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Mission statement 
Live, love and learn like Jesus.

St. Oswald’s is a Roman Catholic Primary School established to work in partnership with the parish and parents in order to provide the best possible education for our children.
We accept as a prime and serious responsibility the title of ‘Catholic School’ and hold the example of Jesus Christ as a model for each individual in every aspect of life.
Central to our Catholic faith is the belief that Christianity is not just for learning but for living and therefore living the faith permeates the whole curriculum and all is done in school.
We recognise the need to serve all members of the school community and endeavour to fulfil their academic, spiritual, moral, social and physical needs.
In order to achieve this we strive to create and maintain a caring and supportive environment for all who learn and work in our school community.







Intent Statement
At St Oswald’s Catholic Primary school, Prayer and Liturgy forms a central part of school life. It is a way of understanding our faith and knowing what it is to be a part of a community. Prayer and Liturgy provide opportunities for enhancing spiritual growth and personal development through self-reflection. It is a way of encouraging the children to develop their own personal relationship with God.
The Aims of Liturgy & Prayer:
We believe that Liturgy in our school aims to provide opportunity for all pupils 
and staff:
· To contemplate something of the mystery of God
· To reflect on spiritual and moral issues
· To explore their own beliefs
· To respond to and celebrate life
· To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit
· To develop a common ethos and shared values
· To enrich religious experience
· To grow in liturgical understanding and development
· To reinforce prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition
· To reinforce positive attitudes
· To participate fully
· To take time out ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’ and ‘to give worth to.’
Principles
All Acts of Prayer in this school will:
· Give glory and honour to God;
· Be a quality activity, fundamental to the life of the school and its Catholic character;
· Develop in pupils skills that enable them to prepare, organise and lead Prayer rather than always participating or contributing in a token way;
· Give pupils positive liturgical experiences, appropriate to their age, aptitude and family backgrounds in order to prepare them for the liturgical life of the Church.
· Reinforce Catholic teaching 
 In order to do this, celebrations will:
- be kept small wherever possible or appropriate to help to personalise the experience;
- be short and appropriately paced 
- be simple, including a range of experiences offered in a variety of groupings and in a 
variety of settings.
Liturgy and prayer in our schools will be:
· properly planned
· adequately resourced
· recorded (Weekly class plans)
· monitored
· evaluated
· differentiated
Organisation:
Collective Worship is organised in each separate class within school. It is suitable to the age 
range and abilities of the children within that class. Liturgy will take place at least 
once a week in each class and will be linked to the unit of work being studied at this particular time or the liturgical calendar. Liturgy is in addition to shared class masses and 
whole school liturgical celebrations. Liturgy may take place as a pupil led activity 
or an activity led by the lay chaplain assisted by the pupil chaplains. 

Resources:
· Liturgy box
· Candles 
· Books 
· Cloths
· Modern Hymns List
· Figures
· Pictures
· Religious Artefacts 
· Worship Planning templates
· Worship cards 
· Image of the Holy Father (Pope)
· Image of Archbishop
Implementation 
Throughout the week, children at St Oswald’s will experience prayer and liturgy in different ways:
Whole School Liturgy
This will take place together on a Monday morning. Here we will gather as a school and listen to the word of God. The gospel that is used in this whole school liturgy will then form the theme of the classroom prayer and liturgy sessions throughout the week. Each week, the gospel – which is adapted from the preceding Sunday’s mass - highlights a particular theme. The children will have further opportunities to reflect upon this as the week progresses. We will then think about a way in which we can positively respond and go forth into the world to spread the good news. 
Classroom Prayer
Children at St Oswald’s have further opportunities to reflect upon the Gospel through classroom prayer. This takes place daily in an age-appropriate way. Teachers have access to many resources to help the children connect with the relevant messages contained with the Gospel. At St. Oswald’s, we understand that it is important to pray in a variety of different ways. We want the children to have many different prayerful experiences so that they may find a way that they are comfortable in talking to God. This will include the use of mediation (Including the Rosary), formal prayer, complementation, Lectio (the reading and reflection of scripture) and journaling.
Ultimately, we want them to pray at home in their own unique way, helping them to build a personal relationship with God. 
The following table highlights how formal prayer and liturgy will be progressive and differentiated based on the needs of each school year group:
Developmental Prayer and Worship Throughout School
	Class
	Prayer and Worship

	EYFS
	Sacred spaces introduced e.g. prayer tables, crosses around class and school. 
Quiet time is introduced for talking and listening to God. 
The sign of the cross and the 4 school prayers are learnt. 

	Year 1
	Recognising the importance of sacred spaces. 
Learning the school prayer. 
Developing the meaning of the sign of the cross. 
Recognising how we can pray for different things. 
Recognising how we are all unique. 
Hail Mary

	Year 2
	Exploring the meaning and imagery in the Hail Mary and Our Father. Developing learning of the school prayer.
Introducing spontaneous prayers for different reasons.  Prayers to the Saints 

	Year 3
	Spending longer in prayer times. 
Using scripture and verse as a stimulus for prayer. 
Understanding the characters of the Bible through art and drama. 
Using music and song to aid prayer. 
Learning the ‘Glory Be’. 

	Year 4
	Learning to be still and quiet and listen to God. 
Learning to ‘set the scene’ for prayer.
Learning traditional methods of prayer e.g. Rosary and Stations of the cross. 


	Year 5
	Use of personal prayer journals.
Using images and symbols in prayer. 
Using scripture to create prayers of their own. 

	Year 6
	Use of personal prayer journals.
Introducing pupils to the Prayer of the Church/Daily Office (a simple version to meet their needs)
Learning how other faiths pray. How can this challenge and inspire us?
Explore other form of prayer and worship (mediation/reflection/prayer labyrinth/ Daily Examen)
Begin to take ownership of worship and prayer



Classroom Liturgy
Once a week, the children take part in a classroom liturgy. This is a structured way for the children to reflect on the theme of the week and includes elements such as gather, listen, respond and go forth. These structural elements mirror those seen in our whole school approach and enable the children to think about our Gospel in an intimate atmosphere. The children may be exposed to meditative music, incense, candle-light and other strategies that may aid the process of deepening their understanding of their relationship with God.
Classroom Liturgy will be organised and delivered by teachers and children. As the children grow older and become more confident, they will take a greater responsibility in planning and delivering the classroom liturgy. 
Mass
On a rolling three week timetable, children attend mass at St Oswald’s. Here, the children will experience their faith as part of wider church community; experience prayer and liturgy in a church setting; and will be able to strengthen their understanding of the elements of a Catholic mass.
Impact
Children will develop a growing independence to pray through stillness. They will understand the importance of spending time in God’s presence and use prayer and liturgy to strive every day to bear witness to Christ. They will ‘be the change they want to see in the world today’. They will demonstrate reverence, sing joyfully and respect the need of others to pray. This will nurture the children to live, love and learn like Jesus.

Policy written: October 2022
Policy review date: October 2023
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




