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2 Peter 1:12-21

I. Introduction


In Matthew 7:15-16 Jesus warned, “Watch out for false prophets.  They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.  By their fruit you will recognize them.  Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?”  From the beginning of the church, Satan and “his servants have masqueraded as servants of righteousness”  (2 Corinthians 11:15).  Paul warned Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:1, “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.”  False teachers were and still are problems within the church.  As Peter was coming to the end of his life, he wanted to prepare the children of God for battle with these false teachers.

False teachers have two main areas of attack: 1) the Christian lifestyle, i.e., Christian faith, and 
2) the Basis for Christian belief and living, i.e., the Word of God.  In the first part of this 1st chapter of 
2nd Peter, Peter has reminded Christians of their faith and how it has changed or affected their lives.  Christians have the grace and peace of God that strengthens them even in the midst of difficulty.  The love of God is seen not only in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ for them, but in the gifts He gives to every believer so that every Christian has everything needed “for life and godliness.”  This includes the indwelling of the Holy Spirit who guides every believer in his or her spiritual growth and daily life.

In today’s Scripture Peter turns to the second prong of Satan’s attack: God’s Word—the Basis for Christian Living.  Peter’s purpose was to show the importance of knowing God’s Word and the ability to relying on it completely.  The Christian who knows what he believes and why he believes it will rarely be seduced by the false teachers and their devious doctrines.
II. The Basis for Christian Living

     A. Truth bears repetition.  Any good teacher realizes the value of repetition.  Research has shown that within an hour after hearing a spoken message, people forget up to 90% of it.  God knows this, so at the end of the Shema, Deuteronomy 6:7-9 says, “Impress them, i.e., God’s commandments, on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on your hand and bind them on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.”  But in spite of all the warnings and reminders through the centuries, Israel had a great memory for the wrong things and a poor memory for God’s truth.  But, to be fair, we are no different—even believers tend to remember things that are better forgotten and forget things that should be remembered.  

Peter didn’t want his readers to forget that they were saved, nor the blessings of their salvation.  Peter knew that human minds have a tendency to get comfortable with the truth and then take it for granted, so he wrote to “refresh” their memories.  One reason the Holy Spirit was given to believers was to remind them of the lessons already learned—in John 14:26 Jesus said, “But the Counselor the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”  Paul wrote in Philippians 3:1, “It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you.”  Truth bears repetition.

  
In one of the last recorded conversations between Jesus and Peter, Jesus had foretold Peter’s death—turn to John 21:1-19.  By saying, “You will stretch out your hands,” Jesus predicted that Peter would die by crucifixion.  So, as Peter sat in prison, he knew he would “soon put it, i.e., the tent of his body, aside.”  Peter saw death, not as the end but as the departure, or as Peter wrote the exodus, into the Promised Land of God.  But before his exodus, he wanted to leave behind something that would never die, something that would continually remind Christians of who and what they are.  This something is the written Word of God.  Peter’s two letters became a part of the inspired Scriptures and they have been ministering to others for centuries.  Peter may also have been thinking of the Gospel of Mark.  Most Bible scholars believe that the Holy Spirit used Peter to give John Mark some of the data for his Gospel.  One of the early church leaders, Papias, said that Mark was “Peter’s disciple and interpreter.”  Peter’s truths have been repeated many times over the centuries—this includes Peter’s eyewitness accounts in the Gospel of Mark and 1st & 2nd Peter.  Truth bears repetition.
     B. Peter’s Eyewitness Account  Believers not only need to be aware of false teachers, but they also need to know how to defend against their lies.  The weapon in that defense is, as Ephesians 6:17 says, “the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God”—this is the basis for Christian living—the Bible.  

Peter wrote that false religious teachers commonly sought power and popularity through the manufacturing of their own “cleverly invented stories,” i.e., myths or fables.  However, Peter said that he and his fellow apostles “did not follow” the deceptive practices of false teachers.  Contrary to false teachers who claimed that Christian faith and doctrine were another set of myths and fables, Peter wrote, “we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.”  Peter was an eyewitness to the things he taught about Jesus.  In particular, the teaching “about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” which was about Jesus’ second coming in glory and power.  When Jesus came the 1st time, He came in meekness and humility as a Baby born in a manger (Luke 2:11-12).  But when Jesus ascended into heaven, 2 angels told  those standing there in Acts 1:11, “This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”   In Mathew 25:31, Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.”  As well as trying to undermine Peter’s teachings about godly living, but the false teachers were also denying what Peter said about the return of Jesus Christ—turn to 2 Peter 3:3-4.

