the text, God declares His sovereign and supreme power.  The reference verses declare that God is God alone;  there is no other God or idol god who can successfully challenge this assertion.  Who but God can accurately prophesy the future?  Who but God has the power to ensure His Word in the minutest detail?  Who can promise salvation but our God?  Who is able to advise our God?


There are idols in the world.  The are powerful forces of evil.  There is sin abounding in each of us.  How can anyone stand to live in this world except by the strength of our God within or else through selling out to those most corrupt forces leading to destruction?  Thanks are appropriate to our God for His abundant love and salvation from the corruption of this world.  There is nothing and nobody else worthy of our worship and devoted service.

GOD IS THE FIRST AND THE LASTtc "GOD IS THE FIRST AND THE LAST" \l 2
Text:  Is 44:1-8

Ref:  Is 41:4;  Is 44:6;  Is 48:12;  Rev 1:8,17;  Rev 21:6;  Rev 22:13

Keywords:  rishon (Heb) first (in place, time, or rank), "before time"



acharon (Heb) last, uttermost



alpha (Gr) first letter of the alphabet, the first, only



protos (Gr) first/foremost (in time, place, or importance



arche (Gr) beginning, chief in order, time, place, or rank, first (in estate)



omega (Gr) last letter of the alphabet, the finality



eschatos (Gr) last, farthest (in time, place), end, uttermost



telos (Gr) end, uttermost, limit or result, ultimate conclusion

Discourse: "I AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST."  Each time the Lord makes this declaration, it is in the context of God as our creator, our redeemer, the ultimate authority of the universe, and the only true God.  Each declaration is made in a context of Christ's kingdom/the fulfillment of prophesy.  The Lord uses the declaration to punctuate a special message.  "The first and the last" is a phrase that summarizes God's uniquely God position.


Besides reminding us that God is our creator, redeemer, ultimate authority, and only true God, I think "the first and the last" should remind us that God should:

1. have the position of being first in every aspect of our lives.

2. be the ultimate end of our lives.

If God is the highest priority in each aspect of our lives, our service to Him will be blessed, our fellowship with Him will be fruitful, and our life priorities will be always in proper perspective.

GOD IS THE CREATORtc "GOD IS THE CREATOR" \l 2
Text:  Ps 100

Ref:  Gen 1:1;  Ps 22:9;  Ps 61:6;  Ps 95:6;  Ps 100:3;  Prov 22:2;  Is 44:24;  Is 45:8,18;  John 1:3;  Rom 1:9;  Heb 3:4

Keywords:  bara (Heb) to shape, create



yatsar (Heb) to form, fashion, make, create



asah (Heb) make, bring about, fashion, do, produce



paal (Heb) do, make, carry out, perform



ktizo (Gr) to build, create



ginomai (Gr)  to cause to be

Discourse:  The Bible flatly states that God created everything that exists.  Genesis provides some insight into God's actions in performing the creation, but there is actually very little emphasis on creation events.  Rather, the Bible emphasizes the consequences of "God is the creator".  These consequences can be summarized as follows:

· He is worthy of our worship

· God knows what is best for us

· God's expressed will for how we should live is the best for us

· He is in control of His creation

· We need fellowship with Him to live

· We are not "self-made men"

The several words used in Hebrew to declare God is the Creator carry several interesting connotations.  Bara implies creation from nothingness, i.e., original creation.  Yatsar can carry this meaning but also implies a forming out of what has already been created, i.e., "creative improvements."  Asah connotes a continuation of creation.  Bara is used in Gen 1:1 and asah is used to describe the rest of the creation/making in Gen. 1.  Paal is creativity in the sense of making certain that a plan is carried out--the execution of creating.  God is Creator in all of these different perspectives.  


Thus, the Bible tells us that God created everything from nothing, that He created everything with a purpose, that He actively rules over His creation to maintain its order, and that nothing can come into being outside of His creative control.  Moreover, Christ, the Word, is specifically cited as the Creator in John 1:3.

ATTRIBUTES OF GODtc "ATTRIBUTES OF GOD"
SHOWING GOD AS THE SOURCE AND EXECUTOR OF JUSTICE
The lessons are arranged in the following order:

1. Lawgiver

2. The God of Justice, the Judge, True & Upright in Judgement, My Judge/the One Who Examines Me, Just

3. Witness

4. Avenging, a God of Recompense

GOD IS THE LAWGIVERtc "GOD IS THE LAWGIVER" \l 2
Text:  Is 33:17-24 & James 4

Ref: Is 33:22;  Is 51:4;  James 4:12

Keywords: chaqaq (Heb) cut in, inscribe, decree



nomothetes (Gr) lawgiver

Discourse:  Is 33:22 summarizes the theme of "God is the lawgiver"--God is the ultimate ruler of the whole creation, He created (gave) all the law(s) that govern the creation and each being thereof, and He is the judge over the keeping of the law.  The Lawgiver has the authority to establish and to enforce the law.


It is easy to understand that God is the lawgiver, but the full meaning is not made clear until we understand the extent of the law given.  The LAW exists in different tiers of application to our lives, each with an important function as follows:

1. rules/personal guides to a personal relationship with God and spiritual universe.

2. rules/guides for personally proper living in relationship to the physical world, including proper moral conduct, the care of ourselves, good family and social relationships, and being good stewards over that God has given us.

3. rules/guides to worship and conduct within the congregation.

4. the basis for judgement in civil and criminal cases;  i.e. as a rule/pattern for the proper conduct of society.

5. the prescription for national (societal) constitution establishing the rule for proper relationships in society and between societies.

6. natural laws.

7. everything else that describes how each element of the creation should function as prescribed by the Creator not covered by (1)-(6).

Some elements of the LAW cannot be broken or violated (especially natural laws);  they are the inviolate way the creation was put together by God.  However, God has allowed some LAW to be capable of violation by mankind (which demonstrates the existance of free will).  To ensure the ultimate inviolate nature of the LAW, God provides judgement and execution of sentence weighing each person's keeping of the LAW.  In addition, He has provided spiritual laws such as "whatever a man sows, this shall he also reap" (Gal 6:7) which have an effect of discipline.  These spiritual laws may be viewed as God, by the Holy Spirit, actively policing the LAW and constraining the free will of man to maintain the order of LAW and to ensure God's plan for creation in spite of mankind's lawlessness.  It is impossible for the free-will lawlessness of a created being to upset the plan of the Creator.  Justice provides for the maintenance of the LAW.


God has provided for the disobedience of mankind to the Law through Christ.  The Law provides for a substitutionary sacrifice of the perfectly pure and innocent in behalf of the imperfect sinner.  Thus, mercy and grace are enabled through the Law in the person of Jesus Christ, who fulfilled the LAW perfectly and became the perfect sacrifice in our behalf, while maintaining perfect judgement.  Judgement has already condemned sin, so Christ received the condemnation in Himself in order that we might be made perfect through the Law of Grace.

GOD IS THE GOD OF JUSTICE, THE JUDGEtc "GOD IS THE GOD OF JUSTICE, THE JUDGE" \l 2
    TRUE, UPRIGHT IN JUDGEMENT

          MY JUDGE/THE ONE WHO EXAMINES ME

JUST                 .

Text:  Ps 50;  John 5:19-30

Ref: Gen 18:25;  Deut 32:4;  Neh 9:33;  Ps 7:11;  Ps 19:9;  Ps 50:6;  Ps 58:11;  Ps 75:7;  Ps 119:7,75,137; Is 30:18;  Is 33:22;  Jer 4:2;  Luke 7:29;  John 5:22,30;  1 Cor 4:4;  2 Cor 5:10;  2 Tim 4:8;  Heb 12:23;  Jas 4:12;  Rev 16:7;  Rev 19:2;  Rev 20:12

Keywords: shaphat (Heb) judge, govern, dispense justice



mispat (Heb) justice, judgement, rule, what is right



krino (Gr) judge, decide



krites (Gr) a judge



dikaioo (Gr) show justice, righteousness

Discourse:  Judgement is one of the common themes of the Bible.  The Bible makes it clear that just judgements cannot be found in the world, but that God is the judge of all.  God promises, through His Word, that justice will be accomplished in His judgements.  The Bible declares God's judgements to be true, righteous, and holy.  There are many verses dedicated to the righteous prayers of saints seeking justice, so it is not surprising that many of us as true believers in Christ still have a hard time waiting to see God's justice.  Since there are some aspects of God's judgements reserved for the final judgement, it becomes a matter of faith for us to accept that He will fulfill His promise of justice just as He is true to all of His other promises.


There are several aspects of "God is the Judge" that are very important for us to remember.  The first is that Christ is the actual judge.  Secondly, some aspects of judgement have already been declared, while others are reserved for final judgement;  this final judgement takes place in stages.  Third, in the end of time, all justice will be complete, executing righteous and true judgement on every word and deed of mankind and angelic being.


That all judgement has been given to Christ is interesting to ponder.  All creation came into being through Christ, and Christ has the unique position of being Son of God and Son of Man.  Who else is better qualified to be the Judge?  Who is qualified to judge the sins of the world other than He who conquered sin in the flesh?  The Bible makes it clear that the believer will acknowledge the justice of God in praise and thanksgiving, but the world will reject the judgements of God until the final judgement in which each will confess the judgement is just.  Surely, the unique qualifications of Christ will lead to this confession.


The aspects of judgement already accomplished relate to the judgements on angelic beings (including Satan and his demons), to sin (unbelief in Christ), to the discipline of believers, and to "natural laws" of the creation.  These aspects of judgement have already been declared by God so that there is no excuse--the consequence is already known for the decision or action.  This is the reason that the world fears the judgement of God, knowing of the comdemnation.  This still leaves a lot of detail for the final judgement in which every word and deed is brought to account and in which all of the injustices and perversions of justice by sinful man are rectified by God.


For the saint, God's justice will wipe away every bitter tear.  Jesus has paid the price for our sins, so our judgement brings us eternal reward.  Our knowledge of God's justice is truly a reason to offer praise and thanks to the Lord.  Be patient in suffering injustice in the world; rejoice by faith in "God is just."

GOD IS WITNESS...tc "GOD IS WITNESS..." \l 2
Text:  1 Sam 12

Ref: Gen 31:50;  Judges 11:10;  1 Sam 12:5;  Phil 1:8;  1 Thes 2:5,10

Keywords: ed (Heb) witness, evidence



martus (Gr) a witness

Discourse:  "God is witness..." is always used in a context of affirming the truth of a statement or agreement.  It is a way of saying, "If I'm lying, I deserve to be judged by God."  The concept recognizes the existence of the all-knowing God who is perfectly just and who will ensure that truth and justice are executed even if we are powerless to do so.  Humans are inherently limited in their ability to verify truth and to ensure justice, so it is natural for even an unbeliever to call upon God to fill this gap. (see Gen 31).  The statement "God is witness" also recognizes God as the ultimate ruler of all creation with the ability and willingness to execute judgement.  The Bible agrees that God is the judge and that all His judgements are in truth and righteousness.


By definition, a witness is one who has first-hand knowledge of the facts and who is legally qualified to testify to the truth.  Moreover, a true witness only testifies in truth (in contrast to a false witness, who distorts the truth).  Is there any situation in which God would not qualify as a witness?  Could an idol god or human being substitute for the witness of God?  Many unbelievers call themselves into judgement and belie their heart's knowledge of God by swearing by God or otherwise invoking God as a witness.


The Greek word "martus" (and the related root "martyreo") is the root for our word martyr.  It means a witness, one who can give testimony.  A martyr is one who is so committed to the truth that he/she is willing to suffer to ensure that the truth is known.  In this sense, every saint witnessing to Christ becomes a martyr because of the rejection of the world; we usually apply the more extreme sense of suffering--physical death--as the criterion for martyrdom.  Nevertheless, the usage of suffering in the Bible (to withstand adversity) shows that martyrdom is a spiritually common thing for saints in the broader sense;  only witnessing of the Gospel of Christ and withstanding adversity in doing so are required.


God is sure and just as a witness.  Nothing escapes the all-knowing, ever-present God's notice.  Humans may be separated by time and distance from each other, but nobody can escape the witness of God.  Humans may have a limited or biased perspective, but God witnesses the totality of every event (even to the smallest detail and to the intent of the heart) and testifies and judges without partiality.  God cannot be perverted by a bribe nor by pride/flattery nor by selfish greed.  The world has reason to fear God's judgement, knowing that no detail of their sin is omitted from the sentence.  The saint knows that every sin is known by God but that Jesus has already paid the price, so that judgement has been satisfied with regard to sin leaving only rewards for eternity.  God's witness is a cause to fear for the world but a cause to rejoice for the believer.

GOD IS AVENGINGtc "GOD IS AVENGING" \l 2
.                

   A GOD OF RECOMPENSE

Text:  Nahum 1

Ref:  Ps 94:1;  Jer 51:56;  Nah 1:2;  1 Thes 4:6

Keywords:  naqam (Heb) avenge, take vengeance, execute punishment



gemulah (Heb) dealing, recompense, deserved reward



ekdikos (Gr) exacting penalty from, avenging (literally, from justice)

Discourse:  There are many words in Hebrew, Greek, and English that refer to vengeance--the execution of just punishment.  The majority of these words refer to human vengeance.  Human vengeance is a desire for justice, but out of a sense of injury or a feeling of indignation (pricked pride).  The keywords applied to God refer to Divine vengeance--holy, righteous, and free of any element of self-gratification or vindictiveness.  Indeed, "to avenge" is to take vengeance on behalf of another to assure justice.


"God is avenging" occurs in broad contexts which each have meaning for us:

· counselling us to trust God to avenge--not to take revenge ourselves.

· reminding us that God is perfectly just.

· reminding us that judgement lies ahead.

We are reminded that God is perfectly just.  He avenges the wrong but takes no delight in punishment because God loves each of us--both the believer and the unbeliever.  He loves us but He hates sinful, evil deeds.  That God is an avenging God assures us that "whatever a man sows, this he will also reap."(Gal. 6:7).


God is an avenging God toward the unbeliever.  His anger and wrath is poured out on the unrepentant evildoer.  The just punishment of the unbeliever either convicts the soul of their need for repentance and for Christ or hardens their heart towards God, heaping condemnation on themselves.


God is an avenging God toward the believer.  He frees us from human vengeance (which is spiritually harmful to the one who harbors anger or indignation), and He disciplines us when we err.  He comforts us to know that justice shall be accomplished, even though it is beyond our power--it is in His power and will.


When God uses us as instruments of recompense, we must do our duty in a sense of justice and love that comes in the Spirit--not in anger, pride, or hate.

ATTRIBUTES OF GOD AS OUR SPIRITUAL IDEALtc "ATTRIBUTES OF GOD AS OUR SPIRITUAL IDEAL"
The lessons showing God as the ideal spiritual being are arranged in the following order:

1. SPIRIT

2. LIFE

3. LIVING

4. LIGHT

5. HOLY

6. RIGHTEOUS, BLAMELESS, UPRIGHT

7. TRUE

8. ABUNDANT IN TRUTH, TRUTH

9. BLESSED

10. WORTHY, PRAISEWORTHY, TRUSTWORTHY

11. READY TO FORGIVE, COMPASSIONATE, FORGIVING, GRACIOUS, MERCIFUL

GOD IS SPIRITtc "GOD IS SPIRIT" \l 2
Text:  John 4:1-26

Ref:  John 4:24

Keywords:  pneuma (Gr)  spirit, spiritual, wind, breath, life



ruah (Heb)  spirit, breath, air, strength, wind, breeze, courage, temper

Discourse:  "GOD IS SPIRIT" occurs only once in the Bible, but the message of John 4:24 is well understood throughout the Old and New Testaments.  Both the Hebrew and Greek words for spirit liken spirit to the wind.  The spiritual cannot be seen with the physical eyes, yet it can be understood in the essence of life.  God is spirit.  He is not at all anything physical.  Though we often try to understand God by drawing analogies to physical things or beings, we always err in some way.  Rather, it is necessary to understand God in the spiritual terms He has provided us in the Bible.  We need to recognize ourselves as spiritual beings inhabiting a physical body rather than physical beings, then we will find it easier to understand God.


In the text, the woman at the well was focusing on physical water and on the importance of the differences in worship between the Jews and the Samaritans.  Jesus taught her that the water of eternal life in the Holy Spirit was the water to be sought.  He taught her that the place and tradition of worship was meaningless (they refer to physical things) but that we must worship God in spirit and in truth.  We must be in the same realm as God if we are going to be successful communicating with Him.  We are in that realm as we are submitted to the Spirit;  we are in the wrong realm if we are submitted to the flesh.  We must be sincere in our relationship with God, since we are only fooling ourselves if we worship religiously (following the traditions of man) rather than faithfully.


We are spiritual beings as is taught by Gen. 1:27 and 2:7.  From these verses we learn that we are created in the image of God (that is, spiritual since God does not have a physical body).  We are living souls (as distinct from God or from angels).


From the fact of "God is spirit" we should also understand that God is not corrupt, nor corruptable, like the flesh.  We keep trying to find our human attributes in God, rather than seeking to find His Godly attributes in ourselves.

GOD IS LIFEtc "GOD IS LIFE" \l 2
Text:  John 11 (esp. vs. 21-27)

Ref:  Proverbs 4:13;  John 1:4;  John 10:28;  John 11:25

Keywords:  chayyim (Heb) life, live, life-giving



zoe (Gr) life

Discourse:  "God is life" has to be one of the greatest concepts giving hope to a believer's day-to-day life.  In Proverbs, wisdom personified in the mothering Holy Spirit gives life;  but this is a foreshadowing of the life in Christ, who is made our wisdom as we have received Him as our Lord.


The concept of spiritual life, beyond physical life and beyond the agonies of daily living, focuses our hope on Jesus Christ.  Life after death is a central theme of many religions and worldly moral philosophies, but it is the person of Christ giving us the greatest of all hopes--life contingent only on belief in His life in our behalf.


The two keywords in this study are unique in their languages.  They mean "life", but distinct from physical life.  In Hebrew, "nephesh" means soul, breath, or physical life;  "chayyim" is used to show spiritual life through fellowship with God.  In Greek, "psuche" means breath or soul;  "zoe" is spiritual life.  Notice that the soul is equated to physical life in both languages.  The soul continues existing beyond physical death, but it is dead without spiritual life from God.  Life is more than existence.  Life is interacting with "the environment" to alter conditions to be more suitable to existence.  Spiritual life is, likewise, interacting with our spiritual environment to make our existence better.  Spiritual life is fellowship with God through Christ Jesus.


Using this concept, we see that "God is life" shows us that we need no longer react to our daily grind environment.  Christ in our lives allows us to change our environment as we allow ourselves to be vessels of His power and authority.  We need not be subject to the spiritual forces of evil which work to destroy us;  rather, Christ has overcome the sin forces of this world.  We are powerless to affect change in ourselves.  Christ changes us and changes our environment to our good out of His love for us, often using us as vessels of His power.  This is life--to know God as our creator, the authority over our lives, and our friend.  In Christ, we conquer death in this physical life and in eternity beyond time.

