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Matthew 9:27-38

I. Introduction


In Genesis 1:1 we read, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”  The rest of chapter one tells the story of creation ending with verse 31, “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.  And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.”  Genesis goes on to say that God put Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  Here Adam named the animals and together they were to take care of the Garden.  But when Adam and Eve sinned, they lost their innocence as well as the dominion over creation.  Through sin, God’s perfect creation was marred by disorder, disease and decay, sorrow and pain, guilt and shame.  Sin turned man’s joyful  life into the path to death.

But almost as soon as man fell, God promised that He would one day use man to restore the kingdom of earth to its beauty and goodness and restore man himself to his rightful dominion over all creation.  In Genesis 3:15 God told the serpent, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head and you will strike his heel.”  The Old Testament has many prophesies of this One, a King whom God would send to restore the kingdom and reestablish the rule of God and to destroy disease, sorrow, pain, even sin and its consequence, death.  Turn to one of these prophesies—turn to Isaiah 11:1-9.  The Jews called this “shoot” or “Branch” the Messiah (or in Greek the Christ).  He would one day establish His eternal kingdom of righteousness and earth, like heaven, would forever be under the perfect rule of God.

Matthew wrote his Gospel to prove that Jesus was this expected Messiah.  In today’s Scripture, Matthew continued to present the third set of miracles to prove Jesus’ claim to messiahship.  In raising Jairus’ daughter from the dead, Jesus demonstrated His supreme power over death.  And because death is the ultimate penalty of sin, Jesus’ power over death proved that He was able to forgive sin.  In healing the woman with the “bleeding issue” and now healing the blind and mute men, Jesus continued to demonstrate His power over the physical evils that sin produces.   
II. The Healing of Two Blind Men

After raising Jairus’ daughter from the dead, Jesus left Jairus’ house in Capernaum and “as Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him.”  They wanted to be healed from their affliction.  We aren’t told why these men were blind.  Blindness was a common problem in ancient times.  Jesus is recorded to have healed at least 6 blind men and each case was different.  What we do see is that as Jesus returned home, these 2 blind men continued to cry out to Him with anxiety and desperation.  

They had the right knowledge about Jesus—they called Him the “Son of David.”  This was one of the most common Jewish titles for the promised Deliverer—the Messiah.  It  included His royal title and recognized His lineage from the family of King David, and His right to reestablish and rule over the coming kingdom of God.  Turn to 2 Samuel 7:11b-16.  Every Jew that heard the blind men call Jesus the “Son of David” recognized it as a clear statement of their belief in Jesus’ messiahship.  Regardless of what others thought about Jesus, these men boldly proclaimed that Jesus was the promised Deliverer of Israel, and they came to Him seeking their own deliverance.  Writing of this kingdom, Isaiah 35:5 says, “Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.”
They had the right knowledge; they also had the right attitude—they asked for mercy.  They didn’t demand it as their right.  Their cry was similar to Daniel’s prayer in Daniel 9:18: “We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy.”  Mercy is not getting what one deserves.  Perhaps they were thinking of Psalm 145:8-9 which says, “The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.  The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.”  

In Jeremiah 29:13 God said, “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”  And  these men were persistent as they sought Jesus.  At first, Jesus seemed to ignore them as they with the rest of the crowd followed Jesus into the house where He was staying.  Their persistence in calling out and following Him demonstrated the strength and sincerity of their faith.  They are a good example of Paul’s admonition in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 to “pray continually.”  It wasn’t until Jesus “had gone indoors” that “the blind men came to him.”

Finally, Jesus “asked them, ‘Do you believe that I am able to do this?’”  Jesus had heard them as they had followed Him, He knew their hearts.  Perhaps Jesus was getting them to make a complete confession which they did as they called Him “Lord.”  Later, Paul would write in Romans 10:9, “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”  This was their confession.
Without any drama, “He touched their eyes and said, ‘According to your faith will it be done to you.’”  Because of their confession and of Jesus’ specific mention of their faith, it seems likely that more than just their eyes that were opened.  Their faith and trust in Jesus Christ brought salvation as well as healing.  Jesus gave spiritual life as well as physical sight.

