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SCI’S PURPOSE AND INTENT
A. �To promote good fellowship among all who love the 

outdoors and hunting.
B. �To promote conservation of the world’s renewable wildlife 

resources, recognizing hunting as one of the many 
management tools.

C. �To educate youth, sportsmen and the public in 
conservation of our wildlife and our forests, which are our 
natural heritage.

D. �To share our hunting experiences and information among 
our membership.

E. �To operate the association as a non-profit organization, 
consistent with its charitable purposes, while providing 
enjoyment for our members, always with the goal of 
helping to conserve the animals that we love to hunt today 
for those who will come to love the sport tomorrow.

SCI’S CODES OF ETHICS
Recognizing my responsibilities to wildlife, habitat

and future generations, I pledge:
A. �To conduct myself in the field so as to make a positive 

contribution to wildlife and ecosystems.
B. �To improve my skills as a woodsman and marksman to 

ensure humane harvesting of wildlife.
C. �To comply with all game laws in the spirit of fair chase, and 

to influence my companions accordingly.
D. �To accept my responsibility to provide all possible 

assistance to game law enforcement officers.
E. �To waste no opportunity to teach young people the full 

meaning of this code of ethics.
F. �To reflect in word and behavior only credit upon the 

fraternity of sportsmen, and to demonstrate abiding respect 
for game, habitat and property where I am privileged          
to hunt.
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Welcome to the Summer Issue of the Tracker. SCI 
Michigan Chapter members, this is your magazine. 
I’d like to extend a big thank you to the members 
contributing to this issue. Terry Blauwkamp and 
Steve Kernosky provide important information on 
legal ammo and guns for Southern Michigan deer 
hunting in the Another Day at the Range column. 
Joe Guinn relates his fun, funny, and successful 
bear hunts with chapter supporter Chris Cook 
(Cooks Outfitting) for our enjoyment. Dakoyta 
Greenman gives us pause to think about and 
cherish our time in the field and the joys of the 
people with whom we spend that time as he tells 
a story of “firsts” in the turkey woods.  Edward 
Lewis recounts the establishment of the Croton 
Sportsman for Youth and Disabled Veterans and 
the important role the SCI Michigan Chapter has 
played in this organization. President Mike Kwast 
gives us an update on some of the many ways that 
we, as a chapter, are having an impact in our own 
community, state, nationally, and internationally. 
As you read this issue, summer will be nearing an 
end. This means many will have just returned from 
hunts south of the Equator. Others will be working 
on getting in shape for the hunting seasons 
soon to arrive in the Northern Hemisphere. If 
you’ve recently gone on a hunt with one of our 
supporting outfitters we’d love to read about 
it. From youth hunts, to the Big Five in Africa, 
we’d love to read your story. Please keep us in 
mind as you venture out this fall.  As editor, I am 
very appreciative of those who take the time to 
share their adventures with us. Without you this 
magazine wouldn’t be possible. We are always 
looking for more member trophy photos and 
interesting trail cam pics as well. 
Please note that we do reserve the right, in our 
sole discretion, to edit or refuse any submission. 
If you would like to submit an article or pictures, 
please send them to me at: trmoelker@gmail.com 
or 5132 20th Ave Hudsonville, MI 49426 or call me 
at 616-889-1003.
Thank you,
Todd Moelker, Editor   
CORRECTIONS: Two articles were attributed to 
Pete VanderArk, our long time, but now retired, 
copy editor. The great story, Tom Foolery, was 
written by Greg Kurdys. The recap of Big Buck 
Night was written by Todd Moelker.
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CROSSBOW 
BOLTS AND BEARS
I was the winning bidder for Chris 
Cook’s, of Cook’s Outfitting, black 
bear hunt donation to the Michigan 
Safari Club auction in 2024. When 
I arrived at camp, Chris showed me 
pictures of several bears that were 
actively hitting baits. Four of them 
stood out as bears I’d take on the 
first day.

EDITOR’S NOTES 
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Introducing young people to the outdoors through hunting and 
fishing remains one of our top priorities.
At every member meeting, we’ve raffled a .22 rifle—free to 
attendees aged 21 and under—which has become a very 
anticipated highlight. The joy on a young winner’s face is 
always unforgettable! Special thanks to Two Hats Ranch for 
donating two youth hunts, which were raffled to new SCI 
Michigan youth members.
Our chapter also proudly sponsored three participants for 
the “First Time Hunter” program at Legends Ranch. Former 
chapter president and current Senator Jon Bumstead has 
introduced legislation to reintegrate hunter safety education 
into public schools—a move we are eagerly watching and fully 
support.
We’re excited to share that, in collaboration with several 
other Michigan chapters, SCI Michigan funded the launch of 
a for-credit Hunting and Conservation course at Michigan 
State University. This course showcases the vital role hunting 
plays in conservation. Additionally, we’ve provided three 
scholarship grants to graduate students in natural resources 
who support and advocate for hunting—helping to shape the 
next generation of conservation leaders.
With the Michigan DNR reporting a decline in hunter 
participation, recruiting and mentoring new hunters is 
more important than ever. I’m incredibly proud of all we’ve 
accomplished. Looking ahead, I am even more excited about 
what is to come. 
Our mission—Preserve, Promote, Protect hunting—is at the 
core of everything we do. Thank you to all our members for 
making these initiatives possible. If you’d like to get more 
involved, we welcome your time, skills, and support. Together, 
we can do even more.

Dr. Mike Kwast

Hello Everyone,
I hope you’re enjoying a great 
summer! SCI Michigan, in partnership 
with Captain Tim of Powderhorn 
Sportfishing, has had a fantastic 
season. They host fishing trips 
for disadvantaged youth on Lake 
Michigan—completely free for the 
kids, thanks to our chapter and your 
generous support.



ATTENTION SCI Michigan Members
Important information for our members such as chapter events, meetings and 
membership renewals will be emailed to every member that we have an email 
address for. If you didn’t get an email reminder of our last meeting we do not have 
your email address. Please send your email to mvghareeb@gmail.com so we can 
get all of our emails on the list.

MICHIGAN CHAPTER UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Tracker magazine is published by 
The Michigan Chapter of Safari Club 
International.
The Tracker magazine can be viewed on 
our official Michigan Chapter website by 
friends and nonmembers. website: www.
scimichigan.org

1 / 8 P age
3 5/8” x 2 3/16”
$150.00 per year - same design full year

1 / 4 P age
3 5\8 x 4 3/4 
$300.00 per year - same design full year

1 / 2 P age
7 11/16” x 4 3/4” horizontal or 
3 5/8” x 9 7/8” vertical
$600.00 per year - same design full year

Full Page, Inside F ront 
or Ba ck Cover 
7 11/16” x 10 3/16”
$1100.00 per year - same design full year

SPONSORSHIP FEE SCHEDULE 
THE TRACKER MAGAZINE

Billing cycle is January to January 
with sponsorship cost pro-rated for 
sponsorships starting during the year. 

To submit mat erial to The Tracker:
Write: Todd Moelker, 
5132 20th Ave.,
Hudsonville, MI 49426
E-Mail: trmoelker@gmail.com
Phone: 616-889-1003

Friday, August 8th
Member Challenge Shoot at Two Hats Ranch 

Thursday, October 9th 
Member Dinner & Program

 
 
 
 
 

Specializing in Medicare Insurance 
We have been helping seniors for over 35 years 

 
Ronald & Kristy MacLeod Northman 

Office (616) 847-9100   Cell 616-402-9004 
 

324 Washington Avenue Suite 101 Grand Haven, MI  49417 
Conveniently located INSIDE the Grand Haven Post Office 

 
 

CHECK IT OUT WE HAVE A NEW AND 

GREATLY IMPROVED WEBSITE! 

