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The Messengers of the Churches of the American Baptist Association 
endorsed the following for the 2025-2026 Associational year:

Alaska
Arkansas
California

Florida 
Georgia

Idaho
Indiana

 Iowa
Kansas

Louisiana
Maryland 
Michigan 
Missouri
Nevada 

New Mexico 
New York 

North Carolina
Ohio
Texas
Utah

Virginia 
Washington

Argentina, Belize, Brazil, Cambodia
Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador
France, Haiti, Honduras, Indonesia

Japan, Kenya, Latvia, Liberia, Mexico
Panama, Peru, Philippines, Romania

South Korea, South Sudan, Spain, 
Thailand, Uganda, Ukraine, Vanuatu

146 Missionaries

22 States
27 Foreign Countries

22 Interstate Missionaries on Salary
12 Interstate Missionaries on Designated Funds

17 Foreign Missionaries on Salary
17 Foreign Missionaries on Designated Funds

53 National Missionaries on Salary
8 National Missionaries on Designated Funds

2 Missionary Helpers
15 Mission Ministries
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Welcome to this edition of Mission’s News and Views. One Scripture that kept com-
ing up in several of the writers’ articles was 1 Corinthians 15:58:

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”

This verse is given at the end of the great “resurrection” chapter, where Paul presents a powerful case 
for the resurrection of Christ. He begins the chapter by declaring the gospel—that Christ died for our 
sins, was buried, and rose again on the third day according to the Scriptures. He goes on to tell us that 
more than five hundred brethren saw Jesus. We don’t know who these men were, but Paul then names 
some well-known witnesses and even testifies that he saw the risen Christ himself.

Some in Corinth claimed there was no resurrection. Paul strongly refutes this, reminding us that if 
Christ is not risen, our preaching is in vain, our faith is empty, and we are still in our sins. If Christ is not 
risen, then those who have died in Him are lost, and we are the most miserable people in the world.

But Paul doesn’t leave us there. He shifts focus and writes about the Lord’s return, when He will rule 
and reign with all authority and power. As the passage draws to a close, Paul gives us a glimpse of the 
glorified bodies that God will give us.

We serve a risen Savior! He is alive—and that makes all the difference. Because Jesus lives, we will live 
also! If He can conquer death, what can He not do? He can save anyone who comes to Him by faith. 
He gives His presence in the midst of trouble, His direction when we are overwhelmed, His provision 
when we are in need, and His peace in the middle of chaos. He empowers us to accomplish the work 
He has left for us to do.

Our Lord is coming again—and thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ! Because of this, we plant our feet, steadfast and unmoveable, and we give ourselves entirely 
to the work of the Lord—for His honor and glory!

Finally, He leaves us with the promise that our labor is not in vain in the Lord. Paul uses the word 
labour, which refers to intense work united with trouble and toil. It implies pain, weariness, and hard-
ship. Let me encourage you: keep on keeping on for the glory of God. He sees it all, He will help us 
endure, and He will reward our faithfulness.

In this edition, you’ll hear from some of our Lord’s faithful servants—newly ABA-Recommended Mis-
sionaries. I hope you enjoy reading about their fields of labor and the work God has called them to. 
I pray that you will commit to supporting them through your words of encouragement and faithful 
prayers.

Let me leave you the way I began:

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”

Justin Coburn
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Memories of the 99th Annual Meeting of the Messengers 
of the American Baptist Association in Springfield, MO 

Courtsey of 
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Allow us to introduce ourselves.  We are Jerry and Kim Chandler, 
Missionaries to Brasov, Romania, sent out by Langdon St. Baptist 
Church in Somerset, Kentucky.  Romania is a beautiful country in 
Eastern Europe.  It has a population of 19 million people. Romania is 
rich in culture and history!  Romania’s primary religion is Romanian 
Orthodox, which is a works-based religion. God has called us there to 
preach the true gospel of salvation, which is by Grace through Faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ.  We want to establish Indigenous Romanian 
Baptist Churches.

