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1 Peter 3:1-7

I. Introduction


As we gather here this morning, Christianity has been around for almost 2000 years.  How a Christian should function as a citizen of a country, as an employee of a company, or as a spouse in a marriage has been taught and retaught hundreds of times.  Right or wrong, there are accepted expectations of a Christian in each situation—some from Scripture, some from the many books written on these topics, some learned by watching Christian parents and grandparents or other Christians.  But in Peter’s day, the New Testament wasn’t even a thing; it wouldn’t exist as a unit until A.D. 397.  Except for a few major Christian churches, like the church in Antioch, there were no collections of letters from Paul and Peter, or other writers.  Christianity had been around for less than 30 years so there were few if any examples to follow—many Christians were the first in their families, even the first in their city.  So, for those to whom Peter wrote, this may have been the first recorded teachings they had about how a believer was to live a holy life before unbelievers.


The issue of submission is critical for the smooth functioning of any organization; this includes the family.  You may have noticed in today’s Scripture that Peter addressed 6 verses to wives’ submission to husbands and one to husbands’ serving the needs of their wives.  Maybe it was because a man’s mind can’t handle more than 1 verse at a time.  More likely though, in Peter’s day, if a wife became a Christian before her husband did, the potential for difficulty was much greater than it was if the husband became a believer first.  In that society when women, who were viewed as inferior to men, became Christians without their husbands also becoming saved, the likelihood of the husband being embarrassed and shamed by what was viewed as an act of defiance by his wife, was probable and would also lead to conflict in the home.  Although Peter wrote to spouses with unsaved spouses, his words would apply to marriages of 2 Christians as well.  He began by describing the wife’s responsibilities.
II. The Wife’s Responsibilities

     A. She is to be submissive.  In many cultures in the 1st Century, women received little or no respect.  While the women lived at home, the fathers had life-and-death authority over them.  After getting married, husbands had a similar legal authority over their wives.  There were some cultures where women had freedoms.  Even then the freedoms of women varied—in some places women could own businesses and properties, e.g., in Acts 16 there was Lydia, a seller of purple, who owned a house, and in other places women could hold office.  But in other cultures, they seldom left their house and then only when accompanied by an escort.


If a wife accepted the Gospel and became a Christian on her own, Peter wrote that she had certain responsibilities to her husband beginning with submission.  Peter wrote that submission is not a choice, it is an obligation, “Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands.”  The phrase “in the same way” refers back to Peter’s discussion of submission of citizens to the civil authorities, of servants to masters, and of Jesus Christ to God the Father.  Submission has to do with order and authority, it doesn’t imply any inferiority in the family—morally, intellectually, or spiritually.  A president or a commanding officer is not necessarily superior to those under him, but his authority is vital to proper functioning of the country or the unit.  Just as Jesus Christ became a servant and submitted Himself to God’s will, the wife is to submit to her husband.  There is nothing degrading about submitting to authority or accepting God’s orders.  Eph. 5:22 says, “Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.”

Peter wrote that God not only commanded submission, but God can use it as an opportunity to win the unsaved husband to the Lord “without words.”  An unsaved husband will not be converted by preaching or nagging in the home.  It is the character and conduct of the wife, her submissive spirit as well as her “purity and reverence” that will win the lost husband.  Not arguments, but such attitudes as submission, understanding, love, kindness, patience—the fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22-23 that fill a wife’s life and draw her husband to the Lord.

Before we go any further—this assumes that the unsaved husband wants to remain married.  Turn to I Corinthians 7:12-16.  Unbelieving spouses benefit from the blessings from God that the saved spouses receive.  But if a wife becomes a believer and an unbelieving husband doesn’t want to remain married, the believing wife is not obligated to force the marriage to stay together, “if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so.”  A part of submission would be to honor his request.

     B. She is to cultivate an inner beauty.  But if the unsaved husband wishes to remain married or if the husband is already a believer, then the believing wife is to respond appropriately to his authority by being submissive, by developing the fruit of the Spirit, and, finally, by cultivating an inner beauty.


In the Greco-Roman culture, women were devoted to superficiality.  They competed with each other in what they wore, including outlandish hairdos.  It wasn’t unusual for the women to have elaborate coiffures studded with gold and silver combs and even jewels.  They would wear elaborate and expensive garments, all for the purpose of impressing and “out-dressing” each other.  Peter wrote, “Your beauty should not come from outward adornment.  Instead, it should be that of your inner self.”  

Peter was saying that rather than majoring on externals, the believing wife should focus on her inner character—her inner beauty.  Of course, this does not mean that a wife should neglect herself and not try to be up to date.  It just meant that she wasn’t to major on being a “fashion plate” just to “keep up with the crowd.”  Paul said the same thing in 1 Timothy 2:9-10.  The beauty that is important comes from the heart, not the store.  Peter wrote that inner beauty “is of great worth in God’s sight.”   1 Samuel 16:7 says, “The LORD does not look at the things people look at.  People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”  Peter said that the believing wife should be characterized by gentleness—an attitude of humbleness and a quiet spirit.  As someone wrote, “She isn’t a cantankerous grumbler.”

