“To Egypt and Back”
August 7, 2022
Matthew 2:13-23

I. Introduction


Joseph and Mary must have been feeling pretty good.  The words of the angels who had told them about the birth of Jesus had been echoed by the shepherds and then again by Simeon and Anna when they had taken the 8-day old baby Jesus to the temple for His dedication (Luke 2:21-29).  After that, things had settled down.  After the census, they had found a house to live in.  For the following months, while they lived in Bethlehem, Joseph was able to use his trade of being a carpenter to support his little family.  But then around the 1st birthday of the Baby, the Magi from the east arrived and there was chaos again.


As we saw last week, the wise men worshipped Jesus and gave Him gifts.  Mary and Joseph may have resisted saying that the gifts were too much for One so little, but God knew what was going to happen next.  He had a plan already in motion and the Magi were part of it.  God was watching out for His Son, Jesus, just like He watches out for us.  Things were about to happen again.  This young family was going on a trip—it was more than a trip; they needed to escape to Egypt.

II. The family escaped to Egypt

After the wise men left, all those who had followed them from Jerusalem and from Bethlehem had gone, too.  People had come from all over to see the caravan of wisemen and soldiers and beasts of burden who had come to worship Jesus.  Can’t you just hear someone say, “And He is only a baby!”?  Joseph and Mary must have wondered if their whole lives were going to be so chaotic.  But, after everyone left, things quieted down again.  The Baby was asleep.  Mary and Joseph were able to catch their breath.

But the peace didn’t last for long; Joseph had another dream from God.  God sent an angel to tell him to flee to Egypt which was about 75 miles way and not under King Herod’s dominion.  A place of safety would be another 100 miles or so into Egypt.  Obediently and without hesitation, in the middle of the night, Joseph bundled up his family and they fled to Egypt.  The gifts that the wisemen brought—especially the gold—would make the journey and the time in Egypt possible.


We aren’t told anything about the stay in Egypt.  However, there are many non-Biblical stories about Jesus and Mary and Joseph.  Some tell of His power to do miracles; others seek to discredit Him.  BUT the Bible is silent, and we need to be careful and highly critical of all the non-Biblical tales.  All we do know is that they stayed in Egypt until Herod the Great died.  It is estimated—guesstimated would be a better word—that they stayed in Egypt for no more than a year.

Matthew pointed out that this fulfilled a prophesy concerning Jesus recorded in Hosea 11:1, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  In Hosea’s prophesy “my son” was Israel.  Hosea was writing about God delivering the children of Israel from slavery in Egypt under the leadership and guidance of Moses.  Although Hosea didn’t knowingly predict that the Messiah would be brought out of Egypt, Matthew showed that Jesus’ return from Egypt was pictured by Israel’s being called out of Egypt.  
This is a special kind of prophesy; a nonverbal prediction called a type or an analogy.  A type or analogy is an Old Testament person or event that illustrates some aspect of the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ in the future but does not specifically describe it.  One commentator adds: “God’s nonverbal predictions are as true and vivid as His verbal ones.  But we cannot legitimately call a person or event a true Old Testament type—a special prophesy—except as the Bible itself tells us of it.” 

The Exodus—the children of Israel following Moses and leaving Egypt was a type or analogy—a nonverbal prediction—of Jesus’ exodus from Egypt with Joseph and Mary.  That is, as God had once brought His chosen people out of Egypt, He now would bring His chosen One—His Son—out of Egypt.

III. The slaughter of the baby boys


God had a reason for getting Jesus out of Bethlehem—Herod’s paranoia and the coming slaughter of the baby boys.  When Herod realized that the Magi weren’t coming back, “he was furious.”  The word translated furious implies that he lost any self-control he had, and he decided to take things into his own hands.  He had a fairly good idea of when the Baby had been born, but to be on the safe side, he ordered all the baby boys in the Bethlehem area who were 2 or younger to be killed.  This would protect his throne and destroy the Messiah that some of the Jews were looking for.  Since Bethlehem was a small town of about 1,000 people, the number of baby boys slaughtered would be between 10 and 30.  Although this is not as large a number as we see in movies, it would still be devastating and heart wrenching for the families affected.  
Herod’s murder of “all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were 2-years-old and under,” fulfilled a prophesy of Jeremiah.  Like the prophesy of Jesus’ return from Egypt, Jeremiah’s prophesy is in the form of a type—another nonverbal prediction.  Turn to Jeremiah 31:15-16.  At the time, Jeremiah was writing of the great sorrow that would be experienced by all of Israel at the beginning of the Babylonian Captivity when Jewish captives would be assembled at Ramah, a city 5 miles north of Jerusalem, to be taken to Babylon.  “Rachel weeping for her children” represented the tears of all Jewish mothers over this great tragedy in the days of Jeremiah.  Through Matthew, the Holy Spirit indicated that this also represents the mothers of Bethlehem who would weep over the massacre of their children by Herod.  Jeremiah also had some words of hope and promise to those who were grieving.  God would bring His people out of bondage in Babylon.  Jesus’ return from Egypt would be the beginning of fulfilling the promise to bring redemption to Israel and to the whole world—freeing them from bondage to sin.  This is the promised new covenant that we are celebrating this morning at the Lord’s Table.
IV. The family returned to Nazareth


According to the Jewish historian, Josephus, not long after the murder of the boys in Bethlehem, King Herod died of a painful disease.  After his death, His kingdom was divided between 3 of his sons: Archelaus got Judea and Samaria; Herod Antipas got Galilee and Herod Philip got the rest.  Archelaus followed in his father’s infamous footsteps in his willingness to kill at a whim and after ruling from 
4 BC to 6 AD, Caesar Augustus replaced him with prefects, one of whom would be Pontius Pilate 
(26-36AD).


