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Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us,
but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy,

and for thy truth’s sake.
Psalm 115:1
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Where We Serve in the 2026-2027 Associational Year

Churches Preaching the Word

Churches Reaching the World

153 Missionaries
24 States, 29 Foreign Countries

37 Interstate Missionaries, 37 Foreign Missionaries, 
60 National Missionaries, 3 Missionary Helpers

16 Mission Ministries
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A Snapshot of ABA Missions 2026

     Since the ABA Messenger Meeting in June, the ABA Recommended Missionaries 
have reported 393 professions of faith and 66 baptisms through September. We 
thank God for every soul who has heard the Gospel and responded to the message 
of Jesus Christ!
     At our Messenger Meeting in Hot Springs, Arkansas, 153 missionaries, missionary helpers, and 
mission ministries were recommended through the office of Secretary-Treasurer of Missions. They 
are serving in 24 states and 29 foreign countries, and 19 of these are newly recommended this 
associational year.
     We have some exciting things happening through ABA Missions this year. We have a missionary 
going to the Utah Valley, a missionary team serving in New York City, a second missionary going to 
the greater Cleveland area, and two missionaries doing a great work in Baltimore. We have a mis-
sionary translating the Bible for a village of about 500 in Indonesia, and another missionary going to 
Manchester, England. These are just a few of the exciting things God is doing through ABA Missions!
     Whether they are wearing a suit in Europe or in a remote area in the middle of nowhere, they all 
need Jesus! What a privilege it is to be a part of getting the Gospel to people around the world.
     Our missionaries and ministries include 37 Interstate Missionaries, 37 Foreign Missionaries, 
60 National Missionaries, 3 Missionary Helpers, and 16 Mission Ministries. In total, 99 receive 
salaried support, and 54 are on designated funds. The approximate monthly payout for this associ-
ational year is $215,000, an increase of approximately $25,000 per month over last year. We thank the 
churches that faithfully give so these missionaries can continue the work God has called them to do.
     We also remember with thanksgiving the life and ministry of Bro. Walter Goulding, longtime 
missionary to Costa Rica, who went to his eternal home on July 4, 2026, at the age of 83. He was first 
ABA-recommended in 1961. I am thankful for his faithful service and testimony, and I rejoice that he is 
now at home with the Lord. Please continue to pray for his family.
     Since our June meeting, we have also rejoiced to see two works organized. New Horizon Baptist 
Church in Port Byron, New York, organized on August 2, 2026. Missionary Don Hagen faithfully 
served there for many years. Iglesia Bautista Betel in Houston, Texas, organized on August 29, 
2026. Missionary Michael Torres has faithfully served there for many years. We thank God for His 
blessings on these two works and look forward to seeing how He will use these new churches for His 
glory.
     The Thanksgiving Missions Offering is vital to the work of our Missions Office. This special of-
fering helps offset the deficit months we experience throughout the year and allows us to continue 
supporting missionaries around the world. Our goal for this year is again $350,000. We ask churches 
to receive a special offering toward this goal on or before November 22, 2026.
     May our minds be on our Lord’s Great Commission like never before! Let us be busy scattering 
the precious seed of the life-changing message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I pray this will be a year 
filled with God’s blessings. May God use the churches, missionaries, and preachers of the American 
Baptist Association for His honor and glory!
     Thank you for your prayers and generous giving to the missionaries of the American Baptist Asso-
ciation serving around the world. Please pray for more laborers!

Justin Coburn
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     My name is Jason Urchek, my 
wife’s name is Keri, and we have two 
kids, Ezekial (age 7) and Priscilla 
(age 5). I was raised in a Catholic 
home and lived a life focused on 
worldly pleasures until I came to 
Christ at the age of 26. After years 
of growth, getting involved in min-
istry, and surrendering to preach, I 
met my wife, Keri, who was a sin-
gle missionary in China. We met 
while she was home on furlough 
in the summer of 2016, and we got 
married one year later. Shortly after, 
I became our church’s youth pastor 
and continued there for 8 years. I 
was also heavily involved in public 
school outreach through Released 
Time Programs. In the fall of 2024, 
God began redirecting my heart. 
After a year of praying and seeking 
counsel, God led us to the east side 
of Cleveland to plant Bethesda Bap-
tist Church.