Peter finished this section to wives by giving an example of this subject that wasn’t and isn’t very popular.  Peter pointed to Sarah as a godly, submissive wife.  Turn to Genesis 18:9-12.   Today wives don’t go around calling their husbands “lord” or master, but their attitudes should be such that no one would be surprised if they did.  They treat and respect their husbands, just as Sarah treated Abraham.  
Peter finished his words to wives by writing, “You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.”  Wives who follow Sarah’s example of submission to God and to her husband and who cultivate an inner beauty, don’t have to fear the consequences of submission and being “gentle and of a quiet spirit” under a saved or unsaved husband—they can trust in God.  The last part of 
Proverbs 29:25 says, “Whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe.”  Turn to Proverbs 31:10-31.
III. The Husband’s Responsibilities—in one word: submit
     A. Be Considerate  Peter then addressed husbands.  Again, this would seem to be to husbands with unbelieving wives, but these words are just as appropriate for husbands with saved wives.  He started by writing, “Husbands, in the same way.”  The phrase “In the same way” refers to the duty of submission of the husband—just as it did for wives.  In one word, the husband’s responsibilities is “submit.”  This time it is the believing husband who submits to serve and care for his wife.  Just before he addressed wives and husbands in Ephesians 5:22-33, Paul wrote in verse 21, “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.”  Peter gave three basic responsibilities in caring for one’s wife beginning with be considerate.

Peter wrote “be considerate as you live with your wives.”  Being considerate means to be sensitive and to consider one’s wife’s deepest physical and emotional needs.  A husband needs to “listen with his heart” and share meaningful communication with her—get beyond the superficial.  For most men, this is difficult to do.  How can a husband show consideration for his wife if he doesn’t understand her needs or problems?  One survey revealed that the average husband and wife had 37 minutes a week in actual communication.  Husbands need to make sure that they are home with their wives and that they spend quality time with them.  Turn to Ephesians 5:25-28.  The word for love that Paul used is, of course, agape; the sacrificial love that will grow only as it is nourished—used.  The 2nd responsibility is Be Gallant.

     B. Be Gallant  Chivalry may be dead, but every husband must be the proverbial “knight in shining armor” who treats his wife like a princess.  (By the way, the name Sarah means princess.)  Peter didn’t mean that the wife is “the weaker partner” mentally, morally, or spiritually, but rather physically.  There are exceptions, but generally speaking, the man is the stronger of the two when it comes to physical accomplishments.  As one commentator summed it up this way: “The husband should treat his wife like an expensive, beautiful, fragile vase, in which is a most precious treasure.”  This should be true whether or not his wife is a believer.  3rd the husband is to treat her as a fellow heir.
     C. Treat her as a fellow heir  It was Christianity which introduced chivalry into the relationship between men and women.  It was Christianity that raised women to be “heirs with you of the gracious gift of life.”  Under every other system of religion but Christianity, women have been and still are regarded as inferior to men.  But in Christianity women have the equal spiritual rights with men—Galatians 3:28 says, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
If a Christian husband treats his unbelieving wife as God has treated him—loving her with agape love; sacrificial love—she will almost certainly come to know Jesus as her Lord and Savior.  Then this Christian husband and his Christian wife will have a true and intimate relationship that belongs only to those who share a common goal and possess God’s greatest gift of eternal life.  They will have a Christian marriage—a relationship that is immersed in God’s agape love.  They will be heirs together—a man and his helpmate—working side by side serving God together—reaping all the blessings of their heavenly Father.
     D. A Warning  Peter closed this section on submission in marriage with a warning to the Christian husband.  A husband is to show consideration and chivalry to his wife as well as treating her as a fellow heir, “so that nothing will hinder your prayers.”  If a Christian husband is not fulfilling his responsibilities toward his wife, God may not answer his prayers.  David wrote in Psalm 66:18, “If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.”  Not doing what God commands is sin.  This severe, cutting off of God’s divine blessing shows how critical and important God considers a Christian husband’s loving care of his wife—saved or unsaved!
IV. Conclusion

In these verses Peter was not approving the marriage of a Christian to a non-Christian.  Paul addressed this idea directly—turn to 2 Corinthians 6:14-18.  Undoubtedly, Christians should never marry non-Christians.  Peter is answering the question of what should happen if in a marriage of two non-Christians, one spouse becomes a believer.  With that in mind he gave the responsibilities of either spouse with the basic goal of winning the lost spouse to the Lord.

As we’ve considered these responsibilities, it’s obvious that they are also responsibilities to be found in a Christian marriage.  After one has been married for a number of years, it’s easy to grow lackadaisical.  God has expectations for a marriage whether it is a new marriage or an old marriage; whether you’re celebrating 3 years or 60 years together.  One author has compiled a series of questions based on what Peter has written.  They summarize and emphasize God’s expectations for a Christian marriage:


1. Are we partners or competitors?



2. Are we helping each other become more spiritual?



3. Are we depending on the externals or the eternals?  The artificial or the real?



4. Do we understand each other better as the years go by?



5. Are we sensitive to each other’s feelings and ideas, or taking each other for                 

                            granted?



6. Are we seeing God answer our prayers?



7. Are we enriched because of our marriage, or robbing each other of God’s 

                            blessing?


God is a God of order—all one has to do is look around and see the patterns in the world or study the laws in nature.  God expects His children to have order in how they respond to authority—whether to a king or president, to a boss in the workplace, or to husband and wife in a marriage.  If it is important to God, it must be important to us.
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