Peter’s experience of Jesus’ glory and power that will be seen by everyone was at the Mount of Transfiguration—turn to Mark 9:2-10.  It was here that Jesus “received honor and glory from God the Father.”  With the announcement, “This is my Son, whom I love, with him I am well pleased,” God the Father declared a relationship of both divine nature and divine love with Christ.  There was no reason for Peter’s readers—then or now—to believe false teachers who deny the glorious future return of Jesus Christ.  As compared to the heretics who were not present on the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter was an eyewitness to the second coming majesty of Jesus Christ.  Instead of being superior to Christians as they thought, false teachers are inferior—they like their father, the devil are liars (John 8:44).  Peter, James, and John saw and heard Moses and Elijah affirm Christ, and above all, the three Apostles heard God Himself honor His Son, Jesus Christ.
     C. The Prophets’ Truth  As accurate as they were in teaching the truth, God did not merely depend on the oral, eyewitness accounts of the Apostles.  Peter wrote, “We, i.e., all believers, have the word of the prophets,” which is “more certain.”  As reliable and helpful as Peter’s experiences were, “the word of the prophets,” the Scripture, was “more certain” or sure. This is the prophets’ truth.  Psalm 19:7 says, “The law of the Lord is perfect.”  In John 17:17, Jesus said, “Your word is truth.”  In Peter’s day “the word of the prophets,” i.e., Scripture, stood for the entire Old Testament.  In our day, it stands for the Old and New Testaments—in 2 Peter 3:15-16, Peter called the writings of Paul Scripture.

Peter wrote that “you do well to pay attention to it.’  If they were going to be bombarded by the subtle errors and teachings of false teachers, it was imperative that Christians know and pay attention to  Scripture so that they can reject false teachings.  2 Timothy 2:15 says, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.”  To make his point, Peter compared God’s Word “to a lamp shining in a dark place.” 
Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to may path.”  Like the psalmist, Peter compared Scripture to a lantern that provides light to a dark and sinful world.  
Contrary to false teachers, everything is not going to continue forever.  God’s calendar moves towards the day God has designated for the glorious return of Jesus Christ in blazing splendor and majesty.  When that “day dawns,” 2 Peter 3:10 says, “The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.”  The night of sin and spiritual darkness will be replaced with the glory of Jesus’  heavenly kingdom—Revelation 22:5 says, “There will be no more night.  They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light.  And they will reign for ever and ever.”  This is the truth of the prophets.

Peter continued to emphasize the truthfulness of the prophets in verse 20, a verse that has several different translations and has led to many discussions.  The two major translations go like this: 1) KJV, NAS “Knowing this first, that no prophesy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.”  2) NIV, NET “Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.”  The word “interpretation” is an unfortunate translation because in English it indicates how one understands Scripture while the Greek word indicates the source of Scripture.  Peter was not referring to the explanation of Scripture, but to its origin.  It came by the Holy Spirit through holy men of God.  The next statement in verse 21 supports the concept of the source: the KJV says, “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

The word translated “private” in the KJV simply means “one’s own” or “its own.”  Scripture didn’t come about by the prophets’ own interpretations or thoughts; they were directed by the Holy Spirit.  Since all Scripture is inspired by the Holy Spirit it must not—it cannot contradict itself.  No portion of Scripture should be divorced or separated from the others.  You can use the Bible to prove almost anything if you isolate verses from their proper context, which is exactly the approach the false teachers use.  When truthfully interpreting Scripture, one must use the entire Bible.

Peter said that compared to the false prophets and teachers, the prophets of the Scripture didn’t make up or invent stories or myths.  Writers of Scripture were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  One commentator wrote, “It was as if the writers of Scripture raised their spiritual sails and allowed the Spirit to fill them with His powerful breath of revelation as they wrote his divine word.”  When Jeremiah wrote in Jeremiah 1:4, “The word of the LORD came to me, saying,” he spoke for all the Old Testament writers and, at the same time, for all the New Testament writers who followed them.  In this process, God prepared specific human beings, through birth, environment, etc., to communicate His word.  These human beings genuinely spoke their own words, but the words they used were also just those words that God wanted them to use.  While Paul the Apostle wrote elegant Greek, Peter the Apostle—since he was a fisherman and Greek was his second language—wrote Greek that was not quite as good.  Yet God used both of these men to write exactly what He wanted to say.  Another commentator wrote, “If God spoke out of heaven today, He would have to repeat Himself, because He already has said all that He has to say to mankind.”
III. Conclusion

2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  Notice the word is “ALL Scripture!”  You can’t pick and choose.  All of God’s Word is truth.  As a child of God, God expects you to know, accept, and obey His Word—all Scripture.  How well do you know this Book?  Is your life modeled after God’s principles found in His Word—or do you just kind of go along with the flow—perhaps because you don’t know any better?  If you are going to have a satisfying life as a child of God full of grace and peace, you need to spend time in God’s Word and then accept and obey it.  2 Corinthians 11:14 says, “Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.”  Satan and his demons know all the tricks.  If you are going to stand against the errors of false teachers and the trickery of the devil, you need to know God’s Word intimately.  You need to spend time daily reading and meditating on God’s Word.
Peter could just as well have been writing to Christians today.  We may not be burned at the stake or fed to lions, but the pressure to conform to the culture’s demands are increasing.  Christians are not allowed to talk about Jesus Christ, the Bible, or being a Christian in the workplace.  Even out of the workplace, talking about sin and hell is sometimes called “hate speech.”  Even churches are deciding to ignore parts of the Bible as they try to fit in.  But the whole Bible is God’s Word and is true.  If you are going to be the Christian God has called you to be, if you are not going to be enticed to walk with the devil, you need to know God’s Word.  Repeating what Paul wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:15 from the Good News for Modern Man version: “Do your best to win full approval in God’s sight, as a worker who is not ashamed of his work, one who correctly teaches the message of God’s truth.”
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