WWW .SCIMICHIGAN. ORG
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Gear Up for 
the Wild
Bold, Functional, and Proudly Michigan  
SCI MI Apparel for Every Hunter
AVAILABLE AT OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS AND CONVENTION

SCI MI CLOTHING

Pricing:

Hats: $20

Sitka Fanatic Hoodies: $110

Sitka Jetstream Vests: $125 
Men’s and Women’s sizes

Sitka Light Weight Long Sleeve: $45 
Men’s and Women’s sizes

T- Shirts: $15

Black Button Up Shirts: $35 
Men’s / Women’s sizes

Under Armour Long Sleeve Shirts: $10 
Men’s / Women’s sizes 
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SPECIALIZING IN: TROPHY HUNTING ADVENTURES
Whitetail Deer, Rocky Mountain Elk, Arctic Boar, Buffalo,

Fallow Deer, Sika Deer, Sheep and Rams
Ranch location:

22440 Cutler Rd., Howard City, MI
Send Mail To Office Location:

11318 21 Mile Rd., Sand Lake, MI 49343
Email: HiddenHornsGameRanch@hotmail.com

Call Brent Fisk: Cell (616) 799-0689

THE BUCK STOPS HERETHE BUCK STOPS HERE

616-799-0689

PROVIDING SOLID PLANNING
ADVICE AND DEDICATED SERVICE

AARON HOLLISTER, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

Active SCI Michigan Chapter Member

352 12th Street, Suite 12 | Plainwell, MI 49080 
O 269.685.5000 | M 517.462.9086 

firesidefinancialpartners.com

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a
Registered Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC.





The West Michigan 
Bowhunters have been 
working hard to bring the 
great outdoors to more 
people and conserve 
wildlife habitats.

MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE

We thought we would give everyone a look at our 
2025 roadmap, detailing how we are using our 
funds to promote the outdoor lifestyle and support 
those less fortunate.
 
Our nonprofit partners for 2025 are as follows:
Sportsperson Ministries: SPM has been very 
involved with our youth. Through Hunter Safety 
range days, they engage approximately 500 
youth throughout the year. SPM also runs a high 
school and middle school fishing tournament trail 
engaging close to 100 high school teams and 50 
middle school teams. SPM also holds a camp at 
CranHill Ranch (Rodney, MI) introducing youth to 
archery and shooting experiences.

The Full Draw archery camp for kids is held at 
the Haymarsh Hunt Club in Mecosta County. We 
sponsor youth through scholarships for students in 
need.

Wings of Freedom and Zero Day helping veterans 
and Wounded Warriors.
Centershot Youth Archery team coached by 
Bob Fritz introducing youth to archery through 
the National Archery In The Schools Program 
“NASP”.

Hunt 2 Heal. A non-profit providing safe and 
comfortable outdoor experiences to people with 
disabilities to improve mental health.

SCI and West Michigan Bow Hunters are all about 
“First for Hunters.” Your SCI-West Michigan 
Bowhunters is also involved in National Projects. 
We are assisting SCI Alaska and the State of 
Alaska in their fight to keep hunting and fishing 
decisions at the State level rather than the Federal 
level. West Michigan Bowhunters was the top 
revenue producer in the State of Michigan and in 
the top ten worldwide out of 140 chapters.

Hope this article finds all our friends healthy and 
happy. Please continue to support us so that we 
can help and assist those helping our friends and 
families in the outdoors.

STORY BY PETE MIEDEMA 

FOR THE BOARD OF SCI WEST MICHIGAN BOW 
HUNTERS CHAPTER

In the last issue of 
the Tracker Magazine, 
we as a board 
thanked everyone 
that generously 
supported us at our 
February banquet 
and fundraiser.

11THE TRACKER 
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MICHIGAN 
ZONE 3 DEER 
HUNTING 
FIREARM 
CHOICES
T he 2025 Michigan firearm deer season is approaching.   For 

those looking at buying a new rifle or shotgun for hunting in 
Lower Michigan (known as the Limited Firearm Zone, LFZ) 
now is the time to act.  This article examines the choices 
available.

Broadly speaking, there are two categories for the LFZ:  straight-
wall cartridges and shotgun cartridges.  Some years ago Michigan 
legalized straight-wall centerfire cartridges for deer hunting in what 
was traditionally the shotgun only zone.  The restriction is based 
on the length of the case which must fall between 1.16 and 1.80 
inches and must be .35 caliber or larger.  Cartridges that meet this 
requirement include .357 Magnum, .350 Legend, .360 Buckhammer, 
.400 Legend, .450 Bushmaster, .41 Magnum, and .44 Magnum.  
Cartridges that DO NOT meet the criteria include .375 Winchester, 
.444 Marlin, and .45/70.  
We are going to focus on the four cartridges shown above by 
examining their ballistics and the type of firearms available.  A 
comparison of these four cartridges will be built upon the .30/30 
Winchester which was selected based on its ballistics and history of 
deer hunting.

Beginning with the .350 Legend, introduced by Winchester in 2019, 

we see its velocity to 100 yards is approximately 90% that of the 
.30/30 for similar bullet weight.  Winchester, Hornady, and Federal 
all offer at least two loadings for this cartridge giving many choices.  
At least six firearm manufacturers including Ruger, Mossberg, 
Winchester, and Weatherby chamber various rifles for this caliber.  
Thus, the .350 Legend perhaps has the most options available.
Moving to the .360 Buckhammer, this cartridge was introduced by 
Remington in 2023.  It is based on the .30/30 case and is the only 
rimmed cartridge being examined.  Energy at 100 yards with a 180 
grain bullet is identical to the .30/30.  At this time it appears only 
Remington and Federal load ammunition for the .360 and bullet 
weights are typically 180 grains and higher.  Given that it is a 
rimmed cartridge, there are fewer rifle choices for the .360. Henry 
offers several lever action models and there are a couple single 
shot rifles available.  Considering factory ammunition and rifle 
manufacturers, at this time the .360 offers the fewest choices.
The .400 Legend was introduced in 2023 by Winchester.  Typical 
loading is a 215 grain bullet at 2250 fps muzzle velocity.  The 
energy for the 215 grain bullet at 100 yards is identical to the 160 
grain .30/30.  At this time only Winchester offers factory loaded 
ammunition but there are indications Remington will produce one 
hunting load.  There are many companies offering rifles chambered 

 
          Cartridge Bullet 

Dia. (in.) 
Bullet Wt. 

(grs.) 
Muzzle 

Velocity (fps) 
100 yd. performance 
Vel. (fps)   Energy (ft-lbs) 

Rifle Action 
Types 

 
.350 Legend 

 
.357 

150 
165 
180 

2325 
2200 
2100 

1970               1290 
1890               1310 
1760               1240 

 
BA, SS, AR 

.360 Buckhammer .358 180 
200 

2400 
2200 

2020                1630 
1780                1410 

LA, SS 

.400 Legend .400 190 
215 

 
2250 

N/A 
1870                 1670 

BA, SS, AR 

.450 Bushmaster .452 250 2200 1830                  1860 BA, SS, AR 

.30/30 Winchester .308 160 2400 2150                  1640  
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for the .400 Legend giving the shooter many 
choices among bolt action, single shot, 
and AR uppers (Bear Creek Arsenal, for 
example).  Thus, the .400 legend has many 
options available. 