Kim and I have been married for over 48 years.  I was saved when I was 
11 and baptized by Union Hill Landmark Missionary Baptist Church, near Bradford, Arkansas.  I announced my 
call to preach the gospel in 1974 and have been in the ministry for over 51 years.  Kim was born and raised in 
Alabama.  Kim and I were married in 1977, and we have been blessed to serve the Lord together as husband and 
wife until this very day.  We have four daughters and their families, which include eight beautiful grandchildren!
     
Mission work has always been very dear to our hearts.  Early in my ministry, I had the blessing of helping estab-
lish two stateside churches.  I also have pastored churches both in Arkansas and Kentucky.  In 2001, God called 
us to be Missionaries to the Country of Romania and were sent out by West Somerset BC in Somerset, KY, and 
then later by Faith Baptist Church in Cabot, Arkansas.  We moved onto the field in Brasov, Romania, in July of 
2002 and took over the Mission Work that Brother John Sanders had been working with for 10 years.  During 
those years, I taught in the Bible Institute in Brasov, where we trained pastors and Christian workers.  We also 
worked with American Missionaries, Doug Wiersema, Robert Blume, Jim Black, and Steve Rutherford, building 
a Romanian Youth Camp.  All the while, Kim led a Humanitarian Ministry that helped Needy Families with food, 
clothing, and medical needs and worked alongside Hospice to aid terminally ill patients and their families.  Af-
ter returning to the States, for the last 12 years I have served as Senior Pastor in two different churches, one be-

ing Langdon St. Baptist Church in Somerset, Kentucky, and Pleasant Hill 
Missionary Baptist Church in Lynn, Arkansas.  While Pastoring Langdon 
St. BC in Somerset, Kentucky, the Church sent out Kolt and Amy Mack-
rill as Missionaries to the Brasov area of Romania.  Kolt is our son-in-
law, and Amy is our youngest daughter.  They have labored faithfully 
as Missionaries in Romania for nearly 10 years. During that time, they 
have started a new work in the Village of Zarnesti and have worked to 
help an existing church in the Village of Feldioara.  Early in 2025, Kolt 
accepted a call to pastor Pleasant Hill MBC in Lynn, AR.  He and His 
family moved back to the States at the end of May 2025.

        In 2024, God placed a strong burden on our hearts once again for Ro-
mania.  After Romania entered the European Union, many people were 
able to leave Romania to find work with higher wages in other Euro-
pean countries.  As a result, a country that once had a population of 
23 million now has a population of 19 million.  Along with many that 
have left, there are Romanian Pastors who once pastored Romanian 
Baptist Churches that we had established.  By the time this article is 
published, we will be living and working in Romania once again. We are 
taking over the work started by Brother Kolt Mackrill in Zarnesti and 
will lead the church in Feldioara, which has been without a Pastor for 
many years.  We plan to reestablish the Romania Bible Institute, where 
we can train new Pastors and Christian Workers, and we will contin-
ue the Humanitarian Ministry.  We truly desire your prayers that God 
will use us to cast the vision that the churches will see the fields that 

are white unto harvest and that God will call more laborers into this 
plentiful harvest!
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Utah is a land of breathtaking 
beauty. Its snowcapped moun-
tains, red-rock deserts, and 
wide valleys draw visitors from 
around the world. Yet behind 
the beauty lies a deep spiritual 
darkness.

My wife, Lourdes, our two-
year-old daughter Emilia, and I 
are preparing to move to Utah 

as church-planting missionaries. We are being sent out 
of Landmark Missionary Baptist Church in Bedford, 
Indiana—the church where I grew up. God has placed 
a clear burden on our hearts: to plant a self-support-
ing, reproducing New Testament church in the heart of 
Utah Valley.

A Place of Great Need

Utah is one of the most religious states in the coun-
try, but it is also the least evangelical. The metro area 
of Provo–Orem has been identified as the least evan-
gelical metro area in the United 
States, with some communities 
less than one percent evangel-
ical. At the same time, Utah is 
the youngest and fastest-grow-
ing state, yet it ranks among the 
most depressed.

