
Sunday, June 21st, 2026
“Do Not Be Afraid: We Are Children of the

Father”
One of the most beautiful messages of Jesus in today’s
Gospel is: “Do not be afraid.” Jesus knows the human
heart. We all experience fears: fear about the future,

our families, our struggles, and the feeling that we are
alone. But Jesus reminds us: Do not be afraid, because

you have a Father who loves you.
Jesus says: “Are not two sparrows sold for a small

coin? Yet not one of them falls to the ground without
your Father’s knowledge. Even the hairs of your head
are counted.” What a beautiful image of God! He is
not distant. He is our Father who knows us, loves us,

and walks with us through every joy and every
hardship.

Today, as we celebrate Father’s Day, we are reminded
that fatherhood has its origin in God Himself. Jesus

revealed that God is not only the Creator of the
universe, but our loving Father. That is why He taught

us to pray: “Our Father.”
Every father is called to reflect the heart of the
Heavenly Father. Fatherhood is not only about

providing material needs, but about presence, love,
protection, guidance, and faith. Pope Francis

beautifully said that the first need is that a father be
present in the family: close to his wife in joy and

sorrow, and close to his children in their successes,
struggles, hopes, and fears.

The greatest example of fatherhood is God Himself. In
the parable of the Prodigal Son, the father waits

patiently, forgives completely, and welcomes his son
with love. This is the heart of God.

Today we thank God for all fathers: biological fathers,
grandfathers, adoptive fathers, foster fathers,

stepfathers, godfathers, priests, uncles, and all fatherly
figures who have guided and loved others. Their

presence and sacrifices often become a reflection of
God’s love. We also remember those for whom

Father’s Day is difficult: those who have lost fathers,
those with painful relationships, and those carrying

hidden wounds. The Heavenly Father sees every heart
and forgets no one.

Like St. Joseph, fathers are called to welcome, protect, and
love with courage. St. Joseph faced uncertainty, but trusted

God and faithfully cared for Mary and Jesus. My dear
brothers and sisters, today’s Gospel speaks to all of us: Do

not be afraid, because we are children of the Father.

Three Practical Suggestions:
1. Fathers and all fatherly figures: Make God the center

of your family.
Your greatest gift is not only what you provide, but the faith
you share. Let your children see you pray, trust God, forgive,
and seek His guidance. Children may forget many things they

receive, but they will never forget the love and faith they
learned from you.

2. Children: Honor and appreciate the fathers and
fatherly figures in your life.

Take time today to express gratitude—not only with gifts, but
with love and respect. Many fathers carry silent sacrifices that

children may never see. A simple “Thank you,” a loving
embrace, a phone call, or a prayer can touch a father’s heart

deeply. And for fathers who have gone to the Lord, let us
offer our prayers.

3. All of us: Become a reflection of the Father’s love.
There are many people around us who are afraid, lonely, or

discouraged. Let us bring God’s love through kindness,
forgiveness, encouragement, and compassion. When we

replace fear with love, we reveal the heart of our Heavenly
Father.

“Do not be afraid.” We are loved. We are known. We are
children of the Father.

Fr. Tomy Philip
Fr. Tomy Philip



Blessings to Our Men on Father’s Day
Fatherhood is a sacred calling to reflect the faithful, protective, and self-giving love of
God our Father. On this special occasion, we extend our heartfelt prayers, gratitude,
and best wishes to all fathers and adult men of St. Jude’s Church. Your presence,
example, and service are precious gifts to your families, our parish, and the
community.

True fatherhood is not measured simply by authority, achievement, or material
provision, but by sacrifice, tenderness, courage, and holiness. A faithful father leads
first by serving. He teaches by example, loves without counting the cost, protects the
vulnerable, forgives generously, and remains steadfast in prayer. In a world often
confused about manhood, Christian men are called to reveal the strength of
gentleness, the dignity of responsibility, and the power of a life rooted in Christ. And
just a reminder: ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP in the parish Knights of Columbus council
offers wonderful and endless opportunities to live out one’s call to fatherhood in a
more concrete way in the parish community.

