2026 Walk Opening Ceremonies Script
Sunday May 31, 2026
Good morning and welcome to the {insert location} Walk To Make Cystic Fibrosis History!
My name is {name}, {title}, and I’m thrilled to be your emcee today. What an incredible sight, to see so many people gathered, wearing your Walk gear proudly, ready to take steps that truly matter.
Before we begin, I would like to acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional territory of {insert official territory acknowledgement and pronunciation notes as appropriate} This provincial guide may be helpful, and we recognize the enduring presence and contributions of Indigenous Peoples in this region.
Today is about community, momentum, and the future we’re building together.
Last year, Cystic Fibrosis Canada celebrated 65 years of progress, progress made possible by a community that has never accepted the status quo. A community that shows up, speaks up, fundraises, and walks, year after year, to change what’s possible for people living with cystic fibrosis.
And here’s the exciting part: we are not slowing down.
Because of you, cystic fibrosis has been transformed from a childhood disease into one where more people than ever are living into adulthood. Because of you, more people in Canada now have access to life‑changing medications. And because of you, Cystic Fibrosis Canada is looking ahead: investing in groundbreaking research, expanding care and support, and addressing the needs of a changing and growing CF population.
All of this incredible progress is because people like you show up. Together this CF community has raised more than $50 million through the Walk alone! That is an extraordinary legacy, and today, you’re adding to it.
Your fundraising supports:
· Leading Canadian research, including work toward gene‑editing therapies,
· Access to improved care and continued advocacy for equitable treatments,
· Important support programs, like CF Canada’s mental health initiatives, helping people live fuller, healthier lives.
Simply put: what you’re doing today is shaping the future of cystic fibrosis care in Canada.
There are over 40 Walks happening across the country today, and right here in {insert location}, we’re proud to welcome {insert number} passionate walkers. Whether this is your first Walk or your twentieth, thank you for being here and for being part of something bigger than any one of us.
We know that there is real power in coming together, and that is why we are deeply grateful to the organizations that walk alongside us in support of the CF community.
We would first like to thank our Visionary Sponsor, Vertex Pharmaceuticals, a global biotechnology company working to help people with serious diseases like cystic fibrosis live longer, healthier lives.  We are incredibly thankful for their continued investment and commitment to helping people in Canada with cystic fibrosis live without limits. Thank you, Vertex!
A huge shout out to our National Sponsor CARSTAR Collision and Glass, the leader in auto collision and glass services in Canada. CARSTAR has been a Cystic Fibrosis Canada partner for more than 25 years, raising an incredible $6 million in support of cystic fibrosis research, care, and advocacy. Thank you, CARSTAR!
We also celebrate our longstanding partnership with Kin Canada, our National Volunteer Partner. Through their extraordinary commitment of more than 60 years to Cystic Fibrosis Canada, Kin has raised over $50 million dollars for CF research and care. We could not be more grateful for all that you do. Thank you, Kin Canada!
Please join me in thanking Vertex, CARSTAR, and Kin Canada for their incredible support.
We’d also like to thank our wonderful friends here at {venue}, along with {insert local sponsors}, who have helped make today possible.
And of course, our volunteers. To our Walk Coordinator {name}, and to every volunteer who gave their time, energy, and heart to make today happen, thank you. Your impact reaches far beyond today.
We are surrounded by people who go above and beyond. Team captains, fundraisers, families, and friends, you are the engine behind this movement.
While we celebrate today, remember: fundraising continues until July 31, so keep sharing, keep asking, and keep going.
(Proceed with Top Teams and Top Individual Fundraisers as per original structure.)
I would now like to recognize and introduce some incredible individuals and teams who are our top fundraisers this year. We calculated these totals yesterday, so they may have actually gone up! If someone has surged to the top three in the last 24 hours and we haven't said your name, we apologize! I know many of you are still fundraising today and beyond, which is awesome! Remember that, although the Walk is today, you can continue to raise funds through the Walk website until July 31. 
Our team captains are amazing – they work hard to get their teams together and reaching their potential – all while having fun and keeping our community top of mind. We love you, Team Captains! (Just as much as we love your teams!)
Now, we are proud to announce the top 3 fundraising teams and invite the Team Captain to come to the stage to receive their certificate and take a photo.
# 3 is….
#2 is….
#1 is… 
Congratulations and thank you to all our amazing TEAMS!
Now, for our top individual fundraisers – you’ve done a fabulous job and we appreciate all the hard work and energy you’ve put toward fundraising for this Walk. We invite you to come to the stage for a photo.
#3 is…
#2 is…
#1 is…
All right, we’re just about done here and I’m sure you’re eager to get on with this day!  Just some quick reminders before we go.  
Before we head out, a few quick housekeeping notes:
 {insert venue/walk route/security notes}
And finally, thank you. Thank you for showing up. Thank you for believing in a better future for everyone affected by cystic fibrosis. Today, every step you take sends a powerful message: we’re not done yet.
Have an amazing Walk, and let’s make history together!