     We are 
working with 
H e r i t a g e 
Church Plant-
ing to establish 
a New Testa-
ment church 
in Willowick, 
Ohio. Willo-
wick is one of 

the most densely populated cities in 
the Cleveland area. South of Willo-
wick is Wickliffe, a heavily Catholic 
community. To the West is Euclid, 
which is an inner-city environment 
where crime and poverty dramati-
cally increase. Our plan is to contin-
ue evangelizing the community, es-
tablish a bus ministry, and grow our 
one-on-one discipleship program.

     My family and I moved up to the 
area in March 2026. Shortly after, we 
started canvassing and began a Bible 
study at the local library in May. May 
was also a busy month, as I gradu-
ated from Veritas Baptist College 
with a Master of Ministry degree. 

By God’s grace, in July we finished 
canvassing our whole area of ap-
proximately 15,000 people with in-
vitation/gospel cards. We are work-
ing to canvass the area again with 
bags that include a John & Romans 
booklet and our grand opening in-
vite. Our first profession of faith 
was made in July when we flagged 
down a young man on his bike and 
witnessed to him. He trusted Christ 
on the spot and soon after became 
faithful to church and one-on-one 
discipleship. At the end of August, 
he became my 

first baptism as a pastor and the 
first baptism of Bethesda Baptist 
Church. When we asked the young 
man where he was biking to that day 
in July, he admitted he was lost, not 
knowing exactly which road he was 
on. Thankfully, God knew exactly 
where he was, and he was “found” 
both physically and spiritually that 
day! 
     We are preparing for our grand 
opening service on Sunday, Octo-
ber 4th. After much searching and 
waiting, we finally confirmed a lo-
cation for our services at a local 
Methodist church, where we will be 
renting space. Starting October 4th, 
we will have Sunday services, Thurs-
day night Bible study, and a Friday 
night kids ministry. We are excited 
to begin services and see what God 
will do! We are extremely thankful 
for the ABA's support, which en-
ables us to be full-time in this work. 
Please pray that God would work in 
the hearts of our community to be 
receptive to the gospel. Please pray 
that God would grow our burden for 
the lost and give us wisdom to reach 
them where they are. Thank you for 
taking the time to read about us and 
our church plant. If you have any 
questions or want to know more, 
please don’t hesitate to ask!
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   In the heart of every missionary, identity lines begin to 
blur. As you acclimate to your new host country, little by 
little, without even realizing it, you begin to identify more 
with your host country than your country of origin. Peru 
has become that place for our family.
  We are the Earnhart family, missionaries to Peru, South 
America. When the Lord first took our family to Peru in 
May of 2000, we were a young family with five small chil-
dren. Over the years we spent serving in southern Peru, the 
Lord grew our family with two more little girls. Music has 
always been an important part of our family, and the Lord 
has used our children's vocal and instrumental talents to 
add much to our ministry.
   Most of our ministry has focused on southern Peru. The 
Lord has allowed us to serve in a variety of ministries, in-
cluding planting churches, revitalizing existing works, lead-
ership training in public schools, community outreach pro-
grams, and intensive counseling ministries. Each ministry 
has opened another door to reach people and invest in their 
lives.
    In January 2027, we will launch our next church plant, 
Iglesia Bautista Punto de Gracia. This church will begin in 
an area where seeds 
have been planted 
for more than 20 
years.
  Our church-plant-
ing process always 
begins with can-
vassing an area and 
building relation-
ships. We run children’s programs for many months and 
periodically organize community events, which eventually 

leads to home Bible studies in the area. We encourage new 
families to attend the main church in town, which often 
means providing transportation for them. When several 
faithful families come from one area, we begin more Bible 
studies, knowing the end goal is to plant a church in that 
zone and remove the hindrance of transportation.
   God has also given us a burden for two young men who 
grew up in our church in Tacna. They are now working to 
revitalize ministries: Pastor Jose in Cajamarca and Pastor 
Richard in Macará, Ecuador. Our goal is to offer encourage-
ment, leadership, and re-
sources as we are able. Both 
of these young families are 
operating with very limited 
economic resources, which 
makes the journey espe-
cially difficult.

