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I. Introduction


John the Baptist had a special mandate from God “to make ready a people prepared for the Lord” (Matt. 1:17).  But when things didn’t work out the way he thought they should, John started having some questions or doubts about his calling and about Jesus.  So, as we saw last week, John sent some of his disciples to Jesus with his concerns.  Jesus answered John’s questions by showing His power through miracles and through the words He spoke.  Matthew wrote that then “as John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John.”  Jesus said that John was the forerunner of the Christ and that He—Jesus—was the Christ—the Messiah.  
Jesus’ words in verse 15 “He who has ears, let him hear” were a warning that all who heard Him needed to take seriously what He had just said and what John had said.  As compared to John’s positive response of acceptance and faith in Jesus, Jesus showed 2 negative responses to His words and actions.
II. 2 Negative Responses to Jesus
     A. Criticism  The 1st response was one of criticism and rejection which was demonstrated by name calling.  Like children sitting around arguing about what to do and calling each choice, “Dumb,” some of those gathered around Jesus were just as childish.  They were selfish, petty, and stubborn; they wanted their own way.  Since neither John nor Jesus wanted to play the game of “Religion” the way they wanted to play, the teachers of the law, the Pharisees and the Sadducees started to criticize both of them and calling them names.

John came, living in the desert, refusing to eat their food and instead ate locusts and wild honey.  He didn’t dress like them in fine clothes; instead, he dressed in uncomfortable clothes made of camel hair.  In the beginning of his ministry, John was tolerated because of his novelty, but his continual emphasis on repentance and judgment got to be too much for the critics.  His lifestyle with its lack of human pleasures and human society was too much like a funeral mode.  They said, “We play wedding music for you but you won’t dance.”  His message was rejected—critics said his strange habits were proof that he was demon-possessed just like the demoniacs that chose to live in the tombs.


On the other hand, Jesus lived a normal Jewish life.  He mixed with all kinds of people as He traveled throughout Israel and shared their joys and their sorrows.  Unlike John, He spoke with many individually as he healed their diseases, forgave their sins, and called them to follow Him.  Jesus’ critics charged Him with being a “glutton and drunkard and a friend of tax collectors and ‘sinners.’”

Neither John nor Jesus played the game the way the religious critics wanted to play.  They rejected John because he did not dance when they wanted to be merry; they rejected Jesus because He did not mourn when they wanted to fast.  Like hardhearted sinners, the critics of Jesus’ day expected John and Jesus to conform to their expectations and refused to allow God’s agenda to affect their own.


The plain fact is that when people do not want to listen to the truth, they will easily find an excuse for not listening to it.  They do not even try to be consistent in their criticisms; they will criticize the same person and the same institution, from quite different directions.  If people are determined to make no response, they will remain stubbornly unresponsive no matter what invitation is made to them.  Grown men and women can be very much like spoiled children who refuse to play because they can’t make their own rules.

Then Jesus said: “Wisdom is proved right by her actions.”  We might say that “the proof is in the pudding” or “actions speak louder than words.”  The ultimate verdict lies not with the critics and their words but with the events—the actions.  The Jews criticized John for his isolation and strangeness, but John had moved the hearts of men and women to God as they had not been moved for centuries.  The Jews criticized Jesus for mixing too much in ordinary life and with ordinary people, but in Him people were finding a new life and a new power to live as they ought and a new access to God.  The correct way, the right way, could be seen very easily by the results.

     B. Indifference  A second response that also leads to rejection is indifference.  The sin of Korazin, of Bethsaida, and of Capernaum was the sin of doing nothing—the response of indifference.  Jesus did most of His miracles in or around these 3 cities.  They had seen and heard the Christ and for the most part they did nothing.  Because of this rejection, Jesus pronounced “woe” on them—a word of judgment but also a word of pity and sorrow.


To Galilean Jews, Tyre and Sidon were the ultimate examples of paganism, Gentile corruption, and worthlessness.  Yet Jesus said that if they had seen what was done in Korazin and Bethsaida, these 2 pagan cities “would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.”  These chosen people of God, these Israelites, had rejected God and His Word for so long that they were totally indifferent to the Messiah when He came to them.  The self-righteous, traditional religion of the Jews had blinded them more to God than the heathen religions of the Gentiles of Tyre and Sidon did.

Capernaum—Capernaum was the center for most of Jesus’ Galilean ministry, the place where He performed more miracles and preached more sermons than any other city.  The place Jesus called home.  Because of all that happened there, Capernaum was guiltier still.  Jesus said that if the miracles He had done in Capernaum had been done in Sodom—a synonym for sin and depravity—the people of this most wicked city in all of the Old Testament would have repented and would not have been destroyed.  Instead, people from the privileged town of Capernaum did nothing!

