“Warning!  Warning!”   

Jude 1-3
November 3, 2024
I. Introduction:


Since we finished the Book of Ephesians last week and since Advent begins in 4 weeks, it seemed wise to consider a shorter book or letter—one that is often ignored because of its brevity.  With that in mind turn to the Book of Jude—Jude 1:1-4.
Without question, the greatest threat to the church is false teachers.  Threats, persecutions, and even false teaching from outside the church may actually cause physical injuries, but, in the long run, they make the church stronger.  But false teaching from within the church causes spiritual casualties—some even leading to eternal consequences or judgment.  Knowing what would come in the future,  Jesus warned His followers in Matthew 7:15-16 to “Watch out for false prophets.  They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.  By their fruit you will recognize them.”  Throughout the New Testament there are warnings to believers to guard themselves against those masquerading as Christians.  For example, Paul gave a warning to the Ephesians, turn to Acts 20:29-31.  The threat from false teachers was so insidious and so persuasive that Jude devoted his entire letter to the presence of these apostates or false teachers.  He wanted all genuine Christians to be alert and stand firm against such teachings.  He wanted all those who teach such things to be exposed and expelled.


A few years before Jude wrote his letter, Peter wrote in 2 Peter 3:3, “You must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires.”  Now, a few years later, around A.D. 68, Jude wrote that they were now in the churches (and we can still find them in churches today.)  In the 1st 3 verses of Jude, we see the author, the recipients, and the purpose of this letter.

II. The Author


The name of the author, Jude, which in Hebrew is Judah and in Greek is Judas, was a common name in the New Testament times—there were several men named Judas mentioned in the Bible.  So, to specify who he was, Jude or Judas wrote that he was “a brother of James.”  In Acts 15 13 James was called the leader of the Jerusalem Council and in Gal. 1:19, this same James is called the half-brother of Jesus.  Turn to Mark 6:2-3.  Judas, i.e., Jude, was also a half-brother of Jesus.  While Jesus was alive, his half-brothers and half-sisters didn’t believe in Him—in fact, Mark 3:21 says, “When his (Jesus’) family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, "He is out of his mind."”  But after His resurrection, they believed—Acts 1:14 says, “They, i.e., the disciples, all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.”

As well as calling himself the brother of James, Jude introduced himself as a servant of Jesus Christ.  Jude could have puffed himself up and called himself the brother of Jesus Christ, but he humbly called himself a slave—really the Greek word is bond-slave; Jude was a bond-slave of Jesus Christ.  Exodus 21:1-6 describes a bond-slave.  Basically, a bond-slave is someone who willingly indentures himself—he willingly gives himself to someone else as a slave—for the rest of his life.  Jude had gone from being an unbeliever, thinking his older Brother was crazy, to being a bond-slave, one who trusted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior.  Jude submitted himself totally to Jesus Christ.  After introducing himself, Jude then turned to the recipients of his letter.
III. The Recipients
     A. They have been called by God the Father.  Jude wrote, “Those who have been called…by God the Father.”  Christians are personally chosen or selected by God.  God chose them and called them to be His children.  In John 6:44 Jesus said, “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day.”  Turn to II Timothy 1:8-9.  God’s call isn’t based on anything He sees in an individual—no one is chosen because he is a “diamond in the rough.”   God chose you; He called you just because He wants to spend eternity with you.  

     B. 2nd: They are loved by God the Father.  God chose you and every other Christian to become His child because He loves you.  Romans 5:8 says, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  When He was talking to Nicodemus, in John 3;16 Jesus said that God so loved you that He sent His one and only Son to die in your place.  The Apostle John summarized the love of God this way in 1 John 3:1: “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  And that is what we are!”  Ephesians 1:4 adds that in love God “chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.”   Because of this love, believers are set apart by God.
     C. They are kept by Jesus Christ.  Jude wrote that God chose you, He loves you, and that you are kept by Jesus Christ.  In John 10:27-29 Jesus said, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.”  Jesus promised to keep—to guard—believers forever—not just in His strength but in God the Father’s strength.  There is no person or power greater than God.  There is no force that can break His loving grip on those He has called.  Even when they are in battle with false teachers, believers have nothing to fear—Romans 8:35, 37 says, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  … No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”  David wrote in Psalm 23:4, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”
     D. They have blessings from God.


1. Mercy  Instead of a spirit of fear, God, in His love, provides many blessings for His children.  Jude reminded his readers of 3 of these blessings—mercy, peace, and love:  As you may remember, mercy is not getting what you deserve.  Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  The first part of Romans 6:23 adds that ”the wages of sin is death.”  Without God’s mercy, we all deserve eternal death, but Rom. 6:23 goes on to say, “but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  God sent His Son to pay the penalty for believers’ sins.  1 Peter 2:10 says, “Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”  But mercy doesn’t stop when one accepts Jesus as his Lord and Savior; mercy continues to the end of time.  We still go against what God wants us to do—much as we don’t want to, we still sin.  But God continues to be merciful, 
1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  This is mercy.