Despite their outward success, 
many people are searching for 
real hope. They know there is a 
God. Many even strive to reach His standard. But they 
try to do it on their own—and like all of us apart from 
Christ, they fall short. Their efforts leave them empty 
and hopeless because they lack the true Gospel.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast” 
(Ephesians 2:8–9). The people of Utah need this truth—
that salvation cannot be earned, only received through 
Christ.

This is why we are going: to 
preach the hope of Christ cru-
cified and risen again, the only 
message that can bring new 
life, healing, and transforma-
tion. As Paul asked in Romans 
10:14, “How shall they believe 

in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall 
they hear without a preacher?”

A Unique Opportunity

In addition to its unique religious climate, Utah Valley is 
home to a large Hispanic population—about one in five 
speak Spanish in their homes. With my wife Lourdes 
being an immigrant from Peru, we know well the 
challenges immigrants face 
and pray God will use us to 
minister to families walking 
through that transition.

We are also praying that God 
will open the doors for our 
friends from Peru—Joel and 
Claudia Cosme, and their 
daughter María Gracia—to join 
us in Utah. Joel has lived and 
worked there before, and knows first hand the Gospel 
need. His fluency in both English and Spanish would be 
a great blessing in reaching many. We believe God may 
use this partnership to open new doors for ministry 
among both English-speaking and Spanish-speaking 
families.

How You Can Partner With Us

We believe God has called us to Utah, but we do not 
want to go alone. We invite you to join us in this mis-
sion—through praying, giving, and even coming to 
serve alongside us. You can pray specifically for:

•	 The hearts of the people in Utah Valley, that  God 
would prepare them to hear the Gospel.

•	 The assembling of a faithful team to labor together 
in the work.

•	 Our family as we travel on deputation, sharing the 
vision, raising support, and building gospel-cen-
tered partnerships.

Utah is a land of beauty, 
but its greatest need is the 
Hope of the Gospel. Please 
pray with us that God 
would raise up a church 
there that shines as a bea-
con of hope in the valley, 
all for His glory!

 

Bringing the Hope of the Gospel to Utah Valley
By Daniel Teague
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      Nino Baffa, a servant and Evangelist of Jesus Christ. Greetings 
from our ministry based in Cleveland, Ohio. I desire that this 
letter finds you well and bears much fruit. I am a part of Her-
itage Church Planting, which is sent out of Heritage Baptist 
Church of Willoughby in Willoughby, OH, which is sent out 
of Cleveland Baptist Church of Ohio. Our God given goal is to 
plant 15 churches in total! Five east, five south, and five west 
of Cleveland.
     We have planted our first in Willoughby, Ohio, and we are in 
the process of planting our second in Mentor, Ohio. This work has 
been such a beautiful thing to experience. 

     Brethren, I can say that the Lord’s work is truly being done in and 
around our oyster. We have witnessed many, many confessions of 
faith over the two, almost three years we’ve been laboring, seen 
the lives of individuals and families change for the better, and 
have seen the community positively respond to us engaging 
in our work of the great commission. We’re in the lighting 
business, amen? Sharing the light of that glorious Gospel! 
My heart is truly touched to be a part of a born-again, blood-
bought, love-filled, King James, soul-winning, Eternal Securi-
ty preaching church. 
     I will speak for myself personally and say that the sec-
ond-best thing that has ever happened to me was that a Bap-
tist church found me. Yes, I wrote that right, reader – the Wil-
loughby church plant found me. I’m not sure that I have ever quite 
written or said those words just like that. God be praised! 
     As the born-again child of God, I fully acknowledge that church 
planting is biblical and that it’s for your average everyday Christian 
to be a part of in some way, shape, or form. Not only are we to be 
a part of a church, but we are also a part of multiplying them. Can 
we not apply “Be fruitful and multiply” when it comes to church 
planting? I think so! In the same breath, as rewarding as the work 
is, it is very challenging and comes with many learning lessons. We 
experience the challenge of starting something new, new people 
that can be doctrinally all over the place, the wolves that come 
in with ulterior motives, and so on. I bring this up as it’s real, and 
it’s important to be real as Christians and ministers. People need 
authenticity these days – they need to authentically meet Jesus 
through His people. Are you doing that, reader? Are you authen-
tically introducing and sharing Jesus with people in how you live 
your day-to-day life? Come on, I had to challenge you at some 
point! 
     I am personally working on follow-ups. God is responding by 
giving me grace and growing me in this way, and I’m looking for-
ward to seeing the fruit. Please keep our ministry in your prayers. 