GOD IS LIVINGtc "GOD IS LIVING" \l 2
(as in "Living God")

Text:  Ps 42

Ref:  Ps 42:2;  Ps 84:2;  Jer 10:10;  1 Tim 4:10

Keywords:  chay (Heb) alive, living



zao (Gr) living, alive, to live

Discourse:  There are seven words in Greek which refer to living.  They refer to breathing (physical life), residing, abiding, dwelling around or in, being a creature, and walking.  But the keyword used in the reference means living in the sense of being spiritually alive and being active in the processes of life.  Both the Hebrew and Greek words carry a promise that our God is a Living God, carrying out His Word, saving us from sin and from death, and actively participating in our lives as the children He loves.


Within recent years, worldly intelligencia have found it popular to say, "God is dead."  Nothing can be further from the truth, especially as we believe the Bible.  We know from our experiences in our walk by faith in Christ that God is living and actively fulfilling His Word in our lives.  Nevertheless, I think the worldly concept that God is dead is worthy of examination to see the value to our lives of the FACT that God is alive.


The world exclaims that God is dead for several reasons:  to explain the mess mankind has gotten into, to excuse personal sin, to justify establishing each man as the ultimate authority over his own life and to glorify mankind (humanism), and to taunt the believer.  The Bible shows us that God is living.  The mess of the world continues to fulfill prophesy, showing that God is busy bringing about His Word.  The Bible makes clear that the penalty for sin is death, that God has condemned sin, and that sinning leads to corruption;  merely wishing away the judge does not make it so nor does it escape the pronounced sentence.  The Bible proclaims that all authority comes from God and to Him belongs the glory;  the sinful pride of mankind does not change the fact.  The Word provides the keys to faith we need to overcome the world in the now (not merely in eternity);  our claiming of the promises of God and seeing those promises fulfilled demonstrate to us personally that God is alive.


Our God is a living God, not an idol carved in stone or wood.  Our God is a living God, willing and capable of helping those who turn to Him in faith.  Our living God is worthy of worship, of praise, of thanks, and of glory.  He is true, and He is truly God.

GOD IS LIGHTtc "GOD IS LIGHT" \l 2
Text:  1 John 1 (esp. vs. 5-7)

Ref:  Is 60:1-3,19-20;  John 1:4-5;  John 3:19-20;  1 John 5-7

Keywords:  or (Heb) light, dawning



phos (Gr) light, firelight



pheggos (Gr) light, brightness

Discourse:  "Light" is used as a strong symbol throughout the Bible, but especially in the books penned by John the Apostle.  The symbolic use of light is especially manifest in the Greek because there are several words which are translated as "light".  "Phos" is always used in the context "God is light".


The eye is required to see light, so the natural man is spiritually blind while the believer is a "son of light" (see Luke 16:8).  We are sons of light not merely because we have revelation from/of God, but because we have received spiritual eyes, being new creations in Christ (born again).


Words related to phos, phoster (light-giver) and photismos (an illumination), are used to refer to Christ (and to believers in Christ) as the one bringing spiritual light into the world and to the Gospel as an illumination.  Pheggos is used for the non-spiritual uses of light (moonlight, sunlight (when not referring metaphorically to Christ), light of day).  These usages are also common in the Septuigint.


"God is light" as an attribute of God refers to the following:

· the glory of God.

· the favor of God (particularly the grace of God) and especially to salvation.

· the guidance and teaching of God (expressed beautifully by the Hebrew "or", which connotes light of spiritual revelation).

· God as the source of prosperity and well-being.

· God as the source of true judgement and law.

· the righteousness of God.


The spiritual usage of light always contrasts with the spiritual darkness of the world.  This usage makes righteousness a synonym for light, and evil a synonym for darkness.  Understanding these parallels really "sheds light" on the Scriptures which use light as a metaphor.  Using this understanding in "God is light" shows us how the perfect righteousness of God is thoroughly intertwined in God's nature and in His actions towards the believer and toward the world.  Also, we see that "God is light" applies equally to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.


The presence of Christ in our lives causes us to be a lamp (literally, a torch) to the world.  As "sons of light", we are on fire for Christ, so we can let that fire burn away the residue of worldliness in our lives.  Enjoy being a son of light.


"There is not enough darkness in the whole world to put out the light of one small candle"--inscription on a baby's tombstone, killed during the London blitz of WWII.

GOD IS HOLYtc "GOD IS HOLY" \l 2
Text:  Is. 6

Ref:  Lev. 20:26;  Lev. 21:8;  Is 6:3;  Rev. 4:8;  Rev. 15:4

Keywords:  qodosh (Heb) holy, sacred



hagios (Gr) holy, sacred, holy of holies, saints



hosios (Gr) holy, righteous, pious, devout

Discourse:  Our study occurs in two contexts in the Bible.  God is declared holy by the angels and saints in worshipping Him, and God declares Himself to be holy as He acts to sanctify us as saints, making us holy.


To be holy means to be spiritually perfect and pure, to be free from sin, to be perfect in a moral sense, to have a sacred character, and to be deserving reverence or worship.  In the sense that God defines perfection and spiritual purity, who are we, the created, to question His definition?  However, we can go beyond the question and examine the facts made known to us in the Bible and in our lives by faith in Christ.  The Bible declares and demonstrates that Jesus fulfilled the requirements for holiness in the flesh, manifesting the perfect righteousness of God.  In no way is God disobedient to His promises or His Word.  In all ways, God is consistent in His actions and His Word.  Also, God has no problem believing in Himself, nor did Christ ever doubt Himself while in the flesh.  Beyond this, even those religions which do not accept Jesus as the Christ recognize Jesus as being a holy man.  God measures up to His perfect standard of holiness, and even the sinful world recognizes that God is holy.  In fact, when God is declared to be holy by the angels or saints in worship, it is always "holy, holy, holy is our God;"  the three holies emphasize the perfect holiness of God through the repetition.


The interesting aspect of "God is holy" is how the believer is made holy by God BECAUSE GOD IS HOLY.  "You shall be holy because I am holy," says the Lord. (1 Pet 1:16 and Lev 11:44,45).  The Old Testament saints were told to sanctify themselves in the Law, but as they could not do this perfectly, God cleansed them as He did Isaiah in our text.  We believers under grace are given the desire to be holy in the Spirit of Christ and made holy in the sight of God.  While the OT saint had to strive toward perfection, the NT saint is made perfect in Christ, Who is holy.  A consequence of our holiness (granted by God's grace) is a desire to serve God.


"God is holy" is a fact that demonstrates that our salvation is not by our works, but our holy works are a result of God's work in us.

GOD IS RIGHTEOUStc "GOD IS RIGHTEOUS" \l 2

.   BLAMELESS


.UPRIGHT

Text:  Ps 119:137-144

Ref: Ex 9:27;  Deut 32:4;  2 Chr 12:6;  Ps 11:7;  Ps 18:30;  Ps 116:5;  Ps 119:137;  Ps 129:4;  Ps 145:17;  Is 45:21;  Jer 12:1;  Lam 1:18;  Dan 9:4;  Zeph 3:5;  Rev 16:5

Keywords: tamim (Heb) complete, sound, BLAMELESS, perfect, without defect



tsaddiq (Heb) just, righteous



yashar (Heb) straight, right, upright



dikaios (Gr) correct, righteous, innocent

Discourse:  "God is righteous" occurs very frequently in one form or another in the Bible;  it is part of our fundamental concept of God.  Perhaps this is why virtually all of the declarations in the Bible are confessions of men rather than declarations of angels or of God of Himself.  The importance of the message isn't so much in the concept as in the truth of it for us as individuals.  Afterall, our concept of God as the almighty, omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, and eternal God recognizes that He defines right and wrong;  He is the epitome of perfection.  Our declaration that God is righteous is as much a recognition that He is the only true God as it is a statement of His attributes.  Afterall, the idol gods of Rome and Greece (and India of today) were so corrupt that they could not be considered a standard of perfection;  they were merely powerful.  The concept of God without "God is righteous" can only lead to corruption and hypocracy.


The concept of righteousness is tied closely to the concepts of holiness, justice, correctness, and truth.  If someone is righteous, they are absolutely correct in every word or action or attitude.  God is correct in the sense of holiness and absolute spiritual perfection.  God is correct in the sense of justice in ensuring that every misdeed is punished, that "the punishment fits the crime", that only the doer of the wrong is punished, that the victim of the wrong is compensated, and that everybody is treated absolutely fairly and impartially.  God is correct in "correctness" or blamelessness in being the epitome of moral and ethical standard.  God is correct in truth in always preserving these standards and never waivering.  Our God is the standard to which we are to live.


"God is righteous" stands in contrast to "man is sinful and every thought of his heart is evil."  "God is righteous" admits that I deserve to reap what I have sown and shall because God is in control.  That God is both righteous and just but also loving toward us meant that Jesus had to pay the price on the cross for us; otherwise, we would be stuck with the debt of our sins--eternal separation from God.  Thanks be to God that His love is so great.

GOD IS TRUEtc "GOD IS TRUE" \l 2
Text:  John 3:26-36  (esp. vs. 33)

Ref:  Num 23:19; Jer 10:10; Jer 42:5; John 8:26; Titus 1:2; Rev 6:10

Root words: emeth (Heb)--firm, faithful, true, lasting

            alethes (Gr)--unconcealed, manifest, real, true to fact

            alethinos (Gr)--true, one who is true, real

            true (Engl)--derived from 2 words meaning "firm as a tree, the stem of reality/truth"

Discourse:  In the Old Testament, "God is true" is used in two ways:   1)proclaiming that God is the only true (real) God (with the attributes of omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience, and eternal existance) and 2)proclaiming that God is true personally--that is, honest, trustworthy, faithful, and truthful (He cannot lie);  therefore His judgements (expressed decisions) are true.

      In the New Testament, these 2 concepts are repeated and carried forward with the added concept of reality.  That is, "God is true" is not only made factual through faith, but is expressed reality (expressed and no longer hidden or concealed) 1) in Christ and 2) in the Holy Spirit.  The reality of the Holy Spirit in the believer's life

      -affirms the promise of God's salvation

      -confirms the word of God

      -teaches truth

      -demonstrates the believability of God, Christ, and God's Word

      -causes us to be more true and faithful in our daily walk.

Because God is true, we can live by faith in confidence that He will not fail us.

      The same root word, alethes, is used by Christ to warn the disciples (us) of an important truth He is relating;  it is translated "truly, truly", "verily, verily", or "of a truth", depending on the version you read.

      The unbeliever cannot accept the concept "God is true" and will actively attempt to refute it;  this is a fruit of unbelief.

      The English word "true" has an interesting origin itself, being derived from a Greek idiom (corrupted by translation into Latin and adoption into Old English) meaning "firm as a tree, the stem of reality/truth".  "Truce" comes from the same word stem.  "God is true" expresses our God being unmoved by anything in the universe (man, angel, Satan) to change His word, His expressed plans and promises.  He cannot be corrupted or coerced.  He will ensure His WORD.

GOD IS ABUNDANT IN TRUTHtc "GOD IS ABUNDANT IN TRUTH" \l 2





     TRUTH
Text:  John 14:1-24  (esp vs 6 and 17)

Ref:  Ex 34:6-7; Deut 32:4; Ps 85:10-11; Ps 86:15; John 1:14; John 8:31-32; John 16:13

Root words:  emunah (Heb) firmness, faithfulness; truth; opposed to falsehood



aletheia (Gr) "truth"  "the quality of being in accordance with reality, facts, or verifiable experience"; that which is true; sincerity, genuineness, honesty

Discourse:  As with "God is true", "God is truth" emphasizes that God is personally true to His Word in all aspects (see Is 40:8 and Is 55:11) and will exercise His power to ensure His Word is true.

      "God is truth" is a challenge to the world to recognize His work to fulfill prophesy and to complete His promises.  The greatest manifestation os this challenge is Christ.  Christ is the living Word and the absolute fulfillment of prophesy.  "God is truth" causes the believer to be more truthful and trustworthy as he grows spiritually.

      The Hebrew idiom translated "abundant in truth" emphasizes that 1) God cannot lie, 2) God's Word absolutely cannot fail, and 3) man cannot comprehend the purity of truth in God.  The idiom carries the connotation, expressed explicitly elsewhere, that God is opposed to falsehood.  In other words, "God is abundant in truth" states that God is active in bringing about truth and defeating falsehood;  this activity is "visible" to the one with eyes to see (the believer), making God all the more genuine and real in the believer's life.  The activity is a testimony to the believer and an assurance of judgement to the world.

      Note:  "God is truth" is an acknowledgeable fact by an unbeliever (in contrast with "God is true").

GOD IS BLESSEDtc "GOD IS BLESSED" \l 2
Text:  Ps 119:9-16

Ref:  Ps 100:4;  Ps 119:12;  Jas 3:9

Keywords:  barak (Heb) bless, blessed, kneel, salute, thank, praise



esher (Heb) happiness, blessedness



eulogeo (Gr) bless, blessed, blessing, praise, praising

Discourse:  "God is blessed" means that God is worshipped, praised, and thanked.  The Hebrew term, barak, expresses exactly this thought of blessing in our text.  To bless, as used in the Bible, means to be enabled to succeed spiritually.  As applied toward mankind, this success is manifested in spiritual growth in fellowship with God, which is translated into spiritual fruit--love, joy, peace, etc.  (The Hebrew term, esher, is used only in regard to mankind being blessed;  esher carries the narrower meaning of happiness, elation, and general good feelings.)  As applied toward God, this success is manifested in our praise and thankfulness toward God--our worshipping God.


God is successful in bringing about His plan for our lives.  He saves us and sanctifies us.  The real manifestation of God being blessed is in God blessing us.  It is interesting to note that the context of "God is blessed" always demands a past tense--it is done.  Following the logic of the Bible, this means that all believers are already successful.  This is consistent with God's perspective of our salvation--it is already done, and He views us in our eternal perfection.  It is also consistent with the Bible's reference to the believer as an overcomer.  If we equate Thy word, Thy commandments, Thy statutes, Thy precepts, etc., as found in Ps 119, with Christ, then our text also provides this perspective.  Indeed, in this view, our text assures us that our salvation is secure in Christ;  it can not be lost in any way.


One of the obscure connotations of "blessed" in Hebrew is "to be so fortunate as to be envied".  I think that the believer is often envied by the world, even by those who are more financially well off.  As we meditate of the blessings of the Lord upon our lives, let us be truly thankful and praise-filled toward God.

GOD IS WORTHYtc "GOD IS WORTHY" \l 2
PRAISEWORTHY

TRUSTWORTHY

Text:  Ps 56

Ref:  2 Sam 22:4; Ps 18:3; Ps 56:10,11; Ps 145:3; Is 12:2; Rev 4:11

Keywords:  halal (Heb) to praise



batach (Heb) to trust



axios (Gr) worthy, of worth, of weight, deserving

Discourse:  "God is worthy" is a good answer to the question, "What good is there in believing in God?"


Most of the verses refering to God's worthiness are closely related to times fo tribulation.  Having passed through the trial, the saint declares that God is his strength, his salvation, and worthy to be trusted and praised.  We so often are forced by tribulation to turn to God, as He wants us to do, rather than trusting in our flesh, which is our prideful habit.  God is worthy because our trust in Him to endure life's trials always leads to praising Him victoriously.


God is deserving of this trust and praise.  He is perfect, consistent, good, loving, etc.  By every measure, God is capable of fulfilling our needs, and He does so as we call upon Him and trust in Him.


Christ is worthy.  Christ perfectly fulfilled all the requirements of God for mankind.  Thus, He is uniquely qualified to judge us, to mediate for us, and to provide us with the strength we need to persevere under trial.  He alone is worthy to break the seals on the scroll of Rev. 5.  Christ is worthy in the eyes of the Father and in the heart of the believer.  Christ offers us His victory over sin and death; does not that make Him worthy of our trust and praise?


Perhaps you have noticed that our keywords do not include a Hebrew word for "worthy".  Our Old Testament usage of worthy comes from the Septuagint.  The concept of worthiness is so basic to the Hebrew concept of God that "praiseworthy" and "trustworthy" are implied idioms of praise and trust applied toward God.


Because Christ is worthy, the saint is worthy.  We can sometimes feel worthless, but we are somebody worthwhile in Christ.  We are worthy because we are treasured and loved by God.

tc "GOD IS FORGIVING, GRACIOUS, MERCIFUL, & COMPASSIONATE" \l 2
GOD IS READY TO FORGIVE

COMPASSIONATE

FORGIVING

GRACIOUS

MERCIFUL

Text:  Neh 9:5-38 (esp. 16-31)

Ref: Num 14:18; Deut 4:31; 2 Chr 30:9; Neh 9:17,31; Ps 86:15; Ps 87:3;  Ps 99:8; Ps 103:8; Ps 111:4; Ps 116:5; Ps 145:8; Jer 3:12;  Jonah 4:2; Mic 7:18; Jas 5:11

Keywords:  channuwn (Heb) gracious



chaciyd (Heb) gracious, kind, merciful, godly, holy



nasa (nasah)(Heb) to forgive, forgiving, to lift, to bear, to carry, to take away (sin or condemnation), to pardon, to forget (a debt)



sallach (Heb) ready to forgive, (forgiving)



rachum (Heb) compassionate, merciful



racham (Heb) compassion, full of mercy



eleos (Gr) mercy, compassion, pity



oikteiro (Gr) have compassion, mercy



polusplagchnos (Gr) full of compassion, very compassionate



splagchnizomai (Gr) "to be moved in the inward parts", feel compassion, take pity



charizomai (Gr) forgive, graciously forgive, freely give



charis (Gr) grace, gracious, favor

Discourse:  In Hebrew, Greek, and English, the words merciful and compassionate and the words forgiving and gracious are closely related in definition.  In spiritual usage, all four words are interrelated.  Our text comes from the confession and rededication of Israel upon return from captivity.  The text illustrates the central theme of the other references.  In spite of our prideful disobedience and sinful deeds, God is compassionate, accounting for our sinful flesh, and forgives us, as we confess our sins, granting us mercy by His unbounded grace.  Grace is, after all, the unmerited favor of God.


I particularly like the Hebrew word "nasa", because it embodies the spirit of the forgiveness in salvation through Christ.  Christ has borne our sins on the cross.  He has taken away the condemnation of sin and offers a pardon to all.  He has lifted the veil of separation between God and man.  The forgiveness granted us in Christ allows God to see us in the perfection in which we are delivered to heaven and to forget our imperfections.  All of this is stated in the phrase, "God is 'nasa'".


I also like the Hebrew word "chaciyd".  Although it is translated "gracious", the word means "everything you ever wanted in God and more" when it is applied toward God.  In other words, as good as God is in our perception, He is really infinitely better.