This brings us to the .450 Bushmaster which 
has been around since approximately 2009.  
The typical loading is a 250 grain bullet 
at 2200 fps muzzle velocity.  Velocity and 
energy at 100 yards are 1830 fps and 1860 
ft.-lbs., respectively, making it the most 
powerful cartridge under consideration.  
However, this will come at the price of 
recoil.  At least six rifle manufacturers’ 
chamber for the .450 and at least two, 
Ruger and Savage, include a muzzle brake 
with their rifles to address the recoil issue.   
Ammunition is available from all the major 
manufacturers as well as some other sources 
giving the shooter many choices. 
Trajectory can be examined by first 
recognizing that the case length specification 
for these four cartridges restricts velocity 
due to case capacity.  In turn, the cartridges 
are typically loaded with light-for-caliber 
projectiles to achieve higher velocity.  
These two factors have a significant effect 
on trajectory.  When compared to the 160 
grain .30/30, all four cartridges will have 
noticeably more drop for any given scenario. 
For example, if zeroed at 100 yards, all 
four will drop 8-9 inches at 200 yards.  
Realistically, these straight-wall cartridges 
have a practical range of 125 yards given 
a 100 yard zero.  This statement is based 
on getting proper bullet placement on the 
shoulder of a typical whitetail. 

Ammunition for the Bushmaster is 
approximately $2.00 per round while 
the others are approximately $1.75 per 
round for most practical hunting loads.  
Regarding factory ammunition, it is highly 
recommended to buy several boxes of 
the same lot.  Extensive testing with .450 
Bushmaster showed the point of impact is 
sensitive to average velocity (there isn’t any 
reason to believe it wouldn’t apply to the 
other cartridges).  Once sighted in, having 

enough ammo of the same lot helps ensure 
consistency and the process of making sure 
the rifle is properly sighted in will be easier 
year-after-year.  

Now, let’s not forget those still shooting 
shotguns during deer season.  For the 
shotgun cartridges, there are two options 
(buckshot is not considered in this article):  
sabot ammunition designed to be fired 
from rifled barrels (technically making the 
shotgun a rifle) and smoothbore options.  

For the smoothbore route, these are 
commonly known as “rifled slugs”.  These 
have been around for many years and are 
still a very viable choice.    On a technical 
side these projectiles, formally called Foster 
type slugs, do not spin.  The rifling molded 
into the projectile is for marketing and the 
projectiles are mass-stabilized.  Think of 
a badminton birdie that always 
flies nose first: same principle and 
the results speak for themselves.   
With a cylinder bore barrel and 
a good optic, these once-ounce 
slugs (437 grains at 1600 fps) 
are very accurate to 75 yards 
and deadly.  The ammunition is 
significantly less expensive than 
the other shotgun options allowing 
practice without breaking the 
bank.  Good Foster type rifled 
slugs (Winchester, Remington, 
and Federal) cost approximately 
$1.25 per round while some fancy 
versions (e.g. Brenneke) cost 
double that amount.  At these 
prices, the shooter can buy several 
brands and see what shoots best in 
his/her firearm.

For the rifled barrel choice, 
the sabot rounds employ sub-
caliber projectiles enclosed in 
a plastic sleeve that discards 
when fired.  These projectiles are 
spin-stabilized and thus require a 
rifled barrel and at $3.00 - $5.00 
per round are the most expensive 

option.  At 2000 fps muzzle velocity, a 300 
grain projectile has energy equal to the .450 
Bushmaster at 100 yards.  For trajectory, 
with a 100 yard zero the drop at 200 yards 
exceeds that of the straight-wall cartridges.   
Given the cost and availability of shotgun 
slug equipment (barrels and firearms), it isn’t 
likely someone getting into deer hunting 
would choose this route over the straight-
wall cartridges.  However, for someone that 
already has the proper firearm, the shotgun 
slug is certainly viable.

From the 165 grain .350 Legend to the 
once-ounce shotgun slug, there are many 
choices for the Michigan LFZ hunter.  Cost, 
performance, and recoil are just a few of 
the considerations.  Whatever your choice, 
always think bullet placement on the 
shoulder.

13THE TRACKER 



Mike reviewed some of the great work we’ve been doing and gave a 
big thank you to each and every one who made the annual fundraiser 
convention a big success! A sign-up sheet was passed around to give 
members the opportunity to assist on one or more of the youth fishing 
charters we sponsor. Reminders were given that we can always use 
more volunteers and members willing to run for the board. After 
another delicious dinner, Scott Bylsma gave a short program about a 
recent trip to New Zeeland. Scott and Patty Bylsma, along with long 
time chapter members Randy and Lori Schultz hunted with New 
Zeeland Hunting Adventures. New Zeeland Hunting Adventures is a 
supporter of our chapter and donates to our fundraiser. The Bylsma’s 
and Schultz’s had a great time and thoroughly enjoyed the hunting, 
beautiful scenery, lodging, and food. After the program, it was time 
to draw for the lucky youth winners of the two management deer 
hunts at Two Hats Ranch. This is one more way that we are working 
to get our youth involved in hunting. The lucky winners were Mary 
Tait and Jackson Baareman. We weren’t done with winners just yet! 
Mary Tait’s brother Luke won the youth gun raffle. Rick Hansen won 
the jewelry, and Patty Bylsma won the adult gun raffle. 

STORY BY TODD MOELKER

April Monthly 
Dinner Round Up

Chapter President Mike Kwast 
greeted the 70 plus members 
and guests who came out for 
another great evening of fun, 
fellowship, and food

14 THE TRACKER 



Silver Bullet Firearms & Training Center offers:
• Custom gunsmithing

• 12 indoor shooting lanes

•  Training and self-defense classes by  

our own certified NRA instructors 

•  Large assortment of safes, shooting  

accessories and apparel

• We are now a Class 3 Dealer

5121 South Division . Wyoming, MI 49548
616-249-1911 • www.silverbulletfirearms.com

West Michigan’s premier

firearms 
dealer!

"if quality is your aim... 

            ...excellence is our game" 

 

SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhaapptteerr  
ssiinnccee  22000011  

  www.matwetwesafaris.com 
  info@matwetwesafaris.com 
 



A 
Turkey 
Tale 
Worth 
Telling

STORY BY DAKOYTA GREENMAN

It never ceases to amaze me the sheer volume of 
how much I have forgotten. Life moves so fast.  
Situations which once seemed insurmountable 
slowly lose their sharpness and quietly slip into 
the background, lost in the blur of routine and 
responsibility. Over time, that mental archive of 
lost and now ill-defined moments ranging from 
treasured to trivial, eventually fall into the autumn 
of perspective. But in that quiet realization, I’ve 
come to appreciate two simple truths: first, when 
you are in a situation which has the opportunity 
for peace, slow yourself down intentionally and 
purposefully. Let your mind breathe. And second, 
make it a point to identify and reflect on your 
“firsts.” As life marches on, they become fewer 
and farther between. The older I get, the more 
I crave those moments, for both myself and my 
family. It shakes us out of habit and reminds us 
what the foundation of joy truly is. 

Earlier last year, I was fortunate enough to meet 
the Weiss family through work. With a mutual 
love for the outdoors, they warmly and without 
hesitation invited me to hunt on their family farm 
located near Lansing. A farm that has been in their 
family for over a century. That alone is coveted 
for any outdoorsman, but their hospitality was 
not limited to a deer hunt. Without prompting 
from me, they extended an invitation to do a 
spring turkey hunt at their farm and welcomed the 
thought of me bringing my 7-year-old son, Elliott. 
This would signify his first hunt and my first 
turkey hunt!

We were up sharply at 4 a.m.  the morning of the 
hunt. We had a 2-hour drive ahead of us. 