After Herod the Great died, the angel appeared once more to Joseph in a dream.  Joseph was not told to go to any particular city.  So, when they got to southern Israel and heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea, they were afraid.  Once again, God intervened.  They were to go to Nazareth; a small town of about 500 people, 75 miles north of Jerusalem.  Since it was in Galilee, it was governed by Herod Antipas—a less violent ruler than his father or brothers.


Matthew doesn’t include which prophets predicted that the Messiah would be called a Nazarene only that more than one did.  These prophesies must have been oral traditions since none are recorded in the Old Testament.  The term “Nazarene” wasn’t politically correct.  It was used to describe people who were rough and rude.  This is why Nathaniel, who was from Cana a few miles south, asked Philip in John 1:46, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?”

The early Jewish persecutors of the church considered Jesus being from Nazareth evidence that He could not possibly be the Messiah.  Jesus’ living in Nazareth as well as fulfilling prophesy, gave Him His name: Jesus of Nazareth.  This name would be used as a title of reproach and scorn.  This fulfilled other prophesies like Isaiah 53:3, “He was despised and rejected by men.”  Jesus grew up in this backwoods village of Nazareth with His mother, Mary, and His stepfather, Joseph, and his half-brothers and -sisters.

V. Conclusion

With the conclusion of chapter 2, Matthew finished his brief summary of Jesus’ childhood.  In them Matthew gave 5 instances of Jesus fulfilling Messianic prophesies: 1) He is born of a virgin; 2) He was born in Bethlehem; 3) He went down to Egypt and came back under God’s protection; 4) His birth led to Israel’s mothers suffering; 5) He was scorned and hated as a Nazarene.  
There are some critics who feel that Matthew either made up the details or twisted them to fit Jesus’ life.  But there are several reasons to reject this claim: 1) The Apostles, including Matthew, so believed that Jesus was the Messiah that they willingly suffered persecution and were martyred in Jesus’ name.  If they had made all this up, they wouldn’t have been willing to suffer as they did.  2) When Matthew was written there were still many people alive who had seen the events of Jesus’ life.  If the events were made up, these witnesses would have confronted Matthew.  3) Much as they opposed Jesus, the religious leaders of the Jews never were able to point at any of these facts and disprove them.


Matthew also demonstrated that God doesn’t always use miracles to accomplish His will.  God could obviously have protected His Son in many other ways and in many other places besides Egypt, even in Bethlehem or Jerusalem under Herod’s very nose.  He could have blinded the soldiers or destroyed them by an angel or simply hidden this little family.  But God chose to save His Son by very ordinary and unmiraculous means—fleeing to Egypt.  The commands were given supernaturally, but the trip itself and the stay were as ordinary as possible.  The family wasn’t instantly teleported to Egypt, but had to make the long, dirty, tiresome journey on their own—just like everyone else.  God is definitely capable of doing miraculous things—we can read about them in the Old and New Testaments, we can see them in our own lives, but they are not the norm.  God expects us to do our part in His program.  Philippians 2:12 says, “Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.”  
Turn to Matthew 25:14-30.  Like Joseph and Mary, we need to use the talents & abilities, the wisdom, and the knowledge God has given each one of us to further His plans and not just sit back and wait for them to happen.  God expects us, like Joseph, to be busy doing God’s will.  In John 9:4 Jesus said, “As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me.  Night is coming when no one can work.”  

Do you remember Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego?  King Nebuchadnezzar built an image of gold 90-feet tall and decreed that when commanded, every man, woman, and child must worship this idol.  Anyone who didn’t bow down would be thrown into a blazing furnace.  After Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to bow down, they were taken to the King to explain themselves.  Daniel recorded their answer to King Nebuchadnezzar—turn to Daniel 3:16-18.  Like them, like Mary and Joseph, we need to trust God even when we don’t know how things will work out.  In Psalm 121:8 David wrote, “The LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.”  David is saying that God will protect you and preserve you.  Do you trust Him?   Then, get up and do what God would have you to do.  “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”   (Matt. 28:19-20).
Communion Devotion – August 2022
1 Corinthians 11:23-31
Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper as a memorial for a people with a very short memory—He ought to know, He made us.  This is why He said several times, “Do this in remembrance of me.”  Later Jesus said, “Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”  So, as we come to this table, there is a question I need to ask each one of you—a question you really must ask yourself: “What is your reaction, your response to Jesus?”

In 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 the Apostle Paul wrote, “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.”  Later, in Romans 6:23, he wrote, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Peter said in Acts 4:12, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  If your response is like Thomas’ in John 20:28, “My Lord and my God,” then whether or not you are a member of TBC, we invite you to join us as a true disciple of Jesus as we celebrate God’s gift of eternal life.

On the other hand, if you find that the words of Jesus—of God—are too hard to accept; if you feel that you can earn your own way into heaven in your own strength and that God will understand, then Jesus says to think again.  John 3:36 says, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.”  If you reject Jesus and what He did for you; if you reject His offer of the gift of eternal life, then eating this bread and drinking this juice is of no value.  It isn’t a memorial of what Jesus did for you and it certainly doesn’t save you.  

As well as being a memorial, Paul wrote that the Lord’s Table is a time for each true Christian to take inventory of his or her life.  Are you using your talents and abilities in serving God or do you sit back and watch everyone serve God in love?  Do you trust Him even when you don’t know how things are going to work out?  During the quiet time while the elements are being passed, take time to thank God for the gift of His Son to die in your place.  And then take time to inventory your heart, your actions, confess any sin to God and get right with Him.
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