
KEEPING MICHIGAN 
SAFARI MEMBERS 
ON THE RIGHT TRACK

LOUISIANA HOT

ISN’T JUST 
A SAUCE!

ZAMBEZE 

DELTA 
UPDATE

RHINO 

HUNT

M I C H I G A N  C H A P T E R  S C I 

I S S U E  1 0  -  F A L L  2 0 2 4



616.455.2880
www.naberstaxidermy.com

34-76th St. SW  •  Grand Rapids, MI 49548

Working with SCI members since 1984
to create custom, creative and lifelike

taxidermy that preserves the
memory of your adventures.



616.455.2880
www.naberstaxidermy.com

34-76th St. SW  •  Grand Rapids, MI 49548

Working with SCI members since 1984
to create custom, creative and lifelike

taxidermy that preserves the
memory of your adventures.

SCI’S PURPOSE AND INTENT
A. �To promote good fellowship among all who love the 

outdoors and hunting.
B. �To promote conservation of the world’s renewable wildlife 

resources, recognizing hunting as one of the many 
management tools.

C. �To educate youth, sportsmen and the public in 
conservation of our wildlife and our forests, which are our 
natural heritage.

D. �To share our hunting experiences and information among 
our membership.

E. �To operate the association as a non-profit organization, 
consistent with its charitable purposes, while providing 
enjoyment for our members, always with the goal of 
helping to conserve the animals that we love to hunt today 
for those who will come to love the sport tomorrow.

SCI’S CODES OF ETHICS
Recognizing my responsibilities to wildlife, habitat

and future generations, I pledge:
A. �To conduct myself in the field so as to make a positive 

contribution to wildlife and ecosystems.
B. �To improve my skills as a woodsman and marksman to 

ensure humane harvesting of wildlife.
C. �To comply with all game laws in the spirit of fair chase, and 

to influence my companions accordingly.
D. �To accept my responsibility to provide all possible 

assistance to game law enforcement officers.
E. �To waste no opportunity to teach young people the full 

meaning of this code of ethics.
F. �To reflect in word and behavior only credit upon the 

fraternity of sportsmen, and to demonstrate abiding respect 
for game, habitat and property where I am privileged          
to hunt.

SCI MASTER MEASURERS 
Brent Arnson				           (C) 231-744-8374 
1731 Holton Road, North Muskegon, MI 49445 
Jim Benton 				           (C) 616-262-6190 
jim@jimbentontv.com
Gary Bogner  				           (H) 231-744-2665 
1301 Central Avenue,North Muskegon, MI 49445            Fax 231-744-6428
Jamie Flewelling 			          (H) 231-845-2605  
5089 North US 31, Scottville, MI 49454                       (W) 231-757-9589
Larry Higgins 				           (H) 989-732-0728 
1894 Kosiara Road, Gaylord, MI 49735
David G. Kidder			          (H) 231-854-1390 
5848 North Green Ave., Hesperia, MI 49421-9120
Clark Lincoln				           (H) 989-463-8794 
4335 W. Harrison, Alma, MI 48801
Joe Pedersen	   			          (C) 616-262-1468 
4133 Stone Valley Lane, Twin Lake, MI 49457

SCI OFFICIAL SCORERS
Ron Johnson				           (H) 616-754-9732 
1520 Como Lake Drive, Greenville, MI 48838	       Fax 616-754-9732
Jim Naber 				          (W) 616-455-2880 
34-76th Street SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49548
Randy Wolfe				          (W) 231-757-9589 
1360 N. Cedar Lane Rd., Scottville, MI 49454-9615

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
2023 - 2024

Dr. Michael Kwast - President 
drmike@ichiroclinics.com�  616-822-4127
Stacey Platz - Vice President 
skoning0826@gmail.com	�  616-340-1714
Ron Grenadier - Treasurer 
grenadr@hotmail.com � 574-612-8878
Bob Mills III - Secretary 
robert.e.mills@gmail.com�   616-340-5735
Scott Bylsma
grizz@bylsmanet.com		  616-460-0019
Todd Cook 
toddjcook@outlook.com� 616-318-0515
Don Dixon
dixonofada@comcast.net� 616-450-4644
Brandon Heyboer  
bheyboer@gmail.com � 616-583-6353
Quincy Kwast 
quincy@ichiroclinics.com	�  616-262-3975
Todd Moelker 
trmoelker@gmail.com�   616-889-1003
Jim Naber 
jnaber@naberstaxidermy.com                       	 616-889-4202
Ron Northman 
captainron1216@gmail.com	�  616-402-9004
Jay Platz 
jayplatz22@gmail.com	�  616-485-3129
Scott Sieracki 
scott.sieracki@charter.net	�  616-443-3500
Larry Smith 
Lwsmith738@gmail.com	�  616-279-2926
Denny Sprick 
dlsprick@gmail.com	�  616-443-4403

Non-Michigan Board Members:
Michelle Ghareeb - Chapter Liaison 
mvghareeb@gmail.com	�  616-446-4743

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
JUNE 2023 - MAY 2024

Admin:  
Chair – Mike Kwast

Awards and Recognition:  
Chair – Mike Kwast 

Bylaws:  
Chair – Dan Olson 

Fundraising Events:  
Chair – Jay and Stacey Platz 

Education-AWLS/MUCC/MIC:  
Chair – Larry Smith 

Guides & Outfitters:  
Chair – Todd Cook 

Guns & Equipment:  
Co-Chairs – Larry Smith &  
Jay Platz 

Humanitarian Services:  
Chair – Denny Sprick 

Membership:  
Chair – Jim Naber 

Monthly Meetings:  
Co- Chair - Todd Moelker

and Ron Northman 
Nominating:  
Chair – Jay Platz 

Publications:  
Chair – Todd Moelker 

Sensory Safari:  
Chair – Northmans 

Marketing/PR:  
Chair – Mike Kwast 

Sables:  
Chair – Quincy Kwast 

Youth:  
Chair – Bobby Mills 
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EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Editor’s Notes: Welcome to 
the Fall 2024 issue of your 
Tracker magazine! As always, 
this is your magazine and your 
contributions are needed and 
appreciated. We need your 
stories and pictures to make 
it a success! The deadline 
for submissions for the Winter Issue is January 1, 
2025.

Did you have a great hunt here in Michigan or 
North America this past fall?  Did you go on a hunt 
bought from our annual fundraiser auction? We 
would love to read about it! How about sending 
some pictures from youth hunts, whitetail hunts, 
western hunts? We have a Member Adventure 
Page to share your photos. Your Tracker also has a 
page for those fun and unique trail cam photos.

We really appreciate and enjoy articles submitted 
by our youth! This month two of our youth 
members have written about their adventures. 
Brooklyn Workman writes about her turkey hunt 
with Chad Wangerin. Andie Olsen wrote about 
her fishing trip with her dad, Dan, Don Dixon, and 
Lee Murray. I’m sure that everyone will enjoy these 
adventures, written in their own words, as much as 
I did! Thank you, Brooklyn and Andie, for sharing 
your exciting adventures with us!

Besides the two great stories by Brooklyn 
and Andie, Larry Smith tells of he and Diane 
Thompson’s adventures in Africa. Larry played  
an important role in conservation by doing a 
“green” hunt for a rhino. Diane experienced her 
first African adventure. We also go to Louisiana  
for a fishing trip based on a houseboat. This 
unique and fun adventure was won at the 2023 
fundraiser auction. 

Your Michigan SCI Chapter has once again been 
busy with conservation as well as promoting 
hunting and humanitarian work. The Fall Tracker 
has important updates on our youth programs, 
community involvement with the Sensory Safari 
Trailer, and the incredible work we are doing for 
conservation in Mozambique with Ivan Carter.  

As always, we do reserve the right, at our sole 
discretion, to edit or refuse any submission. If you 
would like to submit an article or pictures, please 
send them to me at: trmoelker@gmail.com  
or 5132 20th Ave. Hudsonville, MI 49426. 
Additionally, I can be reached at 616-889-1003.

Thank you,

Todd Moelker, Editor    
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LOUISIANA HOT 
ISN’T JUST 
A SAUCE 
On August 9 my wife Lynda and 
our friends Dan and Cathy headed 
down to Louisiana. I’m guessing 
that many of you are already 
wondering why anyone would  
go to Louisiana in August! 



Hopefully, you are getting your tree stands and 
blinds set and gearing up for firearm deer season.  
We are excited as we prepare for each monthly 
member dinner, and our annual fundraising 
convention February 7-8, 2025.  Currently, we 
are seeking sponsors for monthly meetings, and 
various sponsor spots at the convention.  If you 
are interested, let one of the board members 
know.  Our goal is to raise as much money as 
possible to fund projects that promote, protect, 
and preserve hunting and fishing.  Attacks on 
hunting are relentless and operating across 
all media platforms.  We are also looking for 
members who are interested in helping out with 
events, and serving on our board. If you would like 
to make a difference, and be part of our energetic 
team, let me know!