FEATHERS, FIRSTS, 
AND FAMILY

Father and son 
tag a successful 
turkey harvest 
together—
passing down 
tradition, 
patience, and 
the love of the 
outdoors to the 
next generation.
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A s I awoke with an 
excitement that I haven’t 
felt in a long time, I 

left my room to find Elliott 
was already waiting at the 
top of the stairs, radiating the 
kind of unfiltered excitement 
only kids seem to have the 
ability to project. While he fell 
asleep in the truck, I had time 
for reflection. My thoughts 
reminding me to let go of the 
deadlines, the chores, and the 
unknowns of life outside of this 
hunt. Today, I told myself, was 
about being present for me, and 
for him.

We met Matt Weiss when we 
arrived and rode a few hundred 
yards to the spot where he’d 
scouted birds. On the way in, we 
were welcomed by about eight 
deer, watching us with ease like 
domestic cows. We got within 
40-50 yards before they bounded 
to the north side of the field and 
looked back. It was certainly an 
opening act for the blessing of 
what was to come.

I’ve always been an 
unapologetic big game hunter 
and have paid little attention 

to small game. Growing up, I 
never really spent time hunting 
small game or birds, so this style 
of hunting, while familiar, had 
elements which were slightly 
foreign. In reflection, I think it 
provided a unique opportunity 
for us in our first turkey hunt 
together, which overall made 
it richer. The active calling 
and response (which we were 
to expect) almost instinctively 
made me freeze up and not 
move a muscle. 

Not long after we set up, Matt 
started calling. A tom responded 
almost immediately from the 
thicket behind us. Over the next 
45 minutes, we went back and 
forth with him until two hens 
appeared to the north of Matt’s 
blind. Once they presented 
themselves to the playing field, 
they wasted no time and made 
a beeline for the decoys. To my 
and Elliott’s surprise, the hens 
started savagely attacking them, 
kicking them off their stands, 
and scratching at them until 
satisfied  these interlopers were 
sufficiently dealt with. Elliott 
sat perfectly still, wide-eyed 
but focused. We whispered 

back and forth about why in the 
world I couldn’t shoot one of 
those turkeys. While not clearly 
understanding Dad’s logic, he 
kept to quiet contempt, and we 
anxiously waited for what would 
come next.

Just as the hens began to wander 
off, I caught movement over 
Elliott’s shoulder, barely three 
feet from our blind. The pale 
head of a tom, puffed up and 
gobbling, was visible. Elliott 
somehow stayed calm and still 
as stone. We both watched in 
awe. The tom, however, stood 
between our blind and Matt. 
A shot now risked a huge 
trophy and an explanation to 
Matt’s wife as to the state of 
her husband! Almost through a 
mental link, Matt and I shared 
a mutual understanding of 
patience and waiting to see what 
this bird does.

Luckily, I didn’t have to test 
our patience for long as the tom 
eventually drifted far enough out 
to give a clear and safe shot. We 
harvested a quad-bearded tom 
with the longest beard just over 
10 inches. I looked over at my 

son and saw something that went 
deeper than just excitement. It 
was pride. It was connection. It 
was something near primal. It 
was a first I am hopeful he will 
carry with him for life.

It’s easy to say the hunt went 
smoothly. But as most hunters 
know, the real win wasn’t the 
turkey. It was the chance to 
share something pure and real. 
No screens. No distractions. 
Just a father and son, learning 
together. Being together. It was 
about time well spent, not time 
saved.
I would like to take a moment 
and express a sincere thank you 
to the Weiss family for your 
generosity, and the space you 
gave us to write this memory. 
And to Elliott: when life gets 
messy or hard, when adulthood 
weighs heavy, let this memory 
be a reminder of that early 
morning joy, that stillness in the 
blind, and the fire that sparked 
inside you. You were amazing 
out there. And just so you know 
forever—Dad will always love 
you.

Farm Equipment, Land, Antique 
Estate & Benefit Auction Specialists

Certified & Bonded
Personalized Service with Art or Noah

Art Smith @ 616-696-2598
Noah Smith @ 616-633-4254
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

over 40years in business ~ SCI & NRA Member
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FROM THE RIFLE BUILD TO 
THE PERFECT SHOT
GUNWORKS IS YOUR 
PARTNER IN THE PURSUIT OF 
LONG RANGE PERFECTION.

Our company is simple. We hunt hard. We 
shoot and train all year. We spend months, 
not days, with one shot between success and 
failure.



19THE TRACKER 



The 2025 fall season will be here before 
we know it. There are things to consider as 
we look ahead. Keep in mind that prices are 
changing rapidly due to tariffs and freight 
issues. Also, do not hesitate to decide on 
items you may need for an upcoming hunt 
as the supply chain has many resemblances 
to the covid days of tight supply.  Many 
manufacturers have held off from shipping 
products due to instability in calculating their 
end costs because of tariffs and shipping 
container costs. This fall will be a crap shoot 
as to what will be available on a timely basis.

New items to be aware of in the fast-changing 
world of optics. The hot tickets right now are 
image stabilized binos by Sig Sauer and Kite 
Optics. Vortex and Swarovski have come out 
with a line of compact spotting scopes in both 
straight as well as angled models. MagView 
and Painted Arrow will adapt your phone to be 
used with spotting scopes, binos and tripods.  
Leupold now has a range finder that will 
download into ONYX Hunt mapping software. 
Last but not least, check out the range finding 
binos by Swarovski, Vortex and Revic.

Archery and Hunting Gear Update 
REPORT BY PETE MIEDEMA OF LONG RANGE ARCHERY AND 
FIREARMS

DON’T DELAY
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Your SCI Connection!

Specializing in Litigation, Real Estate,
Business, Estate Planning,

Family and Environmental Law.

Scott Timmer Dan Olson



It was reported that an unfortunate error left 
a name off the board member ballots. After 
consulting with our legal advisor, it was decided 
to cancel the election this year and carry over the 
current board till next year. 
 
Our May meeting was sponsored by Aaron 
Hollister, Fireside Financial Partners. Thank you, 
Aaron, for your continued support of our Chapter. 
Let’s thank our generous sponsors by patronizing 
them. 
David Droge, From Fourth Arrow, Haymarsh Hunt 
Club, and Raised At Full Draw Youth Camps led 
in the Pledge of Allegiance and opened in prayer. 
After which, we enjoyed a great pulled pork and 
pulled chicken dinner.

Our program included two parts and focused 
on our youth. David Droge gave an update on 
the Raised at Full Draw  youth camp program, 
at Haymarsh Hunt Club, where the campers are 

taught how to bow hunt and to do it safely. These 
camps prepare the next generation to carry on our 
great hunting traditions. Our chapter presented 
David Droge with a check for $5,000 to support 
this great cause.  

Next up were Tyler Wildman and Michael Fitzner. 
They have a podcast, Tru2Shooters, promoting 
youth in competitive shotgun sports and are 
also leading competitive shooters themselves. 
They talked about how they got into competitive 
shooting and encouraged our young members 
to join the shooting sports. Tyler started his 
competitive shooting with the Kent County Orange 
Crushers, an organization we support. 

After the program, it was time for some winners. 
The youth gun winner was Anna Tait. The jewelry 
winner was Ty Ricord with his great Aunt Sue 
Ellen McCreary. The gun winner was Aaron 
Hollister.  

