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The future of care begins with the 
people who provide it. By investing 
in education and training across 
healthcare professions, we’re 
helping ensure patients and families 
have access to the care they need, 
close to home.

Ensuring  
exceptional care 
for generations  
to come.

CentraCare.com



Welcome to TEDxStCloud 2026!

Tonight, we celebrate a decade of TEDxStCloud and 
the tenacity it takes to bring an idea to life.

Since our first event, TEDxStCloud has been built 
around a simple belief: Ideas Change Everything. An idea can challenge an assumption, 
open a conversation, change a mind, or send us in a direction we never expected.

That spirit inspired this year’s theme: TENacious.

Ideas worth spreading rarely arrive fully formed. They require persistence, imagination, a 
willingness to challenge what we think we know, and the courage to step onto the red dot 
and share them.

Tonight, Nora, Sucharita, Njeri, Jill, John, and Esera do exactly that. Each has spent 
months preparing, with the support of volunteer speaker coaches and the TEDxStCloud 
team. We are grateful for the thought, courage, and trust they have brought to the 
process. Now, finally, their talks belong to you.

Our performers bring another kind of creativity and energy to the stage. Jason Schommer 
joins us with comedy, while The D2 Acoustic Duo, Paul and Joey Diethelm, bring music to 
the evening.

Tonight, TEDxStCloud turns ten. That milestone belongs to everyone who has helped 
make this possible. Speakers and performers have shared their ideas and artistry. 
Volunteers have given countless hours behind the scenes. Local businesses and 
organizations have stood with us as partners. And audiences have brought attention, 
encouragement, questions, laughter, applause, and conversation.

To everyone who has been part of this journey: thank you. TEDxStCloud exists 
because you showed up, contributed, listened, supported, and came back.

TEDx events are independently organized under license from TED, bringing people 
together to share ideas and spark conversation. We have been fortunate to do that 
here for a decade. TEDxStCloud is produced entirely by volunteers, with generous 
support from local businesses and organizations that help make this gathering 
possible.

Tonight, listen with an open mind. Be willing to be surprised. Notice the idea that 
makes you lean forward, or the one you find yourself thinking about tomorrow.

What might you reconsider? What conversation might you continue? What idea might 
you become tenacious about?

Stay curious. Stay open. Stay TENacious.
Brian Hart and the TEDxStCloud Team



RECEPTION
The Regency 
5:00 - 6:15

PROGRAM: PART ONE
Paramount Theatre 
6:30 - 7:30

•	 Jason Schommer
•	 Nora Hertel
•	 Sucharita Mukherjee
•	 Njeri Clement

INTERMISSION
Paramount Lobby
7:30 - 8:00

PROGRAM: PART TWO
Paramount Theatre
8:00 - 9:00

•	 The D2 Acoustic Duo:  
Paul & Joey Diethelm

•	 Jill Amsberry, DO
•	 John Larson
•	 Esera Tuaolo

2026 EVENT 
SCHEDULE

Contact us today for a free digital assessment

Marla Warner, Account Executive 
Mwarner@localiq.com | 320-249-3515

Contact info

We are dedicated to helping you 
achieve your business goals.

Your Success is our Mission

Meeting workforce demands 
with 100 in-demand 

undergraduate  
and graduate degree and 

certificate programs.
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UP   CLOSE 
Call: 320.224.9299

& Personal

you can’t ignore!

ADVERTISING



320.308.5089
recruitment@sctcc.edu 

1540 Northway Drive 
St. Cloud, MN 56303

THINK YOU KNOW 

SCTCC ?
090826_TedcobPrgrmAd_2_375x3_875

Visit us online at 
COBORNS.COM

SHOP. SAVE. SMILE.

Personalized direct mail 
campaigns

High-quality magazine  
& book printing

Large-format graphics  
& displays

And so much more

101 7th Avenue South

Engaging People
Connecting Resources
Building Community
CommunityGiving.org/CMCF

320.253.4380

Suite 100   St. Cloud, MN 56301



Planning
Eunice Adjei
Sonja Gidlow
Brian Hart
Cassie Miles
Lacey Schirmers
Lacey Solheid
Alison Zetah

Event 
Volunteers
Kiin Abdisamad
Briana Fischer
Cerys John
Youssouf Omar
Betz Steichen

Inclusion
Eunice Adjei
Ayan Omar
Youssouf Omar
Emmanuel Oppong

Marketing
Alison Zetah - Chair
Marisa LaPlante 
Lacey Schirmers

Partnerships
Brian Hart

Children’s 
Interviews
Boys and Girls Club
Husky Agency at SCSU
Matt Hillemeier

Production 
Lead
Kelly Larson

Reception 
Artist 
Coordinator
Heidi Jeub

Speaker 
Coaches
Annette Atkins
Sonja Gidlow
Jennifer Kramer

Design
Vernic Guinta
Alison Zetah
Dayta

THANK YOU TO OUR 
VOLUNTEERS

Speaker
Curation
Sonja Gidlow
Brian Hart
Cassie Miles
Ayan Omar
Emmanuel Oppong
Lacey Solheid

Video 
Production
Calvin Amundson-Geisel - 
Director
Joey Guzek - Camer
MacKenzi Hareland - Camera
Benjamin Koshiol - Camera
Mason Kroll - Director
Alex Schaefer - Camera 
Wesley Beskar - Engineer 
Derrick Silvestri - Advisor

Volunteer
Coordinator
Kevin Fischer



Crafting
stories 
worth 
sharing.
Proud supporter of 
TEDxStCloud for 10 years. 