Dr. Michael Kwast
President, SCI Michigan Chapter

ONCE AGAIN, FALL IS IN THE 
AIR!  LEAVES ARE CHANGING, 
TEMPERATURES ARE DROPPING, AND 
BOW SEASON HAS BEGUN.  



ATTENTION SCI Michigan Members
Important information for our members such as chapter events, meetings and 
membership renewals will be emailed to every member that we have an email 
address for. If you didn’t get an email reminder of our last meeting we do not 
have your email address. Please send your email to mvghareeb@gmail.com  
so we can get all of our emails on th e list.

MICHIGAN CHAPTER UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Tracker magazine is published by 
The Michigan Chapter of Safari Club 
International.
The Tracker magazine can be viewed  
on our official Michigan Chapter website  
by friends and nonmembers. website:  
www.scimichigan.org

1 / 8 P age
3 5/8” x 2 3/16”
$150.00 per year - same design full year

1 / 4 P age
3 5\8 x 4 3/4 
$300.00 per year - same design full year

1 / 2 P age
7 11/16” x 4 3/4” horizontal or 
3 5/8” x 9 7/8” vertical
$600.00 per year - same design full year

Full Page, Inside F ront 
or Ba ck Cover 
7 11/16” x 10 3/16”
$1100.00 per year - same design full year

SPONSORSHIP FEE SCHEDULE 
THE TRACKER MAGAZINE

Billing cycle is January to January 
with sponsorship cost pro-rated for 
sponsorships starting during the year. 

To submit mat erial to The Tracker:
Write: Todd Moelker, 
5132 20th Ave.,
Hudsonville, MI 49426
E-Mail: trmoelker@gmail.com
Phone: 616-889-1003

Thursday ,No vember 7 
Monthly Dinner Meeting  *Red Plaid Night*

Wednesday, Dec ember 11 
December Monthly Dinner Meeting *Christmas Party*

Thursday, Januar y 9
Monthly Dinner Meeting  *Big Buck Night*

Friday And Saturday February 7-8
2025 Fundraiser Convention  

Thursday, March 13
Monthly Dinner Meeting *Youth Night*

Thursday, April 10
Monthly Dinner Meeting 

Thursday, May 8
Monthly Dinner Meeting: Buy Sell Trade Night

March 22, 2025
Save The Date: Youth Pheasant Hunt 

August 15, 2 025
Save The Date: Long Range Shoot

 
 
 
 
 

Specializing in Medicare Insurance 
We have been helping seniors for over 35 years 

 
Ronald & Kristy MacLeod Northman 

Office (616) 847-9100   Cell 616-402-9004 
 

324 Washington Avenue Suite 101 Grand Haven, MI  49417 
Conveniently located INSIDE the Grand Haven Post Office 

 
 

CHECK IT OUT WE HAVE A NEW AND 

GREATLY IMPROVED WEBSITE! 

WWW .SCIMICHIGAN. ORG
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Gear Up for 
the Wild
Bold, Functional, and Proudly Michigan  
SCI MI Apparel for Every Hunter
AVAILABLE AT OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS AND CONVENTION

SCI MI CLOTHING

Pricing:

Hats: $20

Sitka Fanatic Hoodies: $110

Sitka Jetstream Vests: $125 
Men’s and Women’s sizes

Sitka Light Weight Long Sleeve: $45 
Men’s and Women’s sizes

T- Shirts: $15

Black Button Up Shirts: $35 
Men’s / Women’s sizes

Under Armour Long Sleeve Shirts: $10 
Men’s / Women’s sizes 

8 THE TRACKER 



SPECIALIZING IN: TROPHY HUNTING ADVENTURES
Whitetail Deer, Rocky Mountain Elk, Arctic Boar, Buffalo,

Fallow Deer, Sika Deer, Sheep and Rams
Ranch location:

22440 Cutler Rd., Howard City, MI
Send Mail To Office Location:

11318 21 Mile Rd., Sand Lake, MI 49343
Email: HiddenHornsGameRanch@hotmail.com

Call Brent Fisk: Cell (616) 799-0689

THE BUCK STOPS HERETHE BUCK STOPS HERE

616-799-0689

PROVIDING SOLID PLANNING  
ADVICE AND DEDICATED SERVICE

AARON HOLLISTER, AAMSTM 
Senior Vice President – Investments 

Branch Manager – Kalamazoo & Battle Creek
CA Insurance License #0L75532

Active SCI Michigan Chapter Member

125 S. Kalamazoo Mall, Suite 201  |  Kalamazoo, MI 49007
O 269.337.5530  |  M 517.462.9086  |  F 866.522.9605

raymondjames.com/aaronhollister

© 2024 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC.  
Raymond James is a registered trademark of Raymond James Financial, Inc.  Investing involves risk and you may incur a profit or loss 

regardless of strategy selected.  Raymond James is not affiliated with SCI. 24-BR35R-0101 TA 3/24





The West Michigan 
Bowhunters have 

been working hard 
to bring the great 
outdoors to more 

people and conserve 
wildlife habitats.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

T he West Michigan Bowhunters held a 3D 
tune up shoot at Chick-Owa Sportsman’s 
Club on the south side of Zeeland. 
Chick-Owa has been a partner with West 

Michigan Bowhunters in establishing a 3D archery 
range in the Lakeshore area. 

August 15 was our second year to host an open 3D 
shoot as a tune-up for archery season in a somewhat 
realistic scenario. The 3D range is laid out in a 
wooded setting with foam animals set at varying 
distances with scoring rings in the vital shot areas.

We had planned for and anticipated about a 150 
people but due to a constant drizzle all afternoon we 
ended up with about 80 people.  We were blessed 
with the Centershot Ministries NASP archery team 

led by Bob Fritz.  West Michigan Bowhunters has 
helped sponsor the Centershot team the last 2 years.  

This year, we also added some competition 
throughout the event with certain shots having 
prizes allocated. We had a long shot competition 
at the end with member Case Overweg initially 
winning the event and donating it back. Jeremy 
Reeths won the reshoot and won a 3D deer target. 
Jeremy  then turned around and donated the target 
to the Centershot team. The event finished off with 
a hamburg and hot dog fry as well as just a few 
hunting stories.

Until next year we wish you all a safe and 
successful hunting season.

STORY BY PETE MIEDEMA
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OLD POWDER VS 

NEW POWDER 
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At some stage in your reloading career 
you will surely come across some very old 
powder or ammunition at a garage sale or 
someone will give you some just to get rid 
of it. 
Not long ago, I was given some very old 
Hodgdon 4831. It was so old that it was in 
1 lb. paper bags like you might buy fresh 
ground coffee way back in the 1950’s. The 
bags were brittle from age, but the powder 
looked good inside. I checked with the 
manufacturer, 8. E. Hodgdon, and sure 
enough they said it was from about 1960 
vintage, and maybe even late ‘50’s so it is 
50+ years old. 
If you come across any powder with a 
rusty look or if it smells of ammonia, 
destroy it. In fact, the best way to dispose 
of it is to throw it on your lawn or garden 
as it is a great fertilizer because of the 
ammonium nitrates in it. 

If powder is “too old”, it usually will have 
a rusty look or be a very dull color or 
sticky. This old powder I just received was 
perfect in all appearances, but the proof is 
in the shooting. I made up 5 shells with this 
old H4831 and 5 shells of the new H4831 
so I could compare them. The results 
are listed below along with some other 
comparisons of new and old propellant. 

The old adage of “If in doubt, don’t”, 
really applies to old powder. But most 

likely useless in that it does not burn well 
and might stick a bullet in the barrel, and 
getting that out will not be fun. 
I’d love to recommend you buy an 8 lb. 
keg of powder rather than a 1 lb. can every 
month which could be of a different lot 
number, but at today’s prices, it’s not likely 
to happen. 

When you buy a new can of powder, 
it is surely going to be a different lot 
number from the one you were loading. 
For Winchester and IMR propellants (and 
probably most others), the manufacturer 
achieves lot-to-lot consistency by using 
what is called a Reference Lot. Upon 
making a lot a particular propellant, the 
new lot is tested alongside the Reference 
Lot. Only those lots that meet very narrow 
requirements for density, velocity, and 
pressure compared to the Reference Lot 
area designated “Canister” and released 
to the reloaders. This process ensures that 
reloading data remains relevant and the 
expected velocity is achieved with safe 
pressures. Incidentally, those powder lots 
that do not meet the requirements for 
Canister are used for factory ammunition 
where pressure and velocity are controlled 
for each application. 

