St. Lawrence School Advisory Board Minutes
April 14, 2026

Present: Brenda Anderson, Kelly Peters, Father Tom Hartman, Paul Dhaemers, Emily Bjordahl, Ted Hendricks and Jackie Loeschke
Absent: Barry Whipkey

The opening prayer was recited and the meeting was called to order.

There was a motion to approve the agenda by Jackie Loeschke and seconded by Paul Dhaemers. 

There was a motion to approve the minutes from March 2026 by Emily Bjordahl and seconded by Jackie Loeschke.

Principal’s Report:
All teacher contracts have been signed for the 2026-2027 school year. 
 
Summer OST prices will be increased to $3.00 per hour for full time participants and $3.50 for students that drop in for 15 hours or less.  Ella Kaususke and Mrs. Anderson will be driving OST students to rec activities.  Gail will not be volunteering to drive for OST this year due to having foot surgery.  OST students will be asked to pay $20 per rec activity to cover the costs of the drivers or they can choose to use the community bus.  Next summer, there may be an option to use grant money to offset the cost.  Fr. Tom recommended looking into the Diocese Community Foundation for funds as well.  There are currently 25 students that are signed up for full time summer OST and 22 students that will use drop-in services.  

The Boys and Girls Club reached out to Mrs. Anderson about including our OST program and it has been decided that OST at St. Lawrence will continue on its own.

Applications for the Kremer Foundation scholarship are due April 27th and $13,000 has been allotted to St. Lawrence.

The income guidelines for the SDPE scholarship was just released this week so applications for that can now be completed by parents that are wanting to apply. 

There are three spots open for the three-year-old preschool class next year. 

The open house and registration for the 2026-2027 school year will be held on Tuesday, August 12th.  A discussion was held regarding the school advisory board handing out information about fundraising and volunteering.  This will be determined at a later date.  

The first day of school will be Tuesday, August 18, 2026.

The Gala was last Friday and was a success.  The recap meeting will be held Tuesday, April 21st at the Venue.

Field Trips for this spring are as follows: 
-Preschool has several trips around town.
-Kindergarten-- Children’s Museum in Brookings on May 14
-1st grade-- Lake Farley on May 15
-2nd grade—Redlin Center and Bramble Park Zoo May 18
-3rd grade—Abbey of the Hills May 13
-4th grade—Desmet May 14
-5th grade—Brooking Water Festival May12
-6th grade—Bonanza State Park May 7, Sioux Falls May 8

Old Business:
Jackie is waiting to hear back from the golf course regarding hosting dinner for the parish following the tournament on August 8TH.    

New Business:
Brenda will reach out to Barry to see if he would like to continue to be a board member.  All other board members have agreed to stay on for next year. 

The board is asked to help scoop ice cream on May 5th at 1:30 for the spring concert.

The next meeting is set for September 8th at 5:30 pm.  

The closing prayer was said and the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Kelly Peters