Currently, 1 Corinthians 15:58 is really hitting home for me – 
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, 

always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord “. 
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My name is Noel Alba Magallanes, and I thank God for the chance to share my story 
with you. I am serving as a missionary pastor here in Capiz, Philippines, and it’s with 
great joy that I tell you about God’s work in this place. 
When I first surrendered my life to Christ, I knew that He was calling me to give my life 
in service to Him. Over time, that call became clearer. God put in my heart the mission 
to share His Word, especially with those who have not yet heard the Gospel. Through 

much prayer, God’s guidance, and the encouragement of fel-
low believers, He led me here to Capiz. I know that I’m here 
not by accident, but because He opened the way and gave 
me the privilege of serving in this ministry. Each day, I see 
more and more that this is truly His work, and I’m grateful 
for the honor of laboring in the Lord’s vineyard.

As the Lord has called me to labor here, it’s also import-
ant to know the place where He has planted this ministry. 
Understanding the community and the land helps us see 
not only the challenges the people face but also the many 
opportunities for the Gospel to take root and flourish.

Roxas, Capiz, Philippines, carries a rich cultural identity 
shaped by its history, traditions, and natural resources. The province is recognized for its heritage 
structures, seafood cuisine, and distinct fishing practices. 

      Capiz’s economy is largely agricultural, with rice, corn, 
coconut, sugarcane, and bananas as major crops. Anoth-

er main source of income is fishery, with Capiz known 
as the “Seafood Capital of the Philippines.” Capiz 
has one of the richest fishing grounds in the country, 
providing a livelihood to people. It’s also known for 
its abundant marine life, making it a major exporter 
of prawns and milkfish. A serious challenge in Capiz 
is the frequent typhoons, which often damage rice 
fields and fishponds and greatly affect the livelihood 
of farmers and fishermen. 

My ministry here is built upon the foundation of the Baptist mission. From the beginning, I started 
in the ministry with limited financial resources, but I’ve witnessed how God truly provides for His 
servants and the needs of His work. A substantial part of my 
work involves conducting Bible Studies within homes and 
communities, aiming to firmly ground individuals in the 
Word of God. I also dedicate time to visitation, reaching 
the sick, visiting families in upland areas, connecting per-
sonally with households, sharing God’s Word, and con-
ducting prayer vigils for grieving families. We also hold 
cottage prayer meetings with mission members. Further-
more, we also have a children’s ministry, where Bible sto-
ries, songs, and activities are taught to help the children 
learn about Jesus and to grow in the Lord faithfully. The 
mission also provides a feeding program for them every Sunday, and it’s a great blessing to see that 
these children are always excited and growing in the Lord. We’re overjoyed at the church with those 
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who consistently attend. Along with this, we also hold outreach activities for children in other baran-
gays. We’re praying that we can also lead their parents to the Lord and join us in serving Him. Please pray 
for these lovely children and their families. 

Another touch of God’s blessings in our mission is the 
gradual construction of our church mission building. By 
God’s grace, we can see the improvement day by day, 
made possible by God’s provision and through the ef-
fort and cooperation of the brethren. 

We’re also blessed and grateful for the prayers and 
financial support of my sponsoring church, Corinth 
Missionary Baptist Church of Timpson, TX and the 
American Baptist Association (ABA). They provide the 
support that helps the ministry, advances the work of 
the mission, and carries it forward in ways that glorify 
the Lord. Indeed, God works through His people as instruments for missions. We continually lift them 
up in our prayers, asking the Lord to pour out abundant blessings upon them, to strengthen their min-
istries, and to grant them greater opportunities to touch lives for His glory. Truly, it is a great blessing 
and encouragement for us to be standing side by side with them in the Lord’s work, united in faith and 
service, all for God’s glory.