Thanks be to God that He is gracious, merciful, compassionate, and forgiving.  He has paid the price for our errors and reconciled us to His own perfection--and there is nothing we could do to earn it.
ATTRIBUTES OF GODtc "ATTRIBUTES OF GOD"
WHICH SHOW GOD'S ACTIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WORLD
The lessons showing God's active relationship with the world are in the following order:

1. To Be Feared

a. Lord of Both the Living and the Dead

b. The Trust of All the Ends of the Earth & of the Furthest Sea

2. Concerned About Man

3. The God Who Works Wonders

4. A Consuming Fire

5. Jealous

6. Wrathful, Angry (Toward Sin)

GOD IS TO BE FEARED (REVERED)

LORD OF BOTH THE LIVING & THE DEAD

THE TRUST OF ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH & OF THE FURTHEST SEA

Text:  Ps 96

Ref:  Ps 65:5;  Ps 76:7;  Ps 96:4;  Matt 22:32;  Mark 12:27;  Rom 14:9

Keywords: yare (Heb) to fear, be afraid, revere;  to stand in awe



phobeo (Gr) to fear, respect



zao (Gr) living



nekros (Gr) dead

Discourse:  All three of the study phrases in this lesson approach the same attribute of God from a different point of view.  The common theme is that God is deserving of worship by all of creation, including all of mankind--both believers and unbelievers.


"God is to be feared."  He is deserving of the loving respect of a father since He is the Father.  He is deserving of reverence as the source of all perfection, power, and judgement.  We give Him His justly due loving reverence in worshipping Him, our Lord, our Master, our Savior.  But even the unbeliever fears God and stands in awe, recognizing the power and judgement of God.  (It is an ironic twist of God's plan that only the "intelligent" created beings, angels (and demons) and humans, are capable of rebelling against God and not giving Him His worshipful due.  The "unintelligent" creation simply trusts God for all things and continues on in harmony with His laws.)


"God (Christ) is the Lord of both the living and the dead" (from Rom 14:9), but "God is not the God of the dead but the living" (see Matt 22:32 and Mark 12:27).  There is no contradiction here.  Christ is the Lord of all who have received Him;   whether physically alive or physically dead, we are spiritually alive because of the death and resurrection of Christ.  On the other hand, only those who are spiritually alive worship and praise God as their God.  Although we commonly think in terms of physical life and death, the Bible is usually referring to spiritual life and death (there are special words and phrases used when restricting the meaning to physical life or death).  Life is fellowship with God, fulfilling the loving worship of Him as our creator, protector, savior, and source for all of our needs.  Death is separation from God.  Christ conquered death in order to make us alive with Him.


A good general definition of "life" is "union with".  Spiritual life is fellowship with God, the source of life; physical life is union with the body.  Likewise, a good working definition of "death" is "separation".  Spiritual death is separation from God; physical death is separation from the body.  These definitions are more fundamental than most of those found in dictionaries.  They are consistent with the use of the terms in the Bible, so they are good concepts to remember while trying to accurately interpret the Bible.


God is deserving of worship.  So what is worship?  Worship is giving praise, admiration, respect, reverence, honor, and glory to God, but it is more.  The Hebrew word for worship means "to bow down in respect" AND "to serve."  True worship is the heart attitude of serving God and giving Him the glory and actively loving Him.  This is the fulfillment of fearing God.
GOD IS CONCERNED ABOUT MANtc "GOD IS CONCERNED ABOUT MAN" \l 2
Text:  Heb 2

Ref:  Job 7:17-18;  Ps 8:4;  Ps 144:3;  Heb 2:6

Keywords: shith leb (Heb) concerned about (set heart upon, appointed, laid upon, gave attention) man (inner man, soul of man, heart, mind, will)



episkeptomai anthropos (Gr) concerned about man
Discourse:  The reference verses all declare that God is concerned about mankind.  This concern is extended to all of mankind--both saved and unsaved.  In Job and Psalms, the declaration is in the form of amazement that God--the Almighty--is truly concerned about each individual person in infinite detail.  This concern is an expression of love which is carried into an active role of God blessing and disciplining each individual.  It is not a concern in the sense of worry (God is not worried because He is in control);  indeed, the Greek versions of the text are able to make this clear distinction as there are several different words for concern.  The concern is further expressed toward the believer in glory and honor.


Our text from Hebrews quotes from Psalms 8 in a lesson that puts the concept of God's concern for man into comparison with God's charge to angels.  The lesson says for us to give heed, for although God is so greatly concerned about us that Jesus died on the cross for our sins, He will not spare from the judgement those that reject the gift of salvation.  He has taken thought of us, who are insignificant in the universe, to give us authority over His creation.  But we have responsibilities for which we are brought into judgement.  Mankind (the world) has collectively rejected Christ in the flesh, incurring judgement.  But we who have received Christ as our Lord escape wrath and enjoy honor.


It is worthy of note that the Hebrew word for "man" encountered in these verses refers to the spiritual being man--the living soul--rather than the physical man or flesh.  God is truly most interested in our spiritual well-being.  He is first concerned about our salvation, then about our spiritual growth (for eternal rewards), then about our current spiritual condition, and then about our day to day physical life.  His concern extends to every aspect of our lives, even to numbering the hairs on our heads.


The Hebrew word for "concern" really means putting all of one's attention onto the object of concern.  That we are the focus of God's attention is made all the more awesome as we consider the extent of the creation and realize that there is yet a whole spiritual world unseen by our physical eyes.  Yet God's love for us is real and wonderful.  You are loved.  God's concern for each of us even transcends our concern for ourselves.  There is absolutely nothing that we care about that is not of greater concern in God's eyes.  Moreover, God's concern goes beyond the immediate time and into eternity--that which we are little concerned about in our daily lives.


We may sometimes be put off by God's concern for us.  Afterall, nothing escapes His attention, so all of our deeds will be brought to account.  We would like to be able to slip some things past Him as we were able to do with our parents, especially when we are hatching mischief.  But God knows what is best for us.  We can be thankful that His care for us is greater that our care for ourselves.

GOD IS THE GOD WHO WORKEST WONDERStc "GOD IS THE GOD WHO WORKEST WONDERS" \l 2
Text:  Ps 77

Ref:  Ps 72:18; Ps 77:14

Keywords: pele (Heb) a wonder, wonderful, astonishing sign



pala (Heb) to do wondrous works or miracles, to be surpassing or extraordinary, to be marvelous, to do things too difficult for man to do or understand



oth (Heb) a sign, omen



dunamis (Gr) miraculous power, might, or strength



thaumazo (Gr) wonder, amaze, marvel, astonish, surprize



semeion (Gr) a sign, distinguishing mark, or miracle

Discourse:  A wonder is an event (or act/deed) which is beyond our understanding, our abilities, and our natural experiences.  The Hebrew word "pala" has the broadest and most applicable meaning, which includes miracles.  Throughout the ages, there have been numerous events which fall into this category, even in the daily experiences of individuals.


The world has pursued sciences to explain all of these events, and therefore, escape the declaration of Ps 72:18 that it is God alone Who works these wonders.  Indeed, the world popularly exclaims that religion and God are merely the inventions of ignorant men's minds to explain what they did not know;  surely, the world of science will eventually make all things known and there will be no need for God or religion.  The world therefore agrees with the Bible that God (if He exists) is the worker of these wonders.  The world does not agree that there are things too wonderful for man to ever comprehend.


The believer acknowledges the wondrous works of God and simply accepts them as expressions of the greatness and glory of God.  Great among the miracles seen by us as believers is the love of God for us manifest in our salvation through Christ Jesus.  As we walk by faith, we are able to perceive more and more wondrous works of God in our lives.  All that we formerly attributed to luck we learn to appreciate as God working.  Moreover, the more we experience and learn about God's working in our lives, the more miraculous His work becomes.  The more spiritually mature we become, walking by faith, the more readily we perceive the wondrous works of God.  The more we are able to perceive God working and the more we understand of God and of ourselves, the more marvelous His works become in our sight.  Therefore, our spiritual growth, a wonder in itself, leads to an ever greater acknowledgement of God as the worker of wonders.


For the believer, miracles are the comforting confirmation that God is busy in our lives.  For the world, miracles are the disquieting events that confirm that man is not omniscient nor in control of his own destiny.  Greater knowledge leads to a greater appreciation of the wondrous works of God in the believer, but to boastful pride denying the miraculous and to a greater striving after futile speculations in the world.  A recurrence of a wonder is declared "natural" by the world, but the believer learns to appreciate the power of God in each event.  Take as an example the process of physical birth.


We should be wary of those who deny that God is out of the miracle business.  Likewise, let us be thankful and give Him glory, honor, and praise for His wondrous works, knowing that He works to our good.  Miracles are a sign of His love for us, no matter how commonplace they become in our lives.

GOD IS A CONSUMING FIREtc "GOD IS A CONSUMING FIRE" \l 2
Text:  Heb 12:18-29

Ref:  Deut 4:24;  Deut 9:3;  Heb 12-29
(see also Is 33:10-15 & Mal 3:2-4)

Keywords: akal esh (Heb) consuming fire



katanalisko pur (Gr) consuming fire

Discourse:  The image of "God is a consuming fire" is used in several ways in the Bible.  It speaks of God's perfect zeal, of God's perfect holiness and purity and glory, of God's judgement on the ungodly, and of God's refining, purifying, healing, sanctifying, and protective testing of His people (all believers).


God's perfect zeal is revealed in His uncompromising opposition to idolatry and in His jealous caring for His people.  Idols are destroyed completely, and the true worship of God is restored in His people.  Certainly God's working through Elijah in destroying the prophets of Baal in Israel demonstrates God as a consuming fire (see 1 Kings 18:7-40).


God as a consuming fire of perfect holiness, purity, and glory in manifest in the laws of sacrifice, in God's appearance to the nation of Israel at Sinai, and in God's (and Christ's) appearance to the prophets as in Ezekiel 1 and in Revelations.  As such, the image underscores the fallen nature of man in contrast to the perfection of God.  As at Sinai, the imperfect man cannot approach the perfect God without being destroyed or consumed.  God's perfect glory is simply too much for sinful flesh to stand.


In judgement, "God is a consuming fire" shows the destruction of all evil and unrighteousness.  Nothing is left unsifted or untested;  the eyes of Christ are described as flames of fire (Rev 19) before His enemies are destroyed by the sword of His mouth.  As in Sodom (Gen 19), the consuming fire of the Lord destroys the evil which demands judgement.


In a variety of ways, "God is a consuming fire" would be most fearsome if it were not for the way the image is appied to the believer.  The fire of God sanctifies us as believers and makes us holy and pure (as in Mal 3:2-4);  it is a consuming fire in that it brings to an end (consumes) the separation between us and God.  God's fire refines us--removing the dross and impurities of sin to reveal us as perfectly pure gold and silver, healed of sin and made pure in heart.  (Not .999999 fine--but absolutely pure, 1.0000000 fine).  Therefore, we have become valuable rather than worthless because of God's refining fire.  God's refining fire tests our works and our hearts in the sanctifying process to reveal and remove our impurities and, in our judgement, to reward us in perfection and in justice.  Though we are sometimes tested in ways that painfully prick our pride or pluck our lust, God tests us within our limits and provides the answer we need for spiritual growth (1 Cor 10:13).  We can be thankful for this work in us, because its benefit is forever.


Just as fire is essential to life for cooking food, for warmth, for disposing of trash, for propulsive energy, for refining materials, and a host of other benefits, God's consuming fire is essential to our spiritual life.  It is a description of His zealous love for us by which Christ died for our sins that we might live by His resurrection.  As His consuming fire is manifest in our life, we grow in zeal and in holiness, to be revealed in glory in Him.

GOD IS JEALOUStc "GOD IS JEALOUS" \l 2
Text:  Ex 34:10-17

Ref:  Ex 20:5;  Ex 34:14;  Deut 6:15;  Deut 32:16,21;  Jos 24:19;  Nah 1:2;  Zech 8:2


(see also Gal 4:18)

Keywords: qanah (Heb) to be jealous, zealous


qanna (Heb) jealous, zealous (what the Lord refers to as His name in Ex 34:14)


qinah (Heb) jealous


qanno (Heb) jealous


zeloo (Gr) jealous, zealous


parazeloo (Gr) provoke/make jealous

Discourse:  "God is jealous."  God is not the cold, remote, unfeeling, uncaring "thing" the world would have Him to be;  He experiences this intense emotion called jealousy.  Jealousy is being very watchful or careful in guarding or keeping something.  It can be positive (as in jealously keeping one's rights) or negative (as in envy or resentful suspicion).  Jealousy is often associated with male-female relations, and the Bible uses the marriage relationship to illustrate the meaning of God's jealousy.  Humans also experience this emotion, but always in a negative way.  Contrasting the jealousy of God with our jealousy is instructive for us.


Both the Hebrew and Greek words have the dual meaning of jealous and zealous, the meaning being dependent on the relationship of the person to the thing desired.  God exhibits a jealous zeal and a fierce commitment to His people, even when they turn from Him, and to His rightful position as God.  God uses the image of marriage to show that He guards His right to be God, and to be the God of His people (including each of us who has received Christ as our Lord).  We, the believers, constitute the bride of Christ; we cannot have relations with another (i.e., the world) without provoking God to jealousy.  On the one hand, God will not let anyone else be our Head except Christ.  On the other hand, God is zealous to prove Himself to be our rightful Head, in both blessing us and in disciplining us.  On the one hand, God will not let anyone succeed in posing as Himself or supplanting Him as God.  Indeed, the devil stands condemned because of his rebellious attempt to be God, and we already know what will happen to the antichrist.  This extends to the devil's attempts to deceive even the elect of God (believers); God's jealousy prevents any of us from being lost.  On the other hand, God is also jealous when we stray into idolatry; He will not long tolerate our straying but will bring us back to Himself.


The unbelieving world provokes God's jealousy to demonstrations of His power and to wrath.  God zealously keeps all of His prophesies and promises to prove His authority.  He blesses us as believers and will not be thwarted because He is jealous--zealously careful to fulfill His Word toward us and in us.


Human/fleshly jealousy in invariably destructive to the relationship.  God's jealousy is ultimately constructive, serving to assure our salvation and to perfect us in His love.

GOD IS WRATHFULtc "GOD IS WRATHFUL" \l 2
        ANGRY

(TOWARD SIN)

Text:  Jer 3:1-18

Ref:  Isa 12:1;  Jer 3:12;  Nah 1:2;  Zech 1:2-6


(see also Isa 45:24)

Keywords: kaas (Heb) angry, wrathful, furious



qasap (Heb) angry, wrathful



haron (Heb) burning anger/wrath



ebrah (Heb) fury, rage



orge (Gr) anger, wrath (emotional anger)



thymos (Gr) anger--conscious, thoughtful anger

Discourse:  "God is wrathful" only occurs in the context of God being provoked to anger by rebellion and disobedience.  God's wrath is not an intrinsic attribute, but transitory, passing when justice is done and/or repentance is complete.  For purposes of our study of God, it is most interesting that God is capable of anger.  It is useful for us to understand the differences between our anger and God's anger.


Our God is not a silent, inactive mechanism or tree devoid of emotion.  Our actions can and do evoke a response in God just as we evoke responses in each other through our behavior.  God's anger/wrath is not capricious nor expressed in temper tantrums;  it is always aroused by our willful sinning, prideful injustice, or violation of our covenant relationship with Him.  God's anger should be viewed as a positive light, being a measured response to sin assuring rebuke and discipline for the believer and justice in all things.  God's anger is set aside by forgiveness and tempered by grace and is always for the good of humanity.  God's anger is totally righteous.


In contrast, human/fleshly anger is motivated by pricked pride, selfish revenge, and unpredictable whims of emotion; it may be justified or unjustified.  Human anger seeks to harm and to destroy.  Also, human anger is harmful to the person who is angry.  Even when justice is complete, human anger hangs on, un-tempered by grace.  Prideful anger drives away forgiveness.


Since sin provokes God to anger, the sinner is a condemned object of God's wrath.  This wrath will only be complete on judgement day, when perfect justice is complete.  Even though the sinner is under God's wrath, God is patient to offer the opportunity of repentance.  The believer escapes wrath by God's grace through the forgiveness of sins in Christ Jesus.  Although the believer may be disciplined for disobedience, the anger of God is absent, the discipline being an expression of love. (Heb 12:6).


God has told us in His Word what makes Him angry and what pleases Him.  He has told us the consequences of provoking Him to anger.  God is consistent and true to His Word.  The Greek word "orge" is usually reserved for emotional, human anger; whereas "thymos" is normally reserved for God.  "Thymos" anger in a person is usually the really bad premeditated murder type of anger (in contrast to God's measured response).  "Orge" is used to express the wrath of God poured out during the great tribulation and in the judgement.  What a great advantage we have in Christ Jesus, who suffered in our behalf so that we might escape wrath.

ATTRIBUTES OF GODtc "ATTRIBUTES OF GOD"
WHICH SHOW GOD'S WORK OF SALVATION
AND OUR VICTORY IN THE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
FOR OUR SOULS

The lessons showing God's active work giving us spiritual victory in the following order:

1. The Horn of My Salvation, My Salvation, My Savior

2. My Deliverer

3. My Fortress, My Stronghold, Defense of My Life

4. My Shield

5. My Strength, The Strength of My Heart

6. My Banner

7. My Rock

8. My Refuge, My Hiding Place

9. My Keeper

10. My Help, My Helper, For Us

GOD IS THE HORN OF MY SALVATIONtc "GOD IS THE HORN OF MY SALVATION" \l 2
         MY SALVATION, MY SAVIOR

Text:  Is 12

Ref: Ps 18:2; Ps 27:1; Ps 68:19; Is 12:2; Is 45:15,21; Is 49:26;  Is 60:16; Jer 14:8

Keywords: yasha (Heb) savior, deliverer, rescuer



soter (Gr) savior, deliverer



yesha (Heb) salvation, deliverance, rescue, safety



yeshuah (Heb) salvation, deeds of deliverance, victory



teshuah (Heb) salvation, deliverance, victory



soteria (Gr) salvation, deliverance, preservation

Discourse:  The Old Testament concept of salvation involves three aspects--distress, a savior, and deliverance.  Spiritually, the distress is always due to sin, although this might be manifest in a variety of ways in physical life.  In the concept of salvation, the person under distress is unable to find relief in his/her own strength;  therefore, a savior, a deliverer, is required who is strong enough and able (and willing) to provide relief.  Finally, salvation is completed by deliverance--action by the savior to effect a release from the distress and to provide safety.  The New Testament concept of salvation agrees with the Old Testament except that the distress is strengthened to be "imminent peril"--life threatening distress.


The distress is due to sin.  Sin kills; sin separates us from the life and love of God.  Sin causes us to falsely trust in self and in things of the world which invariably destroy us, our relationships with loved ones, and our relationship with God (drugs, sex, alcohol, power, lusts after material possessions).  Sin creates emptiness in our lives by the separation from God and then multiplies the distress by leading us into ever more self-destructive behaviors.  Sin dwells in the flesh, enslaving the unbeliever and killing hope; thus, physical man is unable--utterly helpless--to deliver himself.


Praise be to God for Christ, our Savior!  Christ, who has conquered sin in the flesh, is able and willing to deliver all who will receive Him as Lord.  He is strong--the horn of salvation refers to this strength in saving us.  He enters our lives to release us from the slavery to sin, to provide life (fellowship with God), and to ensure our eternal security.


The Bible shows us that God has saved us (believers), is saving us, and will save us.  He has saved us in the perfect life of Christ, His death, and His resurrection, which enables Him to justify and regenerate us.  He is saving us continually in this present life by releasing us from slavery to sin, providing the way of escape, and leading us in righteousness.  He will save us; we are firm in faith that we will be delivered from the taint of sin in the flesh into absolute righteousness in eternity.