I have witnessed a true spirit of fatherhood among the men in our parish community.
Some are always there to help, whether it’s with their time or financial support.
Others put in long hours to make our Fish-Fries and other parish events and activities
successful. Many share their skills during our construction and renovation projects.
There are those who support me and the other priests who serve our parish, both now
and in the past. Two of our men even serve our parish as Deacons with so much love
and dedication. Some of our men give generously to our parish projects, while others
encourage and bring their children to the PSR and Acutis Youth Groups. I even see
this great spirit of fatherhood in the young men of our Acutis Youth Group. I am truly
grateful to be your pastor, brother, father, and friend. 

May every father and adult man among us renew his commitment to be a spiritual
leader, a source of unity, and a witness of integrity. May St. Joseph, the humble
guardian of Jesus and Mary, inspire you to lead with wisdom, patience, and quiet
strength. Be assured of our prayers that God will bless, strengthen, and sanctify you
as faithful leaders in your homes, our church, and our community.

No daily mass on Mondays through June and
July
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 St. Jude Home Grown Sweet Corn
By the baker’s dozen, will be ready the

2nd or 3rd week of July. More information
to come!

Rainforest Falls VBS Registration is Open!
Join us July 26-30 as we journey through

Rainforest Falls, discovering the nature of God
and what it means to be rooted in a

relationship with our Creator. VBS is FREE
and open to children entering Pre-K through
5th grade. Family Cookout Kickoff: Sunday,
July 26 at 4:45 PM. The QR code for more

information and to register is below!
Registration is open until July 19! If any

students entering 6th-high school would like
to help volunteer as Crew Leaders or Station

Assistants, please contact Alicia! 
See you in the Rainforest! 

Alicia's Summer Hours: 
Now that PSR classes are over for the year, I will be

in the parish office ONLY on Wednesdays from
9:00am-4:00pm (until VBS that is!) Watch out for

PSR Registration the first week of August! You can
always reach me by email at
PSR@churchofstjude.com. 

-Fr. Peter Chineke, Pastor

mailto:PSR@churchofstjude.com


Mass Intentions & Times (†indicates deceased)
                  Saturday, June 20th

       4:30pm Mass        Harry Nickles †
                                     Sunday, June 21st

      8:00am Mass          Dan Connolly †
      10:30am Mass        Parish Family
                                     Tuesday. June 23rd

      7:15am Mass          James Felts †
                                     Wednesday, June 24th

      7:15am Mass          David Laub †
                                      Thursday, June 25  th

      7:15am Mass           Jack Zucco †
                                      Friday, June 26th

      7:15am Mass           Evelyn Conboy †
                                      Saturday, June 27th

     4:30pm Mass            Roberta “Bobbi” Hickey †
                                       Sunday, June 28  th

     8:00am Mass           Parish Family
     10:30am Mass         Evenlyn Conboy †

Next Weekend Schedule
LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday, June 27  at 4:30 p.m.th

Eucharistic Ministers: Fr. Tomy, M. Bruno, C.
Mataya, E. Prather
Lectors: Beth Auxier & Donna Day
Servers: Douglas Sommer, Still Needed, Still Needed 
Hospitality: Roger & Mary Beth McClintock
Sacristan: Isabel Long

Sunday, June 28  at 8:00 a.m.th

Eucharistic Ministers: Fr. Tomy, Dcn. Ray, B.
Connolly, Z. Dahlkamp
Lectors: Jane & Henry Hendrickson
Servers: Still Needed, Still Needed, Still Needed
Hospitality: S. Martyn, L. Drewes, L. McWard
Sacristan: Sue Roth