In this ministry, the Gospel is transforming lives, and 
many have followed the Lord in baptism. Truly, it is by 
His amazing grace that the mission continues to ex-
pand. 

However, we also recognize the challenges that come 
with the work. Resources are often limited, and the 
needs remain many, especially for the ongoing con-
struction of our church building. Yet, we’re praying, 
and our trust remains in the Lord, who will never fail 
to provide. 

Looking ahead, my plans include further strengthening our existing Bible studies, expanding our visita-
tion ministry to reach more families, bringing more souls to Christ through soul-winning, introducing 
more children to Christ, and conducting more outreach activities in other barangays. We also pray to 
baptize more souls and multiply more seeds for the Gospel so that the work of the Lord may continue 
to grow and bear lasting fruit. Also, we remain fully dedicated to completing the construction of our 
mission church building and many more.

With humble gratitude and prayers, I continue to focus on the work the Lord has entrusted to me. 
Through faith and obedience, we will see His Kingdom grow, and God may be glorified in all things. 

Thank you for your love and support for the mission. We wholeheartedly appreciate and value your part-
nership in the Lord’s work, and I humbly rejoice in God’s grace that allows us to serve Him side by side. 
Truly, the work continues not by our strength alone but by His power and provision.

We press on with joy, knowing that this mission is the Lord’s, and we are simply vessels in His service. To 
God be all the glory!
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     Hello! My name is Jared Harris, and we are Redeemed Mission Builders. My 
wife Samantha and I have seven children and praise the Lord that all profess 
salvation through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. We have also been serving 
as youth leaders at our church for the last several years. It has been just over a 
year since we were sent out as full-time mission builders from Valley Landmark 
Missionary Baptist Church in Spokane Valley, WA.
     Over the last few years, my wife and I have been praying for God’s direction 
in our lives. We believed we were being called to the building ministry. I have 
worked in the construction field my whole life, but I was never satisfied. I al-
ways felt there was something more. I was soon to find out why. I had spent 

many years trying to avoid God’s voice and do life under my own power. Five years ago, God showed me that I 
was not going down the path He had for me, and that hit me like a sack of bricks. On a Tuesday night, I asked 
God to use me however He needed and that my answer would always be yes when he called. I remember that 
because on Wednesday, I came home and told my wife we were going to church. She said, “We don’t go to 
church on Wednesdays”. I said, “We do now”, and we have not looked back. 
     My first building trip was to Africa in February of 2023, specifi-
cally Lodwar in Kenya. I helped build a church 1 ½ hours outside of 
town and a dormitory for the bible school at the church in town. 
This trip was such a blessing and solidified that this is the work the 
Lord was calling us to do.  Since then, I have traveled internation-
ally on 6 different projects and to 8 different projects within the 
United States. My wife has been on 3 Macmed trips and was just 
recently able to come with me on our most recent project in Mt. 
Pleasant, TX, with my youngest daughter and son, where we helped 

the Macedonian builders with a shop for the REACH trailer.
     In Honduras and Thailand, we went to help build churches and dormi-
tories at bible schools. We have also helped the California Chapel Build-
ers in Porterville, Hayward, and Ceres, CA, as well as the Macedonian 
Missionary Services at Cedar Hills church camp in Binger, OK, Overton, 
TX, Mt. Pleasant, TX, and Hope, Indiana. In San Fernando, Mexico, we 
were able to help with electrical and drywall, and in Aguascalientes, we 
were able to help build a baptistry. Everywhere we have been, we have 
seen the Lord at work. He never ceases to amaze me with His goodness.
     The Lord has been 

calling us in every direction recently. It has been a blessing 
but also somewhat exhausting, but we wouldn’t have it any 
other way. 1 Corinthians 15:58 says, “Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord.”  We are always looking for church-
es and people who would like to help support our ministry, 
as well as those who are in need of our services. Most importantly, we ask for your prayers. Prayers for contin-
ued guidance and strength for us to follow God’s path. Pray that God’s light will shine through us, and that 

the work God leads us to do will assist in the salvation of others and 
further the Kingdom of God here on Earth. You can follow us through our 
Facebook page “Redeemed Mission Builders” or scan the QR code below. 
Please feel free to reach out to us.
 Matthew 5:16 – “Let 
your light so shine before 
men, that they may see 
your good works, and 
glorify your Father which 
is in heaven.”
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Organization Services in 2025

