“Be Alert!”
November 10, 2024
Jude 1:3-7
I. Introduction


Jude had been “eager to write about the salvation we share” to those who were called, loved, and kept by God.  It would have been an uplifting letter about God’s love, mercy, and grace for sinful man.  How, because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, condemned mankind could be forgiven and redeemed—saved from an eternity in hell.  Perhaps he would have finished with a challenge to all Christians to live a changed life; as Colossians 2:6 says, “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.”  
But instead, as he sat down to write his letter and thought about those who were going to read it, Jude, under the direction of the Holy Spirit, recognized that there was a problem that had to be addressed.  The church was being infiltrated by its enemies—false teachers were already there.  A battle was on the horizon—like he had begun with Eve in Genesis 3, Satan was continuing his long war against the truth as he continued to twist God’s Word.  So, Jude wrote this letter to alert his readers of the doctrinal dangers they faced from Satan’s undercover agents.  Men and women who hide their real nature and purpose.  In Matthew 7:15 Jesus warned about “wolves in sheep’s clothing” –these false teachers were just such wolves.  If Christians were to defend and protect the faith and oppose apostasy—false doctrines within the church, they needed to Be Alert and recognize the enemy.
II. Call to Arms


In his opening words, Jude urged his readers—his fellow Christians—“to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.”  This was a call to arms for Christians.  In Greek, the root word for “contend” is the word “agonize.”  Jude was emphasizing that contending for the faith may not be easy to do.  The defense of God’s non-negotiable faith will be costly and agonizing.  The Christian life is a battlefield, not a playground.  Just as a soldier must concentrate on doing his best and giving his all, regardless of how difficult the circumstances; the soldiers of Christ must have the same attitude.
Every Christian needs to draw the proverbial “line in the sand” and say the things behind this line are not subject to re-interpretation and change because of people’s feelings or cultural changes.  Every Christian must study God’s Word and be able to defend God’s truth.  Every Christian—not just the pastor—needs to be armed and ready.  God’s Word is all sufficient.  Ephesians 6:17 says that it is “the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God” that is to be used to fight against those that would change the faith.  2 Timothy 3:16-17 say, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  Turn to 1 Peter 3:15-16.   But to be ready to give an answer, every Christian must know what the Bible says and how to use it.  2 Timothy 2:15 says, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.”
III. The Enemy Described

After calling Christians to arms, Jude went on to describe the enemy; these “wolves in sheep’s clothing.”  He gave 4 characteristics of these false teachers or apostates.  

     A. Deceitful  First, he wrote that they “have secretly slipped in among you.”  They are sneaky or we might even say that they are deceitful.  Turn to Peter’s warning; turn to 2 Peter 2:1-3.  Jude wrote that these “savage wolves” (Acts 20:29); these false teachers had secretly—deceitfully—slipped into the church.  Their goal was and still is to change and, if possible, even disrupt God’s church.  In today’s world, this is happening in a variety of ways.  False teachers write wonderfully sounding books, some teach in seminaries and colleges, they speak on the radio and TV, they have websites and podcasts, and some even preach from the pulpit.  Some false teachers—apostates—rather than being obvious, seem to be just an ordinary Christian sitting in a pew.  Regardless of their method, what they say may sound very good, but it isn’t in harmony with the Bible.

Let me give you an example.  There is a Baptist seminary in Michigan that for the last several years has been teaching a lie.  It all started with their use or interpretation of 1 John 4:16 which says, “God is love.”  Using that verse and other carefully chosen verses about the love of God, their reasoning and rationalization goes something like this: since God is love, then He doesn’t want anyone to suffer.  Since hell would be a place of eternal suffering and since God is love, hell cannot exist.  Therefore, hell is a myth.  So, contrary to what Jesus and the Bible say, this seminary teaches that all the teachings about hell are not real and need to be reinterpreted.  This is apostate teaching, false teaching; deceitful teaching.
     B. Godless  As well as being sneaky or deceitful, Jude wrote, “They are godless men.”  2 Timothy 3:5 describes such people as “having a form of godliness but denying its power.”  They may have right sounding words; they may sound so sincere; their arguments may sound very convincing, but they neither fear God nor love Him or accept His Word as true—they are only playing at religion.  They claim to know and speak truthfully of God, Jesus, and Scripture, but their sinful character and words say otherwise.  They are godless.  2 Timothy 3:5 goes on to say, “Have nothing to do with them.”
     C. Change God’s grace  So why do they enter churches?  Jude wrote that they come to “change the grace of our God into a license for immorality.”  Immorality is one of the works of the flesh and fleshly desire: sexual misconduct, drunkenness, gluttony, and so on.  These false teachers or apostates argue that we have been saved by grace, so then we can live just as we please—God will forgive us.  They use God’s grace—God’s love—as a license to sin.  Turn to Romans 6:1-2.  Peter addressed this teaching in 
1 Peter 2:16 where he wrote, “Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.”  As servants of God, believers will want to keep His Law—not try to find loopholes.
     D. Deny Jesus’ lordship  Jude then wrote that the 4th characteristic of these false teachers is they “deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.”  They deny Jesus’ lordship of themselves and everyone else—they refuse to live as servants of God.  They are their own masters.  They practice, what we call today, situational ethics—there is no absolute right or wrong.  Each person can decide by themselves what is right or wrong.
These apostates would agree that Jesus Christ was a good man and a great teacher, but not that He was the eternal God come in flesh.  There is no reason that He should be their Lord and Master.  They say that Christians need to be able to change with the culture—an “enlightened” people have no “lord.”  But in John 8:58 Jesus said that He is God; Romans 10:9-10 says that to be saved, Jesus must be Lord as well as Savior of one’s life.  These are non-negotiable facts.  If a teacher denies that Jesus is God come in flesh or that Jesus is Lord, he is a false teacher no matter how correct he may be in any other teachings!
IV. 3 Past Judgments