STORY BY TODD MOELKER

May Monthly 
Dinner Round Up

Chapter President Mike Kwast opened with some updates 
and comments about who we are as a chapter, some of 
our accomplishments, and our goals. The reminder was 
once again given that without your help none of this would 
be possible. 
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WE ARE DOERS
At each monthly meeting we have a free raffle 
for a gun, just for our kids. Denny Sprik, our 
humanitarian chair along with Captain Tim Becker, 
provide many free fishing charters for kids with 
the funds you, our members, donate. For many of 
these kids, this is their first exposure to outdoor 
sports. Our Michigan SCI Chapter sponsors the 
Orange Crush youth shotgun sports team as well 
as the Raised at Full Draw archery camps. We also 
celebrate with our youth when they are successful 
in the field and in competitive shooting sports. 
Here are some pictures of our youth enjoying the 
outdoors. As editor, I apologize not having the 
young man’s name who shot this great bear! If 
someone can get me his name, I’d love to include 
it in the next issue.  

Our kids are the 
future of hunting. As a 
chapter, we are active 
in recruiting youths 
into our great passion 
for the outdoors. 

Brooklyn and Grandpa 
Tom spending time 
Turkey hunting. 

Orange Crush Team Tyler.
Sporting his medals.  
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CROSSBOWS

Four of them stood out as bears I’d take 
on the first day. With great excitement, 
I climbed into the stand! I’d been 
practicing with my crossbow and knew 
that it was really dialed in. In fact, my 
practice sessions would involve shooting 
each practice bolt, out to forty yards, at 
a different bullseye to avoid the costly 
success of shafting and ruining the bolts. 
Well, wouldn’t you know it, one of the 
four bears I was interested in showed up 
and offered a shot. The shot hit further 
back than planned and we didn’t recover 
the bear till morning. The whole trip home 
I was puzzled by the bad hit.  I went back 
to the archery shop to have them check 
out my crossbow. The crossbow cable 
exploded while the bow technician was 
cocking it! The very last shot from that 
crossbow accounted for my bear! After 
further investigation, it was determined 
the cable had somehow become frayed, 

resulting in the hit that was too far back. 
After some procrastination, I decided 
to book another bear hunt with Cooks 
Outfitting. The available hunt dates were 
over Memorial Day weekend and into 
the next week encompassing Memorial 
Day. Expecting heavy traffic around the 
holiday, I chose to take the northern route 
to Saskatchewan. I enjoyed a leisurely 
three-day drive to camp. On this hunt, I 
shared camp with a younger couple from 
Texas and a couple guys from the Upper 
Peninsula. Around 2 p.m. we’d get ready 
to go. Chris drove the Texas couple and 
myself to our stands. We’d go as far as we 
could in his truck and then take a UTV, 
with a small trailer behind it, the rest of 
the way. I’d usually start hunting around 4 
p.m. and hunt till dark which was around 
10 p.m.  After a few days of hunting, things 
were getting into a routine. We were all 
seeing bears and I had a certain brown 

color phase bear that I really wanted. This 
is where the story gets very interesting, 
comical, embarrassing, and also 
successful! Chris brought me to the tree 
stand I’d be using to hopefully get a shot 
at the brown phase bear I’d set my heart 
on. Well, the bears were moving early, and 
we bumped a sow and the brown phase 
bear while getting to the tree stand. What 
was worse, I did not realize I’d forgotten 
my crossbow bolts until I got into the tree 
stand! I was sure they were just back at 
the trailer that Chris pulls behind the UTV. 
I stayed in the tree stand and Chris went 
back for my bolts, but the bolts weren’t in 
the trailer and Chris had to go all the way 
back to the truck! I’m guessing that many 
who are reading this can already write 
the next chapter. Of course, the sow and 
brown phase bear came right back out and 
enjoyed a leisurely dinner while I looked 
on helplessly. 

BOLTS & BEARS

As told by Joe Guinn to 
Todd Moelker
I was the winning bidder 
of the black bear hunt 
donated by Chris Cook 
(owner) of Cooks Outfitting 
based in Saskatchewan 
Canada.  I won the hunt at 
the Michigan Chapter Safari 
Club’s 2024 fundraiser. 
When I arrived at camp, 
Chris showed me pictures 
of several bears actively 
hitting baits. 

STORY BY JOE GUINN
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When Chris returned, the bears spooked and 
ran off. At this point, I was worried they 
wouldn’t return as they had already fed for 

quite a while. A short time later, a small bear came in, fed, 
and then left. After sitting for quite some time I needed to 
stand and stretch. Of course, as soon as I stood up a bear 
suddenly appeared. It wasn’t the brown phase bear, but it 
looked like a pretty good one just the same. My adrenaline 
spiked. I clunked my crossbow on the stand which got the 
bear’s attention, and he started walking away. I was able to 
get off a shot when he stopped to look back. The shot was 
good. He only ran a short distance out of sight. I heard the 
death moan and knew I had my bear! Chris told me to stay 
in my stand and wait for him before going to look for the 
bear. I knew it was dead. I got down and found him. Well, 
I gotta say, there was some ground shrinkage. He wasn’t 
as big as I’d thought. We got the bear back to camp where 
Chris skinned, butchered, and packed the meat. It wasn’t a 
huge bear, but I had a cooler of meat and a very nice bear 
skin which was quite satisfying after the craziness of the 
forgotten bolts! The next day, four of us went fishing and 
caught a nice mess of pike. This was a great way to end my 
time in bear camp. 
There was a forest fire burning in the provincial park 
north of camp.  The day we went fishing the Canadian 
government closed the park to all ATVs which we needed 
to get back to our stands, so I decided to leave on the 
long drive home the next morning. During the night I was 
awakened by the smell of smoke. Turns out the wind had 
changed direction and the fire was now just two hours from 
camp. Chris and the other guide helped me pack up my 
stuff and I hit the road. The smoke followed me all the way 
to Regina, Saskatchewan. However, the rest of the drive 
home was uneventful. A hunt is so much more than just the 
kill. I met some great people from Texas and the U.P. and 
did some fishing. I would say that was a win, win, win!      

CROSSBOWS

STORY BY JOE GUINN



CROTON SPORTSMEN 

FOR YOUTH AND DISABLED VETERANS
In late October 2009, a veteran 
friend of mine and I joined 
together to organize a special 
appreciation event honoring 
our disabled veteran brothers. 
This event became known as 
“Hookin’ Up Heroes”. It entailed 
a fishing tournament which also 
included a motorcycle run with 
a hog roast, auction, and live 
music. All proceeds were to 
be donated to an organization 
helping veterans. In 2010, we 
reached out to people familiar 
with different aspects of the 
planned event. As with most 
newly organizational events, 
there were adjustments and 
changes suggested and needed. 
All in all, it ended well and we 
learned a great deal. As 2011 
started, we began receiving 
additional volunteer offers 
from folks outside our normal 
volunteer group. Unfortunately, 
we had many who wanted 
to utilize our resources and 
platform for purposes not 
aligned with our
 “organizations vision.”