Immanuel Baptist Church
Bellevue, Nebraska
Pastor Danny Fudge

Antioch Baptist Church
Dexter, Maine
Pastor George Dever

Acadiana Baptist Church
Lafayette, Louisiana
Pastor Jason Hebert
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     Hello! My name is Dylan Sanchez. I am from 
Houston, Texas, and a member of First Baptist 
Church of Cave City, Arkansas. Over the past 
year, Christ has been leading me on a path I did 
not expect, but one I am very thankful for.

     For most of my life, I knew about Christ but 
was not really close to Him. My relationship with 
Him was distant. That started to change when 
my dad invited me to come with him to Co-
lombia. He mainly asked me to come so I could 
keep my sister company, since she was moving 
somewhere unknown and new. Even though that 
was the reason he invited me, I now know the real 
reason I am here is to help bring people to Christ. 
Through this step, He has been drawing me closer 
and teaching me to follow Him in a deeper way.

     When I lived in Houston, I had a steady job where 
I was earning around 2,500 dollars each month. It 
was not easy to leave that behind, but I knew God 
was calling me to something greater. I gave up the 
security of work and income so that I could come 
to Colombia and serve. Even though it was a big 
change, I have learned from my dad and through 
experience that when God asks us to give some-
thing up, He provides something better in return.

     Now I am in Montería, Colombia, serving with 
my family. It is a lively and busy city with a lot of 
culture, but just like any other place, there are 
struggles and needs. I have been helping with the 
church by providing English classes, helping with 
the sound system, and spending time with the 
youth. All of these things are part of the bigger 
purpose of helping bring people to Christ. At the 

same time, they are also helping me grow in my own 
faith and learn what it means to trust Him fully.

     One of the biggest blessings for me has been how 
much I have grown personally. I thought I was coming 
here only to help others, but Christ has been working in 
my own heart, too. My connection with Him is stronger 
now. I have been praying more, and I am starting to no-
tice God’s work in ways I never did before. I am also very 
thankful to have my family here and for the support of 
people around us who encourage and pray for us.

     My hope is that our church in Montería will con-
tinue to grow and help reach more people for Christ 
here. I also want to see our teaching classes grow, and 
our youth group become even stronger. My prayer is 
that people here will grow closer to Christ and let that 
change the lives of others in this city.

     Since leaving my job in Houston, my financial situa-
tion has changed. Right now, I am receiving about 150 
dollars each month from my sending church. My prayer 
is to be able to raise that to around 1,500 dollars so 
that I can continue serving here full time and focus on 
the work God has placed before me. If anyone feels led 

to pray for me or to come alongside me in support, 
I would be very grateful.

     Serving in Colombia has shown me that God is 
always working. His plans sometimes take us far 
from what we know, but He is faithful every step 
of the way. I am thankful for the chance to serve 
here, to grow in Him, and to be part of what He is 
doing. My prayer is that His work will continue to 
grow here in Montería and beyond.
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My name is Brandon Rutherford. I am blessed with my 
wonderful wife, Diana, and our two boys, Eric and 
Oliver. Together, we are missionary church plant-
ers, answering God’s call to one of the world's 
most strategic and influential mission fields: New 
York City.

“Missions” has always been a part of my life. I 
grew up on the mission field in Romania, spending 12 years of my childhood 
there. It was on that field that I not only witnessed the transforming power 
of the Gospel firsthand but also met my wife, Diana. Since 2012, we have 
served together in ministry, always with a heart for reaching the lost. We 
knew God had called us to church planting, but the exact “when, where, 
and how” remained unclear for years.