Jude went on to give 3 familiar examples of God’s judgments of those who have resisted His Lordship and authority and turned from the truth in the past.  Jude was demonstrating the point that God judges apostates.  Therefore, false teachers who had secretly slipped into the church and those that follow them will one day be judged.  God will have the last word—sometimes sooner; sometimes later.  
2 Peter 3:9 reminds us that, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”  Hebrews 9:27 adds, “…man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment.”

     A. Israel  Jude’s 1st example was Israel.  Through the ten plagues and crossing the Red Sea, God used Moses to bring the children of Israel out of slavery in Egypt.  For the next 2 years, when there were neither food nor water in the desert, God fed them manna and gave them water, as Moses led the Israelites to Kadesh Barnea, an area just south of the Promised Land—Israel.  Numbers 13:1-14:38 records what happened next.  
Moses chose 12 men to go scout out the land while the rest of the Israelites made camp.  After traveling throughout the land for 40 days, the spies came back.  With the exception of Caleb and Joshua, the spies were of the opinion that the dangers ahead were insurmountable, and the inhabitants so strong, that the Israelites could never win their way into the Promised Land.  The people rejected the report of Caleb and Joshua, who were for going on in God’s power and strength and instead they accepted the report of those who insisted that the case was hopeless.  In fact, the leaders of the tribes of Israel even wanted to organize and go back to Egypt—the place of bondage.  The people failed to trust God and disobeyed His Word.  

This was rebellion against the will and the Word of God, and God could not and will not tolerate rebellion.  As a result, God gave the sentence that all the Israelites would wander in the wilderness until all those over the age of 20, with the exception of Caleb and Joshua, would die and then their descendents would enter the Promised Land.  This was the reason for the 40 years of wandering in the Wilderness.
     B. The Fallen Angels  Jude’s 2nd example was that of fallen or apostate angels.  At this time in history, when Jude was writing, the Jews were very interested in angels, so Jude assumed his readers were familiar with the details of the apostasy or fall of the angels. 



Jude may have been thinking about the original fall of Satan and the angels that went with him as recorded in Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:12-17 and summarized later in Revelation 12.  Some commentators feel that this rebellion of angels is seen in Genesis 6:1-4 where those called sons of God in Genesis, were attracted by the beauty of mortal women and left heaven to seduce them and so sinned.

Regardless of which story or interpretation one accepts, Jude’s lesson is that the angels rebelled against God and were punished for their pride and rebellion.  As well as being cast out of heaven, “these he, i.e., God, has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.”
     C. Sodom and Gomorrah  For his 3rd example of God’s judgment on those who rebelled against God, Jude chose Sodom and Gomorrah.  Turn to Genesis 19:1-11.  The citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah were ungodly and wicked.  They indulged in what Jude called “sexual immorality and perversion” or as Genesis 19:5 puts it—homosexuality.  This was rebelling against God and His laws.  2 Peter 2:6 says, God “condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly.”  God punished this rebellion by totally destroying those cities.

     The sin of Israel was unbelief and disobedience.  The sin of the angels was pride and rebellion against the throne of God.  The sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was indulging in unnatural lust—rebelling against God.  Jude wrote that unbelief, pride, rebellion against authority, and sexual indulgence are sins characteristic of false teachers.  For such rebellion false teachers will be judged.  Turn to 
Hebrews 10:29-31.  The severest eternal suffering will belong to those who know and reject the truth.  
V. Application

Many years have passed since Jude wrote his letter, but things haven’t changed, Satan and his false teachers are still here.  It’s now our turn “to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.”  Present-day believers have an obligation to take the truth of the Gospel seriously, doing all they can to protect and preserve God’s truth.  To be victorious, Christians must know the Word of God and have the courage to defend it.  Every church needs to be a Bible institute and every Christian needs to be a Bible student.  You must know what this Book says not what you “think” or hope it says.  Christians must also “watch and pray.”  The enemy is already here, and we must not become careless or go to sleep.  We all need to seek the mind of Christ and His Word as leaders and officers of the church are chosen and other decisions are made in church or in our individual Christian lives.  Every Chistian must have the courage to maintain a position of biblical separation from those who deny Christ and the fundamental doctrines of the Word.  Turn to Romans 16:17-18.  This does not mean that we separate from fellow believers over minor differences.  God’s true army needs to stand together in the battle for truth.  


Every Christian is responsible.  You cannot sit back and watch the pastor, and the church leadership do all the work.  Every Christian needs to study God’s Word so that he can determine what is true and what is not.  If you don’t know what this Book says, someone with a glib tongue will be able to mislead you and before you know it, you will not be where God wants you to be.  You need to be alert, as Peter wrote in 1 Peter 5:8, “Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”  So, Be Alert!
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