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A reading from the book of Genesis

The Lord said to Abraham,
“I have heard that the people of Sodom and Gomorrah
  are doing all kinds of evil things.
Now I am going down to see if those people are really that bad.
If they aren’t, I want to know about it.”

The men turned and started toward Sodom.
But the Lord stayed with Abraham, who asked,
“Lord, when you destroy the wicked people,
 are you also going to destroy the good ones?
Would you spare the city if there are fifty good people in it?
Surely, you wouldn’t let the good ones be killed
 when you destroy the bad ones.
You are the judge of the earth,
 and you do what is right.”

The Lord replied, “If I find fifty good people in Sodom,
 I will save the city to keep them from being killed.”

Abraham answered,
“Lord, I am nothing more than the dust of the earth.
Please forgive me for daring to speak to you like this.
But suppose there are only forty-five good people in Sodom.
Would you still wipe out the whole city?”

The Lord replied,
“If I find forty-five good people,
 I won’t destroy the city.”

Genesis 18:20–32
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(continued)

Abraham asked the Lord,
“Suppose there are just forty good people?”
The Lord replied, “Just for them, I won’t destroy the city.”

Abraham said, “Lord, please don’t be angry,
 if I ask you what you would do
  if there are only thirty good people in the city.”
The Lord replied, “If I find thirty, I still won’t destroy it.”

Then Abraham said, “Lord, I don’t have any right to ask.
But what would you do if you find only twenty?”
The Lord replied, “Because of them, I won’t destroy the city.”

Finally, Abraham said, “Lord, please don’t become angry,
 if I speak just once more.
Suppose you find only ten good people there.”

The Lord then replied,
“For the sake of ten good people,
 I still won’t destroy the city.”

The word of the Lord.

Genesis 18:20–32
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All: Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.

With all my heart
I praise you, Lord.
In the presence of angels
I sing your praises.
I worship at your holy temple.

All: Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.

I praise you for your love
and your faithfulness.
You were true to your word
and made yourself more famous
than ever before.
When I asked for your help,
you answered my prayer
and gave me courage.

All: Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.

I am surrounded by trouble,
but you protect me.
With your own powerful arm
you keep me safe.
You, Lord, will always
treat me with kindness.
Your love never fails.

All: Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.

Psalm 138:1–2a, 
2bcdef–3, 7abde–8abc

Responsorial Psalm
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A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke

When Jesus had finished praying,
 one of his disciples said to him,
“Lord, teach us to pray,
 just as John taught his followers to pray.”
So Jesus told them, “Pray in this way:

  ‘Father, help us to honor your name.
  Come and set up your kingdom.
  Give us each day the food we need.
  Forgive our sins,
  as we forgive everyone who has done wrong to us.
  And keep us from being tempted.’ ”

Then Jesus went on to say:
“Suppose one of you goes to a friend in the middle
  of the night and says,
‘Let me borrow three loaves of bread.
A friend of mine has dropped in,
 and I don’t have a thing for him to eat.’
And suppose your friend answers, ’Don’t bother me!
The door is bolted, and my children and I are in bed.
I cannot get up to give you something.‘

“He may not get up and give you the bread,
 just because you are his friend.
But he will get up and give you as much as you need,
 simply because you are not ashamed to keep on asking.

Gospel



The Lectionary for Masses with Children uses the following: Readings from the Old Testament, Book of Psalms, and a select number of the refrains for the  
responsorial psalms are taken from the Contemporary English Version ©1991 by the American Bible Society. Readings from the New Testament are taken  

from the Contemporary English Version, Bible for Today’s Family: New Testament ©1991 by the American Bible Society. Used with permission. 

Children Celebrate! and Pflaum Gospel Weeklies are published by Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc.  •  800-543-4383  •  pflaum.com

Liturgy of the Word with Children

July 27, 2025
Seventeenth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time ( C )

(continued)

“So I tell you to ask and you will receive,
 search and you will find,
 knock and the door will be opened for you.
Everyone who asks will receive,
 everyone who searches will find,
 and the door will be opened for everyone who knocks.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Luke 11:1–10
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