The references to "God is my salvation" are invariably associated with expressions of thanksgiving.  This is certainly not surprising.  Our deliverance is total victory over the persistent enemy--sin.  We may be distressed by circumstances in the world.  We may be attacked by individuals and organizations in this world, but the true enemy is sin.  Sin attempts to focus us on the distress and its physical manifestations.  The confession "God is my salvation" looks by faith to the Savior rather than to the distress.  We are charged to trust in the Lord in everything (and not to lean on our own understanding), for He alone can save us.  Jesus is the answer.


Our victory over sin is complete in Christ.  The natural expressions of this victory are thanksgiving, joy, peace, and praise of the Savior.  Let us live this victory He has given us.

GOD IS MY DELIVERERtc "GOD IS MY DELIVERER" \l 2
Text:  Ps 68:18-20 & Ps 144

Ref: 2 Sam 22:2;  Ps 18:2;  Ps 40:17;  Ps 68:20;  Ps 70:5;  Ps 144:2

Keywords: palat (Heb) to escape, deliver, preserve

Discourse:  Deliverance is related to both salvation and redemption.  Most of the words used in both Hebrew and Greek which describe deliverance also speak of salvation, redemption, and rescue.  "God is my deliverer" occurs, however, in a special limited sense in the Old Testament and is expressed by the Hebrew word "palat".  This special usage is always expressed in conjunction with one of the "normal" usages (salvation or rescue or redemption).


The word "palat" is normally translated with the meaning of escape and those it is applied to are called survivers.  When it is translated as "to deliver", it refers to the salvation from certain destruction brought about by a powerful authority, such as God, Moses, a king, etc.  The special usage is created when this word is used in the same context as other words which mean "save" or "rescue".  In these instances, "palat" takes on the meaning of actively preserving the deed described by the other words.


Therefore, "God is my deliverer" speaks about God's active role in: 

(1) preserving our salvation, 

(2) protecting (rescuing) us from the whims of the devil, 

(3) giving us life (spiritual survival), and

(4) saving us in our daily walk.


In the study text, God is shown defeating His enemies (and preserving the righteous), aiding the weak and helpless, and otherwise controlling the whole creation for the good of the righteous.  Psalms 68:19-20 really summarize the special meaning of "God is my deliverer", "Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears our burden, The God who is our salvation.  God is to us a God of deliverances; And to God the Lord belong escapes from death."  Here, palat is translated as "deliverances" and as "escapes."  Notice how God is shown to be active continually in delivering us.


We should know what we are being delivered from, but we should also be interested in what we are being delivered into.  We are being delivered from sin, and its effects, both for eternity and for our life in the now.  We are being delivered into fellowship with God (life) and into conformity with His perfection.  The special usage of "God is my deliverer" shows this to be a progressive and continual working of God in us while we are in the flesh.  It also assures us that the promises of salvation and deliverance are certain to be true.


All of the deliverances in our daily life are the work of God--there is no other deliverer (only agents of God's deliverance).  All deliverance is the active lovingkindness of God toward us.  It is the active manifestation of God's seal on our salvation and the victory over sin and death made possible in our lives by our Lord Jesus Christ.

GOD IS MY FORTRESS, MY SRONGHOLDtc "GOD IS MY FORTRESS, MY SRONGHOLD" \l 2
DEFENSE OF MY LIFE

   HE WHO FIGHTS FOR YOU

                         HE WHO UPHOLDS YOUR RIGHT HAND (in Victory)

Text:  Ps 59

Ref: Deut 3:22;  Jos 23:10;  2 Sam 22:2, 3, 33;  Ps 18:2;  Ps 27:1;  Ps 28:8;  Ps 31:3;  Ps 37:24;  Ps 46:7, 11;  Ps 59:9, 17;  Ps 62:2, 6;  Prov 10:29;  Is 41:13;  Jer 16:19;  Joel 3:16

Keywords: maoz (or mauz)(Heb) safety, protection, defense, fortress



met sudah (Heb) fastness, stronghold, fortress



ochuroma (Gr) a stronghold, fortress, defense position

Discourse:  "God is my fortress" is a phrasing only found in the Old Testament, but it is an expression of New Testament grace (as applied to the Old Testament saint).  A fortress or stronghold is a defensive position in which you can trust during war, in which you are safe from the attack of the enemy.  The prophets told Israel that their physical strongholds would be breached because of their turning away from God.  On the other hand, God is the defense and the fortress of the righteous.  The "my fortress" concept appears in a personal sense rather than a physical sense.  It is a concept which apply equally well to invincibility in battle and to invulnerable safety.


"God is my fortress/stronghold" always occurs in the same context as God's love and with no need to fear.  God's protection is a natural manifestation of His love for us.  He has promised that He will never let too great a temptation come against us, and He will always provide a way of escape. (See 1 Cor 10:13).  This promise to us is a fortress to us.  We abide in His love.  His love hides us away safely from the enemy and casts out the spirit of fear.  This is readily apparent to us as NT saints because we have the Spirit of Christ dwelling in us and have known the peace of God in our hearts.  As we abide in His love, we enter into His rest and peace.  The OT saint did not have the Spirit of Christ (as Christ was yet to come) but "God is my fortress" is an expression of faith in the position of security we saints all have in God.


The fortress concept has two elements: 

1) safety, security, refuge, rescue and 

2) immunity from attack, freedom from fear.


We are involved in war, but in Christ we are free from the attack of the enemy and secure from the effects of the conflict.  This applies even though our own flesh is the battleground.  It is knowledge that the enemy is no longer able to defeat us because Jesus has gained the victory for us already.  It is certainty that evil can’t harm us because God is in control, working all things together for our good.  Even when we appear to fall, God is holding our hand to deliver us from harm; thus, the attack of the enemy is thwarted and its effect made null.  We are saved, and our salvation is secure.  In Christ, our deliverance is complete.  The love of God is in our lives and has sealed us into security.  God is actively defending us and fighting for us.  We may rest because victory is ours.  Praise the Lord!

GOD IS MY SHIELDtc "GOD IS MY SHIELD" \l 2
Text:  Gen 15:1-6 & Ps 18:1-3 & 30-36

Ref: Gen 15:1;  2 Sam 22:3, 31;  Ps 3:3;  Ps 18:2, 30;  Ps 28:7;  Ps 33:20;  Ps 59:11;  Ps 84:11;  Ps 115:9, 10, 11;  Ps 119:114;  Ps 144:2;  Prov 2:7;  Prov 30:5


(See also 2 Sam 22:36 & Eph 6:16)

Keywords: magen or meginnah (Heb) shield



tsinnah (Heb) large shield, buckler, shield-bearer



shelet (Heb) a small shield, quiver



thureos (Gr) a shield

Discourse:  A shield is a piece of armor that is carried rather than worn.  There are large shields, called bucklers, that had to be carried by one or more men to protect a single warrior, and small shields carried by the combatant himself.  "God is my shield" only occurs using the most general term--magen, because God is our shield in every sense.  The shield is placed between the fighter and the fight, a portable haven of protection and refuge.  The shield could not win the battle, but it could be used to protect the fighter long enough for him to use his weapons effectively (primarily the sword).  The Greek word for shield is derived from the same root as the word for a gate; this is a useful concept for us.  A shield can be viewed as a gate which "closes out" the attacker and "opens up" for the attacked one who holds it.  Obviously, the shield had to be an object of great strength to keep out sword, arrow, lance, spear, or hurled rock.  On the other hand, it had to be light enough to be moved quickly in the heat of battle.  A shield provides protection like a fortress, but unlike a fortress, a shield lets one go out and engage, defeat, and disperse the enemy.


"God is my shield" recognizes that we are embroiled in spiritual warfare, being attacked from every side.  In spite of the battle in which we are engaged, the verses assure us of protection.  "God is my shield" occurs is two distinct ways:

1. the shield as a refuge or source of protection and deliverance.

2. the shield as a weapon of war.

We can appreciate the first concept as it is parallel to "God is my deliverance" and "God is my fortress", so let us focus on the more unique second concept.  We are at war, involved in battle whether we choose to be or not.  It is a war of sin in the flesh against our souls.  "God is my shield" is a promise of victory in this war.  In fact, the victory was achieved for us by Christ Jesus so that we already have it.  Nevertheless, the battles of our daily lives sometimes make it look as though sin has the upper hand.  If we study these Old Testament verses with the perspective of Eph. 6, we can see that it is faith in Jesus Christ that shields us from sin, covering the joints in our armor (each piece referring to Christ).  If we lower our shield or fail to use it to defect those arrows of sin from the adversary, we might be "injured" in the battle (i.e., commit a sin).  But when we use our faith in Christ effectively, we are given refuge long enough to strike out with the sword, which is the Word of God to defeat sin in this current battle (but the war is won in any case in Christ).  Our shield allows us to be active winners of the battles that make up the war already won for us by Christ, that we might share in the prizes and glories of victory.

GOD IS MY STRENGTHtc "GOD IS MY STRENGTH" \l 2
                     THE STRENGTH OF MY HEART

THE JOY OF THE LORD IS YOUR STRENGTH

Text:  Is 12

Ref: Ex 15:2; Neh 8:10; Ps 28:7; Ps 31:4; Ps 46:1; Ps 118:14;  Is 12:2; Is 49:5; Hab 3:19

Keywords: oz (Heb) strength, might, power



maoz (or mauz) (Heb) strength (of protection)



chayil (Heb) strength, wealth, army, valiantly able



kratos (Gr) strength, might, power, dominion

Discourse:  We know that God is infinitely powerful, mighty, and strong.  "God is my strength" declares that the whole power of the universe is working in the believer.  This strength works in us in a variety of ways, as can be seen in the references--God provides us:

· physical strength to meet the challenges of life in the world,

· emotional strength to withstand the feelings of the sinful flesh,

· spiritual strength to do battle against the forces of sin,

· strength of courage,

· strength to be victorious,

· protective strength to shield us and fortify us, and

· strength to do the work of the Lord.

This infinite strength is so completely given to meet all of our needs.  What more can we possibly need?  Who or what can possibly overcome one of us so armed?  How can we possibly not be victorious?  Indeed, Christ living in us and through us was, is, and shall be successful.  We are empowered to live as our creator designed us to live, not as a pawn or puppet of the forces of evil and destruction.


Though there are several different words translated as strength, each with a different connotative meaning, God is our strength in every sense.  In contrast, the strength of the flesh is inadequate to overcome sin in its weakest form.  Even if the flesh is strong enough to overcome a sin, it has merely given in to a greater sin.  The strength of the flesh is deceptive, and it is unable win.  The strength of the Lord is always adequate to every need;  the strength of the Lord is incapable of defeat.  What an advantage for the person who's strength is from God!


It is no wonder that "God is my strength" occurs in the context of joy and thanksgiving and praise and victory.

GOD IS MY BANNERtc "GOD IS MY BANNER" \l 2
Text:  Ex 17:8-16

Ref:  Ex 17:15 (see also: Ps 60:4; SS 2:4)

Keywords: nes (Heb) a banner, standard, ensign, signal, sign, distinguishing mark, warning, or sail



degel (Heb) a banner or standard

Discourse:  "God is my banner" occurs just once in the NASB version, but it is a thought commonly conveyed throughout the Bible.  The word "nes" is used.  Nes connotes victory.  Nes is a large standard or flag or banner displayed by victorious troops.  Nes is in contrast to degel (which is a flag or ensign or banner which shows "belonging" and is used in the Song of Solomon 2:4).  The use of "God is my banner" occurs after the Israelite victory over the Amalek (see the text reference).  Moses named an alter to the Lord "The Lord is My Banner" as a memorial thanking and praising God for the victory.  His example is good for us to emulate--Moses recognized the victory was from the Lord, by His power.


The nes banner is a sign to all, a signal of victory and a warning to potential adversaries.  Moses was declaring that the source of the victory in the battle (the Lord) is the source of all future victories.  The assigning of the name to an alter of rock shows the steadfastness, the certainty, of the deliverance.  The alter memorial says, "God will always deliver me from my enemies--to their destruction."


The thought of the victory banner goes well beyond the example of a single battle over the Amalek.  "God is my banner" says that we have victory because of Christ.  This is true.  In Christ we have the victory over sin and death.  The victory banner concept looks forward to this victory of life.  The naming of the alter foreshadows the sacrifice of Christ, gaining the victory for us.

GOD IS MY ROCKtc "GOD IS MY ROCK" \l 2
Text:  Deut 32

Ref: Deut 32:4, 15, 18, 30, 31;  1 Sam 2:2;  2 Sam 22:2, 3;  Ps 18:2, 31;  Ps 19:14;  Ps 31:3;  Ps 42:9;  Ps 62:2, 6;  Ps 71:3;  Ps 78:35;  Ps 89:26;  Ps 92:15;  Ps 94:22;  Ps 95:1;  Ps 144:1;  Is 26:4;  Is 30:29;  Is 44:8;  Hab 1:12

Keywords: tsur (Heb) rock



sela (Heb) cliff, crag, rock



petra (Gr) rock

Discourse:  "God is my rock" combines a number of the other concepts that have been covered in this section:  deliverance, refuge, strength, and fortress or stronghold.  The physical rock represents a place having these characteristics.  Indeed, a survey of the reference verses will show "God is my rock" coupled in context with these concepts.  "God is my rock" is also tied in context with God as our salvation.  Our salvation is rock-solid in Christ Jesus.  If we think of ourselves, as believers, locked in a spiritual battle, we can see the essential nature of "God is my rock" in our lives.  However, we miss substantial meaning if we limit our perspective to this concept; there are several additional meanings which we should consider in meditating on "God is my rock."


Rock represents steadfastness, constancy, and solidity.  God is each of these in our lives and toward us as objects of His love.  In the world, we are spiritually wishy-washy, easily tossed about by the deceitful winds of doctrine from Satan.  God is steadfast and constant in all of His ways, and we become so as we become spiritually mature and the Lord is manifest through our lives.  God is true and His promises are sure, and we become solidly convinced of this fact as we live by faith in Christ.  God is rock-solid, and so we stand firm when Christ is our foundation.


There are two special occurrences of "rock" in scripture which, although they are not among the references, are enlightening to this study.  The first is the rock in the wilderness. (see Ex 17:6 and Num 20:8-11)  We understand that this rock was a spiritual rock which followed Israel in the wilderness and which provided life giving water and that this rock was, in fact, Christ (see 1 Cor 10:4).  As the rock gave water to the people in the wilderness, Christ gives us His life giving spirit to deliver us out of the wilderness and into the promised land.  Christ is also the great rock cut out of the mountain without human hands which destroyed the great statue of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Daniel 2, as Christ's kingdom will bring about the end of the God-opposed world system represented in the statue.


A survey of the references shows that "ROCK" is used to refer to a person.  We find that the person is the Anointed One of God, the Messiah, the Christ, our Lord.  He is the One who saves and delivers.  He is the One who changes us and conforms us to His image.  To the unbeliever, He is the Rock of Offense; to the believer, He is the Rock of the Alter.  We stand on our Rock in safety and security and proclaim our deliverance to all creation.

GOD IS MY REFUGEtc "GOD IS MY REFUGE" \l 2
              MY HIDING PLACE

Text:  Ps 91

Ref: 2 Sam 22:3;  Ps 14:6;  Ps 18:2;  Ps 32:7;  Ps 46:1;  Ps 61:3;  Ps 62:8;  Ps 71:7;  Ps 91:9;  Ps 119:114;  Ps 142:5;  Jer 16:19;  Jer 17:17;  Joel 3:16  (see also Col 3:3-4)

Keywords: sether (Heb) a covering, a hiding place, secrecy



machaseh (or machseh)(Heb) refuge, shelter



chasah (Heb) to seek or take refuge



manos (Heb) a place of escape or refuge



katapheugo (Gr) to flee for refuge

Discourse:  A refuge is a shelter or protection from danger, a place of safety/shelter/safe retreat, or a place or person supplying shelter, help, or comfort.  We need shelter for our souls from the "natural" elements of the world (the natural man is an unbeliever in Christ); Christ is that shelter.  We need a hiding place, a place of security in which we can rest from the battle waged against us by our enemy; Christ is that hiding place.  We need a place safe from attack; Christ is that safe retreat.  Christ is our refuge in every way we need refuge.


A refuge can be a fortress or stronghold, or a rock.  We have seen how the Lord is our fortress/stronghold.  We have found the Lord to be our Rock.  In both cases, the Lord is our haven and our rest in the spiritual warfare that we fight daily.  We are immune to attack as long as we abide in our refuge.  However, "God is my refuge" goes beyond merely passive protection and absolute security (which we do enjoy in Christ); the concept of refuge implies active help and comfort.  Indeed, refuge incorporates deliverance, strength, and defense.


The peace that we know in Christ comes about within our refuge in Him, our submission to His will.  Therefore, "God is my refuge" implies our actively seeking refuge in Him, by submitting to the Spirit.


How often do we need a refuge in physical life?  We need refuge from storms; storms represent the world forces actively seeking to buffet us and to blow us down or uproot us.  We need refuge from warfare; physical war is a mere shadow of spiritual warfare directed against us as believers by the devil.  We need refuge from the hectic pace of life; the hectic pace is like a swarm of problems seeking to devour us as surely as locusts will devour a crop.  Think of any problem that you might have in the world, and thank the Lord that He is our refuge from that problem.


"God is my hiding place" is complementary ro "God is my banner".  In our banner, Christ, we manifest the victory, but this great proclamation of victory almost invites attack from the devil and his forces.  Our hiding place in Christ means that we are secreted away from the world.  While there are times that we joyously celebrate the victory, there are also those times when we need to heal from our wounds and get away from the battle; Christ provides that hiding place.  When we face life's problems already in submission to Him, we are victorious.  However, more often than not, we usually face life's problems first in our own fleshly strength and turn to faith in Christ only after some degree of frustrating setbacks; this is when Christ is our hiding place.  Either way, Jesus is the answer.

GOD IS MY KEEPERtc "GOD IS MY KEEPER" \l 2
Text:  Ps 121

Ref:  Ps 121:3,5,7,8;  Ps 145:20;  1 John 5:18  (see also 1 Cor 10:13)

Keywords: shamar (Heb) keep, watch, guard, protect, preserve, defend


tereo (Gr) keep, guard, watch over

Discourse:  "God is my keeper" speaks of God's unswerving faithfulness in guarding us from all evil, in protecting us from undue attack, in carefully watching over our growth just as a loving parent watches the growth of their only child.


The central keyword of this study is "shamar".  The text uses shamar in each of its closely related meanings.  Verses 1 and 2 show the expectation of God's keeping--His help.  Verse 3 gives an example (not allowing the foot to slip) and the assurance of His constant guard (repeated in verse 4).  Verses 5 and 6 assure us that He keeps us secure from even the most influential elements of the creation.  Verse 7 offers the assurance of God's shielding of our soul from the effects of evil.  Verse 8 tells us of God's actively guarding our every activity.  Keeping, guarding, protecting, and watching over us--God is on the job.