   Another desire for this term is to lay the foundation for 
a training center that would influence leaders in northern 
Chile as well as southern Peru. For years, we have had no 
option but to send our young people to northern Peru for 
training. While they received excellent training, many re-
mained in the northern sector instead of returning home. 
We would like to offer excellent training closer to our re-
gion, combined with hands-on ministry that reaches the 
people of southern Peru and northern Chile.
  Looking ahead, there are immediate needs for both our 
family and our ministry. We need a reliable vehicle to trans-
port our family and provide transportation for those want-
ing to attend church. We need a laptop computer for minis-
try needs. The new church plant will also need a keyboard, 
sound system, sign, chairs, and tables, etc.
  We would love the opportunity to show you firsthand what 
God is doing in Peru, South America. We are experienced 
in planning and hosting mission trips that are more than a 
mini vacation or an Instagram highlight reel. We want peo-
ple to come and experience ministry, build relationships, 
and see lives changed firsthand.

God is changing lives, and we invite you to be a part 
of what He is doing!

Identifying with Peru



6

     My name is John Mix, and my 
wife, Sara, and I have the privilege 
of serving as Missionary Church 
Planters out of GracePointe Bap-
tist Church at Beechland in Lou-
isville, Kentucky, under the lead-
ership of our pastor, Dr. Mark 
Bishop. By God’s kindness, I have 
been privileged to serve the Lord 
in ministry for 30 years, includ-

ing three years of service on the Standing Missionary 
Committee of the ABA.
     After serving in Northern Virginia for 
the past 14 years, Sara and I have stepped 
out by faith to plant a new ABA church 
in this strategic and spiritually needy re-
gion. We began with weekly Bible stud-
ies, and on January 4, 2026, we official-
ly launched our church services. We are 
thankful for what God is already doing 
and are excited about what He will con-
tinue to do.
     Our church family has embraced a two-fold vision: 
reaching lost souls with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
raising up generations of self-growing, serving disciples 
of Christ. In addition to our regular services, we have 
begun three community Bible studies on Thursday 
evenings. These studies give us opportunities to disci-
ple our church family while building relationships and 
sharing the Gospel with people in 
the surrounding neighborhoods.
     Our target area is the eastern 
side of Fairfax County, stretching 
from the 495 Beltway south to the 
Occoquan River and including 
the Fort Belvoir area. We current-
ly meet for services at the Lorton 
Volunteer Fire House in Lorton, 
Virginia.
     This is a tremendous mission 
field. Within approximately six miles of our meeting lo-
cation are thousands of households in Lorton, Fairfax 
County, and Mount Vernon. The area is also home to 
a large immigrant population, including a significant 

Muslim population. Many of these precious people 
have come to America from countries where asking 
questions about the Gospel and seeking biblical an-
swers may not have been possible.
     Reaching them requires patience, compassion, and 
genuine friendship. Many are deeply rooted in religious 
and cultural traditions, so building trust and relation-
ships is an important part of opening doors for the 
Gospel. We are praying that God will give us opportu-
nities to love these families, earn their confidence, and 
point them to the truth of Jesus Christ.

     We are also privileged to minister to 
members of the American military. Lo-
cated just outside Fort Belvoir, our church 
is positioned among military personnel 
from all branches of service who live and 
work throughout the Washington, D.C., 
area. We also have members connect-
ed with Bolling and Andrews Air Force 
Bases, the Pentagon, and Fort Myer. This 
ministry provides wonderful opportu-
nities to serve families who come to the 

area from across our nation and around the world.
     Military ministry brings both joy and heartache. We 
are blessed to meet many new people each year, but we 
also say goodbye to families as they receive new assign-
ments and move to other locations. We pray that the 
disciples we invest in will carry their faith and love for 
Christ wherever God sends them.