Just in case during your “house cleaning” 
or yard sales you come across some 
primers (either rifle or shotgun) that appear 

to be old, don’t fret much about that 
either. I now have some OLD 1950 
vintage Herters Rifle primers and after 
using 500 so far, I’ve had no misfires 
or duds as they work just fine. Same 
goes for other brands of primers I’ve 
used over the recent years, as they all 
seem to work just fine. 

Feel free to contact me at 
BlauwkampT@Gmail.com if you need 
help with something

Test results comparing propellant 
lots show velocity levels remain 
consistent over time.

Cartridge Bullet Propellant 
“Old”

Propellant
“New”

Propellant

.270 Win. 140 gr.
56.0 grs. 

H4831
2845 2912

. 30/06 180 gr .
54.0 grs. 

IMR-4350
2680 2736

.30/06 180 gr .
58.0 grs. 

H4831
2577 2661

.300 
Win. Mag

180 gr .
73.0 grs. 

H4831
2911 2980

7mm 
Rem. Mag.

160 gr.
61.0 grs. 
IMR-483

2850 2820
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~ SERVING ALL YOUR TRAVEL NEEDS ~ 

AFRICA, EUROPE, NEW ZEALAND, USA 

PRE & POST SAFARI EXTRAS 

OCEAN & RIVER CRUISES 

GUIDED & CUSTOM TOURS 

FUN & SUN  VACATIONS 

Proud to be SCI Preferred  

Travel Agency 

Dolphin Vacations 

Contact Lynne 

616-551-5345 
WWW.DOLPHINVACATIONS.NET 

 

Silver Bullet Firearms & Training Center offers:
• Custom gunsmithing

• 12 indoor shooting lanes

•  Training and self-defense classes by  

our own certified NRA instructors 

•  Large assortment of safes, shooting  

accessories and apparel

• We are now a Class 3 Dealer

5121 South Division . Wyoming, MI 49548
616-249-1911 • www.silverbulletfirearms.com

West Michigan’s premier

firearms 
dealer!

"if quality is your aim... 

            ...excellence is our game" 

 

SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhaapptteerr  
ssiinnccee  22000011  

  www.matwetwesafaris.com 
  info@matwetwesafaris.com 
 



STORY BY BROOKLYN WORKMAN 

TURKEY HUNT
Brooklyn Workman 

It was the morning of April 20. Chad and I went into the 
woods and we got into the blind at around 6 o’clock. As 
the sun was coming up the turkeys began to gobble. We 
could recognize at least 5 toms gobbling. Chad started 

to call. Within a few minutes some hens wobbled down the 
trail. A short time later after calling Chad spotted 2 toms in 
the distance, we waited for them to get closer. They would 
walk and then stop and then walk again. Chad kept telling 
me to get ready but then they would continue walking so, I 
had to wait until they stopped again. My turkey was between 
a big tree and a little tree at 21 yards. He finally stopped and 
that was my chance. I put the red dot right on its neck area. I 
shot him and he stood there and then proceeded to plop on the 
ground. I shot him at 6:55.

I wrote up 
a little 
summary of 
the hunt this 
morning.he
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dringerwole@dcgrandrapids.com

616.301.3428
u

www.dcgrandrapids.com

If you are experiencing back or neck pain, 
headaches, any joint pain, balance or mobility 

problems, we may be able to help!

OUR SERVICES
Regenerative Medicine - Platelet Rich Plasma (PRP)

Human Cellular Tissue Products - Pain Injections
Chiropractic Therapy - Massage Therapy - Exercise Therapy

Stretching Therapy - Soft Tissue Therapy

Visit Our Website
www.ichiroclinics.com

www.peakperformanceintegratedmedicine.org

South Office
6750 Kalamazoo Ave, Se Suite K

Grand Rapids, MI 49508 

616-656-1830

North Office
4150 E. Beltline #3

Grand Rapids, MI 49525 

616-447-9888
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O  n July 21, 2024, I awoke at 4:22 a.m. as I was really 
excited given that had been waiting for this day 
for 2 years.  My SCI friend, Don Dixon, had won 
the trip at the Chapter’s auction from Captain Tim 
Becker of Powderhorn Charters and invited my dad 

and I, but we had to cancel it many times due to bad weather.  

We arrived in Holland in the pitch black and met up with Mr. Don, 
Lee Murray, Captain Tim and his first mate, Ethan.  We headed out 
in Lake Michigan and soon found ourselves in deep water, where 
Tim and Ethan began setting up and casting lines.  The weather was 
perfect and the lake calm.  Mr. Don said I could reel in the first fish, 
and by 7:15, we had a bite.  My dad took the pole from Ethan while 
I reeled.  It took about 5 minutes to get my 20-pound King Salmon 
in the net.  It is the biggest fish I’ve ever caught. I was really excited 
but when it flopped around on the bottom of the boat, I screamed. 

Mr. Lee was next, and he caught a good-sized Coho, which, 
according to Captain Tim, is the best eating big fish in Lake 
Michigan. Mr. Don then caught a nice steelhead.  My dad got the 

next turn, and he also reeled in a steelhead. Now it was my turn 
again and soon another fish was on the line.  However, it was a 
very long line that was over a football field long.  My dad had the 
pole and I reeled for a while, but then had to take a break so then he 
reeled. We switched off and on reeling until the fish was in the boat.  
It was another steelhead that Captain Tim said was likely the largest 
that they had caught this season.  Mr. Don caught another steelhead, 
and I also caught a lake trout at the end of the trip.  We also lost a 
couple of Kings.  

We got back about 11 a.m.  Captain Tim put our 7 fish on the board 
and took some photos. He and Ethan also cleaned the fish for us 
so we could split them up. It was very fun with Mr. Don, Mr. Lee, 
Captain Tim and Ethan, and I cannot wait to do it again!  

LAKE MICHIGAN 

king
43.4501° N, 87.2220° W
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Nothing is better than 
reeling in a big fish.

Average elevation: 260 m
Minimum elevation: 169 m
Maximum elevation: 582 m

43.4501° N, 87.2220° W
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Adventure
times two

I had been thinking about a darted rhino hunt 
for several years. The idea intrigued me. 
Practically speaking, I had nowhere to hang a 
mounted rhinoceros, so a darted hunt seemed 
the way to go. The idea took full bloom at our 
MI Chapter 2024 fundraiser. I spoke with Pieter 
Vivers of Marupa Safaris based in South Africa. 
Pieter and I go way back. He was the PH on my 
first African Safari in 2008. I have hunted with 
Pieter many times over the years since that first 
safari. We are like family. So we set the date for 

the rhino hunt and I 
started counting the 
days! 

Here is where the 
safari trip gets 
interesting. My 
girlfriend, Diane, 
had never been 
to Africa. She also 
had never hunted. 
That was about to 
change. I had asked 
her the year prior to 
go with me to Africa. 

However, she was unable to secure the time off 
work. This year, we planned ahead and Diane 
was able to make the trip with me. She also was 
ready to try hunting. 

We left Grand Rapids on May 23, 2024, and flew 
to Johannesburg. We stayed overnight at the 
Afton Safari Lodge located very near O.R. Tambo 
Airport (Joburg International Airport). The next 
morning, we took a short flight to Kimberly where 
PH “GC” picked us up. We had lively conversation 
and excitement was in the air as we traveled the 
next hour to the Marupa Safaris ranch location in 

Kimberly. After we unpacked and had lunch, we 
headed out for a casual drive, sited our rifles, and 
started the hunt. I had not hunted this particular 
property of Pieter’s previously. We had a great 
dinner that evening and went to sleep early, as 
we were tired from our flights.

My rhino hunt was set for May 29. We decided 
to have Diane try for her first African Plains 
Game—a white blesbuck. We hunted hard for the 
first full day with no luck. As I explained to Diane 
that’s why it is called “hunting” and is not as easy 
as it might seem.

Around mid-morning the next day our PH, Patat, 
spotted a very nice white blesbuck. The stalk was 
on. Diane made a good shot, but not a fatal shot. 
After an hour of good tracking by Patat (and his 
tracker) we located the animal. Diane made the 
kill shot. We were both relieved. She had told me 
that if the blesbuck got away wounded, she would 
not hunt anymore. Thankfully, it ended well. 

The next day we went into Kimberly and toured 
“The Big Hole”. It is a diamond mine that had 
been worked out. The hole is approximately 40 
acres and over 700 feet deep. We also toured 
the Diamond Mine Museum located on that 
same property. It was very interesting as well as 
informative. 