Shamar has a variety of perspectives of keeping within its meanings.  The first, and foremost, is keeping as a shepherd keeps his flock--with lovingkindness, concern, protectiveness, and watchfulness characteristic of the owner.  The sheep seek the presence of the shepherd because he keeps them from any need.  The second meaning is keeping as a good parent keeps a child--watchfully tending to the child's development and nurturing, providing protection while giving freedom to grow individually yet steering that growth toward mature perfection.  The third meaning is keeping in the sense of a sentry guarding a VIP or great valuables--vigilantly and powerfully protecting from unauthorized access.  The fourth meaning is keeping in the sense of the ideal policeman--protecting and serving, protecting from evil and serving to preserve order, peace, and harmony.  The fifth meaning is keeping in the sense of absolute faithfulness--never failing to meet a promise or commitment.  God is a perfect keeper in every one of these senses and more, but He is keeper only of those who believe.


The New Testament affirms the concept of this keeping.  Perhaps one of the most powerful statements of "God is my keeper" is from 1 Cor 10:13.


How could we possibly desire to be better kept than by the Lord.

GOD IS MY HELPtc "GOD IS MY HELP" \l 2
         MY HELPER

      FOR US

Text:  Ps 46;  Ps 118:5-9;  Rom 8:31-39

Ref: Ps 40:17;  Ps 46:1;  Ps 54:4;  Ps 70:5;  Ps 115:9-11;  Ps 118:6,7;  Rom 8:31;  Heb 13:6

Keywords: azar (Heb) help, ally, protector



ezer (Heb) help, helper



ezra (Heb) help, helper, assistance, support



boethos (Gr) helper

Discourse:  How often do we find ourselves in distress?  How often are we under attack by a powerful foe?  How often are we afflicted or in need?  How often have we been so sorely tested as to think we might faint or die?  Do we sometimes think we that God has left us?  In each case, how did we ever escape from the clutches of our distress and the affliction of our enemy except that our Lord was with us to help us.  This is the same thought expressed by the poem "Footprints."  God is our ever-present help.


The concept of "help" is worthy of our consideration.  The helper provides aid and assistance and support, but only as required and only as requested.  The helper does not replace to one helped in accomplishing the task at hand.  God has granted us our lives to live.  He has assigned us our tasks of this life.  He has given us strength and will to pursue these things.  If it were not for our adversary and his ally of sin in the flesh, we would never be challenged in pursuing the goals of life, but the devil is a powerful and wily enemy.  Although the Lord has made it plain to us that we are never alone, we so often seek to live in the strength of our flesh.  Therefore, we find ourselves overwhelmed until we call upon the Lord for His help.  With Him, we have certain victory.  God has given us so much to do, but He has given these things to us for us to depend upon Him for their doing.  His strength is sufficient.  His wisdom is sure.  And He is surely our ally in the fight against this present evil.


"God is my help" expresses the thought that the Lord is our very best friend.  Indeed, He is the only perfect friend that we have.  He is the friend we love in the hymn "What a Friend We Have in Jesus."  There is nothing too great for Him, nor is there anything too small for His care.


The Lord desires to help us in every way.  He is able to help us in everything.  His help is sure.


We tend to be most aware of God's help as we are aware of the spiritual warfare in which we are engaged.  At the times we are engaged in battle with sin, we are aware of our weaknesses and our inability to defeat the devil by ourselves.  But God is our protector, our ally, and ever-present at our side; He is FOR US.  Even though we might appear to be losing a battle for a time, we have already won the war because Christ has the victory and He is our ally, our helper.


If God is for us, who can be against us?

ATTRIBUTES OF GODtc "ATTRIBUTES OF GOD"
MANIFEST IN THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

Arranged in accordance with Galatians 5:22-23 as follows:

1. LOVE

2. MY SONG, JOY

3. PEACE

4. SLOW TO ANGER, PATIENT

5. ABUNDANT IN LOVINGKINDNESS, KINDNESS, KIND

6. GOOD, GOODNESS

7. FAITHFUL, FAITHFULNESS

8. SELF-CONTROL, GENTLENESS, HUMBLENESS, HUMILITY, MEEKNESS, GENTLE, HUMBLE, MEEK

GOD IS LOVEtc "GOD IS LOVE" \l 2
Text:  1 John 4:7-21

Refer to 1 John 4:8, 16

Root words:
Aheb (Heb) (Essentially equivalent to the English word "love" in the sense of having a strong emotional attachment to and desire either to possess or to be in the presence of the object.  Although rooted in sexual desire, it is always within the bounds of lawful relationships.  Another word "Ahab" was used to connote "love" outside of lawful relationships--i.e. adultery and fornication).



Agape (Gr) (Invented for use in the New Testament, "love" in a strictly Godly sense without reference to sex.  Another word, "philanthropia" (lit. Love for man, i.e. affections) is used to denote humane/kind attitudes and in its verb form tender affections.  "Philarguria" means love for money).

Definition of Love (as in "God is Love"):  LOVE is an attitude of caring expressed in deeds which benefit another (the object of love).  The attitude is unselfish and expresses value or esteem for the one loved.  The attitude is unilateral.

Discourse:  God is love which – 

(1)  requires action


(2)  involves an unselfish attitude


(3)  expresses value/esteem


(4)  is unilateral

The fact that God is love is manifest in the following ways:

1).  God's love for the world, manifested in Christ's death on the cross. – see John 3:16

2).  God's love for us (the saved) in His promises and blessings upon us. – see Rom 8:1-39

3).  Love of the Believer toward his/her brother. – see Lev 19:18

4).  Love of the Believer toward God. – see Deut 6:5

5).  The sanctifying work of love in the life of the Believer. – see 1 John 4:17-18

6).  The inability of the Unbeliever to truly love. – see 1 John 4:20

GOD IS MY SONGtc "GOD IS MY SONG" \l 2
   JOY

Text:  John 15:1-11

Ref:  Neh 8:10;  Ps 118:14;  Is 12:2;  John 15:11, 17:13;  Rom 14:17;  Gal 5:22

Keywords:
chedvah (Heb) joy (the inward spiritual quality rather than the outward expression of joy or gladness represented by "samah")



zimrah or zimrath (Heb) psalm or song (praising God)



chara (Gr) joy, delight

Discourse:  "God is joy/my song" proclaims the most fundamental element of spiritual life (i.e. fellowship with God).  Joy is the spiritual delight of our soul in fellowship with God;  God is the sole source of joy.  "God is joy," as a concept, is always found in conjunction with salvation and with God as our strength.  Joy cannot be known by the unbeliever.


"Chedvah" is an obscure Hebrew word which was apparently not in common usage;  it denotes spiritual joy, as opposed to outward expressions of happiness, gladness, exultation, etc., as expressed by the word "samah".  The phrasing "God is my song" probably expresses true joy more universally, especially since the term used for "song" connotes praising God.  Song expresses the soul;  it transcends the mind.


The Greek word "chara" is widely used in the New Testament.  Chara has both spiritual and physical meanings, but it is easily understood as a spiritual condition going beyond emotional happiness or gladness.  Neither "chara" nor "joy" can be adequately understood by the nonbeliever because the nonbeliver has not experienced joy.  The words are inadequate to describe the experience.


A fundamental joy is present in each believer, and the remembrance of our salvation joy helps to confirm to us the change Christ has created in us.  However, our perception of joy is often a bellweather indication of our submission.  We are joyful in the Spirit;  we are depressed in the flesh.  This serves as an ever more powerful reminder of our submission as we spiritually mature.  Joy becomes more precious to us than fleshly lust.  (How much better to be spir??itually high than fleshly low).  Since God is joy, the only source of joy, our obediance to Him and fellowship with Him is rewarded greatly in the now.  JOYFUL=JOY-FILLED=FULFILLED.

Note 1:  There are many parallels between "God is joy" and "God is peace."  God is the source of joy and peace;  He shares these attributes as we are obediant (submissive) to Him.  Joy and peace serve as an immediate reward in God's sanctifying discipline and as an assurance of eternal rewards.

Note 2:  The joy of the believer is often a light to the world, attracting those in the world to hear about Christ.  It is a greater testamony or witness to others than almost anything we can say.  Therefore, do not hide your light under a bushel.

GOD IS PEACEtc "GOD IS PEACE" \l 2
GOD OF PEACE

Text:  Judges 6:11-24

Ref:  Jud 6:24;  Is 9:6,7;  Rom 15:33, 16:20;  Gal 5:22

Key words:
salom, shalom (Heb) peace, completeness, welfare, health



eirene (Gr) peace: (1)harmonious relationship (between men, between nations, between man & God), (2)sense of rest and contentment, (3) orderliness, (4)friend-liness, (5)freedom from molestation

Discourse:  "God is peace" or "the Lord is peace"is used in the context of God being the sole possessor and dispenser of peace;  that is, the ruler or prince of peace.  The phrase "God is peace" is totally interchangeable in meaning with "God of peace".  The concept in both phrases is that only those who come into fellowship with God can receive peace.  The world cannot receive and cannot be at peace because the world rejects God.  Worldly peace can only be a counterfeit.


The Hebrew concept of peace is commonly held throughout the ancient middle East--that of completeness, welfare, and health--not merely the freedom from conflict or the sense of rest.  The term "salom" can be as easily translated as "salvation" as it is "peace" because true spiritual peace can only come from God to the saved or righteous person.  We are not whole nor healthy without God.


The Greek concept of peace is more narrow.  In the New Testament, "peace from God" is used to represent the broad sense of rest, contentment, and harmony in life.  "Peace with God" is used to describe the harmonious relationship with God which we can only have through the work of reconciliation accomplished by Christ in the believer.  Every reference to "God/Lord of peace" refers to Christ in both the Old and New Testaments.


We can conclude that spiritual peace, as used in Scripture, indeed refers to the being made complete, healthy, and blessed by Christ coming into our lives.  This change in us allows us to enjoy a peaceful (peace-filled) life of harmony and contentment and orderliness as we allow Christ to live through us.

Note 1:  the opposite of peace (as in "peace from God") is frustration, confusion, and fear.  As peace from God is a fruit of the Spirit, frustration, etc., is the fruit of the flesh.

Note 2:  the world often views peace as merely a lack of conflict.  This often leads to a counterfeit concept of peace wherein conflicting parties are merely forced to stop fighting (jailed in separate cells).  This is not peace because the conflict continues in the hearts of the combatants.  True peace can only come from God entering the hearts of the combatants and replacing the hatred with love.

GOD IS SLOW TO ANGERtc "GOD IS SLOW TO ANGER" \l 2
  PATIENT

Text:  2 Pet 3:8-9

Ref:  Ex 34:6;  Num 14:18;  Neh 9:17;  Ps 86:15, 103:8, 145:8;  
Jer 15:15;  Joel 2:13;  Jonah 4:2;  Nahum 1:3;  1 Cor 13:4;  ?1 Tim 1:16;  2 Pet 3:9

Keywords:
arek aph (Heb) slow to anger, patient (lit.--slow to flare the nostrils)



makrothumeo (Gr) to persevere, to be patient, long-suffering, or forbearing



makrothumia (Gr) patience, long-suffering, enduring through, steadfast through (lit.--far from angry temper)

Discourse:  "God is patient".  God in His patience withholds judgement and provides opportunity to repent.  He is patient toward our sinning and disobedience, disciplining us in righteousness.  God allows us time to learn of our follies and to turn to His ways.  Still, the patience of God does not supplant His perfect justice or judgement, nor are we freed from the law of sowing and reaping.  God's patience provides time for His love and mercy to those who will receive.


In another sense, the patience of God tolerates Satan, who already stands condemned, in order that God can demonstrate His strength and love and resolute will to us and so that we can exercise our free will to accept or reject His blessings.


"God is patient" is thoroughly demonstrated in Christ.  This patience is manifest in the believer through the fruit of the Spirit.  The connotative synonyms to patience are themselves illuminating in their application to us as believers:

· slow to anger--in control, not given to fleshly (sinful) impulse

· perseverance--holding fast to hope under all conditions

· long-suffering--withstanding adversity (the adversary, Satan) without giving in momentarily

· enduring--lasting through the storms of doubt and fear--faithful throughout

· steadfast--unswerving from the goal, promise, or hope received in faith, un-swayed from the confidence of faith

· forbearing--able to love and forgive our enemies

In James 1:3-4 and 2 Peter 1:6, patience is clearly the outgrowth of the application of faith to defeat temptation;  patience, in turn, leads to the full flowing of Christ's love through us from the seed planted in our salvation.

GOD IS ABUNDANT IN LOVINGKINDNESStc "GOD IS ABUNDANT IN LOVINGKINDNESS" \l 2
 




 KINDNESS




           


 KIND     

Text:  Psalm 86

Refer to Ps 86:5, 15; Ps 59:17; Ps 145:8, 17; Jonah 4:2

Root words (all from Heb.):  


Rab (abundant, great in number, countless)


Chesed (goodness/kindness--good deeds of favor or devotion;  the combination of strength, steadfastness, and love)


Chesid (kind, pious, godly)

Discourse:  "Abundant in lovingkindness" (rab chesed) is a Hebrew idiom having the literal meaning that (Godly) love is expressed without bound, beyond imagination, and cannot be thwarted.  The phrase only occurs in the Old Testament and always in conjunction with expressions of God's mercy, grace, compassion, and/or patience; it is never used in expression of man's love or kindness.  The idiom is always used conditionally to refer to the believer--not those who are guilty.  The phrase "God is love" only occurs in the New Testament;  as noted in our study of "God is love", the Hebrew word for love is more worldly in meaning than the agape love of Greek.  The idiomatic phrase "abundant in lovingkindness" fills this void in the Hebrew expression.


There are several words for "kindness" in old Hebrew, but "chesed" is the only one which carries the combination of a loving attitude and resolve of action toward a valued other person.


Abundant in lovingkindness is much more powerful than the literal combination of the words.  The idiom carries our thought that God's kindness toward us is beyond our mind's ability to comprehend it.  We aren’t deserving, but He is good to us anyway.  Our lives and our situations often seem to separate us from God, but His lovingkindness toward us exists anyway and breaks down the seemingly great barriers between us.  The idiom serves as an exclamation point to the expression of God's mercy, grace, compassion, and patience toward us in a way that speaks of our eternal security in our (we, as saints) relationship with Him.  It is perhaps the kernel of thought behind Romans 8:37-39, "But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, not things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."


"God is kind" (chesid) is a statement that God's expressions of goodness, kindness, and love toward us is a result of His nature.  The expressions are unilateral, not contingent on our constant righteousness and obedience.


Taken in context, we believers are valued objects of God's kindness because of who we are--sons of God, rather than what we do.  His kindness is poured out on us beyond measure because we have fellowship with Him through Christ.  In this day, His lovingkindness is also manifest in us and through us as we walk by the Spirit and bear the fruit of the Spirit. (Gal. 5:22).

GOD IS GOODtc "GOD IS GOOD" \l 2
          GOODNESS

Text:  PS 118 (esp. verses 1 and 29)

Ref:  Ex 33:19;  Ps 25:8;  Ps 135:3;  Ps 145:7,9;  Jer 33:11; Lam 3:25;  Nah 1:7;  Luke 18:18-19;  Gal 5:22

Key Words:  tob (Heb) good, goodness, to be good, i.e. "good" in every sense of the word.  Anything pleasant, desireable, favorable, agreeable, joyful, etc.



agathos (Gr) good, honorable, worthy, respectible, right, reliable, dependable, virtuous



agathosune (Gr)  goodness

Discourse:  "God is good" is used in a variety of ways.  In the most prevalent sense, it is used to declare God as the source of good--delight, pleasure, success which He bestows out of His love and kindness toward us.  In another sense, it shows God to be totally good, with no evil at all, uncompromising with evil.  Another use shows God is a totally worthy God; i.e. He is everything God should be, so He is deserving of praise, worship, and adoration.


God's goodness is so great that our sinful flesh would literally rot in His presence.

God is good toward all mankind:

· in providing redemption through Christ Jesus.

· in ordering the universe to our benefit.

· in restraining the evil of the world (including in our flesh)

God is good toward the believer:

· in providing refuge, strength, and comfort to us.

· in His discipline of us (teaching and encouragement, too).

· in providing a way of escape in temptation.

· in giving us joy, hope, peace, etc.

Believers manifest the goodness of God as they are obediant to the Spirit:

· toward each other.

· toward the world.


Because God is good and goodness, His plan for the world, His plans for our lives, all His deeds, etc. are also good.  His goodness is able to correct, and does overcome, all the evil and injustice fomented by man and Satan.

GOD IS FAITHFULtc "GOD IS FAITHFUL" \l 2
           FAITHFULNESS

Test:  1 Cor 10:1-13

Ref:  Deut 7:9, 32:4;  Is 49:7;  1 Cor 1:9, 10:13;  2 Cor 1:18;  2 Thes 3:3

Key words:  emunah (Heb)  faithful, faithfulness, certainty, steady,--virtually synonymous with sedeq (righteousness), hesed (lovingkindness), and mispat (justice)



pistos (Gr)  faithful, to be trusted, reliable, of faith, not vacillating



pistis (Gr)  faith (as in Heb 11:1), faithfulness

Discourse:  "God is faithful" is used in several ways, but always with the central perspective that God is:  (1)true to His word, (2)certain to bring about prophesy, (3)sure to fulfill His promises, and (4) unwavering in His purposes/will.  This is similar to "God is true" except that "God is faithful" adds several important connotations to this basic meaning.  "God is faithful" expresses that God is unfailing in His expression of love toward the believer, that God is perfectly just in His judgements, and God's law (perfect recipe or will for living) is righteous.


The Hebrew word, emunah, is translated as both faithful (adj.) and faithfulness (n.).  The Greek separates these concepts into pistos and pistis, but combines the concepts of faith and faithfulness (in pistis).  This has created some confusion in the various translations.  However, the underlying meaning we can all understand--God is faithfulness, personified in Christ and manifest in the fruit of the Spirit, and is faithful, manifest is His love and trustworthiness.  God is the source of faith and the font of faithfulness;  these two concepts bear separate consideration.


God is faithfulness and the source of faithfulness.  God is totally reliable and trustworthy;  this is strongly proclaimed in such verses as Rom. 8:28 and 1 Cor 10:13 which declare the constancy and certainty of God's love and faithful actions toward the beloved believer.  The believer manifests faithfulness (reliability and trustworthiness) in the same way in bearing the fruit of the Spirit.


Faith is a gift from God, offerred in His love.  This includes the faith by which we receive Christ as our Lord and the faith that we need to live spirit-filled, fulfilled, successful lives.  Our faith becomes the tangible link to our unseen, but faithful and loving, God.