That all began to change in 2018. We took a one-week trip to New York City, and 
during that time God began powerfully stirring our hearts. As we walked the 
streets, surrounded by millions of people, we were struck by how few had access 
to a clear, Bible-preaching witness. We couldn’t shake the burden. Over the next 
several years, we prayed and sought clarity from the Lord. In the summer of 2024, 
God made His direction undeniable. We publicly surrendered to His call and an-
nounced that He was sending us to plant a church in Manhattan.

The specific field God has placed on our hearts is Yorkville, a neighborhood on the 
Upper East Side of Manhattan. Yorkville is compact, just 320 acres, but home to 
over 86,000 people. And yet, there is not a single Baptist church of any kind in 
Yorkville. The spiritual need is staggering. While there are a handful of Catholic, 
Lutheran, and Methodist churches, there is no Bible-believing, Baptist witness.
When you zoom out, the urgency becomes even clearer. Manhattan alone has 
around 1.7 million residents. Across the five boroughs, New York City has a popu-
lation of 8.8 million people, representing over 150 different nation-
alities and speaking more than 800 languages and dialects. The en-
tire world has come to one place. And while NYC influences culture, 
finance, art, and media globally, its Gospel influence is shockingly 
small.

In Scripture, we see the Apostle Paul strategically planting churches 
in the great cities of his day, places that shaped culture and com-
merce far beyond their walls. We believe New York City is one of 
those cities in our time. If the Gospel can take root here, it can echo 
out to the nations. Reaching New York can mean reaching the world.

This is why we are going. But we cannot do this alone. We need prayer part-
ners and people committed to interceding for our family and for Yorkville. 
We also need financial partners, churches, and individuals who will invest 
in the work of planting a true Gospel-preaching church where few currently 
exist.

The need is urgent. The time is now. We invite you to join us, not just as sup-
porters, but as partners, in the mission God has set before us. Together, we 
can see lives changed and eternity impacted in New York City.

Thank you and may God bless you.
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Annual Missionary Breakfast in Springfield, Missouri
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Alan Schoeff, Promotional Director, Eddie Addison,  Assistant Chairman, Ed Button, Chairman, 
Justin Coburn, Secretary-Treasurer of Missions, John Mix, Clerk, H. H. Strickland, Assistant Clerk

Second Row Standing

Scott Bourland, Jerry Baker, Bruce Betts, Bob Pogue, John Sanders, Jerry Chandler, Jason Hebert, Brian Langley
 Back Row Standing

Kenny Roberson, Russell Bailey, Keith Wilson, Larry Butte, Bobby Ball, Jr., Pete Underwood, Mike Maxwell, 
Wayne Stringer, Steve Merritt

Not Pictured: Juan Gallegos, Michael Schmid, & John Strader

2025-2026 Standing Missionary Committee

For the 2024-2025 Associational Year,
the ABA Missionaries Reported:

5384 Professions of Faith
508 Baptisms
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PLEASE SEND MISSION OFFERINGS TO:
SECRETARY-TREASURER OF MISSIONS • AMERICAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

 PO BOX 1050 • TEXARKANA, TEXAS 75504-1050

Email: missions@abamissions.orgPHONE: 903.792.2312

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

CARTHAGE, TX
PERMIT NO. 80

Secretary-Treasurer of Missions
American Baptist Associations
P.O. Box 1050
Texarkana, Texas 75504-1050

Please notify ABA Missions Office of any address or name changes.

Thanksgiving Missions OfferingThanksgiving Missions Offering
Join us in reaching our goal of Join us in reaching our goal of 

$350,000$350,000
on or beforeon or before

NovemberNovember  23,23,  20252025
“In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”“In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”

 I Thessalonians 5:18 I Thessalonians 5:18

Please send offerings to:Please send offerings to:
Secretary-Treasurer of Missions, American Baptist AssociationSecretary-Treasurer of Missions, American Baptist Association

PO Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050PO Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050
Phone: 903.792.2312, Email: missions@abamissions.orgPhone: 903.792.2312, Email: missions@abamissions.org


