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2 Peter 3:1-10

I. Introduction


Just as in Peter’s day, today we are surrounded by scoffers and mockers, people who refuse to take the Bible seriously.  With little or no thought about God and His Word, they say things like the member of a LBGTQ organization said last week, “I just want to be me and do what I want to do.  I’m not hurting anyone.”  Even for some church leaders the Bible is just a book of suggestions and not a book of absolutes.  They say things like, “My god is a god of love.”  Or “Jesus is just one way, if you are sincere and try to be as good a person as you can be, God will let you into heaven.”  They ignore verses like 
John 3:36 which says, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on them.”  Contrary to popular opinion, there is only one way to heaven.  Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  No one comes to the Father, except through me.”  Other scoffers refuse to take the Bible seriously when it speaks about Christ’s return.  They ignore or mock verses like Matthew 25:31 where Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne.”  Jesus Christ is coming back.  
Turn to Acts 1:6-11.  

The return of Jesus Christ is an important doctrine of God’s Word.  When Christians live in anticipation of God’s promised return, they have hope for the future—life here on earth is NOT all there is.  1 John 3:3 says, “Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he, i.e., God, is pure.”  Anticipating Christ’s return, Christians are involved in sharing God’s love and Gospel with others, recognizing that they will soon give an account to their Master.  But, when believers forget about the second coming and begin focusing instead on the things of this world, they become cold and apathetic to the things and message of God.  Satan knows that if he can get the church to downplay the importance of Christ’s return, or even completely deny its reality, he can remove a very significant source of Christian hope and motivation.  So, the devil places skeptics and false teachers around and in the church—men and women who reject, minimize, or alter Jesus’ promise.  In today’s Scripture Peter responded to these attacks concerning the Lord’s return by reminding Christians to remember the Truth.
II. Concerning the Lord’s Return

     A. Remember the Truth  Peter wrote this second letter primarily to awaken and arouse his readers—“to stimulate you to wholesome thinking.”  Turn back to 2 Peter 1:12-15.  By repeating spiritual truths that his readers already knew, Peter was strengthening and arming them against false teaching.  Christians should always be learning new things about their faith and discovering new avenues of serving the Lord in the way they live.  But Christians also need reminders of basic truths, and they never outgrow the need for such reminders.  “Remembering” involves more than the mental act of recalling what had once been learned.  It is the process of applying the truths to new situations and problems that the believer confronts.

Peter’s first reminder concerned the truth found in Old Testament Scripture, “the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets.”  Throughout the Old Testament, the prophets continually predicted God’s return and judgment.  Isaiah 66:15-16 says, “See, the LORD is coming with fire, and his chariots are like a whirlwind; he will bring down his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.  For with fire and with his sword the LORD will execute judgment on all people, and many will be those slain by the LORD.”   Turn to Malachi 4:1-3.  From Isaiah to Malachi, from the beginning of the Old Testament prophets to the end, the theme of God’s return and wrath—the Day of the Lord—is foretold.

Similarly, the return of the Lord is found in the New Testament: “the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.”  Jesus taught about this day of judgment in His sermon on the Mount of Olives in Matthew 24 & 25.  Paul wrote about it in 1 Thessalonians 5 and 2 Thessalonians 1-2.  The Apostle John described this terrible day in Revelation chapters 6-19.  It will be a time when God’s wrath will be poured out on the nations, and when Satan will be free to give vent to his anger and malice.  It will conclude with the return of Jesus Christ in glory and victory.  In reality, only Philemon and 3 John are completely silent on the subject of Christ’s return.  With such confirmation, Jesus’ return is sure.
     B. The scoffers’ arguments  Having reminded his readers of the surety of the Day of the Lord, Peter then turned to the false teachers who mocked the idea of Christ’s return in glory.  Peter wanted his readers to understand “first of all” that the appearance of people like this was not to be a surprise.  For example, in Acts 20:29-30 Paul had warned the Ephesian church, “I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock.  Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them.”

To emphasize his point, Peter used the expression “scoffers will come scoffing.”  By their senseless ridicule, false teachers—even today—attack Christ’s promise and any who believe it.  Their argument has no base or logic; it is a vicious form of intimidation trying to make hope-filled Christians feel silly and uninformed.  Peter wrote that this scoffing is because their want to continue to live in their sins—“following their own evil desires.”  If one’s lifestyle contradicts the Word of God, he must either change his lifestyle or change the Word of God.  The scoffers and false teachers choose the latter option, so they scoff at and belittle the doctrines of judgment and the coming of the Lord.  They want the freedom to pursue all kinds of lustful pleasures without any fear of future punishment.

To support their misguided view, the false teachers claim, “Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.”  Today this view is called uniformitarianism: everything goes on as before.  This view asserts that the natural processes that have ever operated in the past are the same processes at work today.  It denies divine intervention throughout world history, especially denying creation and the global Flood.  From the uniformitarian worldview, creation is a closed system.  Like the false teachers of Peter’s day, those holding this conveniently made-up worldview deny the promises of Scripture, including Christ’s return.  But it is all a lie based on false information or data.  By comparison, a biblical view of the universe sees creation as an open system, one in which God has ordained a uniform operation of natural causes and laws—a general uniformity, but also a universe in which He has intervened and still does intervene.  
     C. Remember the Past  To refute the foolish argument of the scoffers, Peter told them to remember the past that they “deliberately” forgot.  As a result of their self-induced blindness, the false teachers refused to consider certain data.  Peter gave two events in history to prove his point: the work of God at creation and the flood in Noah’s day.

