“Walk in Holiness”
November 5, 2021

I Peter 1:13-21

I. Introduction


In his opening run-on sentence, Peter sang the praises of the God who had given such a great salvation to the Christians of Asia Minor.  In those verses, Peter reminded them—really all Christians—that they have hope for the future.  They have been born again and they have an assurance of eternal life in heaven.  They, also, have a hope—a surety—of an inheritance in heaven.  Peter also reminded them that they can walk in hope in the present.  As children of God,  he reminded Christians that they are protected by God and nothing can separate them from Him.  And throughout their lives, the Holy Spirit will sanctify them as they grow in their Christian walk.  Not wanting them to have any doubts about their salvation, Peter wrote that Christians will experience a variety of trials.  But contrary to the wisdom of the world, he went on to write that the trials are a good thing—they will purify and strengthen the believer’s faith in God and “result in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”  Because of their relationship with Jesus Christ—because of their salvation—even in the midst of any trial Christians can have peace and joy.  

After celebrating this salvation and the hope for the present and the future that Christians have, Peter moved to the reason he wrote this letter—to encourage and teach them how to live in a society in which Christians—“strangers in the world”—are oppressed and excluded.  Doctrine or theology—the hopes one has—must affect how one lives his life.  That is, beliefs about God and experiences with God must lead to beliefs about what is right and wrong.  Peter began this new section with the word “Therefore.”  That is, since you have received the great benefits of salvation, among which are new birth, a living hope, and an assured inheritance—you ought to be different in how you live.  That is, because of the assurances found in verses 1 through 12, there is a particular way Christians should walk through life; they should “Walk in Holiness.”   In today’s Scripture Peter gave 5 commands or guidelines for living.
II. Five Commands for Living (1:13-16)

     A. Prepare your minds for action.   First, Peter said that one needs to “prepare your minds for action”—KJV says “gird up the loins of your mind.”  In ancient times, to gird up your loins meant to gather up one’s robe.  If a person wanted to move quickly and easily, often he would pull the corners of his robe up through his belt or sash to tie these corners in place, leaving nothing to trip over.  Today we might say to “roll up the shirt sleeves of your mind.”  Hebrews 12:1 says, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles.  And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”  This is preparing your mind for action—throwing off everything that hinders.
Christians need to center their thoughts on God’s gift of salvation and the promise of Christ’s imminent return, then the many worldly things that would hinder one’s mind and spiritual progress will not be an issue.  A person’s outlook will determine the outcome.  A Christian looking for the glory of God and Jesus’ return has a greater motivation for obedience than a Christian who ignores the Lord’s return or anything God has done for him.  Part of being prepared is to study God’s Word; God’s Basic Instruction Book for Life on Earth.  With this in mind, Peter wrote in 1 Peter 3:15, “In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”  Christians need to be prepared for action—holy living begins with our minds.

     B. Be self-controlled.  Peter’s second command was: “be self-controlled.”  Later in 1 Peter 4:7 he wrote, “The end of all things is near.  Therefore, be clear minded and self-controlled so that you may pray.”  Self-controlled means not to lose spiritual control by adopting or accepting the world’s sinful system; it means to be in charge of one’s priorities and goals of life so that he isn’t controlled or corrupted by the world.  Believers need to guard against accepting the world’s priorities and goals.  Later in 1 Peter 5:8 Peter wrote to “be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”   Instead of adopting any of the world’s goals, our goal should be God’s goal for us—to praise and glorify Him and to win others to Christ so that they can have the same hope we have.
     C.   Fix your hope on God’s grace.  Then Peter wrote to “Set your hope fully (or completely) on the grace to be given to you.”  That is, fix your hope on God’s grace.   Turn to Philippians 3:13-14.  Rather than being  pulled in by the sinful actions and attitudes going on around us, every Christian needs to focus on the prize at the end of the race—eternal life in heaven with the One who gave His life for our salvation, Jesus Christ.  Victory isn’t just wishful thinking—with the prize at the end of the race in mind, it is assured!  

If a Christian finds anything more attractive than fellowship with Jesus Christ; if he yearns more to enjoy this world than to receive the joys of heaven, then he isn’t looking forward with love to Christ’s appearing—he isn’t focused on God’s grace and he isn’t walking in holiness.  All believers need the same perspective or outlook as the Apostle John had in Revelation 22:20 when Jesus said, “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming soon,’” John replied, “Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.”  This is the right response for those who have received God’s great gift of salvation.  This is fixing our hope on God’s grace.

     D. Do not conform to this world.  Peter’s fourth command is “Do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance,” i.e., Do not conform to this world.  As children of God our desires should no longer be like the world’s desires.  As Romans 12:2 says, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-- his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  The Christian is to be different from the world—a Christian’s conduct and attitudes need to be different.  Christians are governed by different rules—the guide is no longer the world and situational ethics but the will of God and His commands found in His Word..  Things like: “You shall not murder.  You shall not commit adultery.   You shall not steal.  You shall not lie.  You shall not covet.  Love your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:39).  Do to others what you would have them do to you (Matthew 7:12).”  Just to name a few.

