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I. Introduction


Before 9/11 and the destruction of the World Trade Center and the damage to the Pentagon, Americans thought they knew all about terrorists and terrorism.  We knew about political assassinations and kidnappings; we knew about guerrilla warfare.  We had seen it on TV and read about it in the papers.  It was something that happened somewhere else besides the US.  But after 9/11 and the death of over 3000 people, we knew that terrorism could and would strike in the US as well—we now had 1st hand knowledge of terrorism.


Since then, things have changed here and around the world.  Security has increased throughout the country.  Moving through an airport and, especially, boarding a plane takes more time with checks and double checks.  Vital industries are on alert for terrorist attacks.  Security around public events, like political rallies, has increased greatly.  The attack of 1 or more terrorists is often on people’s minds.  An attack can happen anywhere, even in schools, churches or at any large gathering of people, like the Boston Marathon in 2013.  The problem is that terrorists don’t wear uniforms.  They meet and plan in secret.  They are eager to sacrifice themselves for their mission.  They are willing to die for “The Cause.”  Their presence often isn’t even recognized until after their attack.


Just as we need to be aware and watchful for political terrorists, Christians must be on alert—watchful for religious terrorists.  False teachers—apostates—religious terrorists are also hard to identify.  Jesus said they are wolves in sheep’s clothing (Matthew 7:15).  Turn to 2 Corinthians 11:13-15.  False teachers masquerade as apostles of Christ, just like Satan masquerades as an angel of light.  Just like political terrorists, false teachers are willing—eager would be a better word—to take others down the path of destruction.  This is why Jude wrote in verse 3, “I urge you to contend (agonize) for the faith.”  False teachers must be recognized for what they are and stopped.  For that reason, in today’s Scripture, Jude gave some characteristics of these religious terrorists which we call false teachers or apostates.
II. Characteristics of False Teachers

    A. First, They are dreamers.  In spite of God’s punishment in the past of those who rebelled and disobeyed His Word, these people continue to live in a world of pride, selfishness, and delusion.  Just like the false prophets of the Old Testament, they speak lies.  They believe and teach things similar to Satan’s lie to Eve in Genesis 3:5: “You will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  They claim dreams or visions as their authority for their “new” truths.  These lies and distortions are to replace God’s Word.  They are phony visionaries.  Turn to Colossians 2:18-19.  These dreamers are not following the Head—Jesus Christ—when they teach non-Biblical things.  In their pride, they are really following Satan. 
    B. They pollute their own bodies  They are dreamers and these false teachers “pollute their own bodies”—other versions say that they “defile the flesh.”  Just like Sodom and Gomorrah, these apostates rebel so that they can satisfy their pride and their lusts.  They despise God’s authority and live just as they please; in fact, they sometimes go to extremes just to “thumb their nose” at God.  Romans 1:32 says, “Although they know God’s righteous decrees that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.”
    C. They reject authority.  Jude wrote in verse 4 that these religious terrorists “reject authority.”  That is, they deny the Sovereignty and Lordship of Jesus Christ.  They demand to rule their own lives.  Psalm 12:4 could certainly be spoken by them, “We will triumph with our tongues; we own our lips--who is our master?"  False teachers recognize no authority but themselves.
    D. They are arrogant.  Jude wrote that they “slander celestial beings;” they are arrogant as they speak evil of angels and even God Himself.  Jude wrote that even the Archangel Michael didn’t dare rebuke Satan but respected his authority.  The Old Testament doesn’t tell about a conflict between Satan and Michael over the body of Moses.  All the Bible says is found in Deuteronomy 34:5-6: “And Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had said.  He buried him in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is.”  Since the Jewish people would have made a shrine out of Moses’ grave and fallen into idolatry because of it, God kept the location secret.
   
The story about the conflict between Michael and Satan may have been a tradition, but the point is that Michael didn’t rebuke Satan but left that to the Lord.  It is a dangerous thing for God’s people to confront Satan directly and to argue with him because he is much stronger and experienced than we are.  While it is true that we share in the victory and power of Christ, it is also true that we must not be overconfident.  Satan is a dangerous enemy, and when we resist him, we must be sober and vigilant, using God’s Word.  1 Peter 5:8-9 says, “Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith.”
    E. They criticize everything they don’t understand.  The NIV translates what Jude wrote next as “these men speak abusively against whatever they do not understand;” a different translation (NLT) says “they mock and curse and criticize everything they don’t understand.”  These false teachers think they possess superior knowledge, so they are quick to ridicule anything they choose and are full of contempt towards spiritual realities.  But for all of their pretend knowledge, they know nothing.  They have no spiritual understanding and therefore, they are blind.  1 Corinthians 2:14 describes them: “The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.”


Instead of searching for knowledge, these false teachers allow themselves to be corrupted by the things they do understand.  What they do understand are the sensual instincts which they share with animals.  Their way of life is to allow these instincts to have their way; their values are values of the flesh: “If it feels good, go ahead and do it.”  “You only go around once, so…”  Jude was describing people who have lost all awareness of spiritual things and for whom the things demanded by their animal instincts are their only standards.  Turn to Romans 1:21-25.  By choice, they are deaf and blind to God and in the end, like the rebellious Israelites and Sodom and Gomorrah, they will be destroyed by their lies and false teachings.
III. Examples of Apostates

     A. Cain  Beginning with Cain, the first son of Adam and Eve, Jude compared these false teachers with three familiar examples from the Old Testament.  Cain’s story is found in Genesis 4:1-15.  Verses 3-4 say, “In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD.  But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock” Cain knew that God required a blood sacrifice, but instead of obeying, he invented his own form of worship.  In his selfishness and pride, he came to the altar with some of the fruits of his own labor—not even the first fruits.  God rejected Cain because his heart was not right before God.  Hebrews 11:4 adds, “By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did.  By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his sacrifice.”