GOD IS SELF-CONTROLtc "GOD IS SELF-CONTROL" \l 2
 
GOD IS GENTLENESS 
tc "GOD IS  GENTLENESS 
" \l 2
 GOD IS HUMBLENESStc "GOD IS  HUMBLENESS" \l 2
       HUMILITY  

        MEEKNESS

   GENTLE

    HUMBLE






        MEEK
 

Text:  Matt 11:25-30

Ref:  Ps 18:35;  Zech 9:9;  Matt 11:29, 21:5;  2 Cor 10:1;  
Gal 5:23;  2 Pet 1:6

Keywords:
ani (Heb) humble, afflicted



anav (Heb) humble, afflicted, gentle, tamed



anavah (Heb) gentleness, humility, humbleness, meekness



praus  (Gr) gentle, humble, meek, mild



prautes (Gr) gentleness, humility, humbleness, meekness



prautes enkrateia (Gr) self-control (humble strength of will)



epieikes (Gr) gentle, patient, fore-bearing



epieikeia (Gr) gentleness, kindness, clemency



tapeinos (Gr) humble, meek, low



tapeinophrosune (Gr) humility, humbleness, lowliness

Discourse:  While each of these "God is" attributes contains a unique perspective, the spiritual concepts are so closely intertwined that it is almost impossible to discuss them separately--so we won't.  Not surprisingly, these attributes refer specifically to God the Son--Christ.  These various keywords are such close synonyms that they are used almost interchangeably between our oldest manuscripts in Greek and Hebrew, often not even distinguishing between the adjectival (i.e. gentle) and noun (i.e. gentleness) parts of speech.  This has also contributed to the rich variation in English translations.  The English words are not such close synonyms as the root Greek and Hebrew words, and it is profitable to keep this in mind in our Bible study.


The primary words applied to Christ are "anav" (Heb) and "praus" (Gr), which both mean gentle, humble, and meek in the sense of being "tame"--totally obedient to authority (God) and conformed to the will of the authority.  This is certainly an accurate description of Christ humbling Himself and being perfectly obedient even to the point of death on the cross (as in Phillip 2:6-8).


Epiekes and tapeinos are applied as a manifestation of godliness (Christ) in the believer; they carry a strong connotation of action toward others, not merely a state of being.  In epieikes/epieikeia, the shades of meaning show a furtherance of godliness, a quality of wisdom, patience and kindness toward others.  Tapeinos/tapeinophrosune connote a "lowness of pride" and a humility of mind.  Christ humbled Himself in the flesh that we might receive His perfect Spirit into ourselves to conqueror the flesh.  He has overcome sin in the flesh.  We do not sin as we submit to the Spirit of Christ.  Because Christ was gentle, humble, meek, etc., in the flesh, our actions toward others become tempered with gentleness, humility, and meekness.


None of these attributes are found in reference to God the Father.  God the Father is not humble, but neither is He proud.  Rather, He transcends these qualities in His omnipotence and glory.  Still, God is the source of these qualities to us by the Spirit.  Christ has perfected these attributes in the flesh in our behalf for us to partake in as we walk by faith.


Nothing in any of these keywords denotes weakness in their original languages; the connotation of weakness we familiarly attach to them is an inadequacy of English to express their spiritual value.  Rather, they all carry the spiritual meaning of strength and fortitude of character uncorrupted by pride.  These words express the spiritual fact that submission to the Spirit is sinless--pure, kind, and loving toward others.  Pride (the ANT.) corrupts the one who is prideful to his own hurt and also harms those with whom he comes into contact.  Notice that the words operate on two levels of meaning--(1) a state of being which bespeaks submission to God, sharing in His attributes, and (2) an active manifestation toward mankind.  God is in us as saints.  God is in us and chooses to work through us to shine His light into the world.


Prautes enkrateia (self-control) is a manifestation of the fruit of the Spirit, gained by knowledge of God's will put into practice by submission to the Spirit.  The spiritual knowledge must be acted on by faith, resulting in the flesh being put under obedience (humbled).  Notice that we only have self-control in giving our control to God.  We are out of control without Him.  God is (our) self-control.

ATTRIBUTES OF GODtc "ATTRIBUTES OF GOD"
WHICH CHRIST IS MADE TO US IN HIM

The lessons are in accordance with 1 Corinthians 1:30 as follows:

1. Wisdom

2. Righteousness

3. Sanctification  (Part 2) Justification

4. Redemption

GOD IS WISDOM TO UStc "GOD IS WISDOM TO US" \l 2
Text:  1 Cor. 1:18-31

Ref:  1 Cor 1:30 (see also Job 28:28;  Ps 111:10;  Prov 9:10;  Prov 15:33;  Is 11:2)

Keywords: chokmah (Heb) wisdom



sophia (Gr) wisdom, skill, cleverness



wisdom (Engl) the ability to make CORRECT (righteous) decisions

Discourse:  The Bible makes a great distinction between the wisdom of God and the wisdom of the world.  The wisdom of God is declared to be the only true wisdom.  We who believe God's Word recognize that this is true for several reasons:

· because God knows all things perfectly.

· because God defines righteousness (correctness).

· because God said it is so.


The wisdom of the world is based on whatever seems right in the eyes of the one making the decision.  The world teaches that in order to attain wisdom, one must gain knowledge (through extensive education) and then gain understanding (by applying analytical techniques to the knowledge base).  The world states that it is correct to make decisions which are "best" for the individual making the decision;  therefore, it is proper to make a decision out of pride and selfishness.


God has a different program.  All true wisdom comes from God.  God has presented two programs for attaining this wisdom--one in the Old Testament and one in the New Testament.  Both programs hinge on believing in the Lord, so they boil down to the same result for the believer.  Wisdom is activated by faith in the Lord.  In the Old Testament, the believer received wisdom through the teaching and leading of the Holy Spirit, who provided knowledge and understanding of the Law.  For the New Testament saint, Christ is our wisdom.  The spirit of Christ, sealed to our hearts, gives us the desire to be obedient to God in all things;  submitting to these desires automatically leads to wise decisions because they embody the true wisdom of God.  In both cases, God's program starts with wisdom (by faith in Christ) which leads to knowledge and understanding when the believer is obedient.  Thus, the world's program says that knowledge leads to understanding which leads to wisdom;  God's program says that faith leads to wisdom which leads to obedience which produces knowledge and understanding.


Since our wisdom is in Christ, it is available to every believer.  It is free and independent of power, position, wealth, or any other worldly status.  God uses the believer to astound the world, to confound worldly wisdom, and to cause the world to give Him glory (even if unknowingly).


Christ is our wisdom.  Our decisions in submission to His Spirit lead only to blessing and good;  our wisdom becomes dependent only upon our submission so our spiritual growth leads to ever wiser behavior.  But true wisdom is not even available to the nonbeliever.  True wisdom leads to decisions made out of love, holiness, and faith.  True wisdom leads to love, peace, joy, kindness, goodness, gentleness, patience, faithfulness, and self-control--i.e., the manifestation of the fruit of the Spirit in our lives.

GOD IS MY RIGHTEOUSNESStc "GOD IS MY RIGHTEOUSNESS" \l 2
Text:  Jer 33:14-18

Ref: Jer 23:6;  Jer 33:16;  1 Cor 1:30;  2 Cor 5:21;  Phil 3:9

Keywords:  tsedeq (Heb) righteousness, righteous



dikaiosune (Gr) righteousness, right, justice

Discourse:  The prophesy of our text is fulfilled in Christ Jesus.


We have already studied how God is righteous, blameless, holy, true, just, and perfect in every other way.  God's perfect righteousness separates Him from imperfect, sinful mankind.  The only way a person can enjoy fellowship with God is to be perfectly righteous.  All of us have already messed up our perfection, so we are totally dependent on the loving grace of God to make us perfectly righteous.  The prophesies of the Old Testament and the declarations of the New Testament tell us how Christ makes this gift possible by His perfect life and substitutionary sacrifice in our behalf and resurrection.


We can only declare that "God is my righteousness" by faith in the saving work of Jesus.


The phrase "the LORD is our righteousness" was recognized by Judaic scholars as an idiomatic name (a phrase which has a unified meaning which is greater than the literal meaning of the words and which is used as a single word or name) for the Anointed One of God, the Messiah (Christ).  The name shows the recognition of the work to be performed by the Messiah to reconcile the believer to God.  (Righteous Branch is another idiomatic name for Christ.)  Although God's grace was necessary for the salvation of the Old Testament saint as much as it is today, the ritualistic keeping of the Law obscured the explicit prophesies and verses of grace in the Old Testament.  Nevertheless, the idiomatic usage of "God is my righteousness" shows that many Old Testament saints knew of the necessity of God's grace.


The New Testament references emphasize the miraculous and graceful nature of the righteousness in which we are created in Christ.  Christ IS our righteousness.  We can achieve the perfect righteousness we need in no other way.


It is interesting to note that the Greek word translated "righteousness" also carries the meaning of justice.  Although "God is my justice" is not used explicitly in the Bible, we clearly attain the attitude of letting God being our justice and extracting just vengence against our enemies as His righteousness is manifest through us.  Therefore, the concept of duality between righteousness and justice is appropriately applied in the saint's life.


Recognizing the Christ is my righteousness frees me from having to strive toward perfect righteousness.  Instead, this recognition allows me freedom to live, knowing that the perfect righteousness of Christ is guiding my life.


Invariably, those who have understanding of the freedom and grace in "Christ is my righteousness" naturally manifest a more perfect walk than those who continue to strive for righteousness, denying the perfect work of Christ accomplished for us all.  True faith in Christ leads to His perfection being manifest directly in the life of the faithful saint.

GOD IS THE LORD WHO SANCTIFIEStc "GOD IS THE LORD WHO SANCTIFIES" \l 2
      HE WHO ESTABLISHES US

AT WORK IN YOU.

Text:  2 Cor 1:18-22

Ref: Ezk 20:12;  Ezk 37:28;  2 Cor 1:21-22;  Php 2:13  (see also Is 54:14 & 1 Cor 1:30)

Keywords: qadash (Heb) to be set apart or consecrated, made holy, sanctified, consecrated, wholly dedicated



hagiazo (Gr) to make holy, consecrate, sanctify



bebaioo (Gr) to confirm, strengthen, establish, secure



kun (Heb) appoint, establish, make ready, prepare, strengthen



energeo (Gr) to work, to do, accomplish, perform



melakah (Heb) work, occupation

Discourse:  Not only is it the Lord who sanctifies us, Christ is our sanctification (see 1 Cor 1:30).  Our text tells us that God establishes us in Christ, anoints us, seals us, and gives us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge (literally, a "down payment").  Establishing, anointing (consecrating), and sealing are acts of setting apart for a holy purpose, i.e. sanctifying.


In order for us to enter into the presence of God, we have to be perfect.  In ourselves, we cannot be perfect, but Christ makes us just as if we had never sinned by leading a sinless life, being the perfect sacrifice for our sins, and giving us of His perfect righteousness and life.  Furthermore, Christ leads us in all wisdom, making us progressively more righteous in our daily walk as we learn to follow His leading more perfectly.  This perfecting process is sanctification.  The instant perfection we receive in Christ, making us positionally perfect in the eyes of God, is called "justification"-"just as if I had never sinned."  The progressive perfecting in our daily walk is spiritual growth.  Both aspects of perfection are covered by sanctification.


We are established spiritually; we are strengthened to do the work which God has prepared for us to do in His name.  We are prepared for His service in instruction and gifts of the Spirit.  We are made secure--nobody can disestablish us, because God has sealed us.


We are anointed, consecrated for our Godly service.  Anointing was the physical act given as a sign of sanctification.  We are anointed in the Spirit of Christ.  As the anointing oil of old symbolically purified the anointed to God's service, we are truly made pure by Christ.  As the oil symbolized God's blessing, we are truly blessed.  God is actively working in us, blessing us and sanctifying us and using us in His service in order that we might have an eternal reward.


I think that it is interesting to note that the New Testament concept of God's work in us is active.  That is, the Bible shows God continually working the miracle of sanctification in our lives.  In contrast, the Old Testament words talk of God's work as an occupation.  This change of perspective is made possible by Christ fulfilling prophesy.  The Old Testament shows God as the source of sanctification, but the accomplishment of sanctification is made possible by the life of Christ.


We need to be cognizant that it is God who sanctifies, not we ourselves.  Let us be thankful for His work in us and for us.

GOD IS THE ONE WHO JUSTIFIEStc "GOD IS THE ONE WHO JUSTIFIES" \l 2
(GOD IS THE LORD WHO SANCTIFIES, Part 2)

Text:  Rom 8:26-39

Ref:  Rom 8:33 (see also Is 53:11)

Keywords: dikaios (Gr) to justify, acquit, declare righteous, vindicate



tsadeq (Heb) justify, acquit, vindicate, make/prove righteous



zakah (Heb) make clean/pure/blameless, justify

Discourse:  To justify--to make righteous, just as if sin had never been committed.  Justification is one of the most powerful concepts of the Bible.  Justification is the first step of sanctification.  It is the foundation of our relationship with God.  We cannot justify ourselves, but it is necessary for us to be justified--made pure, in order for us to enter into His presence.  God is absolutely perfect, and we must be absolutely perfect to enjoy fellowship with Him.  Justification is what makes this possible.


As Is. 53:11 prophesied, Christ bore our iniquities on the cross.  By His perfect life, He is legally able to die for our sins, substituting His life, and His death, for ours.  In this way, we are able to be presented blameless before God and enter into fellowship with Him.  The result is the victory that proclaimed by our study text--that nothing "shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."


Because of justification, no charge of sin can be brought against us.  No work of iniquity can be laid at our step.  We are perfectly righteous.  Justification establishes us in the now as we will be when Christ finishes His work of sanctification in us and delivers us into the heavenly presence of God.


God is the One Who justifies.  Christ is our justification.  We are justified by the presence of the Spirit of Christ sealed to our hearts.  It is His righteousness that makes us righteous.  It is His life that becomes our obedience to God.  The presence of His Spirit changes us completely so that our true desires are now of righteousness rather than of sin.  As a result our works become changed.  The fact of our justification creates the mechanism of our further sanctification in our daily walk.


Justification is more powerful than forgiveness.  The act of forgiving does not wipe out the deed which is forgiven; forgiveness presupposes guilt.  Justification wipes out guilt; it erases the sin.  God is perfectly just, so He cannot judicially justify us on our own works.  We are justified because Christ has paid the price for our sins and rebuilt us in His righteousness.  So Paul was able to say, "So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which indwells me (my flesh)" (Rom 7:17).  Justification is more than a pardon--it is a transformation.


We are justified by faith in Christ Jesus, and this justification changes us totally into the perfect spiritual being we were intended to be from the creation.  As we live by the faith which brought us into this justification, we are sanctified in our works.

GOD IS OUR REDEMPTIONtc "GOD IS OUR REDEMPTION" \l 2
   MY REDEEMER

Text:  Is 54

Ref: Is 44:24;  Is 48:17;  Is 49:7;  Is 54:5,8;  Is 63:16;  1 Cor 1:30

Keywords: gaal (Heb) to redeem, to act as kinsman



padah (Heb) to ransom, redeem, rescue



exagorazo (Gr) to buy up, ransom, redeem, rescue from loss



lutroo (Gr) redeem, release by ransom



apolutroo (Gr) redemption, release

Discourse:  It is clear in all of the references and elsewhere in the Bible that our Lord, Christ Jesus, is our redeemer.  Indeed, one of the primary concepts attached to the office of Messiah (Christ, Anointed One of God) is that of redemption.


Old Testament law and traditions provided for redemption in several ways.  (1) Property could be ransomed/redeemed from a forced sale by the original owner or near kinsman.  (2) A person could be redeemed from bond-service or obligation by a near kinsman; this bond-service could have been begun voluntarily (for a variety of reasons) or involuntarily due to a debt caused by a crime.  (3) A widow could be redeemed from the "disgrace and desolation" of widowhood by a near kinsman of her husband.  God redeemed Israel from Egypt, where they had become bond-slaves of Pharaoh when they obtained refuge from the famine in Canaan.  Ruth was redeemed from widowhood by Boaz; our text shows God as our redeemer from our spiritual widowhood (brought on by our sin nature).  The New Testament emphasizes our redemption by the blood of Christ for the cost of our sins.  Although there are several seemingly diverse concepts of redemption here, there is a common unifying set of principles:

· Redemption restores rightful ownership

· Redemption restores perfect freedom

· Redemption pays all debts and establishes a new, pure record

· Redemption must be accomplished by a near kinsman.

Each person needs to be redeemed because sin puts us into slavery to Satan, to unrighteousness.  Sin causes our first spiritual "husband" (the faith in our Maker in our innocence) to die, leaving us the reproach of widowhood.


Jesus Christ meets all of the requirements to be a redeemer of each of us.  He is "related" to us by the flesh and by His being our Creator.  He is our rightful owner.  He is able to redeem us because He paid the price for our sin with His blood on the cross.  By His perfect life in the flesh, Jesus proved to be our kinsman, but He did not become enslaved through sin.


Under Roman law, we are indebted to Christ for the ransom He paid for us.  We are indebted forever since the cost He paid is incalculable; we can never pay because all of our finite resources belong to Him.  It is only in slavery (indebtedness) to righteousness that we obtain true freedom.


  The Bible is a unique Scripture among the scriptures of all religions.  No religion outside of the Judeo-Christian realm has the concept of redemption by God.


The act of redemption is an act of great love freely offered.  How great a love our God has bestowed upon us.
ATTRIBUTES OF GODtc "ATTRIBUTES OF GOD"
WHICH SHOW GOD'S LOVING LEADERSHIP OF OUR LIVES

Arrange the lessons showing God's leadership of our lives in the following order:

1. My Shepherd

2. My Lamp, A Light, A Sun

3. My Teacher

GOD IS MY SHEPHERDtc "GOD IS MY SHEPHERD" \l 2
THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD

Text:  Ps 23;  John 10:1-18

Ref: Ps 23:1;  Ps 78:52;  Ps 80:1;  Is 40:11;  Ezek 34;  John 10:11;  1 Pet 2:25

Keywords: raah (Heb) to pasture, tend or graze;  shepherd;  keeper



poimen (Gr) shepherd, pastor



archpoimen (Gr) chief shepherd

Discourse:  "THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD" speaks as much about us as sheep as it does about God/Christ as our shepherd.  It embodies the deep personal relationship of love and caring of the Lord for us and our total dependency upon Him.  Notice that the Hebrew word for shepherd has a root meaning "to pasture".  All the needs of the sheep are fulfilled by the good shepherd--

· food, pasture

· water

· rest, peace, shade

· security, rescue, protection

· leadership, direction, discipline

· a special identity

As a result of these attributes, all leaders of people are charged to be good shepherds, even as the Lord.  The shepherd must exhibit total commitment and love toward the sheep, separate from any commitment of the sheep.


Sheep are imaged in the Bible as helpless, dependent animals.  Sheep tend to go astray (Is 53:6), and they need to be led to pasture and rest (Num 27:17 & Ps 23).  But sheep are also the source of wealth.  For all of their weaknesses, they are precious.


The Biblical shepherd would lead the sheep forth from the sheepfold by singing to them.  The sheep would follow the voice of the shepherd/owner and nobody else.  The sheep would only tend to stray if they did not hear the shepherd's voice (as during a windstorm, in an echoing ravine, with many other sounds present, or if the shepherd got tired and stopped singing).  There are many times we do not hear the Lord's voice, but He never tires of "singing" to us.  When a sheep was purchased, the new shepherd would spend time with the new sheep feeding it and singing to it so it would identify his voice.  I think the initial joys and blessings we experience as baby believers are the spiritual counterpart to this practice.


The Lord is the perfect shepherd, eventhough we are imperfect sheep.  He is true, loving, and perfect in fulfilling all of the duties of the shepherd.  In Him, all of our needs are met and our lives are made full.