God created the heavens and the earth by His word.  The phrase “and God said” occurs nine times in Genesis 1.  Psalm 33:9 says, “For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.”  Not only was Creation made by the word of God, but it was held together—“stood firm”—by the same word.  Peter was saying that the same God who created the world by His word can, as the Creator, also intervene in His world and do whatever He wishes to do.  With all His power, God can intervene with the Day of the Lord whenever He chooses.

Peter’s second example was Noah’s flood.  He had already referred to the Flood when he wrote of divine judgment, so there was no need to go into detail.  The Flood was a cataclysmic event—a non- uniformitarian event.  The people on earth had probably never seen a rainstorm or the fountains of the deep broken open, but the events happened just the same.  Their “scientists” could have argued as the scoffers did, “Everything goes on as it did from the beginning.  Life is uniform so nothing unusual can happen.”  BUT it happened.  Due to their self-centered, pleasure-seeking attitudes, like the revisionists and the woke of today, the false teachers deliberately denied both the creation story and the Flood.

Based on these two examples of God’s intervention and God’s Word, Peter wrote, “By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.”  At the time of Noah, God promised that there would be no more floods to destroy the world (Genesis 9:8-17), the next judgment will be a judgment of fire.  God is able to intervene in the course of history.  He did it in the past and He is able to do it again.  The Day of the Lord that was promised by the prophets and the Apostles, as well as by Jesus Christ, will come just as surely as the Flood came in Noah’s day and the fire and brimstone came to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah.

     D. God is timeless.  In Psalm 90:4 Moses wrote, “A thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night.”  Peter was reminding his “dear friends,” actually the word is “beloved,” that God’s perspective on time is much different from humanity’s.  The amount of earthly time that passes is of no consequence from God’s timeless perspective.  God is timeless--a moment is no different from an eon, and eons pass like moments to the eternal God.  What may seem like a long time to believers is actually short in God’s sight.  That is, while Christ’s return may seem far off to human beings, it is imminent from God’s perspective.  The Lord Jesus Christ will return at the exact moment determined by God in eternity past.  God is timeless.
     E. God is merciful.  Then Peter wrote, “He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish.”  Peter was writing of God’s mercy.  God is merciful.  God delays the coming of Christ and the great day of fiery judgment because His is merciful and wants to give lost sinners the opportunity to be saved.  
1 Timothy 2:4 says that “God our Savior wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”  Ezekiel 18:23 adds, “Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? declares the Sovereign LORD.  Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live?”  Just as He did in the time of Noah, while Noah spent 120 years as a “preacher of righteousness” (2 Peter 2:5), God in His mercy is holding back His wrath and the Day of the Lord.
     F. Assertion: The Day of the Lord will come.  Based on his preceding arguments, Peter asserted that “the Day of the Lord will come.”  Peter described the day of the Lord arriving “like a thief,” meaning that it will be unexpected, without warning, and disastrous for the unprepared.   The Apostle Paul used the same description in 1 Thessalonians 5:2, “For you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.”

Peter then wrote, “The heavens will disappear with a roar.”  “Heavens” refers to the whole physical universe of interstellar and intergalactic space—all creation.  Through God’s omnipotent power the disintegration of the universe will be deafening.  “The elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.”  The intense heat will be so powerful that the earth and its works will be burned up.  God’s power will consume everything in the material world.  All the things that man boasts about—his great cities, his great buildings, his inventions, his achievements—will be destroyed in a moment of time.  Jesus described this—turn to Matthew 24:30-31, 36-44.  The Day of the Lord will come!
III. Conclusion


Peter’s argument is irrefutable.  Scoffers willfully reject evidence in order that they might continue in their sins and scoffing.  But Scripture proves that God has intervened in past history, and He has the power to do it today as well.  Scoffers have a very low view of God’s character because they think He delays in keeping His promises just as men do.  But God does not live in the realm of human time, and His, so-called delay only gives more opportunity for lost sinners to repent and be saved.

At the moment, mockers may ridicule, and false teachers may scoff.  But their belittling comments and outright insults are only short lived.  One day, Jesus Christ will return, and God’s judgment will fall—a fact that is guaranteed by His promise and supported by His power.  Numbers 23:19 says, “God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that he should change his mind.  Does he speak and then not act?  Does he promise and not fulfill?”  Then, after He returns, the entire present universe will cease to exist.  It will be replaced by a completely new heaven and earth where the righteous will live with God forever (Revelation 22:5).  The unrighteous, on the other hand, will face the eternal consequences of their sin (Revelation 20:10-15).
With all this in mind, believers can wait with eager expectation.  Jesus Christ is coming again, and His return is right on schedule.  In John 9:4 Jesus said, “As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me.  Night is coming when no one can work.”  So, are you working?  Are you doing the will of God so that your works glorify Him forever?  Or is what you are doing only destined to go up in flames and smoke to vanish forever?  In closing, turn to Matthew 6:19-24.  

Are you ready for the Lord’s Return?
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