As He often did, “Jesus warned them sternly, ‘See that no one knows about this.’”  Although miracles were proof of His messiahship and verified the truth of His message, Jesus didn’t want  people to see Him only as a great miracle worker and healer and nothing more.  He didn’t want people following Him just for the miracles or the entertainment.  For example, after feeding the 5000 men, in John 6:26 Jesus told those searching for Him, “I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill.”  Many people didn’t see Jesus’ miracles as signs of the Messiah, but just a means of getting free food or some other physical benefit.  BUT, in spite of Jesus’ warning, “They went out and spread the news about him all over the region.”
III. The Healing of the Mute Man


Matthew wrote that “While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was brought to Jesus.”  There is a difference between sickness and the workings of demons, but in Scripture it’s seen that demons do have the power to cause physical afflictions.  In this case, the demon made the man mute.  Matthew doesn’t record how “the demon was driven out,” but the exorcism of the demon and the healing of his muteness was Matthew’s final demonstration that the Messiah and the kingdom of heaven had arrived.  Isaiah 35:6 says, “Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.”
IV. The Response


One would think that, after all of these miracles, the response of all Capernaum and especially the religious leaders would be the response of Jairus—everyone would fall at Jesus’ feet and worship Him.  But they didn’t—the people were only amazed.  After Jesus healed the paralytic, Matthew 9:8 says, “When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe, and they praised God, who had given such authority to men.”  Throughout Jesus’ ministry great throngs of people praised Jesus and walked many miles along hot, dusty roads to see Him perform His amazing works; but they admired Him only as a man.  They didn’t identify with Him or submit to Him.  As Jesus’ miracles increased so did the amazement of the crowds.  They were astonished and sometimes afraid, but never committed.  They were mere onlookers; they were willing to cheer but they were not willing to participate.  Isaiah 55:6 says, “Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.”  But they came near to Jesus only out of curiosity and to be entertained.  Because that was all they sought, that was all they got.  Eventually, they turned away from Him and then turned against Him as they called for His crucifixion.

Then there were the religious leaders.  In spite of all the evidence, they refused to acknowledge that Jesus was the Messiah.  If they had, they would have had to admit that they were wrong.  So, unable to deny the miracles, they attacked the One who performed them.  In the darkness and the hardness and the anger of their hearts, the Pharisees attacked Jesus with a foolish charge that they hoped the rest of the people would believe—and I think some of the Pharisees themselves believed:  “It is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons.”  

A little while later Jesus addressed this false logic—turn to Matthew 12:24-28.  But when an unbeliever is determined not to believe, no fact or reason, no matter how obvious or convincing, can change his or her mind.  The person who is sold out to darkness refuses to recognize the light—the truth—even when it is blindingly clear.  As 2 Corinthians 4:4 says, “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  
V. Discipleship Discussion

Matthew closed this 3rd set of miracles with a summary of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee and a need for workers.  Notice that Jesus didn’t wait for people to come to Him; He went out and taught in the synagogues, preached the good news of the kingdom of heaven, and healed many people.  Jesus not only taught in the synagogues, He also went about “preaching the good news—the Gospel—of the kingdom” wherever He went.  He didn’t just call His hearers to simply believe what He taught but to believe in Him.  As Jesus taught Nicodemus in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  The kingdom isn’t just about the future kingdom, it is the rule and reign of Jesus Christ now in and over His saints on earth and eventually over all the earth during the Millennium and ultimately over the new heavens and the new earth.

 
Teaching and preaching came before healing—actually Jesus’ teaching and preaching ministries were verified as divine and true by the supernatural power demonstrated in His miracles.  He did all this because of His compassion and love for His people.  He saw their helplessness and their need for a shepherd.  That’s why He came to the earth as 1 Timothy 1:15 says, “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”  But He couldn’t spread the Good News by Himself.  He needs others to speak up for Him.  He asked His disciples to pray that God would provide the needed workers.  And it wasn’t long before the disciples themselves were involved in the ministry of preaching, teaching, and healing.  Jesus’ last words to all His disciples, including us, in Acts 1:8 were: “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” 
VI. Conclusion


Last week many of us were moved with compassion at the death of Officer Jerving and with the deaths of tens of thousands in the earthquake in Turkey and Syria as well as the continuing war in Ukraine.  Similarly, “when He, i.e., Jesus, saw the crowds  He had compassion on them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”  Jesus saw their physical needs and, in compassion, dealt with them—“healing every disease and sickness.”  But He was moved  more by the eternal path many were on—the path to eternal punishment.  In Matthew 23:37 He cried, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.”  This is why Jesus came to earth, compassion for His creation—Romans 5:8 says, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  

The compassion we felt at the physical deaths of many should be dwarfed by the compassion we feel for those who are dying without making Jesus their Lord and Savior—turn to John 3:17-18.  In 
John 14:6 Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father, except through Me.”  This is the message we must share before it is too late.  “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  Regardless of the response of those gathered around, this is what Jesus did.  Like the Parable of the Sower in Matt. 13:1-23, some seed will fall along the path, some will fall on rocky places, some will fall among thorns, but some seed will fall on good soil and produce a crop.  As 1 Corinthians 3:7 says we need to spread the seed, God will see to its growth.
Romans 10:14 reminds each one of us, “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?”  Jesus chose you to be His child and He chose you to go tell others about the narrow gate that leads to life.  This is why He gave the Great Commission to every Christian: “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)  We have a story to tell to the nations.
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