GOD IS MY LAMPtc "GOD IS MY LAMP" \l 2

  A LIGHT


A SUN

Text:  2 Sam 22 (esp. vs. 28-30) (David's Song of Deliverance)

Ref:  2 Sam 22:29;  Ps 27:1;  Ps 84:11;  Mic 7:8

(see also Ps 18:28; Is 59:19; Mal 4:2; Rev 21:23; Rev 22:5)

Keywords: ner (Heb) lamp, torch



or (Heb) light (esp. sunlight or daylight)



shemesh (Heb) sun, daylight



helios (Gr) sun

Discourse:  Without God, we are in spiritual darkness.  God is light, and God (most specifically, Christ) is a lamp unto the feet of the believer and a sun to those who walk in the paths of righteousness.  When we studied "God is light", we noted that the Bible often equates light with righteousness and darkness with evil.  This lesson looks more deeply at "God is light" from the perspective of the believer.


First, we see that God leads us by His light unto righteousness.  This is accomplished in several ways.  Christ IS our righteousness (light) and leads us by the Spirit.  Christ provides us the example of righteousness in the flesh by His perfect life.  God's Word declares the way of righteousness.  In all these ways, God works to shed spiritual light (righteousness) in the life of the believer.  The Bible uses the concept of sunlight to illustrate this point because it is easy to see the right path in the light of day.


Second, God provides hope for us when we are in dark despair.  He is our lamp (hope) when we are under attack by the forces of evil, so although we may feel enclosed by darkness, this hope allows us to live by faith that God is working all things together for our good, shielding us and protecting us.  In turning to Christ, we see the light no matter how dark things might seem.  The proverbial light at the end of the tunnel talked about by the world is far away;  the Lamp of God is close at hand.  The lamp goes with us to guide each step.  We might not be able to see far off by this lamp, but we are assured that we are going in the right direction.


Third, God, our Sun, gives us joy, comfort, energy to grow, and clear sight.  Christ brings us out of the spiritual darkness of sin into the light of the love of God.  Instead of being isolated by darkness, we are in fellowship with God.  Instead of being lost, we are found;  our lives have gained worth because of Christ in our lives.  Just as the sun is necessary to life on earth, Christ is necessary to our spiritual life;  without Christ, we are dead.  In Christ, we gain the fruit of the Spirit as we walk by His light, so we have love, joy, peace, etc.


Personally, I find it interesting that the stark, impersonal declaration that "God is light" is found in the New Testament; whereas these Old Testament references are highly personal.  As you look up the reference verses, look at the personal confidence and expectation of salvation expressed my those saints declaring God is my light, my lamp, my sun.

GOD IS MY TEACHERtc "GOD IS MY TEACHER" \l 2
Text:  Is 48:17-19

Ref:  Is 30:20;  Is 48:17;  John 13:13-14

Keywords: lamad (Heb) teach, teacher, learn, learned, expert, trained, trainer



moreh (Heb) teacher



didaskalos (Gr) teacher, an instructor



rhabbi, rhabbouni (Helenistic Heb) my teacher, my master

Discourse:  God is my teacher.  This is true for the believer in the classic teacher-student sense.  A teacher is a highly revered individual in all but our modern society.  The teacher is responsible for the discipline, the training, and the development of the student.  The teacher instructs the student in a program designed to the student's needs according to the best welfare of the student;  the good teacher imparts wisdom and counsel so that the student is increasingly better able to live and grow.  The payment of the teacher is the success and prosperity of the student.  For the student's part, the student willingly submits to the discipline of the teacher and obeys faithfully all of the instruction of the teacher and accords the highest respect and honor to the teacher.  While under the instruction of the teacher (i.e., until graduation), the student would never leave the presence of the teacher day or night;  the student would never question the teacher except when the teacher provided the appropriate opportunity.  When the student "enrolled" with a teacher, it would be to complete a certain course for as long as necessary to complete the course, but not to exceed a certain period of time.  This classic teacher-student relationship is embodied in the Biblical language and verses which apply to God as our teacher.


The classic student-teacher relationship is very special.  It is a relationship dependent upon the absolute trust and faith of the student in the teacher.  It is likewise dependent upon the loving care and sincere concern of the teacher for the student.  Our God is surely true to His role as teacher.  Christ is our teacher, and our lessons lead to our sanctification wherein we become more and more like our teacher.  Christ is our standard of perfection.  The Holy Spirit, The Helper, is the teaching assistant, guiding us in each new assignment and maintaining the discipline of the Lord.  The Helper ensures that each student has the tools necessary to do the will of the Master.  Everyone who belongs to the school is bound together by the common discipline, the common principles (law), and the common brotherhood.  The senior students care for and help the junior students, and the school stands united against any opponent of the school or of the teacher.  So we are in the Body of Christ united against the devil and against the evil principles contrary to our discipline of love.


Upon "graduation", the student becomes entitled to the respect and priviledges of the teacher, in proportion to the rank the student has attained in his discipline.  We in Christ will graduate when we shed this robe of flesh.  We will then receive the rewards of rank appropriate to what we have attained in obedience to the discipline of our Lord.  We shall never be greater than our Master, but we shall share in His glory and honor according to the growth we have attained.

ATTRIBUTES OF GODtc "ATTRIBUTES OF GOD"
WHICH REFLECT BY THE FAITH OF THE SAINT

The lessons showing the recognition of God by the saint (with their consequences) in the following order:

1. My God, My King, My Lord

2. Glorified, My Glory, Resplendent, Glorious

3. Pure

4. My Hope

5. My Praise

GOD IS MY GOD, MY KING, MY LORDtc "GOD IS MY GOD, MY KING, MY LORD" \l 2
Text:  Ps 25

Ref:  2 Chr 13:10;  Ps 22:3;  Ps 25:2,5;  Ps 47:6;  Ps 74:12;  Is 33:22;  Is 49:7;  Zeph 3:15;  Zech 13:9;  John 13:13,14

Keywords: elohim (Heb) God (plural in form, singular in use)



kurios (Gr) supreme in authority, God, Lord, Master



melek (Heb) king, royal



basileus (Gr) king, one who rules/reigns



YHVH (Yehovah) (Heb) self-existent one, LORD



adoniyyahu (Heb) "my Lord is YHVH", Lord

Discourse:  "God is (my God, my King, my Lord)" is a statement of faith by a saint.  As such, it has no meaning to the unbelieving world.  The Bible uses the reference verses to show a relationship that exists between the believer and God that does not exist between God and the world.  While God is God of gods, King of kings, and Lord of lords, His supreme authority is manifested differently toward the believer than toward the world.  The world rejects the authority of God only to incur judgement for this error.  The believer recognizes God's authority and enjoys a personal relationship with God;  this changes the perspective of God-ship, kingship, and lordship.


"God is my God" says that the saint recognizes the saving work of God in his/her life and sees God as praiseworthy and deserving of worship.  God rewards this confession with inner peace and joy and knowledge of the pardon made possible by His love toward us.  He also works to sanctify the saint;  this will involve removing those idols which the saint may yet harbor in his/her daily walk.  "God is my God" shows God as an actively loving God, caring for the saint.


"God is my King" says that the saint appreciates the absolute authority and justice of God over his/her life, specifically, as well as over the entire creation generally.  God rewards this confession with protection and hope.  He uses His authority to "hedge us about" and to provide us with armor for the daily spiritual conflict in which we are involved.  The hope He provides us includes the hope of salvation and the hope for final justice/righteous judgement.  Hope through Christ is the foundation of the faith we each need to exercise daily to live victorious lives.


"God is my Lord" says that the saint recognizes his/her position of service to the Lord and appreciates the teaching, leading, and guidance of the Lord for his/her life.  God rewards this confession with wisdom, prosperity, and self-worth/fulfillment.  This work of the Lord leads the saint to greater service, to spiritual growth, and to greater opportunity for reward.


Each confession by the saint is directly related to God's activity in the saint's life.  God's activity is increased by the willingness of the saint to acknowledge God as God in his/her life.  This results in the greater growth and blessing of the saint spiritually.  God desires to work His wonders in our lives, but He lovingly repects our free will.  Our confession of His authority over our lives enables Him to do greater work in us and through us because we become the willing vessels of His will.

GOD IS GLORIFIEDtc "GOD IS GLORIFIED" \l 2
      MY GLORY

                             CLOTHED WITH SPLENDER & MAJESTY

         RESPLENDENT

      GLORIOUS

Text:  Ps 104 (esp. vs. 1-4 & 31-35)

Ref:  Job 37:22;  Ps 3:3;  Ps 62:7;  Ps 76:4;  Ps 93:1;  Ps 104:1;  Is 3:8;  Is 26:15;  John 13:31-32



(see also 2 Cor 3:18;  2 Thes 1:10,12)

Keywords:  kabed or kabad (Heb) (lit.--to be heavy), greatly honored or glorified



kabod (Heb) abundance, honor, glory, splender



paar (Heb) beautify, glorify



doxazo (Gr) to render esteem, glorify, praise



endoxazo (Gr) glorified, held in honor

Discourse:  There are 3 distinct aspects of this study:  the fact of God's glory, how God is glorified, and how God brings glory upon the believer.


God is glorious.  He is clothed with splender and majesty.  He is resplendent.  God's glory is more than merely being awesome in our sight.  God is so magnificent in His appearance and in His works that His splender and glory is beyond our comprehension.  God's glory is closely linked with His self-revelation to us.  The more we know of God, the more beautify and awesome and glorious He is in our "sight"--truly worthy to be praised and worshipped.  Our sight requires faith to really perceive the glory of God, just as the disciples saw the glory of Christ while the world saw only a carpenter's son, but this will all change in Christ's Kingdom.  The revelation of God is not merely in His Word;  we find Him revealed in the whole creation (Rom 1:19-20), in His works, in Christ, and in the heart of the believer.


The Hebrew words applied to God's glory are derived from a root that means "heavy or weighty."  In the figurative sense, they imply something impressive and very valuable.  Certainly the common slang, "He's heavy," applies to God in the same sense.  Glory applied to God always comes from words that maintain this sense of greatness.  On the other hand, glory applied to man is in the sense of beauty, except when God's glory is applied to the believer.


God is glorified is several distinct ways.  We glorify God when we worship Him by recognizing His greatness, His worthiness, and His work in us (especially our salvation).  God is also glorified by the world's acknowledgement of His righteousness and judgement;  not surprisingly, most of this aspect of glorification is reserved for Christ's revelation at the end of the tribulation, although God is glorified in the instances of judgements as in the Old Testament against the various nations.  Thus, God is glorified in His revelation to the world, especially in Christ.  And God is glorified in every fulfillment of prophesy, for surely the world cannot stop any aspect of God's Word from being fulfilled.


God shares His glory with the believer in Christ.  Our personal relationship with Christ allows our lives to be transformed into His likeness.  In this transformation, we receive glory--we become worthy and partake of His holiness and righteousness.  Eventually, we shall also be revealed in our perfection that God has worked in us separate from the flesh, and our glory will be complete for all eternity.  We glorify God in our obedience to His Spirit, and He gives us glory in return.  (2 Cor 3:18)

GOD IS PUREtc "GOD IS PURE" \l 2
Text:  (2 Sam 22);  1 John 3:1-12

Ref:  2 Sam 22:27;  1 John 3:3

Keywords: barar (Heb) to purify, cleanse, purge, select



hagnos (Gr) free from defilement, holy, sacred, chaste, free from sin, innocent, pure

Discourse:  God is pure, absolutely free from sin, totally separated from sin, infinitely holy and righteous.  It is a miracle of His love that He would have anything to do with us, sinful mankind.  Yet, Christ emptied Himself of diety in order to live a perfect life in the flesh, died for our sins on the cross, and conquered physical and spiritual death in order for us to fellowship with God.  Both of the reference verses show that we, the believers in Christ, are made pure and then God shows Himself to be pure to us.  The fact that God is pure speaks more of His love for us and His purifying work in us than even His infinite purity.


It is important for us as believers to realize that we are pure because He who abides in us is perfectly pure.  It is easier for us to realize what the true motivations of our hearts are when we see that we are purified in the heart by His work.  There is absolutely nothing impure in Him; therefore, the real us is pure.


It is also easy to see the works of God in the world in contrast to the works of the devil in the world.  God will not have anything to do with sin, evil, un-holiness, or unrighteousness.  Although He tolerates the contamination of His perfect creation for this time, His purity also assures us that all evil-doing will be brought to justice.  Our observation of God's works in the world provide a testimony to us that He is being true to His Word, and our faith is strengthened.  The world observes the purity of God in His works and is brought to fear the condemnation that awaits them.


Let us also focus on the love of God demonstrated through Christ.  If it were not for His love, we would have been destroyed long ago.  Yet God, the Son, came to dwell among us, to associate with sinners, in order to reconcile us to Himself.  Christ made it possible for the purity of God to be maintained while yet fellowshipping with us who are yet to be revealed in our perfection.


There is another good working definition of "pure" that I think adds understanding to this lesson.  "Pure" is to be 100% what is supposed to be and 0% what is not supposed to be.  With this definition, God is the only true God, the only one able to be all that God is to be.  Likewise, as we believers are made pure by Christ, it means that we start to live as God designed us to live for the first time.  We were designed to have fellowship with God and to be incomplete without that fellowship.  Now we are complete and we are able to grow in our fellowship with God because He has made us pure.  We are truly human as God made us to be rather than as the world is.

GOD IS MY HOPEtc "GOD IS MY HOPE" \l 2
                             THE ONE WHO LIFTS MY HEAD

                           MY CONFIDENCE

Text:  Ps 71:1-8

Ref: Ps 3:3;  Ps 71:5;  Jer 14:8;  Jer 17:13;  1 Tim 1:1

Keywords: tiqvah (Heb) hope, expectation, longing



miqve (Heb) hope (der fm qavah = wait for, look for)



mibtach (Heb) confidence, security, trust



elpis (Gr) hope, expectation, pleasurable anticipation



parresia (Gr) freedom of speech, confidence, boldness

Discourse:  Hope is an eager expectation of the yet unseen, the promise to be revealed.  Although we often express hope in the world with uncertainty (as in "I hope to win the lottery"), the hope of the Bible is a hope of certainty, a thing to be grasped in faith.  The Bible links hope and confidence in the expression of faith.  The objects of Biblical hope are God's promises, especially His promises of salvation, deliverance from sin, and eternal glory.  In Romans 5:4, we see that hope is an outgrowth of proven character which is built in us by the Holy Spirit as He delivers us through the tribulations of life, simultaneously building our faith in Christ.  The recurring theme is, "live by faith in the Lord, and you will be perfected in Him."  A result of our perfection in Christ is an increase in our hope and our confidence in this life.  The concept is brought to its ultimate expression by "God is my hope."  Our spiritual maturity gives greater expression to Christ through our lives, including the confidence of faith in His promises to us.  As Christ lives through us, the objects of our hope become more real and more revealed to us.  Our faithful obedience in Christ leads us to understand His plan(s) and confirms to us His faithfulness.


Hope is used, then, to describe the objects of our hope, to define our actions/attitudes of hope, and to show the means of the fulfillment of our hope.


We have hope for salvation.  We have hope for deliverance from sin, both in eternity (total ultimate deliverance) and presently (from the present attacks in the flesh).  We have hope of eternal glory and fellowship with God, our creator and He who loves us.  By faith, we claim these things as already accomplished in Christ Jesus, eventhough we do not always see the fruit of His redemption in some of our daily deeds.  We have hope for His blessings as He has promised us; this hope leads us to be obedient to the conditions of His blessing associated with the promises we desire to gain.


Our attitudes of hope are expressed in our holding fast by faith to the promises we have received in spite of their "distant" fulfillment.  Our faithfulness leads to patience, perseverance, long-suffering, and endurance, but it is in the eager expectation of the fulfillment of the promise that we find the strength to endure and overcome the present trials and the bold confidence of victory.  Without the hope of blessing, our faith is not anchored sufficiently to endure.  Without faith, our hope is uncertain and dim.


Christ Jesus gives us hope, confidence, and faith.  But more than this, Christ Jesus is our hope; He is our confidence and faith.  His life, death, and resurrection reveal the fulfillment of God's promises of salvation, deliverance, and blessings.  It is His work in us that perfects us in this life for the life to come.  It is only faith in Jesus that builds our hope.  It is only our hope in Jesus that builds our faith.  It is only Christ in us by which we have hope and faith.

GOD IS MY PRAISEtc "GOD IS MY PRAISE" \l 2
Text:  Jer 17:5-18

Ref:  Deut 10:21;  Jer 17:14


(see also Is 61:11;  Jer 33:9;  1 Cor 4:5)

Keywords: tehillah (Heb) praise, song of praise (not "halal"(Heb) to acclaim, to boast, to praise)



epainos (Gr) praise, worthy of praise, fame

Discourse:  There are about 200 individual verses which exhort us to praise God.  Praise is a central theme in our worship of God.  Praise is an acclamation of worthiness and greatness.  Praise is a confession of thanksgiving.  Our praise of God acknowledges His greatness in our lives, His love for us, His glory, and our dependence upon Him;  in other words, our praise of God affirms His total Godliness in our eyes.  Praise is our means of expressing our love for God to Him.  The reference in Deut 10:21 can be expressed "the Lord is your reason to offer songs of praise" (He is the only true God).


Praise offered from human to human is normally an expression of thanks for some good deed of the one praised ( like "attaboys" for instance).  Praise offered from human to human acclaiming greatness is usually hollow flattery.


Praise applied to us is also an acclamation of worthiness and greatness, but it is worthy praise only if it comes from God.  In this context, Jer 17:14 tells us that we who have faith in the Lord have praise from Him.  This bears further examination.


We all have a need to know that we are worth something in this great scheme of the universe.  Although we are as insignificant as the grain of sand on the seashore, we need to know that somebody cares about our existance.  In the world, we fool ourselves into believing we are important through our pride, but our time passes and our mark on the world is washed away by time.  It is only through Christ Jesus that we become somebody.  It is He who has valued us so much as to have died for our sins in order to reconcile us to God, giving us life in His resurrection.  His love for us makes us valuable/worthy.  It is in Christ that we are remembered beyond time.  It is in Christ that we are glorified in eternity.  It is in Christ that we are made praise-worthy even as He is praiseworthy.  Our praise does not surpass God's; rather, it is even a greater reason for us to offer praises to Him.  By His praise of us, we are released from the hollow and destructive pride of the flesh.  His reward for us is eternal, not temporal.  His love for us is eternal, not ephemeral.  Our worth is now established in Christ, and our glory is to be revealed.  Our reward is based upon our obedience to the Spirit, but it is He who works both to will and to do in us.  Every aspect of our praise is a work of God in us.