     We rejoice in the Lord's 
goodness. Since beginning 
this work, six precious souls 
have trusted Christ as Savior, 
twelve have followed the Lord 
in baptism, and we have wel-
comed thirty-five first-time 
visitors.
Every number represents a 
person, a testimony, and an 
opportunity to see another life 

transformed by the Gospel.
     Another exciting part of the ministry is investing in 
future leaders. I am currently training two young men 
for the ministry, and we are praying that God will use 

God Is Opening Doors in Northern Virginia
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our church not simply to grow, but to become a sending church. 
Our desire is to see God raise up laborers and, in time, launch 
additional churches throughout Northern Virginia.
     We are asking our friends and churches to pray with us for two 
specific needs. First, pray that the Lord will provide a permanent 
church property. Second, pray that God will raise up and bring 
additional laborers to Northern Virginia.
     The need is great, but our God is greater. We are thankful for 
every prayer, every word of encouragement, and every invest-
ment in this work. We believe God has opened a door before 
us that no man can shut, and we are excited to keep walking 
through it for His glory.

     

Please pray with us as we reach Northern Virginia for Christ, 
disciple believers, train laborers, and work toward planting churches 

that will continue reaching the next generation.

For the 2025-2026 Associational Year, 
the ABA Missionaries Reported:

5260 Professions of Faith
564 Baptisms
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Missionary Share Time
Courtesy of

SMC Committeeman and 
Missionary John Mix, 

Virginia

Missionary Carlos Angulo and 
wife, Ana, Peru

SMC Committeeman and 
Missionary Scott Bourland, 

Indiana

SMC Committeeman 
Russell Bailey, California

Courtesy of

Tony Harp

SMC Committeeman Bobby Ball 
and Secretary-Treasurer Justin 

Coburn and wife, Amber

SMC Committeeman 
Wayne Stringer and wife, Paula Ed Button, former Chairman 

of the Standing Missionary 
Committee

Secretary-Treasurer of 
Missions, Justin Coburn

Prayer with Missionary 
Daniel Estrada, Spain

Prayer with Missionary 
Kevin Amburgy, Missouri
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Missionary Julio Anzoro 
and Yolanda, 

Arkansas/El Salvador

Justin Coburn with Japanese Brethren, 
Nobukatsu Amari, Kuni Oba (Missionary to Brazil), 
Michio Kawahara, Shin Kamoda and Hiroyasu 

Kida

Prayer with Missionary 
Everett Ledbetter, Kansas

Secretary-Treasurer of Missions 
Justin and Amber Coburn

Prayer with Missionary Matthew 
Thompson and Sarah, Indonesia

Gediminas Kapustavicius, Joe Morrell, 
and Mitch Kawahara

Alan Schoeff, Promotional Director, Scott Bourland,  Assistant Chairman, Eddie Addison, Chairman, Justin Coburn, Secretary-Treasurer of Missions,
 H. H. Strickland, Assistant Clerk, John Mix, Clerk

Second Row Standing
Russell Bailey, Russell Knight, Michael Schmid, Jason Hebert, Bob Pogue, John Sanders, John Strader, Kenny Roberson,

 Jerry Chandler, Bruce Betts 
Back Row Standing

Jerry Baker, Pete Underwood, Steve Merritt, Bobby Ball, Keith Wilson, Shawn Findley, Wayne Stringer, Doug Wiersema
Not Pictured

Brian Langley, Mike Maxwell

2026-2027 Standing Missionary Committee
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     My name is Rachel Gillespie, and I am 
a missionary helper sent out of Calvary 
Baptist Church in Orlando, Florida. I 
grew up in church and have had the op-
portunity to serve in many areas of min-
istry, especially with children and young 
people. Over the last several years, God 
has continued to grow my heart 
for missions and eventually made 
it clear that He was calling me to 
serve in New York City.