In 2012, our planning meeting 
did not go in the direction I 
had hoped. I decided to part 
ways with the group and opted 
to utilize my experience as a 
boat captain--joining in the 
excitement and commitment of 
taking veterans fishing on my 
boat. This is one of the most 
rewarding experiences ever! 
Seeing the joy and excitement 
that came into play working 
with fellow veterans has been 
overwhelmingly positive. 
I decided, on the spot, this 
important event has got to 
continue. Now established as 
“Hookin’ Up Veterans” it is 
in its 16th year of operation. 
The organization “Hookin’ Up 
Heroes” disbanded in 2012. 
Now came 2013. This was all 
still very new to me and I had no 

“wingman.” However, I do have 
divine leadership and guidance. 
With that said, opportunities 
and people were entering into 
positions that would soon start 
everything falling into place! 
The first to emerge was Denny 
Sprick. Denny was manning the 
SCI Michigan Chapter trailer 
at the Grand Rapids Home 
for Veterans Carnival event. 
I introduced myself and our 
organization to Denny. We had 
a very rewarding conversation 
in the sense that it enlightened 
me as to the mission of SCI 
and their organization’s desire 
to help folks like me. Not only 
did I have a new friend, but 
the whole SCI Organization of 
which I am now a life member. 
I am also the Newaygo County 
coordinator for the DNR hunter 
safety program and current 
president/founder of Croton 
Sportsmen for Youth and 
Disabled Veterans (CSYDV). 
That said, we support youth 
programs as well. Offering 
archery, gun safety, crossbow, 
and fishing. These programs 
require equipment. Previously, 
I was using $30 BB guns. 
They did the job. However, 
they required a great deal of 
maintenance. I explained this 
to my new friend, Mr. Sprick. 
He suggested I write a letter 
to the SCI Michigan Chapter 
board and request some support, 
which I did. Not long after we 
received new pellet rifles! They 
were top shelf equipment. I had 
been supporting this project out 
of my personal funds from the 
beginning. It was growing more 
difficult and becoming too much 
from my income to provide the 
level of support I needed. So, I 
did all the paperwork, paid “the 
man,” and we are now a 501(c)
(3). Over this period, I had 
several veteran friends join me 
on a volunteer basis. 

A bit of background and history allows 
you to see how our current organization 
has been instrumental in supporting our 
deserving veterans. 

STORY BY EDWARD LEWIS
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Hunt 2 Heal 
is a non-profit organization whose mission is to pro-
vide accessible, safe and comfortable outdoor 
experiences to people with physical disabilities to 
improve mental health. 
A barrier free lodge and 640 acres of accessible land 
provide an outdoor haven for hunting and other out-
door activities that removes many of the barriers to 
reconnect with nature. 
Our program consists of a full weekend (Friday - Sun-
day) of hunting, meals, bonfires and other fun 
activities in the great outdoors. There is an applica-
tion and selection process we have implemented since 
our hunting weekends are limited. The opportunity 
is available to all, with no cost. 

Experience new adventures and the healing power 
of nature with Hunt2Heal. 

3714 28th Street SW, Grandville, MI 49418 
kim@hunt2heal.org 

Call or Text (616) 610-0252 
www.hunt2heal.org

Carson Nyenhuis - Founder and President

Dear Safari Club International  
Michigan Chapter,

Thank you for your generous gift of $5,000.00 
that you made on 2/13/2024. Every act of your 
generosity helps us further our mission. Your 
gift will help us get more people back into the 
outdoors to experience nature, camaraderie, 
and emotional and spiritual well-being.
Your gift is allowing us to realize a dream. 
It’s great to get back out into the woods. All 
that have wanted to do is to share the hunting 
experience that gave me my life back so that 
I can help as many others who might also be 
experiencing a life-changing disability. It was 
the thing that helped me more than anything 
else.
Thank you again for your most generous 
support and your willingness to make a 
difference.

Sincerely,
Carson Nyenhuis
Founder

They all had pontoon boats. We were able to take 
more kids and veterans fishing. Unfortunately, 
there were folks being left out because they were 
in wheelchairs. This needed to change. I designed 
a fold-up wheelchair ramp that attaches to the boat. 
It needed to be lightweight but strong. I reached out 

to some folks with my ramp design plan including the aluminum 
diamond plate with other needed materials required to complete the 
project. Wonderful people with vision provided donations to “get 
the job done.” We could now take someone in a wheelchair out on 
the water. In 2014, a request to take 2 wheelchairs came about. To 
accomplish this task, we needed another boat with a wheelchair 
ramp. Hello Mr. Sprick and SCI. I am going to end here on a very 
happy note. Everyone can see where this is going. 16 years of history 
is a lot to cover in one article. SCI has continued to support us over 
the years. Currently, we are constructing a new pavillion with a 
wheelchair sidewalk system at our place in Newaygo County. SCI 
as well as other corporate sponsors made this possible. It most likely 
will not be completed this year, but is well on the way, thanks to 
generous supporters like the SCI Michigan Chapter. With the funds 
we have received, we have helped provide a wonderful avenue of 
enjoyment for so many veterans who are all very deserving!
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PETE’S LIVING THE DREAM.

Dakoyta (L) and Friend Daniel (L) and Erik (R)
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JOIN THE HUNT
want to

MEMBER’S  ADVENTURES

Snow goose gang back at it 
again. A great experience with 
great people. Looking forward 
to the next hunt. 
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CAUGHT ON THE CAM
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INSTRUCTORS

Katie Ockert, Michigan State University Extension Educator 
Dr. Jerry Belant, Boone and Crockett Chair, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife,
Michigan State University

FW 491—Hunting
and Conservation

FALL 2024

COURSE PURPOSE
Hunting is an important component of wildlife management, provides funding
for conservation, and has deep cultural roots. Increased understanding of the
values and role of hunting is key to ensuring that effective conservation can
continue. 

This course exposed students to the history, ethics and practice of hunting, the
consumptive use of game species, and public policy issues using an interactive
approach that included practical experiences in firearm and archery safety, and
safe home game processing.

characteristics of an ethical hunter. 

COURSE LECTURES
The course began with students exploring the history of hunting by reading
and discussing the text History of Hunting: A Cultural View, by Jan E. Dizard
and Mary Zeiss Stange. This text provided a rich history from the stone age to
today’s hunters, supporting thoughtful discussions on hunting in the past,
conservation, and the ethics of contemporary hunting

Students wrote reflective essays regarding their thoughts on what attributes
and characteristics make a hunter and a hunt “ethical.” Overwhelmingly,
students indicated that having respect and compassion for the animal and
obeying hunting laws and regulations were the two most important

Students learned  
 from experts at all levels of 

government and non-governmental 
organizations on the role of hunting in 

wildlife conservation. The consumptive 
 use of game species was also a focus 

of lectures and students learned about
 relationships between hunting and 

food insecurity in Michigan. 

Students learn how to safely 
process venison. 

Practicing collecting tissue
samples for CWD testing.

COURSE LABRATORIES
Laboratory sessions provided students with practical, hands-on experiences
where they honed their knowledge and skills. Laboratories included expert
instruction from Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) officers
Cpl. Ken Lowell and Cpl. Steve Orange who trained and certified students
through the Michigan Hunter Safety Course, offered tree stand safety training,
and firearm safety and maintenance. 

MSU Demmer Center staff taught archery techniques to
all skill levels, provided stationary and 3D targets, and a
state-of-the-art archery simulator. Cpl. Ken Lowell also
provided opportunities for students to become
Michigan Bowhunter safety certified.

Remaining lab sessions illustrated how the MDNR uses
drones in conservation work, offered students a wild
game dinner with a professional hunting guide,
demonstrated methods in white-tailed deer lymph node
extraction for chronic wasting disease testing, and how
to process an entire deer. 



Students learn antler scoring. MDNR instructs on gun safety.

Crockett scoring system, estimate deer 

wear and replacement, assess meat 

Practical skills were also
 honed. Students learned how to 

score antlers using the Boone and 

age classes on the hoof and using tooth 

quality, and how to remove the 
 retropharyngeal lymph nodes 

Student at the wild game dinner.

Students debated topics 
like mandatory CWD and lead 

testing for donated venison and 
how current barriers in the process 
could be overcome while ensuring 

that donated meat is safe 
and wholesome.

from deer for CWD testing.