Therefore, "God is my praise" establishes my praise in eternity and my will to praise God eternally.
ATTRIBUTES OF GODtc "ATTRIBUTES OF GOD"
WHICH SHOW GOD'S POSITION AS THE FATHER TO SAINTS

...BUT NOT TO THE EVIL

The lessons showing the special relationship of God the Father to the believer as follows:

1. The Father

2. My Portion, My Cup, Good to Me, Our Inheritance

3. Known

4. Near, With Us, In Our Midst

5. Far from the Wicked, Opposed to the Proud, ...

GOD IS THE FATHERtc "GOD IS THE FATHER" \l 2
Text:  Is 64

Ref: 2 Sam 7:14;  1 Chr 22:10;  Ps 68:5;  Ps 89:26;  Is 9:6;  Is 63:16;  Is 64:8;  Jer 3:4,19;  Jer 31:9;  Luke 3:38;  Rom 8:15;  1 Cor 11:3;  Gal 4:6;  Heb 1:5;  Heb 12:9;  1 John 1:3

Keywords: ab (Heb) father; forefather, ancestor; household



gennao (Gr) father, sire, produce, beget, bring forth



abba (Gr) father, daddy, dad



pater (Gr) father (respectfully)

Discourse:  There are several important perspectives to be cherished in the concept of "God is the Father".  Each is important in itself, but there is also a collective message for us to glean.  The reference list for this lesson is only partial, but representative of the points of view.  God is called the Father about 250 times in the NT.


"God is the Father" is precious to us as believers because it speaks of a close, even intimate, personal relationship between God and each of us.  The most revealing reference is Romans 8:15, where the Greek words abba and pater are used with each other to emphasize both this close, familiar, loving relationship of father (abba=daddy) and son;  and the respect due the father (pater) as the head of the family, the source of family authority (and discipline) and the teacher/leader/priest of the family.  For the New Testament saint, we are blessed with the Father abiding in us;  how much closer a relationship can one have?


The Hebrew concept of father, ab, is very complex.  The concept embodies several distinct concepts which are each applied with in different contexts:

· to sire, beget, or bring forth

· to be the first or original

· to be the ancestor (literal father or grandfather, etc.)

· to found or create

Most of the uses of "father" in the Old Testament refer to physical fathers/ancestors.  The term "ab" does not carry with it a necessity of being the immediate progenitor of a generation; it can refer to any male ancestor.  The few references to God as the Father in the Old Testament are invariably connected to Israel or to Christ.  God is portrayed as the Father of Israel, having made them His chosen people, having made them a nation, and having been faithful to them as Father even though they were unfaithful children.  God did indeed "father" the nation of Israel, and the nation collectively represents us in Christ individually.   The intimate father-son relationship found in the New Testament is reserved in the Old Testament to the Father and the Christ.  However, Is 9:6 refers to Christ as the "Everlasting/ eternal Father"; while some scholars say this refers to Christ as literally the "founder of eternity", I think it speaks of His spiritual fatherhood toward us as believers and our adoption as sons.  (We see that we obtain this special relationship with God the Father through the Spirit of Christ).  (See also 1 Cor 11:3).


God is the Father of mankind.  This concept is explicitly stated in the genealogy of Christ in Luke 3:39, where Adam, the physical father of us all is declared the son of God.


Let us examine the Old Testament duties of the father and relate the to the Father.  The Old Testament Law provides for the father to be the head of the household, to be (with the mother) respected and honored by the children and all other members of the household.  The father was responsible for the well-being of the family unit (Deut 1:31) and for its discipline (Deut 8:5).  In providing for the family, the good father would provide an inheritance to assure the well-being of future generations  The father was responsible for being a teacher of the faith and for acting as a priest of the family (Deut 6:7, 20;  Prov 4:1-9).  Throughout the Bible, God is shown to be faithful toward Israel and toward us in carrying out these fatherly duties.  God as our teacher, God as our deliverer, God as our portion, God as our stronghold, God as our refuge, and God as our shepherd all emphasize different aspects of His fulfillment of these fatherly duties.


The term "father" is also used as a title of respect for people having service of honor, governmental, or spiritual authority.  "Father to the needy" (Job 29:16) indicates one who is generous to the poor.  Joseph becoming a "father to Pharaoh" (Gen 45:8) indicates his position as a trusted advisor and chief executive in Egypt.  Since all authority comes from God (Rom 13:1) and all honor belongs to God in heaven and on earth, it is appropriate to use this title of high respect to refer to Him.


God the Father is especially used to refer to the First Person of the Trinity.  The Father qualifies us to share in the inheritance of the saints (God is our portion).  It is He who draws us to the Son through the working of the Spirit.  He is the architect of the creation and of the plan of salvation.  He is the giver of all things by the Spirit.  He is the source of all authority.  The impact of "God the Father" on early believers coming out of Judaism must have been substantial; the Old Testament tradition viewed God as too holy to approach, much less to have the ideal of a father-son relationship.  (Which is not to say that the Old Testament saints did not develop a close relationship with God--David is an excellent example.  But we saints remained separated from God until Christ made His Spirit available to us.)  The Jews have the concept of the Trinity, but it is embodied in "Elohim"--a plural word used as the singular God.


God, the Father of Christ, is revealed in Christ.  Jesus did the Father's will and lived in perfect oneness with the Father while in the flesh; therefore, the life of Christ reveals the character and will of the Father perfectly.  This aspect of "God the Father" is important to us that we may appreciate the perfect Father in contrast to the imperfect earthly fathers we have known.  Jesus has demonstrated His love, His compassion, His mercy, His forgiveness, His grace, His perfect discipline.  The Father's character is manifest visibly in Christ. (see John 14).  The Father-Son relationship in the Trinity also tells us of the eternal nature and Godly attributes possessed by the Son which had to be set aside for the moment to conqueror sin in the flesh. (Phlp 2).


God our Father tells us as believers that we have been welcomed into the family of God.  He is acting faithfully as our Father.  He rewards us and disciplines us.  He knows and supplies our needs.  He listens to our prayers.  He lavishes His love and countless good gifts on us.  He works all things together for our good.  He has set a pattern for our lives, and provided the example of the life of Christ.  He teaches us.  He has given us tasks to do in the family and judges us for rewards accordingly.  We have access to our Father at any time and we bear fruit of His presence as we fellowship with Him.  We are freed from the anxieties of life in knowing that we are sons of God and that He is the faithful Father.  ABBA, FATHER!
GOD IS MY PORTIONtc "GOD IS MY PORTION" \l 2
      MY CUP

       

GOOD TO ME/US

        

   OUR INHERITANCE

Text:  Ps 16 & Lam 3:19-38 (esp 19-26)

Ref: Deut 18:2;  Josh 13:33;  Ps 16:5;  Ps 73:26;  Ps 119:57;  Ps 142:5;  Lam 3:24,25;  Rom 8:16-17

Keywords: cheleq (Heb) portion, tract, inheritance, legacy, lot, territory, share, reward



menath (Heb) portion (an appointed/numbered part)



nachalah (Heb) inheritance, property, possession, heritage



kleronomia (Gr) inheritance, lot, portion



kleronomos (Gr) heir



kos (Heb) cup



poterion (Gr) cup

Discourse:  A "portion" in Hebrew refers to a permanent property right, especially one which can be passed down from generation to generation.  Therefore, a portion is an inheritance.  However, a portion can also refer to a gift or allotment which can become an inheritance for future generations.  There is an underlying concept for the existence of the portion--the portion guarantees the future well-being (fulfillment of needs) of the portion-holder and his decedents.  Although usually applying to land and other physical possessions, the Lord is the spiritual portion for the believer; He is the guarantor and fulfillment of all of our spiritual needs.  The inheritance of the Levites ensured their well-being, but it also foreshadowed our spiritual well-being as priests of Christ.


The cup represents an inheritable birthright.  In many countries 3000 years ago, a special cup would be made of precious materials to represent the authority and birthright of the head of the family.  It is a form of an inheritance which brings with it responsibilities and authorities (and accountability before God).  The responsibilities of birthright are related to providing physical and spiritual leadership for the family, providing for the needs and security of the family, and ensuring everything is right and proper in the conduct of family affairs.  The cup then became a significant symbol of office for kings, representing the authority of the king over the "national family".  The birthright spiritually included the promises of God, conferred through the first-born with a double inheritance.  We receive these promises through Jesus Christ, the first-born inheritor of God, the cup owner for the family of God.


In the Old Testament (under Hebrew tradition), heir-ship of an inheritance did not exist until the owner died.  The owner could allocate a portion to an heir-to-be for his use, but the owner retained full ownership until his death.  In the New Testament (under Roman law), heir-ship was established by birth (or adoption), not death, and ownership was shared.  The father retained ultimate control as the head of the household, but all the heirs shared a common right of ownership.  These concepts of inheritance are fulfilled spiritually in Christ.  His death established our OT right of inheritance; His resurrection to eternal life enables us to co-own/share the His eternal kingdom by the NT right of inheritance.  Our inheritance is established by our spiritual birth and ensures our spiritual well-being for eternity, but it also provides us with spiritual authority through Christ Jesus over all He owns (all things in heaven and on earth).  The OT inheritance gives us deliverance from sin; the NT inheritance gives us authority over sin.

GOD IS KNOWN (by SAINTS)tc "GOD IS KNOWN (by SAINTS)" \l 2
Text: Ps 76

Ref:  Ps 76:1  (see also Ps 48:3 and John 10:1-18)
(contrast with Is 45:4-5)

Keywords: yada (Heb) to know, have knowledge, perceive, recognize



ginosko (Gr) to (come to) know, perceive, recognize



oida (Gr) to have seen/perceived, to know (with understanding)

Discourse:  "God is known in Judah; His name is great in Israel." (Ps 76:1).  Judah/Israel here represents all of us as true believers (saints).  That God is known by we who believe in Christ would seem to be trivially obvious.  Nevertheless, how often do we who believe act as if we do not know God well enough to know His will?  Psalm 76 testifies that God has revealed Himself to us for certain as the true and living God and in power so that we recognize His will.


The Old Testament words used for "to know" are the Hebrew word "yada" and the Greek word "ginosko" (in the Septuagint).  As they are used in Psalm 76:1, they have the connotation of "coming into knowledge."  God is known, but the knowledge is progressively growing.  Invariably the context shows God actively revealing Himself and His will to each of His saints.  In contrast, those pursuing idol worship do not know God. (See Is 45) To know God leads to the true worship of God.  To know God is to perceive His work in our lives and in the world around us.  To know God is to reverently do His will.


In the New Testament, the Greek word is changed to "oida", which carries a connotation of knowledge with understanding.  To a scholar of classic Greek, "oida" is a much less common word to use than "ginosko"; this change would be most obvious to the early church having knowledge of the Septuagint.  The message is this:  God is known because of His work in us, but now it is stated as a completed action rather than a progressive action.  The difference is Christ.  We New Testament saints have the advantage of knowing God by His indwelling us, being intimately sealed to our souls.  Because we know God, we hear His voice and follow Him.


Notice that "God is known" carries both the recognition of God as God and the recognition of His will.

The power of "God is known" is well summarized in John 10:14-15, "I am the good shepherd; and I know My own, and My own know Me, even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep."  We know Him who has revealed Himself to us;  He who has redeemed us to do His will.

GOD IS NEARtc "GOD IS NEAR" \l 2

   WITH US


              IN OUR MIDST

GOD GOES WITH US

Text:  Jer 23:23-24

Ref:  Num 14:14;  Deut 7:21;  Deut 20:4;  Deut 31:6;  2 Chr 15:2;  Ps 14:5;  Ps 23:4;  Ps 34:18;  Ps 68:17;  Ps 119:151;  Ps 145:18;  Jer 23:23;  Luke 1:28;  Phil 4:5

Keywords: qarab (Heb) come near, approach



qarob (Heb) near, at hand, close, related



eggus (Gr) near, at hand (lit.--in a hug)

Discourse:  God is near/with the saint, BUT He is far from the sinner/wicked.  The fact that God is with the saint is important to us.  He was with the Old Testament saint, but His Spirit would come and go as the saint sought God or sinned (see 2 Chr 15:2).  For us as New Testament saints, God is with us by abiding in our very being through the Spirit of Christ (see John 14:23), and He abides with us forever and ever.  His presence with us blesses us with the comfort of His love, the knowledge of His protective presence, His teaching/guidance to us, and all of the other benefits of His fellowship.


"God is with us" is also with purpose.  His presence with us is a testimony to the world that we are His.  The world observes God with us and is caused to fear the coming judgement and is called to receive the pardon available through Jesus Christ.  In other words, part of our ministry is to simply live, manifesting the presence of God in our lives.  By living in manifesting His fellowship, those who would harm us are caused to fear.  We have a ministry because God is with us.


Our text presents an interesting concept.  God is near and not far off; therefore, He is aware of all of our actions and all of our needs and hears our every call.  The text occurs in the midst of a discourse against false prophets, and it carries several messages.  To the believer, it means that God immediately accessible to us, hearing our prayers and tending our needs and leading and guiding us.  To the unbeliever, it means that God is the true and living God omnipresent in creation, unlike the idol god which is left at home or must be visited and which is still useless to the worldly worshipper.  To the false prophet, it means that God is aware of the false teachings and is pronouncing judgement against the instrument of error.


The Greek word which describes the concept that God is near/God is with us has a particularly appropriate meaning--the concept of being near as in a hug.  Indeed, we saints are forever in the grasp of His loving fellowship.  When we seek His face, we enjoy the warmth of His love as in a hug.  When we stubbornly turn away, we may not feel the benefits of His fellowship (we may even feel constrained or trapped), but we are no less in His grasp.  We have only to turn around to renew the warmth of fellowship with the source of all love--our God.


The Hebrew word expressing that God is near to the saint has a secondary meaning of being related.  How appropriate this meaning is now that we are children of God.  How much more related can we be than being a part of the body of Christ.

GOD IS FAR FROM THE WICKEDtc "GOD IS FAR FROM THE WICKED" \l 2
         OPPOSED TO THE PROUD

              AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL

            A GOD WHO HIDES HIMSELF

Text:  Is 45:14-17

Ref:  Ps 34:16;  Prov 3:34;  Prov 15:29;  Is 45:15;  James 4:6;  1 Pet 3:12;  1 Pet 5:5

Keywords: rachoq (Heb) far, distant, out of reach



makran (Gr) far, at a distance



antitasso (Gr) opposed, in battle against (not merely withstanding--stronger than "epi" when translated "against")

Discourse:  "God is far from the wicked, but He hears the prayer of the righteous." (Prov 15:29).  "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble." (James 4:6 et al).  "For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears attend to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." (1 Pet 3:12).  God will not associate Himself with evil, un-holiness, or wickedness; moreover, He actively opposes the wicked.


Each of the reference verses demonstrates that God is far from the wicked, the unbeliever; however, every verse has a "BUT" that contrasts God's opposition to the wicked with His nearness and love for the saint.  The most obvious conclusion that we, as believers, can draw is this--

· If God is far from the wicked, but near to the believer; then the believer must also be far from the wicked.

We understand this in the context that God is omnipresent, and therefore is not physically far away from the unbeliever, but God is spiritually far from the wicked.  Saints, too, are in this relationship with the world--we are in the world, but we are no longer of the world. (see John 17:16).  As God stands against the world (literally in spiritual battle), the saint stands against the world.  The battle is still being played out in our lives, but the war is already won because we have the victory of Christ in us.  (see 1 John 4:4).  Our opposition to the world exists because God against the world and we are with Him.  We should understand that our opposition is not an excuse to exercise hatred against the world, because God still loves the world as His enemy, and we reflect His presence in our lives.  As the world is opposed to God in pride, we should not be surprised if we find ourselves opposed by the world, suffering because of Christ.  Since Christ suffered, we expect to suffer, for our ultimate glory.  (see 1 Pet 4).


Therefore, "God is far from the wicked" tells us that God does not associate with any impurity or sin or un-holiness, but its primary Biblical message to us is our new relationship to the world now that we are in Christ Jesus.


Throughout Isaiah, God is shown hiding Himself from the rebellious and unrighteous and unbelieving.  This is hiding in the same sense as being far away, out of reach, or distant.  With regard to the rebellious Israel, God is hidden until they repent, but He is always near at hand and actively working in the believers' best interests, even when the saint is blinded by an un-submissive walk.  With regard to the world, God is totally distanced from the world in a spiritual sense.  He is still active in the world to bring about His Word, but the world is an enemy.  As seen in our text, salvation is forever and is not dependent on our walk.

GOD IS ABLE...tc "GOD IS ABLE..."
to save us...(from the world).

(Dan 3:17)

to humble those who walk in pride.
(Dan 4:37)

from these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.
(Matt 3:9;  Luke 3:8)

to graft them (the Jews) in again.
(Rom 11:23)

to make him (the believer) stand.
(Rom 14:4)

to establish you...


(Rom 16:25)

to make all grace abound to you.
(2 Cor 9:8)

to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.
(Eph 3:20)

to guard what I have entrusted to Him for that day.

(2 Tim 1:12)

to help those who are being tempted.
(Heb 2:18)

to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray
(Heb 5:2)

to save completely.


(Heb 7:25)

to raise men even from the dead.
(Heb 11:9)

to save and destroy.


(James 4:12)

to keep you from falling and to present you before His glorious presence without fault and with great joy.


(Jude 1:24)

to open the scroll and its seven seals.
(Rev 5:5)

Keywords:  yakol (Heb) to be able, have power, to overcome, to prevail, to succeed.



dunamai (Gr) to be able, to have power



dunateo (Gr) to be able, to be powerful

Discourse:  "God is able" is almost always intimately connected with a statement of faith.  Our faith in Christ acknowledges His love for us.  "God is able" says that God is powerful enough to ensure that His promises of lovingkindness towards us are true.


Most of the time, the active Greek form, dunateo, is used, which shows that God is able and is actively accomplishing.  The passive Greek form, dunamai, is used be John the Baptist (Matt 3:9/Luke 3:8) to show that God is not dependent on the cooperation of man nor the seeming constraints of our everyday existence to accomplish His purposes.


God is able, and He will accomplish all of His plan.  He is successful, and because of His success, we are blessed.

GOD IS COMING...tc "GOD IS COMING..."
to Egypt.  The idols of Egypt tremble before Him, and the hearts of the Egyptians melt within them.

Isa. 19:1

out of His dwelling to punish the people of the earth for their sins.
Isa 26:21;  Mic 1:3

with fire.


Isa 66:15

in a cloud with power and great glory.
Luke 21:27

(He who is called Christ);  when that One comes, He will declare all things to us.




John 4:25

seated on a donkey's colt.
Zec 9:9;  John 12:15

with many thousands of His holy ones, to execute judgement upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds...
Jude 14

with the clouds, and every eye will see Him... Rev 1:7

quickly (soon, unexpectedly)...

Rev 22:7,12,22

Keywords:  bo (Heb) to come, to come in, to go in, to go



erchomai (Gr) to come, to go

Discourse:  The context of "God is coming" is invariably that of judgement.  The references above are not exhaustive, and the Old Testament contains two (indistinct) kinds of references to the coming of God/Christ (as in Mal. 3:1).  The first coming is a revealing of the Christ (as shown in the Gospels), and Christ fulfills all things with regard to defeating sin (qualifying Him to judge).  We find out in the New Testament verses that it is indeed Christ coming to judge.  The judgement is to be feared by the world and welcomed by the believer.  The coming will occur quickly, and believers are charged to live as if it is immediately at hand.


Both the Hebrew and Greek languages use words which can mean "coming" or "going".  The meaning is made clear by context and by showing a transition ("here" versus "there").  The context shows Christ transitioning from being invisible and in Heaven to being manifest to the entire world.


The believer can rejoice at judgement because at last perfect justice will be done and because we are judged to receive our rewards.

.Begin Table C.

.End Table C.
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