At last, my rhino hunt day was upon us. It was 
a little windy, but warm with blue skies. We 
had about a two-hour drive to the ranch. The 
owner is Alexander Steyn, a no nonsense kind 
of guy nicknamed Rambo. After coffee and 
introductions, Alexander produced a small replica 
of a rhinoceros. This was to show me where 
to place the dart. The butt, hams, or neck were 
all okay. Next he had me shoot at a target with 
practice darts at about 30 yards. This was about 
the maximum yardage he would let me shoot. I 
got the feel of the gun, trigger, and trajectory of 
the dart. We were ready to dart a rhino! Everyone 
piled into 2 vehicles and away we went. We soon 
caught up to a group of 3 rhinos. The stalk was 
on. Alexander, myself, and GC, were on the stalk. 
We could not catch up to this group and they 
knew we were after them. We went looking for 
others. We found a similar group with the same 
outcome. You can’t catch up to them when they 

African
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know you are after them. We tried a different area 
of the ranch and found another group of 3. The 
wind was right. They did not see us. We got in 
front of them and waited in ambush. Alexander 
told me to take the lead rhino when I could shoot. 
The rhino was eating with his head down. He was 
facing me and kept coming closer and closer and 
closer. Finally, he turned slightly to the side and I 
shot him in the neck at a little less than 20 yards. 
He was up close and personal and looked as big 
as a tank. He turned with the other two and ran 
off. We raced to the truck to follow. Since there is 
no helicopter involved we had to keep him in sight 
from the truck. I can share that it was quite a ride. 
After about 20-25 minutes he slowed down and 
his two companions left him. Alexander pulled the 
safari vehicle about 100 yards in front of him and 
had me get out. We walked over to his right side 
and Alexander told me to hold the rhino’s front 
horn and walk with him. I cannot describe what 
a feeling that was. To walk with that rhino while 
holding his front horn is the highlight of my 
long hunting career. It ranks right up there with 
anything fun, crazy, or remarkable I have done in 
life. I had to watch out for his front foot
stepping on me. That would definitely leave a 
mark! Alexander then efficiently placed a special 
protective cloth over the rhino’s eyes. After he 
went down, we took photos and measured his 
horns (over 28” long with a 27” base on the front 
horn). Blood samples were then taken, vitamins 
were given, and he was marked with blue spray 
paint on his rump indicating he had been darted. 
Alexander made one final inspection to ensure 
the rhino had no signs of infection or open 

wounds from its environment. You very quickly 
understand this man is a perfectionist when 
it comes to his rhinos, his ranch, and his very 
organized life. It was an honor to meet him and 
have the opportunity to work together on this very 
special hunt. 

Within a period of approximately 15 minutes 
the rhino was given his recovery injection. We 
quickly moved to the trucks. He came to, got up, 
wandered around a bit, and then set off to reunite 
with his companions. What a thrill the entire 
experience was. It was certainly like nothing 
I had ever experienced. We then left back to 
Alexander’s lodge for a lunch and celebration of 
the hunt. A very nice conclusion to the rhino hunt 
with more to come at Alexander’s ranch that day. 

After lunch, we went out to get Diane her second 
Plains Game—an impala. After a short time of 
looking we found a nice one. Diane made a good 
shot. But again, there was tracking and follow up 
involved. After a short time, she got on the sticks 
and got the job done with a very nice impala “in 
the salt”. We headed back to Marupa Lodge. We 
had some drinks and a fine dinner. Sleep came 
easy after an incredible day in Africa.

The adventure continued with another very 
unique experience. Pieter had purchased several 
animals, all Plains Game, from a neighboring 
ranch. It was “capture and move” day; all hands 
on deck. A veterinarian darted the animals from a 
helicopter. When sedated, a land cruiser moved 
them to Pieter’s property. Almost 30 Plains Game, 
oryx, kudu, hartebeest, blesbuck, and impala 
were moved safely. 

Our 10-day adventure was coming to a close. But 
one more fun day was in store. We visited a ranch 
about an hour away where the owner  
raises lions. He actually had one set of white 
lions. The set consisted of a male, a female, and 2 
cubs. Being up close to African lions is a very cool 
experience. In the afternoon, we tried to get an 
oryx for Diane on this same ranch. They were on 
high alert with a strong wind blowing.

My story would not be complete without the 
telling of the “trophy coffee pot”. Diane travels 
with her own small coffee pot and coffee. I have 
learned to steer clear of her until she has had her 
coffee in the morning. Toward the end of our hunt, 
her coffee pot gave out. Patat and his girlfriend, 
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Denise, took us into Kimberly to “hunt” for a 
new one. After 6 stores, 2 malls, and most of 
the day we finally located one. Apparently, 
brewing coffee pots are a rare species in 
Kimberly. I had to tease Patat that it took him 
much longer to track a coffee pot than it did to 
track a white blesbuck. I guess all’s well that 
ends well. Diane was as happy with the coffee 
pot as with her white blesbuck and impala. 

We had a great time at Marupa. Give it a try—
you won’t be disappointed. I told Diane that 
in my 11 previous times on safari in Africa, it 
had only rained once and was rarely cold. Of 
course, the night before we left, it turned cold 
and started raining. It rained hard and was 
quite uncomfortable on our trip from Kimberly 
to Port Elizabeth. Diane did well there, in the 
Eastern Cape, with 2 one-shot kills. But that is 
a story for another time.

JOIN 
THE 
HUNT

20 THE TRACKER 



Your SCI Connection!

Specializing in Litigation, Real Estate,
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Family and Environmental Law.

Scott Timmer Dan Olson



FIRST 
FOR HUNTERS.

At Safari Club International our moto has long been, 

Our Michigan Chapter is definitely all that, and more! We are 
also “First for Youth”. Getting our youth involved in hunting and 
fishing is key to preserving and perpetuating our outdoor lifestyle 
here in Michigan, around North America, and throughout the world. 
Already this year, we have had the following youth events:

•	 Youth Night monthly dinner with the Discovery Center putting 
on a great program.

•	 Youth Pheasant Hunt at Haymarsh Hunt Club
•	 Hunter’s Safety Classes in Norton Shores
•	 Multiple fishing trips with Powderhorn Charters 
•	 Orange Crush youth shooting team
•	 The Outdoor Discovery Center Kids Day
•	 Sportsmen for Youth Day in Muskegon
•	 Hunt2Heal 
•	 Wildlife Center Passport Program at Legends Ranch
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Hunt 2 Heal 
is a non-profit organization whose mission is to pro-
vide accessible, safe and comfortable outdoor 
experiences to people with physical disabilities to 
improve mental health. 
A barrier free lodge and 640 acres of accessible land 
provide an outdoor haven for hunting and other out-
door activities that removes many of the barriers to 
reconnect with nature. 
Our program consists of a full weekend (Friday - Sun-
day) of hunting, meals, bonfires and other fun 
activities in the great outdoors. There is an applica-
tion and selection process we have implemented since 
our hunting weekends are limited. The opportunity 
is available to all, with no cost. 

Experience new adventures and the healing power 
of nature with Hunt2Heal. 

3714 28th Street SW, Grandville, MI 49418 
kim@hunt2heal.org 

Call or Text (616) 610-0252 
www.hunt2heal.org

Carson Nyenhuis - Founder and President

FIRST 
FOR HUNTERS.

Farm Equipment, Land, Antique 
Estate & Benefit Auction Specialists

Certified & Bonded
Personalized Service with Art or Noah

Art Smith @ 616-696-2598
Noah Smith @ 616-633-4254
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

over 40years in business ~ SCI & NRA Member

Dear Safari Club International Michigan Chapter,

Thank you for your generous gift of $5,000.00 that you 
made on 2/13/2024. Every act of your generosity helps 
us further our mission. Your gift will help us get more 
people back into the outdoors to experience nature, 
camaraderie, and emotional and spiritual well-being.
Your gift is allowing us to realize a dream. It’s great to 
get back out into the woods. All that have wanted to do 
is to share the hunting experience that gave me my life 
back so that I can help as many others who might also 
be experiencing a life-changing disability. It was the 
thing that helped me more than anything else.
Thank you again for your most generous support and 
your willingness to make a difference.