View of hunting

very unfavorable

neutral

favorable

very favorable

Wildlife overpopulation can
negatively impact ecosystems

View of hunting

strongly disagree

neutral

agree

strongly agree

strongly disagree

neutral

agree

strongly agree

very unfavorable

neutral

favorable

very favorable

very unfavorable

favorable

very favorable

Wildlife overpopulation can
negatively impact ecosystems

views were diverse.

COURSE SURVEYS
Pre- and post-course surveys assessed students’ views on hunting, impacts 
of wildlife overabundance on ecosystems, and proficiency with firearm and
archery equipment.

all students agreed.

PRE POST

views were all favorable.

most students agreed.

We extend our sincere thanks to those who
supported this inaugural course with their
knowledge, time, and in-kind or financial
contributions. Without you, this course
would not have been an overwhelming
success. 

Thank You

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

ockertka@msu.edu
jbelant@msu.edu

“I can proficiently 
use a firearm.”

strongly disagree

disagree

agree

strongly agree

“My confidence in archery
proficiency has increased.”

“My confidence in firearm
proficiency has increased.”

strongly disagree

disagree

agree

strongly agree

“I can proficiently 
use archery equipment.”

proficiency was varied.

students improved overall.

PRE POST

every student improved.

proficiency was highly varied.

Results from the surveys were overwhelmingly positive. 

neither agree 
nor disagree

agree

strongly agree

neither agree 
nor disagree

agree

strongly agree



If you are experiencing back or neck pain, 
headaches, any joint pain, balance or mobility 

problems, we may be able to help!

OUR SERVICES
Regenerative Medicine - Platelet Rich Plasma (PRP)

Human Cellular Tissue Products - Pain Injections
Chiropractic Therapy - Massage Therapy - Exercise Therapy

Stretching Therapy - Soft Tissue Therapy

Visit Our Website
www.ichiroclinics.com

www.peakperformanceintegratedmedicine.org

South Office
6750 Kalamazoo Ave, Se Suite K

Grand Rapids, MI 49508 

616-656-1830

North Office
4150 E. Beltline #3

Grand Rapids, MI 49525 

616-447-9888



Mike Bailey Tim Jones David Owel
Merle Barnaby Dan Jordan David Owen
Alma Bing Bryan Judge Steve Peasley
Stony Bing Clint Karsemeyer Debbie Pedersen
Gary Bogn er David Kidder Joe Pedersen
Jerry Brenner Larry Keift Steve Perrins
Ron Browning Aaron Kik Tim Piccard
Stan Buell John Koetje Stacey Platz
Jon Bumstead Tom Kooistra Dale Ringerwole
Tim Burkhart Vern Kuipers Doug Schippers
Scott Bylsma Mike Kwast David Slikkers
Ivan Carter Quincy Kwast Tom Soberg
James Cooke Renee Leonard Dennis Sprick
Louis Cusack Mike Leonard Lewis Squires
Scott DeGraff M.Rieger Lesiow Larry Staab
Keith DeWitt Suzanna Lesiow Sandy Stegeman
Ed DeYoung Clark Lincoln Tim Stegeman
Edwin Dean Karen Lincoln Bill Stockwell
Don Dixon Joe Maggini John Stone
Linda Dixon C.T. Martin Brian Teunis
Vern Edewaard Gary Miller Brian Thompson
C. Andrew Edwards Nancy Mills J.Scott Timmer
Michael Fettig Robert Mills, Jr. Dan VanderMuelen
Jamie Flewelling Tom Miranda Brandon VanHouten
Ron Grenadier Jeff Mohney Rich VanDyke
Ben Grooters Joe Mulders James Weick
Tim Hansel Carolyn Murray Harry Weller
Don Harter Ryan Murray Jack Weller
Mary Harter Jim Naber Jake Weller
Cindy Higgins Jim Novitsky Skip Weller
Larry Higgins Dan Olson Dave Wilkins
Mary Higgins Cari Overweg Jon Zieman
Kendall Jones Scott Overweg

LIFETIME MEMBERS



LIFETIME MEMBERS
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WHERE YOUR MONEY GOES!
SCI WIldlife Conservation & Hunter Right
Support
Ivan Carter Wildlife Conservation Alliance
Guiding Influence
Quest Ministries
Powderhorn Charters
Colorado Wildlife Deserve Better
MOOD TV
MSU Conservation Class - SCI MIC
Hunt 2 Heal
Outdoor Discovery Center
Youth Pheasant Hunt 
Best Outdoors
JD Vance Video with Ruthless TV
First Time Hunter Pledge
Michigan Ad - SCI MIC
2024 Support Donation - SCI MIC
Grad Grant - SCI MIC
Kent County Orange Crushers
Sportsmen for Youth - Placemat Program

GRAND TOTAL

$41,067

$20,000
$7,500
$7,000
$6,500
$6,368
$5,800
$5,000
$5,000
$3,500
$3,845
$3,000
$2,000
$1,500
$1,500
$1,500
$500
$500
$150

$122,230

for sponsoring our 1st Time Hunter program

wildlifecentermi.org

Ezekiel Guikema-11   Hart, MI

Thank you SCI

Michigan Chapter!

On behalf of The Wildlife Center at Legends Ranch, I would like to express our heartfelt gratitude for your
generous sponsorship of our 1st Time Hunter program. Your support has made it possible for us to offer life-
changing opportunities to 59 new hunters this year and a total of 343 since 2020.

Your sponsorship plays a crucial role in recruiting and introducing new individuals to the wonderful world of
hunting. Through this program, we aim to ignite a passion for the sport and foster a deep appreciation for
wildlife conservation. By providing these aspiring hunters with the chance to experience the thrill of the
hunt in a safe and controlled environment, we are confident they will carry this love for hunting and
conservation throughout their lives.

Ezekiel Guikema is an eleven year old boy who attends Oceana Christian School. Ezekiel came to The
Wildlife Center at Legends Ranch through our FREE School Tours program. We reached out to each of our
54 schools that visited us during 2024 and requested they each send us one student chosen to be a 1st
Time Hunter at Legends Ranch. Ezekiel won a contest at his school and won the opportunity to become a
1st Time Hunter. He attended his hunt this December with his father and successfully harvested his first
whitetail deer. He is so excited to use his hunting skills at home next year!
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WHERE YOUR MONEY GOES!
SCI WIldlife Conservation & Hunter Right
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Ivan Carter Wildlife Conservation Alliance
Guiding Influence
Quest Ministries
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JD Vance Video with Ruthless TV
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2530 Van Ommen Drive, Holland, MI 49424   616-399-3011   www.Longrangearchery.com

Mon – Closed
Tue – 10am-6pm
Wed – 10am-6pm
Thur – 10am-8pm
Fri – 10am-5pm
Sat – 8am-4pm
Sun – Closed

ARCHERY SERVICES
• Full-service compound and long bow
repair and tuning

• Full crossbow repair and tune up
• Custom arrow builds

FIREARMS SERVICES
• Pistol and AR repair and upgrades
• Sight replacement and upgrades

TylerTyler Dylan Dustin Brandon

HUMANITARIAN DONATIONS 2025
We would like to thank all of you who donated to our Humanitarian Fund this year.  All monies donated go directly to causes that support events 
for challenged youth & adults, veterans, others with special needs, and organizations that support our mission and goals. Your continued support 

enables us to help so many, in so many ways!