     E. Be holy.  Finally, as children of God, Christians are to be like their Father, “Be holy, because I am holy.”  In Ephesians 1:4 Paul wrote, “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.”  Later in Ephesians 2:10 he wrote, “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  To be holy means to be separate from the world, doing what God has prepared for us to do.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, who lives in each Christian, we are called to love and serve God and to separate ourselves from the immorality and sinfulness that surrounds us and entices us.  Just as little children imitate their parents, we need to imitate our heavenly Father and be holy.


In everything we do, we need to glorify God.  As we live to glorify God, all of life is holy.  Even such things as eating and drinking can be done to the glory of God—1 Corinthians 10:31 says, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  If something cannot be done to the glory of God, then we can be sure it must be out of the will of God.


After these commands to walk in holiness, Peter went on in verses 17-21 to give three reasons why Christians should walk in holiness:

III. Three Reasons to Walk in Holiness (1:17-21)
     A. First, God is our Father.  God is our Father and as God’s children, we need to be serious about sin and holy living—just as God is.  Our Father is holy (John 17:11) and righteous (John 17:25) and as His children, we should reflect or imitate His nature—with the help of the Holy Spirit, we need to be growing in holiness and righteousness. 

     B. Second, God will judge each man.  God will judge in absolute fairness.  For the Christian, the word “judge” means to look for something good.  We will all appear before God’s judgment seat--turn to 
1 Corinthians 3:10-15.  Notice that Christians will be rewarded for what isn’t burned up—not punished for what is burnt up.  Each of us will give an account of what we have done with the talents, time, and abilities God has given us and each will receive the appropriate reward for the good we have done.  God will search our motives and He will examine our hearts.  We have been forgiven of our sins and they won’t be held against us.  In 1 John 1:9 it says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  And in Psalm 103:12 David wrote, “as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”  Depending on our motives, which God sees, we will receive praise for what we did for Him.

   
In verse 17 Peter wrote about fear, but this fear isn’t fear of judgment, but a “reverent fear,” a fear or concern of disappointing God or sinning against His love.  This is the loving reverence or awe and respect of a child for his loving, caring parents not the cringing fear of a slave before his master.  Just as children want to please their earthly parents, the believer should want to please his heavenly Father. 

     C. Third, God’s love.  Finally, the greatest reason for holy living—for walking in holiness—is God’s love.  Christians have been saved “from the empty way of life handed down from your forefathers” which led to eternal death—an eternity in hell; instead, they have been redeemed “with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”  As  Peter has already written, Christ’s death wasn’t an accident—it was planned before the foundation of the world—before creation even began.  Christians have been saved from an eternity in hell and, instead, are adopted children of God with the promise of eternity in heaven with Him because of God’s love for us.  Because of God’s love for them, Christians should desire to walk in holiness as a way of returning this love.
IV. Conclusion

If someone were to say that he was a Packer fan, but he didn’t watch or listen to the games; he didn’t know anyone on the team; he had no Green and Gold; and he didn’t defend the team, would you call him a fan?  I doubt it!  If someone were to say that he was a believer—a Christian—but he had no time to read God’s Word; his life and actions are the same as the rest of the world; his goals in life have nothing to do with God, Jesus, or heaven; he isn’t ready to tell others about Jesus, would you call him a Christian?

When we think about the sacrifice Jesus Christ made for us, as His children we should want to obey God and live holy—separate—lives for His glory and praise.  If we are going to live lives of holiness, we need to be prepared for action, we need to be self-controlled and not follow the world; we need to be controlled by the Holy Spirit—with our eyes fixed on God and His grace, we need to resist the efforts of the world to make us like the world, we need to make God’s priorities our priorities—then we will “Walk in Holiness.”  In Matthew 7:16 Jesus said, “By their fruit you will recognize them.”  What does your fruit say about you?
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Mark 14:12, 16-17, 22-26
As we come to the Lord’s Table this morning, let me re-read part of today’s Scripture from 1 Peter 1:18-21: “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.  He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake.  Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.”

Our hope—a better word is confidence—our confidence isn’t in silver or gold; our confidence isn’t in good works or belonging to a church or anything else we might do; our confidence—our assurance—of being forgiven of our sins and of an eternity in heaven is in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ—“The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).   

Peter wasn’t just making things up—he was an eyewitness.  He lived with Jesus for 3 years.  He saw Jesus in good times and hard times, but Peter never saw Jesus sin.  Jesus’ actions and thoughts were without blemish or defect.  Peter was with the other disciples at that last Passover meal when Jesus took the bread and broke it and said, “This is my body which is broken for you.  Eat it in remembrance of me.”  Peter was there when Jesus took the cup and said, “This cup is a new covenant in My blood which is shed for many.  Drink it in remembrance of me.”  Peter didn’t understand then, but he understood after he saw Jesus die on the cross and rise up again 3 days later.  Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ, God’s chosen One.
Communion is a time to remember what Jesus did for you 2000 years ago.  It’s a time to take inventory of your life –Are you looking forward to eternity with the One who loved you so much that He died for you?  Are your priorities God’s priorities or someone else’s?  What does your fruit say about you?  During the quiet time, thank God for His mercy and grace in calling you to be one of His children.  Then take time to look at your life, are you really walking in holiness or are you trying to fool yourself—‘cuz you’re not fooling God!
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