     My burden for missions began to grow through mission 
trips, including trips to Puerto Rico and France. In January 
2025, I began to sense more clearly that God was calling me 
into ministry. After visiting New York City and spending time 
with the Rutherford family, that burden became even stronger. 
In January 2026, I returned for a survey trip, and God used that 
time to confirm that He was leading me to serve in New York 
City.
     New York City is home to millions of people from many differ-
ent cultures, backgrounds, and countries. You can walk just a few 
blocks and meet people from all over the world. While the city is full 
of opportunities, it also has a tremendous 
spiritual need. So many people need to hear 
the Gospel and see the love of Christ lived 
out before them. God has given me a spe-
cial burden for the children, teenagers, and 
young adults who are growing up in this city.
     I will be serving alongside Brandon and 
Diana Rutherford and their family through 
Compass Baptist NYC. My main focus will 
be helping with the children’s and youth 
ministries, discipling young people, assist-
ing with outreach and Bible studies, and 
serving wherever I am needed. I am excited not only to reach young 
people with the Gospel, but also to build relationships with them and 
help them grow in their walk with Christ.

     God has al-
ready provided 
many blessings 
as I prepare to 
move. During 
July and August, 
I had opportu-
nities to share 
the New York 
City ministry 
at the Florida 
State Meeting, 

a ladies' meeting in Florida, First Baptist Church of 
Inwood in West Virginia, and other churches. I also 
traveled to New York City to spend time with the 
Rutherford family and film a ministry video I can use 
when presenting the work to churches. God also pro-
vided a car for deputation for less than the amount I 
had originally budgeted, which was a huge blessing.

     Even the unexpected moments have reminded 
me that God is in control. While traveling from West 
Virginia to New York, my flight was delayed multiple 

times, and I ended up spending the night 
in the airport. During that delay, God 
gave me the opportunity to talk with a 
young lady from New York City and share 
the Gospel with her. What seemed like an 
inconvenience became another reminder 
that God can use every situation for His 
purpose.
     Right now, I am traveling and raising 
monthly support with a goal of $5,500 
per month. I plan to work a part-time job 
once I am in New York to help offset some 

expenses, while keeping ministry as my main focus. 
Please pray that God will continue to provide the 
needed monthly support, open doors with churches, 
keep me safe while traveling, and prepare hearts in 
New York City.
     Lord willing, I plan to move to New York City 
in the fall of 2027. I am thankful for every church 
and individual who has prayed, encouraged, given, 
or allowed me to share the ministry. I am excited to 
see how God continues to provide and what He will 
do through Compass Baptist NYC. My desire is sim-
ply to be faithful wherever He places me and to help 
reach the next generation in New York City with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Called to New York City
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     A missionary sits with a grieving mother. 
A pastor answers another late-night call. A 
faithful believer quietly wonders why know-
ing Scripture has not made the pain disap-
pear.

          What happens when someone loves the Lord and knows His Word, yet finds themselves overwhelmed by grief, anxiety, 
betrayal, trauma, or a marriage that seems to be falling apart? Where do they turn when they need someone who will listen 
to their pain while faithfully pointing them to the hope found in Jesus Christ?

 This burden is at the heart of Prevailing Hope Counseling Ministries.

     My name is Lisa Gee, and I am a member of First Landmark Missionary Baptist Church in Mish-
awaka, Indiana. As a single woman, the Lord has blessed me with opportunities to serve in missions 
and ministry both in the United States and around the world. Wherever He has led me, one thing has 
remained consistent: He has brought me face-to-face with hurting people carrying burdens that often 
require more than a quick answer or temporary encouragement. I came to see the need for someone 
willing to walk alongside them patiently, helping them navigate life’s struggles through the compas-
sionate application of biblical truth. The Lord used that burden, along with my training in counseling 
and biblical counseling, to lead me to establish Prevailing Hope Counseling Ministries in 2024.
      Our mission is simple: to help people discover lasting hope in Christ through Christ-centered bib-