2. Peace  A 2nd blessing is peace.  In John 14:27 Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”  Believers have peace—peace that our sins are forgiven and that we are God’s children; peace that we are right with God.  But more than that, as children of God who are called, loved, and kept, believers have, as Philippians 4:7 says, “the peace of God, which transcends all understanding.”  Believers  have the Holy Spirit in them to teach them, to lead them, to give them peace.  Christians have peace with God and the peace of God.

3. Love  The last blessing Jude mentioned was love.  In Romans 5:5 Paul said, “God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”  God’s love continues to be poured into our hearts through the ministry of the Holy Spirit—as long as we allow Him to fill us.
IV. The Purpose


Being a child of God includes abundant privileges and spiritual blessings, Ephesians 1:3 says, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”  But with the blessings come responsibilities.  One of these responsibilities is the purpose of Jude’s letter.  In verse 3 Jude demonstrated his great concern for his fellow Christians; he called them his dear friends—ones he really cares for.  This caring or love led to his letter.  
Jude wrote that he had wanted to write a letter about salvation; a letter of encouragement about God’s saving grace and His offer of salvation to all mankind.  But the Spirit of God gave him a different purpose and directed Jude to write about the battle against the forces of evil within the church.  As Jude looked at the church, he couldn’t just sit back and pretend that everything was “peachy keen.”  There were false teachers—apostates within the church who were changing the Gospel of Jesus and they had to be dealt with.  To change God’s truth or mix it with error is asking for God’s wrath.  Galatians 1:9 says, “As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!” i.e., cursed by God. 

In verse 3 Jude wrote that the Christian faith was “once and for all entrusted to the saints”—the people of God.  There is a permanent quality to the Gospel; things that are non-negotiable—1 Cor. 15:3-5 says, “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance; that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.”  Acts 4:12 adds, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."  Ephesians 2:8-9 explains, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.” Jude wrote to warn Christians of false Teachers—apostates who were tweaking God’s truths.  Jude wrote to believers to “urge them to contend for the faith.”  Christians aren’t to sit back and allow false teachers to freely change things; Christians are to defend and protect the faith and oppose apostasy within the church.  2 John 1:9-11 says, “Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.  If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not take him into your house or welcome him.  Anyone who welcomes him shares in his wicked work.”   This is so important that Jude devoted his whole letter to dealing with false teachers.
V. Conclusion

So what about you—as a child of God, are you on your guard for those who want to change things?  Do you know God’s Word well enough that you recognize when someone’s “interpretation” really isn’t biblical?  When do you make your stand?  Let me put it this way: How do you feel when someone says that this book is an antique—old and dusty and that we need to change what it says; we need to reinterpret it; we need to “get with the times”?  Do you roll over and play dead and go along with the changes or do you stand up for God’s truth?  Ephesians 6:13 says, “Put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you my be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.”
Communion Devotion – November 2024
Mark 14:17-26

       There are people—even supposedly learned people—who discuss and argue about who was with Jesus at the Last Supper.  There isn’t any reason for debate; Mark says that Jesus arrived with the “Twelve”—not the 13 or “His followers” but “the Twelve.”  These doubters or false teachers are like the Pharisees—on the outside they appear to be very religious—men and women of God—but like the Pharisees they are not part of Jesus’ flock.  They pick and choose what they want to believe and try to cause chaos in the church.  Jude wrote to warn Christians about them.

       With a similar thought in mind, Jesus instituted the Lord’s Table as a time of remembrance of what He did for those that are part His flock.  Paul wrote in Acts 16:31 how can be a member of God’s flock: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”  This is the only way to be part of Jesus’ flock, Peter said in Acts 4:12, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  Or as Jesus Christ Himself said in John 14:6, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

       If Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior, then whether or not you are a member of TBC, we invite you to join us in this celebration of God’s gift of mercy and grace—eternal life.  If you haven’t made this choice—if you are trying to get to heaven by some other means—any other way, then this celebration can mean nothing to you.  It’s as significant as celebrating the independence of Argentina from Spain—for you, it’s just a waste of time.

       As well as being a memorial, Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 11:28 that the Lord’s Table is a time for each believer to take inventory of his or her life.  Are the fruits of a Christian evident in what you do as well as what you say?  Are you carrying out the Great Commission?  Are there sins you need to confess to Christ—things that get in the way of serving Him?  During the quiet time while the elements are being passed, take time to thank God for the gift of His Son to die in your place.  And then take time to inventory your heart, your actions, confess any sin to God and get right with Him.
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