Sunday, June 28  at 10:30 a.m.th

Eucharistic Ministers: Fr. Tomy, Dcn. Tom, S.
Warren, C. Manning
Lectors: Lorrene Warren & Mark Schudel
Servers: L. Batten, L. Schudel, S. Harney
Hospitality: Still Needed, Still Needed
Sacristan: Darla Roark

June Volunteers: Week 3
Monday, June 22  Counting Day: Team 4nd

Church Dusters: Donna Day

June Aluminum Can Recycling: Marty Coe

June Food Pantry Collection: Steve & Debra
Decker

Hearts in Christ Collection: Jeanette Waters

Rochester Estates - 3  Sunday of June:rd

         Eucharistic Minister: Barb Scheufele

Carriage Crossing - 3  Sunday of June:rd

         Eucharistic Minister: Christopher Schmit

Please join us for fellowship, donuts,
fruit, juice, milk, and coffee on the

following dates: July 5  & 19  th th

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator 
This is the liaison between the diocese and

anyone with an allegation of sexual abuse of a
minor. (217)-321-1155

Spiritual Support for the Sick
Request the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick

for yourself or a loved one facing illness or
surgery. The Sacrament may be administered

privately or after any Mass.If you or a loved one
is in the hospital, Father would like to know so it
is possible for him to visit. Please call the Parish
Office at (217) 498-9197 for the anointing and/or

a hospital visit.

Eucharistic Ministers taking communion to
Carriage Crossing & Rochester Estates at 9:15am
Sundays Frances Yocum is having a Communion

Service at 2:30 pm on the 2  Tuesdays at
Rochester Estate

nd

It is a privilege to pray for those who are ill. In
hopes of keeping our list current, parishioners
and parishioners’ family and friends will be on
the prayer list for 1 month unless the office is
contacted to notify us that additional time is

necessary. We are happy to keep people on the
list as long as needed.The Social Concerns Summer Project for Graham

Elementary School supplies begins this weekend.
Please consider picking up a sheet on the table in the
vestibule after Mass. Each sheet has one requested

supply item listed, and you can take as many sheets as
you would like. We will begin collecting supplies on

July 4  and do so until August 9 . Thank you for your
help with this project! 

th th

Please remember the elderly and homebound 
of our parish in your daily prayer. 

God bless them all, and ….
 

Pray for Parishioners – Leroy Bozarth, JoAnn
Camille, Ann Carel, Morgan Culbertson, Carrie

Downey, Herta Duban, Gary Dumonceaux, Marilyn
Merkley, Jack Merkley, Andrea Miller, Ginger

Rentschler, Ray Roland, Rene Runions, Brittany and
Steve Smith and family, Owen Smith and his family

(Kristin, Paisley, and Adam), Bill & Laurie White, Joe
Rupnik 

Pray for Family and Friends of Parishioners
John Aplington – Beth Yong
Mary Aplington – Beth Yong
Kelly Diaz – Niece of Stan & Mary Jo Duesterhaus
Ellen Flynn – Family of Bruno’s
Carol Fulcher – Friend of Pat Carlisle 
Owen Herpel – Friend of Bortmess Family
Carol Kirby – Friend of Ginger Rentschler
Sam & Lily Lueker – Friend of Don & Lou Ellen
Markovitch
Traci Marsh – Friend of Mary & Hartzel Bruno
Barbara Mendenhall – Family of Marie Ginter
Charity Mizera – Friend of Father Peter
Scott Mulford – Friend of Don & Lou Ellen
Markovitch
Claudia Oller – Mary Bruno
Joe Rupnik – Friend of Mary Bruno
Myra Shroeder – Jane Molohon
Cindy Usher – Friend of Mary Bruno
Connie & Marc Wilson – Niece and nephew of Ginge
Rentschler
David Venable – Family of Mary Bruno
Richard Yong – Beth Yong 
Special Intentions – Steve & Pat Jones

Doug would like volunteers to help with tilling
and weeding while he recovers from surgery.

Help will be needed in June through July. 
Doug Wuellner – (217)971-9468
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