Sincerely,
Carson Nyenhuis
Founder
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Don and Linda 
Blue Bag Food 
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I’m guessing that many of you are already 
wondering why anyone would go to 
Louisiana in August! Well, that’s a good 
question for which I thought I had a good 
answer. The fishing along the gulf coast 
is reported to be best for the most species 
that time of year. The fishing was hot, but 
the weather was even hotter! The lowest 
nighttime temperature was 81 and the heat 
index rose to 110 during the day! It was 
humid enough that I thought about trading 
in my lungs for a set of gills! 
Lynda and I had bought Safari Unlimited 
four night and three days houseboat 
fishing trip donation, [Thank you Drake 
Quincy Dawson for this unique and fun 
donation!], at the 2023 Michigan Chapter 
Convention. After spending several 
days at a vacation rental house on Lake 

Pontchartrain and seeing the sights in and 
around Now Orleans we headed Southwest 
to Port Fourchon where the Cajun Queen 
is docked. There we met Captain Nate who 
could double as Jack Sparrow from Pirates 
of the Caribbean. Nate showed us through 
the boat and after we got settled in, we 
were treated to a Louisiana style shrimp 
boil for our first dinner. The shrimp were 
huge and as fresh as they come! 
Our first morning of fishing started at about 
6AM. We left the dock in Nate’s 26 bay 
boat powered by a 300 HP Suzuki outboard 
and headed out through what seemed to be 
endless miles of channels and mangrove 
islands. We were targeting speckled sea 
trout this morning. They served as a good 
warm up and provided a lot of action. 
I’m not sure what made the little series of 
islands, Nate chose to fish, better than the 
others we had passed on our 25-minute run 
to this location, but it sure held a lot of fish. 
We caught 50 plus trout. Many of them 
were too small to keep but all gave a good 
fight. Besides trout, we also caught several 
gaff top catfish, lady fish [slimy, skinny 
little buggers!], and like everywhere we 
fished there were sharks! Lady fish would 
leave my hands coated in a thick slime 
which I was washing off in the 90 degree 

On August 9 my 
wife Lynda and 
our friends Dan 
and Cathy headed 
down to Louisiana

Hot Is More Than A Sauce

water of the gulf. I decided that it might 
be best not to rinse my hands in the water 
after a particularly aggressive shark stole a 
good size trout Dan was fighting, right next 
to the boat! 
As the sun moved higher in the sky and 
the temperature rose the fishing slowed 
so Nate took us to a rock jetty with some 
deeper water, currents and wave action 
off the rocks. He was hoping we would 
pick up some redfish here, but the action 
was all catfish and sharks. They’re fun to 
fight but not what we were after. Our first 
morning of fishing came to a close and we 
motored back to the Cajun Queen. It’s hard 
to describe what it felt like to step from 
a sunny 95 degrees with high humidity 
into the air conditioned CQ where the 
thermostat was set to a wonderfully cold 
68 degrees! After lunch and a siesta, we 
headed back out for an evening of fishing. 
The run back to the CQ, after an evening 
of fishing, provided a beautiful view of the 
setting sun. This became our daily routine. 
Up by first light to fish, cool down with 
lunch a short break mid-day, and then back 
on the water in the afternoon to evening 
capped off with a beautiful sunset while 
motoring back to the Cajun Queen. 
The title of this story starts with “Louisiana 

26 THE TRACKER 



Hot” so I should probably write a bit 
about it. The heat was really something to 
experience and it wasn’t just the air temp 
and humidity! The waters we fished were 
90+ degrees! The Cajun Queen has a 1,500 
gallon holding tank for its water supply. 
This tank, I assume, sits down in the belly 
of the boat and the water in it was also 
90 degrees! There were no cold showers 
on board and the water heater didn’t have 
to work very hard! Stepping outside the 
air-conditioned cabin of the CQ resulted in 
fogged up glasses every time, even before 
sunrise in the morning. Despite the heat, 
there was usually a breeze blowing and 
we were on the water fishing so it never 
seemed oppressive. Oh, the CQ also has an 
ice machine so there was no shortage of ice 
and cold drinks available. 
Fishing salt water and connecting waters 
adds a whole extra level of planning and 
tactics because of the tides. Much of our 
fishing strategy was planned around the 
low tides. Everything seemed backwards 
from what I would have expected! I would 
have thought that the key would be to find 
deeper and cooler water, but it seemed just 
the opposite. Our second morning we ran 
about an hour to a different area to target 
redfish. The area we fished was  shallow 

mud flats at low tide. The water was only 
about 12-15 inches deep, but for some 
reason the reds were in there feeding on 
crabs and other critters. In this shallow 
water any disturbance spooks the fish so 
after fighting an few reds and having most 
of them then eaten by sharks we headed 
back to the rock jetty where we fished the 
previous day. Lynda and Cathy caught most 
of the sharks, which were intentionally 
broke off at the boat, but Dan caught the 
big bull redfish for our group with three 
40+ inch trophies! 
The morning of day three found us making 
a run out to the oil rig structures for a 
different type of fishing. Captain Nate 
carefully motored up to the down current 
side and we hooked the structure with 
what looked like a big shepherd’s crook 
with a 30-foot section of rope tied to it. 
Now it was time to try for some big fish! 
Ladies first, as Nate baited up a couple 
stout rods with large chunks of cut bait 
and gave instructions on how to slowly 
fish down through the water column. Dan 
and I, not quite having our sea legs under 
us, were busy doing the most awkward 
fishing dance you’ll ever see, on the front 
deck, as we cast jigs and bait up to the 
structure of the oil rig. Lynda and Cathy 

both hooked into sharks which gave them 
an incredible fight. Lynda was fighting a 4 
foot shark and had it up to the boat when 
a shark, big enough to eat the 4 foot shark 
ghosted up under it. After a second pass 
the bigger shark seemed to be scared off 
by the boat and disappeared. We decided 
this wouldn’t be a good place to fall out 
of the boat! The number and variety of 
fish around the oil rigs was truly amazing 
but with the clear water our target species 
seemed to be line shy. Nate switched out 
Dan and I’s rigs with lighter tackle and 
we immediately hooked into some bigger 
fish. The problem was that with the lighter 
tackle we couldn’t keep them out of the 
rigs and they broke off almost immediately. 
Cathy hooked into what we thought was 
another shark but when she was finally 
able to get it up to the boat Nate saw that 
it was a big cobia! Cobia travel in small 
“wolf packs” and are very aggressive so 
Nate felt confident that we would get a 
chance at another one. Dan had just gotten 
his minnow baited hook back in the water 
after breaking off on a fish when a cobia 
wolf pack appeared and came right up to 
his bait. Nate was pretty excited to have 
these aggressive cobia around and urged 
me to cast my minnow at the wolf pack as 
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well. When my minnow hit the water, the 
largest of the cobia instantly turned and 
grabbed it and when the line tightened and 
the hook set it rocketed out of the water! 
What a fight! Whereas Cathy’s cobia hit 
deep and bulldogged down in the depths, 
mine tail walked and fought across the 
surface! What a blast! After an exciting 
battle, Nate landed it and we celebrated 
again! Fishing slowed after this so we 
moved to a different oil rig which didn’t 
provide any action. After one final move, 
Dan also caught a nice cobia. But, as with 
the big bull redfish he caught this cobia had 
to go back. Slot limits require the release 
of all redfish over 30 inches and the cobia 
limit per boat is two. That evening we once 
again enjoyed some fast action for reds and 
trout as the sun made a most impressively 
beautiful retreat below the horizon. 

But what a great time with friends seeing 
New Orleans, riding on a paddle wheel 
river boat to see a War of 1812 battle site, 
visiting a couple plantations and learning 
about the sobering and sad history of 
slavery. Louisiana was hot! The fishing was 
as hot as the water temp! It was great fun 
catching such a wide variety of fish from 
so many different areas and with so many 
different fishing techniques. Captain Nate 
did a great job of keeping all four of us 
actively fishing despite very different skill 
levels and he was a great cook as well! If 
you want an interesting and widely varied 
adventure. Louisiana and the Cajun Queen 
are a hot option!  

Louisiana was hot!
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DELTA UPDATE

T he quiet shuffle of leaves as they 
inched forward was muffled by 
the thick sand forest – towering 
above the group were the twisted 

intertwined branches of Msasa trees so 
indicative of the healthy primary forest, the 
edge of which was now just 15 yards ahead as 
it opened into one of the wide circular wetland 
depressions that Coutada 11 was well known 
for. This stalk had started just 15 minutes 
earlier as the custom-fitted Land Cruiser had 
rolled to a stop and everyone had dismounted, 
loaded rifles, prepared shooting sticks, 
checked the wind and begun the approach. As 
the bush suddenly thinned out an incredible 
scene unfolded in front of them, indeed exactly 
what they had hoped for.