Jesus finished by saying that there are going to be degrees of punishment in hell.  When people have the opportunity to hear God’s Word and even see it demonstrated through miracles, their guilt in rejecting Him is greater than the guilt of those who haven’t heard about Him at all.  It is better to have heard nothing of Christ than to hear the truth about Him and ten reject Him.  Turn to Hebrews 10:26-31.  Whether through criticism or through indifference; whether through out-and-out rejection or by doing nothing at all, people who are the most blessed by God and have heard the truths of salvation, will receive a worse punishment in hell if they reject Him than those who have never heard.  Turn to Luke 12:47-48.
III. A Prayer of Praise


Jesus finished this encounter with an invitation to “He who has ears.”  But before He gave the invitation, He gave praise to His Father right there where all could hear it.  Salvation is a plan of the Lord of heaven and earth.  1 Timothy 1:15 says, “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”  In Luke 19:10 Jesus said that He came “to seek and to save what was lost.”  The message of salvation is the theme of all Scripture.  Turn to Genesis 3:14-15.  This was the promise of the Messiah who would destroy the power of Satan.  Salvation is seen in the prophets—

Isaiah 45:22 says, “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other.”  Finally, turn to Revelation 22:17.  From the beginning to the end, salvation is offered to those who will hear.  
Jesus praised God for His wisdom regarding salvation—in hiding “these things from the wise and learned and revealing them to little children.”  The “wise and learned” are those who are wise in their own eyes and rely on human wisdom—their wisdom—and reject God’s wisdom.  Whether religious or irreligious, the proud person will not submit to God’s wisdom and truth and will therefore not become part of the kingdom of God.  Psalm 138:6 puts it this way: “Though the LORD is on high, he looks upon the lowly, but the proud he knows from afar.” The religious man who, in selfish pride relies on tradition or good works to please God is just as far from God as the atheist.

By comparison to the “wise and learned,” “little children” are those who humble themselves and acknowledge that they cannot save themselves; that it is only through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ that they can be saved (1 Corinthians 15:1-6).  As Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”
IV. The Invitation


Jesus followed His brief prayer with a statement of His relationship with the Father.  Jesus said, “If you want to see what God is like, if you want to see the mind of God, the heart of God, God’s attitude toward men and women—look at Me!”  Or as Jesus told the Disciples in John 14:9: “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.“  In other words, Jesus is God.  The Son will reveal Himself and the Father to those who are willing to come to the Son in faith and humility.  In Jeremiah 29:13 God said, “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”  Jesus closed this conversation with a call to salvation—a call to reestablish a relationship with the Father.  There are only 2 things a person must do.
     A. Come in Faith  The 1st step of salvation is to come in faith.  Salvation isn’t through a church, a ritual, a pastor, a priest, or any other human activity—it’s through Jesus.  He said, “Come to me.”  In John 6:35 Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.”  The burden and weariness of trying to find and please God on one’s own will be gone.  The heavy burdens placed by man-made rules and regulations to earn one’s way into heaven will disappear.  Jesus will give spiritual rest to everyone who comes in repentance and humble faith.

     B. Come in Submission  But just believing that there is a God isn’t enough; James 2:19 says, “You believe that there is one God.  Good!  Even the demons believe that-- and shudder.”  Salvation also involves submission.  Romans 10:9 says, “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”  One must come to Jesus in submission. It’s impossible for Christ to have lordship over those who refuse to obey Him.  Jesus represents this submission and obedience by a yoke.  When one comes to Jesus by faith, Jesus gives him rest and he has peace with God.  But by taking His yoke, i.e., by submitting to Jesus’ Lordship, one finds the deeper rest of surrender and obedience—he has the peace of God as he walks with Christ.  Turn to Philippians 4:6-9.

This yoke isn’t like the yoke of all the rules and regulations of the Pharisees.  Jesus will never give His children a yoke or a burden that is too heavy to carry.  His yoke has nothing to do with demands of works or of law or of human tradition, instead the Christian’s work of obedience—his yoke—to Christ is joyful and satisfying.  As John explains in 1 John 5:3, “This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome.”  Unlike any other yoke, Christ’s yoke is easy, and the burden is light. 

V. Conclusion

It’s easy to wonder how the Pharisees and teachers of the law, in spite of all they knew from their studying of the Old Testament and saw with their own eyes, could be so narrow-minded and arrogant that they refused to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah.  It’s also hard to understand how those that followed Jesus from miracle to miracle and teaching to teaching could just look at Him as a man with magical power.  In reality, only a few accepted Him as their Lord and Savior.  But things really haven’t changed.


Today, there are those that say that Jesus was a great teacher with wonderful words to live by, but they stop short of calling Him the Son of God.  But if they are right, what do we do about His calling Himself the one and only God?  If this is a lie, then He is deluded.  He belongs in a psychiatric home and His teachings are mere ramblings of a mad man and not something to be followed!

Some say He is God, but they don’t want anything to do with Him.  Some criticize His principles and call them “Dumb.”  They want to play God’s game their own way with their own rules--not God’s rules.  Through the years critics have found it easy to criticize Christianity and it’s results,  Yet they are unable to explain how lives are changed from sin-filled to righteous, from despair to hope, from anger to love, from sadness to happiness, from selfishness to self-giving all by the power of God.  To use an old saying, such people “are cutting off their noses to spite their faces.”

Others say that they’ll wait and decide some day in the future.  They are indifferent—they say they want to study more or they just aren’t ready to commit right now.  But for many, that future day always remains in the future.  The sad and scary thing about those in either of these groups is that because of their knowledge of Christ, His power, and His Word, Jesus said that “it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for” them.  Or as we read in Luke 12:48, “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded, and from one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” 

But before we throw stones at these “ignorant” people, what about you?  Are you living the Christian life God has called you to?  You have God’s plan for Christian living right here in His Word.  For example, is the fruit of the Spirit, i.e., is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, seen in you?  Is your life a testimony to the unsaved world that being a Christian has transformed you?  Are you carrying out the Great Commission?  Easter is 3 weeks away, are you ready to share with those around you what that means to you?  1 Peter 3:15 says, “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”  Remember, “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded, and from one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”  What is your response to Jesus?
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