– $3500.00 –
Skip & Sheri Weller

– $3000.00 –
David & Mary Slikker

– $1000.00 –
Tim Burhart

Mike & Quincy Kwast
Jim & Sandy Naber
Tim & Lisa Piccard
Jay & Stacey Platz

Bruce & Nancy Tyree

– $750.00 –
David & Alvera Kidder
John & Helen Mellema

– $500.00 –
James Cooke

Don & Linda Dixon
Vern & Carol Edewaard

Tim & Jocelyn Jones
Mike & Renee Leonard

Bill MacDermaid &
Allie Emery

Mark & Kim McCoy
Lee & Jan Murray

Joe & Debbie Pedersen
Dale & Denise Ringerwole

Jerry & Sandy Swett
Tim & Charity Torpey

– $250.00 –
Scott & Patty Bylsma

Todd Cook
Sam & Danielle Fahl

Bob & Deb Garza
Rob  Doro &

      Scott Doro
Rob & Joy Harms
Brandon Heyboer

Robert Hicks
Bob & Nancy Mills

Geoff Newmyer
Ron & Kristy Northman

Dan & Julie Olson
Scott & Melissa Sieracki

Larry Smith &
     Diane Thompson

Tim VanZyll  
Joel Zuidema

– $200.00 –
Mark & Kathy Haisma

– $100.00 –
Bill & Cheryl Bettys
Stony & Alma Bing
Johann Combrink

Elijah Cook
Ed & Lisa DeYoung

Will & Kasey Fawcett
Bob & Meredith Gano

Chase Grant &
      Leo Grant
Dale Grimes
Joe Guinn

Gary & Brenda Haisma

– $100.00 –
Dustin Hemmes

Brandon & Jill Hill
Tony LaShay

Tim & Angie May
Brandon Mechling

Todd & Lynda Moelker
Kyle & Mallory Mroz

Jeremy Perez
Rich & Emily Pyle

Dan Ruster
Bob Schautz

Randy & Lori Schultz
Nick Sprankles

Fred & Bonnie Swart
Dan & Debra TerHorst

Brian Thompson+Carole Stowell
Rich & Sara VanDyke

David Wynalda

– $50.00 –
Troy Baareman

John Pitsch
Ryan Willie

– $25.00 – 
Art Smith



SCI MICHIGAN 2025 DONATION LIST
The SCI Michigan Chapter Board of Directors wish to thank the following people who have generously donated cash to this 

year’s Annual Donor Drive as well as to the other fund drives held during the convention.
We are very thankful for each donor. Your donations make the important work of SCI and SCI Michigan possible.

David & Mary Slikkers
Brenner Excavating  

Jeff Mohoney  
Don & Mary Harder

Vern & Carol Edewaard

Ron & Mary Johnson    
David & Alvera Kidder    
John & Helen Mellema    

Rodney & Jennette Winkel      
Don & Linda Dixon

Bob Schautz  
Dennis Sprick

Michelle Ghareeb

If we missed recognizing or thanking anyone, we apologize. 
Please let us know so it can be corrected in our next Tracker magazine.

SCI MICHIGAN CHAPTER 2025
CONVENTION SUPPORTERS

The SCI Michigan Chapter Board of Directors wish to thank the following people and companies 
who have generously donated cash or merchandise for our 2023 fundraiser.

Aaron Gellar Photography
Lee & Jan Murray
Afrihunt Safaris

Legends Taxidermy
Alan Reinemann

Long Range Archery & FirearmsLLC
Anchor Point Wealth Management

MacLeod Insurance Agency
Anurity Ranch
Marupa Safaris

Argentina Bird Hunts & HP 
WingshootingAdventures

Matwetwe Safaris
Arluk Outfitters

Michelle Ghareeb & Denny Sprick
Baranof Expeditions

Michigan Whitetail Food Plots
Bergara

Naber’s Taxidermy
Best Outdoors LLC & Packer MAXX
New Zealand Hunting Adventures

Byron Hart African Safaris
Numzaan Safaris

Cascade Furs
Orion Construction
Cedar Cove Ranch

Peak Performance Integrated 
Medicine/iChiro

Columbus McKinnon Corp
Pine Ridge Taxidermy

Cooks Outfitting
Pope Brothers Guide Service

Coppersmith Global Logistics
Powderhorn Sportfishing Charters

Corju Hunting
Prime Archery & G5 Outdoors

Craig Boddington
Rainy Pass Lodge
Dan & Julie Olson

Roche Safaris
Don & Linda Dixon

Roger Froling
Erwins Outdoors

Safari Art
Everland Outdoors

Safari Unlimited LLC
Final Rest Shooting Systems

Sam & Danielle Fahl
Fourth Arrow

Silver Bullet Firearms
Game Trackers Africa

Skip Weller
Giuseppe Carrizosa

Slayer Blinds
Great North Real Estate

South Pacific Safaris
Gunwerks

Sunrize Safaris
Haymarsh Hunt Club
Terra Pampa Lodge

Hepburn Lake Lodge
The Gator Quest

Hidden Horns Game Ranch
Thomas & Company II

High West Outfitters
Three Sixty Safaris

Hunt Trip Spain by Francisco Rosich
Todd & Tania Cook

Jan Oelofse Hunting Safaris
Tom Dreyer Safaris
Jannie Otto Safaris

Trijicon
Jerry Brenner

Two Hats Ranch
Joe & Debbie Pedersen
West Central Outfitters

John Weidner
Wild Namibia Hunting Safaris

Kenetrek
Wild Spirit Guide Service

La Espadella Hunting Adventures
Wyndscent

Larry Smith & Diane Thompson
Zambeze Delta Safaris



We specialize
in the importation of Hunting Trophies

from around the world. Tell us where your trophies are, and 
we will get them home to you or your

U.S. taxidermist.

Michael Coppersmith
National Hunting Trophy Coordinator

(404) 366-1650 ext. 13
michael@coppersmith.com • www.huntingtrophy.com

ATLANTA, GA (ATL)
114 Southfield Parkway #170
Forest Park, GA 30297
Phn: 404-366-1650 Fax: 404-366-1649 
atltro@coppersmith.com

DALLAS, TX (DFW)
1200 Minters Chapel Rd. STE 100
Grapevine, TX 76051
Phn: 817-421-8989 Fax: 817-421-6464 
dfwtro@coppersmith.com

LOS ANGELES, CA (LAX)
525 S. Douglas St. #100 
El Segundo, CA 90245
Phn: 310 607-8000 Fax: 310-607-8001 
laxtro@coppersmith.com

SEATTLE, WA (SEA)
3100 S. 176th St. Ste 120 
Seattle, WA 98188
Phn: 206 242-6181 Fax: 206-242-0089 
seatro@coppersmith.com 

PORTLAND, OR (PDX)
6135 N.E. 80th Ave. Ste A4
Portland, OR 97218
Phn: 503 249-1400 Fax: 503-249-3950 
pdxtro@coppersmith.com 

CHICAGO, IL (ORD)
760 Bonnie Lane
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
Phn: 847 437-1500 Fax: 847-437-1501 
ordtro@coppersmith.com

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (SFO)
434 Rozzi Place
South San Francisco, CA 94080
Phn: 650 872-1225 Fax: 650-872-1070 
sfotro@coppersmith.com 

HOUSTON, TX (IAH)
15904 International Plaza Dr.
Houston, TX 77032
Phone: 281 442-4800 Fax: 281-442-8892 
iahtro@coppersmith.com

NEW YORK, NY (JFK)
One Cross Island Plaza Ste 117
Rosedale, NY 11422
Phn: 718-723-5000 Fax: 718-723-5005 
jfktro@coppersmith.com

Safari Club International
Michigan Chapter
P.O. Box 1807
Grand Rapids, MI 49501