Dayta.com



Investing in the next generation of healthcare professionals 
helps ensure strong, local care for generations to come.

Advancing Care.  
Investing in the future.

INSPIRING  
EARLY INTEREST

HANDS-ON
LEARNING

TRAINING
TOMORROW’S LEADERS

BUILDING STRONGER 
COMMUNITIES

Learners & student 
experiences 
across multiple 
professions

1,300+
Rotations
5,400+ 

Youth reached in 
K-12 outreach and 
programming

6,000+
Higher 
education 
partnerships
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Esera Tuaolo
Esera Tuaolo, affectionately known as “Mr. Aloha,” is a former NFL player, 
singer, chef, author, entrepreneur, and nationally recognized advocate. 
He played nine seasons in the NFL, including with the Minnesota 
Vikings and Atlanta Falcons, and later shared his experience as a gay 

professional athlete in his book Alone in the Trenches. Esera is founder and Executive 
Director of Hate Is Wrong, a nonprofit dedicated to combating bullying and discrimination. 
A contestant on NBC’s The Voice, he continues to use his story and platform to bring 
people together through courage, authenticity, and Aloha.

Jill Amsberry
Dr. Jill Amsberry is a pediatrician and leader in medical education in 
Central Minnesota. She serves as Assistant Dean of Undergraduate 
Medical Education at the University of Minnesota Medical School’s 
CentraCare Regional Campus in St. Cloud and as Director of 

Undergraduate Medical Education at CentraCare. A longtime CentraCare pediatrician and 
former medical director of pediatrics, she brings extensive clinical experience to her work 
preparing and supporting future physicians.

meet OUR Speakers

GreaterStCloud .com.com.com

Driving regional economic growth by
providing the resources,

connections, and expertise to
empower success.



John Larson
Dr. John Larson is Vice President of Plant Readiness and Startup at Niron 
Magnetics, where he is helping lead the development of the company’s 
first full-scale Iron Nitride magnet production facility in Sartell, Minnesota. 
An executive leader with 26 years of experience in semiconductor and 

magnetic materials technologies, he joined Niron as its second employee and has helped 
build its team, technology, culture, and operations. John previously spent 17 years in the 
semiconductor industry and holds a Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from the University 
of Minnesota.

Njeri Clement
Dr. Njeri Clement is Director of Cultural Fluency, Equity, and Inclusion 
at St. Cloud Technical & Community College, where she leads efforts 
to strengthen collaborative leadership and inclusive excellence across 
campus. She is a recipient of the Martin Luther King Jr. Humanitarian 

Award and a Humphrey Policy Fellow. Njeri holds master’s degrees in Public and Nonprofit 
Administration and Social Responsibility, as well as a Ph.D. in Leadership Studies.

Nora Hertel
Nora Hertel is the founder and executive director of Project Optimist, a 
nonprofit news organization serving greater Minnesota with solution-
focused journalism. An award-winning journalist with more than a 
decade of experience, she has worked as an investigative reporter, 

political and public issues correspondent, and environmental journalist for organizations 
including The Associated Press, Wisconsin Watch, the St. Cloud Times, and USA TODAY 
Network-Wisconsin. Nora holds a master’s degree in journalism from the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison and was a 2022–2023 Initiator Fellow.

Sucharita Mukherjee
Dr. Sucharita Sinha Mukherjee is a professor of Economics at the College 
of Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University, where she also teaches in 
the Honors, Data Analytics, and Gender Studies programs. Her research 
focuses on feminist economic development, comparative economic 

development, gender inequality, and innovative approaches to teaching economics. Born 
and raised in India, she earned her Ph.D. in Economics from the University of California, 
Riverside. She is passionate about interdisciplinary learning, global perspectives, 
experiential education, and making economics accessible to students.





Learn more. Get involved.

thepublicsafetyfoundation.org

Together, We Support Our
First Responders.

Through Community OutPosts, scholarships, and
partnerships, we build stronger, safer, connected

communities.

meet OUR Performers
Paul & Joey Diethelm
Paul “Stretch” Diethelm and his son Joey perform together as the 
D2 Acoustic Duo, combining accomplished musicianship with the 
natural chemistry of a father-and-son partnership. Paul is a guitarist 
and songwriter who toured nationally and internationally with Jonny 

Lang and is a founding member of The Fabulous Armadillos. He was inducted into the 
Minnesota Music Hall of Fame in 2022. Joey, a student at Concordia College, grew up 
surrounded by music and brings his own energy and perspective to their performances. 
Together, they offer an engaging acoustic mix of familiar songs, strong musicianship, and 
multigenerational connection.

Jason Schommer
Jason Schommer is a stand-up comedian and storyteller who has 
performed across the U.S. and Canada and for U.S. military audiences 
overseas. He spent two years opening for comedy legend Louie Anderson 
in Las Vegas and toured with him regularly. A frequent performer with 

The Moth, Jason has won multiple Story Slam competitions and has been featured on The 
Moth Radio Hour. His comedy blends sharp wit, playful spontaneity, and stories that find 
humor in the absurdities of everyday life.



Save The Date

Next TEDxStCloud 2027:
October 14, 2027