It was the last half hour of daylight. The sun had 
turned from a scorching white heat to a red 
orb suspended above the pristine wilderness, 
over 50 animals of five different species littered 
the open pan, warthogs in abundance in the 
classic kneeling pose were in small groups, 
a lone sable bull arrogantly strode across the 
distant treeline, reedbuck whistled and danced 
for each other as a small group of hartebeest, 
heads down grazed quietly in the evening 
light, but the species they were after, indeed 
the species that some would argue to be one 
of the most beautiful, the common nyala was 
present in abundance – over 30 individuals in 
small groups were scattered across the pan. 

The PH pushed his binoculars to his eyes, 
looking carefully at each and every one of the 
dozen bulls out in front of them – the wind was 
perfect, the hunters were hidden and time was 
on their side.
 
This is a scene that could have taken place 
on any one of several dozen similar pans 

within this incredible ecosystem, arguably 
home to the largest sedentary (not migrating) 
population of wildlife on our planet – an 
area boasting a 3000% increase in wildlife 
population over the last three decades.

The question begs to be answered… As 
compared to hundreds of other landscapes 
in Africa where wildlife is constantly under 
poaching pressure and where habitat is being 
lost at an alarming rate – what is different in 
Coutada 11?

The difference is one man and his team. Mark 
Haldane and his team at Zambeze Delta 
Safaris had a vision over 30 years ago – the 
area following a long and brutal civil war had 
been heavily poached, the community, like 
many communities in Africa, impoverished and 
remote, had turned to the wildlife as a source 
of food. 

I have always said that appreciating the simple 
beauty of a wild animal is a concept that can 
only be understood by someone with a full 
belly – Indeed if you have no food security 
all that matters is the nutritional value of 
everything you see! 

Haldane understood this and instead of 
simply building a team of very capable game 
guards (antipoaching team) he also set about 
building relationship with his community 
– helping with schools, clinics and most 
importantly helping the people of Coutada 11 
find some food security.

The last several seasons have seen over 60 
tonnes per year of meat derived from hunting 
activities delivered to the village communities 
in the area – in return for a zero poaching 

ZAMBEZE
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policy the people have learned that they can rely on 
these deliveries of much needed protein.

This is you see, an area where the people practice 
“slash-and-burn” agriculture, the sandy loam soils 
have largely been leached over millennia of much 
of the nutrients they need and so local people have 
taken to slashing down the forest and burning it so 
that the resulting ash feeds the soil, sadly this is a 
short-lived scenario and every couple of years a 
family is forced to slash a new field. This results in 
hundreds of acres of forest being removed each year.

The tractor, seed and fertilizer that has been and 
continues to be funded by Michigan Chapter has 
led to the ploughing and preparation of a huge field 
where rice and other grains are grown, this has been 
dramatic – it has reduced to almost zero the cutting 
of new fields, its meant that for the first time in history 
the people in the area have begun to have some food 
security and the fact that they completely understand 
the source of the funding, they are, again for the first 
time, seeing immense value in the wildlife and natural 
landscape of the area they call home.

Indeed, this is profoundly successful, yes indeed this 
saves hundreds of acres of forest and yes indeed this 
is a solution that perhaps, in the near future will allow 
the people of Mozambique to recognize the simple 
beauty of wildlife and not just the food value.

So, if you are a member of Michigan Chapter of 
SCI, I want to personally thank you because you 
are helping me and the people on the front line that 
I partner with secure more wildlife in a healthier 
ecosystem in a very measurable way!  

Equally important through 
the Ivan Carter Wildlife 
Conservation Alliance, the 
Michigan Chapter of SCI has 
become involved in the largest 
multi-year grant to date, one 
that serves the wildlife and 
ecosystem of Coutada 11 in the 
most profound way.

“
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$15,000
ELITE SPONSOR

Company name as title of event "The ABC
Company SCI Michigan 51st Annual
Convention"
Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Verbal sponsorship acknowledgment
during event
Tracker Magazine full page sponsorship in
4 issues (1 year)
Logo on front page scimichigan.org
website for 1 year
Logo display at all monthly member
meetings for 1 year
Logo display on all member emails and
written communications for 1 year
Logo display on sponsor banner for 1 year
$2,000 raffle ticket package 

$15,000
GOLD SPONSOR

Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Verbal sponsorship acknowledgment
during event
Tracker Magazine full page sponsorship in
4 issues (1 year)
Logo on front page scimichigan.org
website for 1 year
Logo display at all monthly member
meetings for 1 year
Logo display on all member emails and
written communications for 1 year
Logo display on sponsor banner for 1 year
$1,500 raffle ticket package 

$10,000
SILVER SPONSOR

Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Verbal sponsorship acknowledgment
during event
Tracker Magazine full page sponsorship in
4 issues (1 year)
Logo on front page scimichigan.org
website for 1 year
Logo display at all monthly member
meetings for 1 year
Logo display on all member emails and
written communications for 1 year
Logo display on sponsor banner for 1 year
$750 raffle ticket package 

$7,500

BRONZE SPONSOR
Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Verbal sponsorship acknowledgment
during event
Tracker Magazine 1/2 page sponsorship in 4
issues (1 year)
Logo on front page scimichigan.org website
for 1 year
Logo display at all monthly member
meetings for 1 year
Logo display on all member emails and
written communications for 1 year
Logo display on sponsor banner for 1 year
$500 raffle ticket package 

$5,000

SATURDAY DINNER
 SPONSOR

Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Verbal sponsorship acknowledgment during
event
Logo display at all monthly member meetings
for 1 year
Sponsorship acknowledgement in Tracker
Magazine 
$500 raffle ticket package 

$5,000
FRIDAY DINNER 

SPONSOR
Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Verbal sponsorship acknowledgment
during event
Logo display at all monthly member
meetings for 1 year
Sponsorship acknowledgement in Tracker
Magazine 
$500 raffle ticket package 

$3,000

All sponsorships include the following 
Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Verbal sponsorship acknowledgment during event
Logo display at all monthly member meetings for 1 year
Sponsorship acknowledgement in Tracker Magazine 

OTHER SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Centerpiece Sponsor
Mens Table Sponsor

Womens Table Sponsor
Hunting Awards Sponsor

Single Gun Sponsor
Wall of Wine Sponsor
Liquor Toss Sponsor

Veteran Game Sponsor

$500

VIP TABLE 
SPONSOR

10 Friday & Saturday Dinner Tickets, 5
Hotel Rooms Friday & Saturday
Front Row Seating & Signage
Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Logo display at all monthly member
meetings for 1 year
Sponsorship acknowledgement in Tracker
Magazine 
$500 raffle ticket package 

$3,800

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER 
2025 Sponsorships

Sign up now!
https://onecau.se/scifun2025

$15,000
ELITE SPONSOR

Company name as title of event "The ABC
Company SCI Michigan 51st Annual
Convention"
Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Verbal sponsorship acknowledgment
during event
Tracker Magazine full page sponsorship in
4 issues (1 year)
Logo on front page scimichigan.org
website for 1 year
Logo display at all monthly member
meetings for 1 year
Logo display on all member emails and
written communications for 1 year
Logo display on sponsor banner for 1 year
$2,000 raffle ticket package 

$15,000
GOLD SPONSOR

Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Verbal sponsorship acknowledgment
during event
Tracker Magazine full page sponsorship in
4 issues (1 year)
Logo on front page scimichigan.org
website for 1 year
Logo display at all monthly member
meetings for 1 year
Logo display on all member emails and
written communications for 1 year
Logo display on sponsor banner for 1 year
$1,500 raffle ticket package 

$10,000
SILVER SPONSOR

Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Verbal sponsorship acknowledgment
during event
Tracker Magazine full page sponsorship in
4 issues (1 year)
Logo on front page scimichigan.org
website for 1 year
Logo display at all monthly member
meetings for 1 year
Logo display on all member emails and
written communications for 1 year
Logo display on sponsor banner for 1 year
$750 raffle ticket package 

$7,500

BRONZE SPONSOR
Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Verbal sponsorship acknowledgment
during event
Tracker Magazine 1/2 page sponsorship in 4
issues (1 year)
Logo on front page scimichigan.org website
for 1 year
Logo display at all monthly member
meetings for 1 year
Logo display on all member emails and
written communications for 1 year
Logo display on sponsor banner for 1 year
$500 raffle ticket package 

$5,000

SATURDAY DINNER
 SPONSOR

Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Verbal sponsorship acknowledgment during
event
Logo display at all monthly member meetings
for 1 year
Sponsorship acknowledgement in Tracker
Magazine 
$500 raffle ticket package 

$5,000
FRIDAY DINNER 

SPONSOR
Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Verbal sponsorship acknowledgment
during event
Logo display at all monthly member
meetings for 1 year
Sponsorship acknowledgement in Tracker
Magazine 
$500 raffle ticket package 