lical counseling. The name Prevailing Hope reflects the truth that our hope does not depend upon our circumstances getting 
better. Our hope prevails because its foundation is Jesus Christ. Hebrews 
6:19 describes it as “an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast.” When 
everything around us feels uncertain, Christ remains unchanged.
     Through virtual counseling, Prevailing Hope ministers to individuals 
and families facing anxiety, depression, grief, trauma, family conflict, and 
other difficult seasons. Each situation is different, but our foundation re-
mains the same: God's Word is true, Christ is sufficient, and no circumstance places a person beyond the reach of His hope.
     Prevailing Hope also comes alongside missionaries and pastors, those serving on the front lines of ministry, who are often 
among the first people someone turns to when life becomes overwhelming. We provide biblical counseling support, prac-
tical tools, guidance, and resources to help equip them to respond with compassion and biblical truth. When more focused 
counseling is needed, individuals and families can also be referred to Prevailing Hope for additional care. Our desire is not to 
replace the ministry already taking place, but to support and strengthen it, helping missionaries and pastors care for hurting 
hearts while continuing to point people to Christ.
     Because we operate virtually, counseling and resources can extend across 
geographic boundaries, including places where Christ-centered counsel-
ing may be difficult to access. My prayer is that Prevailing Hope will con-
tinue to become a trusted resource for individuals, families, missionaries, 
pastors, and churches seeking help firmly anchored in biblical truth. 
     The Lord continues to open doors, and the need is great. Hurting peo-
ple are already looking for help, and many do not have ready access to 
Christ-centered biblical counseling. As Prevailing Hope grows, so does our 
opportunity to serve without allowing finances to become a barrier to re-
ceiving care.
     If you know an individual or family who needs Christ-centered bib-
lical counseling, or a church that could benefit from biblical counseling 
resources, we would be honored to come alongside them.  
      Life's storms are real. Pain is real. But for the child of God, pain never 
has the final word. 

“Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and stedfast...” - Hebrews 6:19

     There is hope. And that hope has a name: Jesus Christ.

 Would you pray with us?

        •	Pray that God will open doors to hurt-
ing people who need biblical counseling.
        •	 Pray for wisdom, compassion, and 
biblical discernment in every session.
        •	 Pray for missionaries and pastors as 
they minister to hurting people.
        •	 Pray that God will use Prevailing Hope 
to equip and strengthen churches with biblical 
counseling resources as they minister to hurt-
ing people.       
        •	 Pray for the financial and ministry 
partners needed to expand our reach.

Above all, pray that everything accom-
plished through Prevailing Hope will 

point people directly to Christ.

Prevailing Hope: 
Pointing Hurting Hearts to Christ
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An On Mission Family for Manchester
     We are the Strader family—John, Amber, 
Nora, JJ, and Imani—and God has called our 
family to Greater Manchester, England, to share 
the gospel, make disciples, and establish a repro-
ducing Baptist church. Horizon Baptist Church 
in Missouri City, Texas, serves as our sending 
church, and we are humbled by the opportunity 
to represent Christ and partner with churches as 
we prepare to go.
     Manchester is a remarkable city. The wider 
metropolitan area is home to nearly three mil-
lion people and is shaped by its industrial histo-

ry, world-famous football clubs, universities, music, and extraordinary cultural diversity. 
More than 190 languages are spoken across the region. Generations of Mancunians live alongside immigrants and refugees 
from around the world, making Manchester a place where the nations have gathered in one city.
     Yet beneath the energy and diversity is a deep spiritual need. Church attendance is low, historic church buildings have 
closed or found other uses, and many people have little meaningful knowledge of the gospel. Some know the language of 
Christianity as part of Britain’s past, but far fewer understand the saving work of Jesus Christ or have experienced the life of 
a healthy local church. We don’t see Manchester merely as a place of decline. We see a mission field filled with people whom 
God loves and an opportunity to carry the unchanging gospel into a rapidly changing city.
     God has already been gracious in opening doors. As we have shared this burden with churches, He has given us encour-
agement, prayer partners, and financial support. We have been able to explain not only why Manchester needs another 
gospel witness, but also why our whole family believes God has prepared us 
for this work. My previous years as a missionary church planter and seminary 
instructor in Kenya taught us the importance of patient, relational ministry. 
Amber’s experience as an educator and our children’s interests give us natural 
ways to become part of the community and build genuine friendships. We want 

to live among the people, listen well, 
serve faithfully, and share Christ in the 
ordinary rhythms of life.
     Our plan is to begin with life-on-life 
evangelism and discipleship. We want 
to meet people in homes, neighbor-
hoods, schools, cafés, parks, and football communities; clearly proclaim the gospel; 
and help new believers learn to follow Jesus in everyday life. As disciples are formed, 