The “way of Cain” is the way of religion without faith; it is righteousness based on a person’s own character and good works.  The “way of Cain” really is the way of pride; a man establishing his own righteousness and rejecting the righteousness of God that comes through faith in Jesus Christ.

    B. Balaam  Jude’s 2nd example was the prophet Balaam; his story is found in Numbers 22-24 & 31.  Balaam is an example of someone who enticed others to sin.  After being unsuccessful in cursing Israel for Balak, king of Moab and, therefore not getting paid, Balaam devised a plan to lure Israel into idolatry and immorality which ultimately led to God’s judgment on Israel and eventually on Balaam (Joshua 13:22).


The “way of Balaam” is leading others into sin for money and popularity.  Turn to 1 John 2:15-17.  The way of Balaam is to use one’s gifts and ministry for the purpose of making money and teaching others to follow the way of the world.  It is using the spiritual to gain the material.  2 Peter 2:3 says, “In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up.”  For money and popularity, false teachers are prepared to sin and to teach others to sin.
    C. Korah  Jude’s 3rd example was Korah, a cousin of Moses.  His story is in Numbers 16.  As a Levite, Korah had important duties to do in the Tabernacle.  But when he wasn’t chosen as a high priest, he became very angry.  He persuaded Dathan and Abiram and 250 other men to join him in a rebellion against Moses’ leadership.  Korah openly rebelled against the authority that God had given Moses and persuaded others to join him.  God responded by ending the rebellion; turn to Numbers 16:29-35.  The way of Korah is to refuse to accept God’s authority and instead demand to have one’s own way.  In all 3 examples, Jude was demonstrating that religious terrorists—false teachers—defy the legitimate authority of God and because of jealousy, greed and pride prefer doing their own way rather than God’s way.  
IV. Pictures of False Teachers 

     A. They are blemishes on your love feast.  In verses 12 & 13, Jude gave 6 pictures of false teachers that help explain why they are dangerous to the church.  “These men are blemishes on your love feasts.”  The false teachers had infiltrated the “love feasts” that the early churches had.  These were times of sharing over a common meal followed with Communion.  Rather than being times of instruction, encouragement, and care, because of these “terrorists” —these wolves masquerading as sheep—1 Corinthians 11:17-22 says there were fights, hurt feelings and division in the church.   They were a blemish—a boil—on the Love Feast.
    B. Selfish shepherds  Jude then called them selfish shepherds.  Instead of caring for the flock and caring for the needs of others, these arrogant false teachers just took care of themselves.  Ezek. 34:2 warns, “Woe to the shepherds of Israel who only take care of themselves!  Should not shepherds take care of the flock!”  God will judge these selfish teachers just as He judged Cain, Balaam, and Korah.
    C. Empty clouds  The apostates look like people who can give spiritual help.  They boast of their abilities, but they are unable to produce.  Like empty clouds in the sky, the false teachers look and sound like they can give spiritual help, but their teachings are false, and their promises are empty, they are useless, just like empty clouds.  Proverbs 25:14 says, “Like clouds and wind without rain is a man who boasts of gifts he does not give.”  
    D. Dead trees  Jude went on to compare the apostates’ empty profession and total lack of spiritual life to dead trees; “autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted.”  They were doubly dead; first, because there is no life in them, they are fruitless; second, they are uprooted; they are dead all the way to the very core.  False teachers are like trees that have been pulled up by the roots and are disconnected from the life-giving source of water and nutrients.  False teachers have no spiritual roots.  They lack spiritual life; there is no spiritual fruit.  

    E. Wild waves  With all their empty talk and self-serving actions, they are like wild waves.  Scripture often uses the sea as a symbol for those who do not know God.  Isaiah 57:20 says, “But the wicked are like the tossing sea, which cannot rest, whose waves cast up mire and mud.”  After a storm, the beach is covered with debris and garbage—nothing good or beneficial.  This is what the false teachers produce.  In the end, like wild waves, they are tossing up their shameful actions.  Their disgraceful attitudes and actions foam up with all kinds of debris and garbage: immorality, irreverence, deception, and rebellion.
    F. Wandering stars  Finally, Jude called them “wandering stars.”  Jude wasn’t referring to the stars or planets one can use to navigate with at night; he was referring to meteors, falling stars that suddenly appear and then vanish into the darkness never to be seen again.  Fixed stars can be depended on to guide a traveler through the darkness, but wandering stars can only lead him astray.  All a wandering star or a false teacher can do is lead a person to eternal blackness.  They are the blind leading the blind .
V. Conclusion

Jude gave many reasons for Christians to be on guard for religious terrorists—false teachers—just look at the descriptive words he used in these verses.  Falser teachers are immoral sinners; people totally caught up in themselves.  They misrepresent the truth of the Gospel and twist the Scriptures to fit their own needs and thoughts.  2 Peter 2:1 and 3 say, “They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord.  In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up.”

As you go about your Christian walk, whether you are in church, listening to the radio, searching the internet, or just carrying on a conversation, compare whatever you hear and whatever you read with what God says in His Word.  Follow the example of the Bereans in Acts 17:11, “Now the Bereans … received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.”

Being “with the times” or “being progressive” isn’t necessarily a good thing.  As one commentator put it: “’Progressive morality’ and ‘progressive thinking’ often go hand in hand with progressive deafness to the voice of God.”  Every Christian must continually be on alert—don’t get captured or destroyed by a religious terrorist or false teacher.  Watch out for Religious Terrorists!
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