$3,000

All sponsorships include the following 
Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Verbal sponsorship acknowledgment during event
Logo display at all monthly member meetings for 1 year
Sponsorship acknowledgement in Tracker Magazine 

OTHER SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Centerpiece Sponsor
Mens Table Sponsor

Womens Table Sponsor
Hunting Awards Sponsor

Single Gun Sponsor
Wall of Wine Sponsor
Liquor Toss Sponsor

Veteran Game Sponsor

$5
00

VIP TABLE 
SPONSOR

10 Friday & Saturday Dinner Tickets, 5
Hotel Rooms Friday & Saturday
Front Row Seating & Signage
Logo display at 2025 Annual Convention
Logo display at all monthly member
meetings for 1 year
Sponsorship acknowledgement in Tracker
Magazine 
$500 raffle ticket package 

$3,800

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER 
2025 Sponsorships

Sign up now!
https://onecau.se/scifun2025
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It was good to catch up with 
fellow members and friends. 
Our chapter President, Mike 
Kwast opened with remarks 
about what we’ve been up to 
and reminders about upcoming 

events. Don’t forget to make plans to 
attend our 52nd annual fundraiser!  
It is being held February 7-8, 2025. 
Once again, we will have first-rate 
entertainment on both Friday and 
Saturday nights! Reserve a room  
and enjoy a great weekend! The  
event is being held at the VanDyk 
Mortgage Convention Center, 
Muskegon, Michigan.

A delicious dinner followed the  
pledge of allegiance and Mike opening 
with prayer. 

After dinner, Jim Naber gave the 
membership update. It included a recap 
of the 3rd Annual Member Long Range 
Shoot at Two Hats Ranch. This really is 
an annual event not to be missed! 

Jim also informed us that for the 
month of September, a $150 Kuiu gift 
card is available with any three-year 
membership or membership renewal. 
Youth chairman, Bobby Mills, gave 
an update on various youth events 

we’ve participated in such as the 
Outdoor Discovery Center (Holland) 
and Sportsmen for Youth event 
(Muskegon). He also announced that 
the next youth pheasant hunt will be  
in March 2025.

Member Dale Ringerwole spoke about 
the Orange Crush shooting team at Kent 
County Conservation League we help 
sponsor and how it helps build character 
as well as teaching shooting skills. Our 
Chapter’s support for the Orange Crush 
and its 32 participants continues with a 
recent donation of $500.

Member Geoff Newmeyer presented 
the program which was about his Jan 
Oelofse Legacy Award Hunt. Geoff 
was very thankful for the support of 
our Chapter in making this hunt of a 
lifetime possible. The lucky winners 
for the night were: 

Liily Naber became the youngest youth 
member to win the youth gun. She is 
just 4 months old and received quite a 
round of applause on her win!

The jewelry winner was Judy VanderArk    

The gun winner was Michael Moelker
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It's time to share your trophies 
and adventures at our Annual SCI Fundraiser. 
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MICHIGAN CHAPTER 

All entries must be received by Friday January 10 2025 by 5:00PM. (No exceptions) 
A photo of the trophy must accompany the score sheet & must be scored by Certified SCI Measurer. 

Submit your SCI Score Sheets to: 
)im Naber• Phone (616) 455-2880 • NabersTaxidermy.com • Email:Jnaber@naberstaxidermy.com 

Or Mail To: Naber's Taxidermy Studio, 34 - 76th St. SW, Grand Rapids, Ml 49548 
You can find a list of SCI Scorers and Master Measurers in the membership directory of the Tracker 

Magazine. Any animal may be entered but only those meeting the SCI minimum will be judged. 
Trophies entered must be exhibited at the fund raiser (no exceptions). 

Please bring your trophies to the Muskegon Convention Center 
Friday February 9 2025 between 9AM and 4PM

All Best of Species awards will be presented Friday at the Outfitters' Night. 

Best of Continent a_nd_ Be?t of Show will be prese�t�d at Saturday's fundraiser.
• - �JCS 2"l,tl!!"P -.,.:_c: .. = a :., ,._.________ _ • 

The following criteria wi II be used in judging the February 2023 Michigan Chapter SC I Trophy Contest. 
1. CATEGORIES OF 2. CATEGORIES OF AWARDS: 3. CATEGORIES OF METHOD OF TAKE:
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ANIMALS: a. Best of Species a. Rifle
a. Free- ranging b. Best of Continent b. Bow
b. Estate C. Best of North America Estate C. Crossbow

d. Best of Show d. Muzzle loader
e. Most unusual (no score required) e. Handgun

1. All entries must meet SC I minimum
score,
(Except "Most Unusual")

2. Trophies must have been taken "fair
chase" and within the past three years.

3. Trophies entered must be exhibited at 
the annual fund raiser.

4. North American Estate animals cannot
win Best of Show.

5. A specific animal may be entered and
judged only once .

6. Must be a Michigan SCI member to
enter. 

Best of species for each category is awarded to the animal with the highest 
score in its category. 
Best of Continent and Best of North American Estate is awarded to the animal 
that scores closet, numerically, to the top score in the International Record 
Book. To find this score, the rank of the entered animal is divided by the total 
number of ranks in the International Record Book. 
Best of Show is awarded to the animal with the highest numerical score for the 
species in the SCI Record Book. 
Pursuant to the SCI Record Book, "Estate Animal" and "Estate" is defined as: 

An "Estate Animal" ... is any game animal kept for a ong time within an Estate 
... even if taken outside of the "Estate." f' 
An "Esta tel.: fiO ee any property that uses an artificia I or Ulilnatura I restrictive 
ba�e�i�1�f'ea'ses affience, which restricts or confines the movement of
game"'ani�Y a,:;/ r �,..,_ 

70 adults and kids enjoyed our first member 
dinner of the new season. 

The lucky winners for the night were: 

Liily Naber became the youngest youth 
member to win the youth gun. She is just 4 
months old and received quite a round of 
applause on her win!

The Jewelry winner Judy 
VanderArk    
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On September 5, 
Jay and I took 
the Safari Club’s 
Sensory Safari 
Trailer to Buist 
Electric’s Hunting 
and Fishing 
Family Event.

T he event was held at their Byron 
Center Headquarters. Their 
employees, family, and friends were 
invited to attend. They had food, 

activities, and raffle prizes for everyone. In 
addition to Buist Electric, Outdoor Discovery 
Center, Sportsmen Against Hunger, Naber’s 
Taxidermy, and Barracks 616 were present.  
Jimmy Gretzinger was their keynote speaker 
for the night and did a great job. The company 
is faith-based and they are the most wonderful 
people I have ever worked with. Their Company 
Mission Statement says it all: TO HONOR GOD 
IN ALL WE DO, CONSIDER EMPLOYEES’ 
WELL-BEING AS ESSENTIAL, PROVIDE 
CUSTOMERS WITH SUPERIOR SERVICE, 
AND SHARE OUR RESOURCES WITH THOSE 
IN NEED.

STORY BY STACEY PLATZ
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Challenge 
Shoot  
Roundup

This rifle course is something to see! It is laid out 
along a 4.5 mile trail winding through the wooded 
and hilly 2 square mile property. There are 10 
stations with 15 silhouette targets at ranges from 
30 to 450 yards. This course is like sporting clays 
except with rifles and it is a literal blast to shoot! 
After signing in, and enjoying coffee and donuts, 
(sugar and caffeine always improve shooting), 
everyone headed to their assigned stations for the 
shotgun start. Unfortunately, shortly after starting, 
the rain began and everyone headed back to the 
clubhouse. Lunch was served early and shooting 
continued when the rain ended. Once again, the 
team from Long Range Archery and Firearms 
had the highest score. In reality, everyone who 
participated was a winner. It is always a win-win 
spending the day with fellow sportsmen shooting 
a super fun course that presents realistic hunting 
scenarios.  A big thank you to Colby Bettis and 
Two Hats Ranch for once again hosting us at their 
amazing facilities! Also, a shout-out to Jim Naber, 
for organizing the event. 

40 shooters 
gathered at Two 
Hats Ranch in Big 
Rapids, eager to take 
on their incredible 
“Confidence Course”

Co-sponsors for the event were: 
Silver Bullet Firearms 
Long-Range Archery and Firearms
Station sponsors were: 
Naber’s Taxidermy
Bill’s Taxidermy
Alert Inspection Services
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2530 Van Ommen Drive, Holland, MI 49424   616-399-3011   www.Longrangearchery.com

Mon – Closed
Tue – 10am-6pm
Wed – 10am-6pm
Thur – 10am-8pm
Fri – 10am-5pm
Sat – 8am-4pm
Sun – Closed

ARCHERY SERVICES
• Full-service compound and long bow
repair and tuning

• Full crossbow repair and tune up
• Custom arrow builds

FIREARMS SERVICES
• Pistol and AR repair and upgrades
• Sight replacement and upgrades

TylerTyler Dylan Dustin Brandon

HUMANITARIAN DONATIONS 2024
We would like to thank all of you who donated to our Humanitarian Fund this year. All monies donated go directly to causes that support events for 

challenged youth and adults, veterans, others with special needs, and organizations that support our mission and goals. Your continued support 
enables  us to help so many in so many ways!