our goal is to gather them into a healthy Baptist congregation that worships Christ, teaches Scripture, cares for one another, 
and eventually helps plant additional churches throughout Greater Manchester and beyond.
     We are currently raising prayer and financial support, building relationships with partnering churches, and preparing for 
a survey trip that will help us evaluate communities, schools, housing, ministry contacts, and possible locations for the first 
church. Our present goal is to complete deputation and relocate after the summer 
of 2027, as the Lord provides and opens the necessary doors.
     Please pray that God will prepare hearts in Manchester before we arrive, lead 
us to the right community, provide the remaining support and visa pathway, and 
give our family wisdom through every transition. Pray especially that the Lord will 
raise up men and women who will believe the gospel, become faithful disciples, 
and help carry it to others. We are not going because the work will be easy. We are 
going because Jesus is worthy, the gospel is powerful, and the people of Manchester 
need to hear.
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The Opened Door to Norway
   Our names are Paul, Katrina, and 
Arielle McCright. I am an ordained 
minister by Faith NLR, and I have a 
Bachelor's in Bible languages from 
Little Rock Missionary Baptist Sem-
inary and a Certificate in Applied 
Linguistics from Dallas Internation-
al University. Katrina most recently 
taught 4th grade at Baptist Prep in 
Little Rock, and Arielle is our won-
derful 3rd grader. We have been working 
with a group of believers in Gjøvik, Nor-
way over the past year. Our group consists 
of Ukrainian refugees, Norwegians, Lat-
vians, Lithuanians, Estonians, and Rus-
sians.
  We first learned about this group 
through Bro. Joe Morell while attending 
a Missionary Training Ministry session. God began to 
work on our hearts from there, and in the summer of 
2025, He swiftly and powerfully opened the door for us 
to travel to Norway to meet, preach, and teach among 
these believers. Since that initial trip, we have had the 
opportunity to return twice for extended periods to 
preach, teach, and build relationships.
     Currently, we continue preaching and teaching online 
until we can return to Norway in October. Although I 
am not physically in Norway, I currently wake up at 
2:30 a.m. to preach to the group via Google Classroom 
on Sunday mornings and lead Bible studies on Friday 
mornings. We are thankful to the Missionary Baptist 
Seminary for allowing us to use Google Classroom to 
make this possible.

Moving Forward:

     Norwegian visa policies allow Americans to remain 
in Norway for 90 days within any 180-day period with-
out an application or prior notice of travel. Anything 
more permanent will require a two-year accredited 
master’s degree in the field of labor. While permanent 
residence is not currently an option for us, we firmly 
believe God has provided a unique and fruitful oppor-
tunity for ministry during the coming years.
     I will continue teaching and preaching while be-
ginning a master’s program at Texas Baptist Institute 

this coming semester. 
Katrina and I will also 
begin homeschooling 
so we can travel as a 
family between coun-
tries.
     Last April, we began 
alternating 90 days in 

Norway and 90 days in the United States. Over the next 
two years, I will preach, teach, and—by God’s grace—
train leaders who can guide and shepherd a church 
there into the future.

Support & Partnership:

     We are actively seeking prayer and financial support 
as we prepare for these next two years. Our monthly 
support goal is $7200.00. Since some churches and 
individuals prefer to give one-time gifts or cover spe-
cific needs—such as airfare, housing, Bible software, 
transportation, or other ministry expenses—we want 
to share that our total yearly support need for 2027 is 
$86,000. Whether God provides this through monthly 
support, one-time gifts, or any combination of the two, 
we are grateful and praise the Lord for His provision.

Sent by:
First Missionary Baptist Church of Porterville

165 E. Putnam Ave
Porterville, CA 93257

Follow: Support:
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Organizational Service of 
Iglesia Bautista Betel, Houston, TX

August 29, 2026

Building Dedication of
Faith Baptist Church

Sterlington, LA
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Please send offerings to: 
Secretary-Treasurer of Missions, 

PO Box 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-10580
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