– $3000.00 –
Skip & Sheri Weller

– $1000.00 –
Kevin Brenner

Stan & Jan Buell
Mike & Quincy Kwast
Jim & Sandy Naber

Jim Novitsky
Joe & Debbie Pedersen

Jay & Stacey Platz
Robert Wynalda

– $750.00 –
Jerry & Sandy Swett

– $700.00 –
Dave & Alvera Kidder

– $560.00 –
Mark & Kim McCoy

– $550.00 –
Vern & Carol Edewaard

– $500.00 –
Bill & Cheryl Bettys

James Cooke
Don & Linda Dixon
Bob & Deb Garza
Rob & Joy Harms

Tim Jones
Vern & Sally Kuipers

Mike & Renee Leonard
Bill & Allie MacDermaid

John & Helen Mellema
Lee & Jan Murray

Eric & Judy Neubecker
Tim & Lisa Piccard

Dale & Denise Ringerwole
Tim & Charity Torpey

– $400.00 –
Gary Miller

– $250.00 –
Scott & Phatty Bylsma

Todd Cook
Paul & Caren Dykema
Sam & Danielle Fahl

Gary & Brenda Haisma
Mark & Kathy Haisma
Bob & Sue McCreary

Bob & Nancy Mills
Todd & Lynda Moelker

Geoff Newmyer
Dan & Julie Olson

Scott & Melissa Sieracki
Larry Smith

Joel Zuidema

– $100.00 –
Andy Cannon

Matt & Jenni Ewing
Fames & Sandra Forshee

Bob & Meredith Gano
Steve & LuAnn Gray

Dale & Julie Grimes
Rick & Amy Hansen

Rod & Christins Hess
Brrandon Heyboer
Brandon & Jill Hill

Matt Hubbard
Andrew Koning
Josh McDonald

Russ Nehmer
Ron & Kristy Northman

Bob Schautz
Randy & Lori Shultz

Steve Shaw
Brenda Steenland

Dan & Debra TerHorst
Fred & Bonnie Swart
Jamie & Kendra Tait

Tim VanZyll
Tom Winegar

Rich & Sara VanDyke

David Wynalda

– $50.00 –
Troy Baareman

Joh & Amanda Diekevers
Dustin Hemmes

John Pitsch
Dan Ruster

Kendra Sherman
Ryan Willie



SCI MICHIGAN CHAPTER 2024
CONVENTION SUPPORTERS

The SCI Michigan Chapter Board of Directors wish to thank the following people and companies 
who have generously donated cash or merchandise for our 2023 fundraiser.

Afrihunt Safaris
Alan Reinemann
All Seasons
Angry Goat Outfitters
Anuritay Ranch
Argentina Bird Hunts & Hugo 

Pascuettin
Arluk Outfitters
Baranof Expeditions
Best Outdoors LLC - Packer MAXX
Byron Hart African Safaris
Cascade Furs
Catena Safaris
Cooks Outfitting
Coppersmith Logistics
Coues Outfitters
Crystal Nobles
Devoted Dove Jewelry
Don Dixon
Erwins Outdoors
Fourth Arrow
Game Trackers Africa
Geller Portraiture
Grand Valley Sporting Goods
Great North Real Estate

Hidden Horns Game Ranch
Hines Corporation Larry Hines
Hunt Trip Spain by Francisco Rosich
Hunters Network LLC
iChiro
Jan Oelofse Safaris
Jannie Otto Safaris
L-4 Ranch
L&L Adventures
La Espadella Hunting Adventures
Lazy CK Ranch
Legadema Hunting & Safaris
Legends Ranch
Legends Taxidermy
Long Range Archery
Martha’s Vineyard
Marupa Safaris
Matwetwe Safaris
Midwest Woodlots
Mokore Safaris
Naber’s Taxidermy
Numzaan Safaris
Okie Hides
Powderhorn Sport Fishing
Prairie Wings Outfitters

Prime Archery
Rainy Pass Lodge 
Roche Safaris
Safari Art
Safari Unlimited LLC
Silver Bullet Firearms
Slayer Outdoor Products
South Pacific Safaris
Spain Hunting Ibex
Steensma Lawn & Power 

Equipment
Steiner Optics
Ted Nugent Sunrize Safaris
Terra Pampa Lodge
Trijicon
TROP Hunting Agency
Two Hats Ranch
West Central Outfitters
West Michigan Bowhunters
Wild Horizons
Wild Namibia Safaris
Wild Spirit Guide Service
Zambeze Delta Safaris

SCI MICHIGAN 2024 DONATION LIST
The SCI Michigan Chapter Board of Directors wish to thank the following people who have generously donated cash to this 

year’s Annual Donor Drive as well as to the other fund drives held during the convention.
We are very thankful for each donor. Your donations make the important work of SCI and SCI Michigan possible.

Alma and Stony Bing
Brenner Excavating
Stan and Jan Buell
Hollie and Tim Burkhart
Ivan Carter
Mike Crawford
Don and Linda Dixon
Bob and Deb Garza
Dale Grimes
Don and Mary Harter
Ron and Mary Johnson
David Kidder/Kidder Safari Co.
Mike and Quincy Kwast
Mike and Renee Leonard

Michael and Suzanna Lesiow
Joseph Maggini
John and Helen Mellema
Jeffrey Mohney
Kimberly and Mark McCoy
Bob and SueEllen McCreary
Brian and Pam Metcalf
Gary Miller
Nancy and Bob Mills/Mills Jr.
Bobby and Sarah Mills
Lynda and Todd Moelker
Jan and Lee Murray
Ron and Kristy Northman
Jim Novitsky

Dan and Julie Olson
Debbie and Joe Pedersen
Denise and Steve Perrins
Jay and Stacey Platz
Robert Schautz
David Slikkers
Bob and Connie Smith
Jerry and Sandy Swett
Pete and Judy VanderArk
Tim VanZyll
Sara Walker
Rodney and Jeanette Winkel

If we missed recognizing or thanking anyone, we apologize. 
Please let us know so it can be corrected in our next Tracker magazine.







We specialize
in the importation of Hunting Trophies

from around the world. Tell us where your trophies are, and 
we will get them home to you or your

U.S. taxidermist.

Michael Coppersmith
National Hunting Trophy Coordinator

(404) 366-1650 ext. 13
michael@coppersmith.com • www.huntingtrophy.com

ATLANTA, GA (ATL)
114 Southfield Parkway #170
Forest Park, GA 30297
Phn: 404-366-1650 Fax: 404-366-1649 
atltro@coppersmith.com

DALLAS, TX (DFW)
1200 Minters Chapel Rd. STE 100
Grapevine, TX 76051
Phn: 817-421-8989 Fax: 817-421-6464 
dfwtro@coppersmith.com

LOS ANGELES, CA (LAX)
525 S. Douglas St. #100 
El Segundo, CA 90245
Phn: 310 607-8000 Fax: 310-607-8001 
laxtro@coppersmith.com

SEATTLE, WA (SEA)
3100 S. 176th St. Ste 120 
Seattle, WA 98188
Phn: 206 242-6181 Fax: 206-242-0089 
seatro@coppersmith.com 

PORTLAND, OR (PDX)
6135 N.E. 80th Ave. Ste A4
Portland, OR 97218
Phn: 503 249-1400 Fax: 503-249-3950 
pdxtro@coppersmith.com 

CHICAGO, IL (ORD)
760 Bonnie Lane
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
Phn: 847 437-1500 Fax: 847-437-1501 
ordtro@coppersmith.com

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (SFO)
434 Rozzi Place
South San Francisco, CA 94080
Phn: 650 872-1225 Fax: 650-872-1070 
sfotro@coppersmith.com 

HOUSTON, TX (IAH)
15904 International Plaza Dr.
Houston, TX 77032
Phone: 281 442-4800 Fax: 281-442-8892 
iahtro@coppersmith.com

NEW YORK, NY (JFK)
One Cross Island Plaza Ste 117
Rosedale, NY 11422
Phn: 718-723-5000 Fax: 718-723-5005 
jfktro@coppersmith.com

Safari Club International
Michigan Chapter
P.O. Box 1807
Grand Rapids, MI 49501


