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I. Introduction


Throughout this chapter, Jesus’ parables have been word pictures which everyone listening could visualize and understand.  In this progression of parables, Jesus began by talking about establishing the kingdom of heaven.  He taught the crowd gathered around Him that their hearts and the hearts of others who would hear the Gospel covered a range of attitudes.  At one extreme, some were so hard-hearted that they were unwilling to accept Him.  On the other end of the spectrum, were those who readily accepted Jesus as the Christ, became citizens of His kingdom, and would bear much fruit.  He had also taught about the opposition of Satan to the kingdom of heaven and how the devil had been introducing counterfeits to disrupt God’s kingdom.  But Jesus went on to say that in spite of all Satan tried to do, the kingdom of heaven, like a mustard seed or a small piece of yeast, would continue to grow in size and influence.  Finally, Jesus warned that at the end of the age, there would be judgment where the real and the counterfeit would be separated—the real citizens of the kingdom of heaven to an eternity in heaven and the counterfeit to an eternity in hell—not a place where all sinners are partying together, but a place of eternal torment; “where, as Jesus said in Matthew 13:42, there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

Now the audience has changed, “he left the crowd and went into the house.”   Here Jesus and His disciples could talk privately.  So, beginning with the next 2 parables about treasure, Jesus taught the disciples about the value of salvation.  He began with the Parable of the Hidden Treasure.
II. Two Parables about Treasure
     A. The Parable of the Hidden Treasure  As in all of His parables, this story was about an experience familiar to those listening to Him.  Whether they had personally done it or not, the practice of hiding valuables in the ground was a common practice.  Because there were no banks or safety deposit boxes, most people protected their valuables by keeping them in a secret spot in the ground.  When they needed money or decided to trade or sell a piece of jewelry, they would go to that special place when no one could see them, uncover the jar or storage box, take out what was desired and rebury the rest.


The area of Palestine had been lived in for thousands of years, so over the years the ground of Palestine had become an actual treasure house.  When the owner of buried treasure died or was forcefully removed from the land—like in the Babylonian captivity, the treasure would be lost forever unless someone accidently discovered it, as happened every once in a while—like the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Jesus said that the kingdom of heaven is like a treasure that lies unnoticed because of its hidden nature.  But notice it is in an open field where it can be found by anyone who would take the time to look.  However, Jesus implied that this man was not searching intently for the treasure—Romans 3:11 says, “There is no one…who seeks God.”  The man happened to find it and instantly recognized its value.   By selling all that he had to purchase the field, he gained something far more valuable than any of his possessions and far more valuable than the field itself.  (As with ethical issues in other parables, sneakily buying land known to contain treasure is not condoned; that’s not even the point.)  The point is the supreme worth of the treasure, in this case the kingdom of heaven, which is unseen by others, is worth far more than any sacrifice one might make to acquire it.

     B. The Parable of the Pearl of Great Price  

With some minor differences, the Parable of the Pearl of Great Price is identical to the Parable of Hidden Treasure.  In this case the merchant did spend his time seeking fine pearls.  Pearls were the most highly valued gems in the ancient world,  They would be bought as investments, much as diamonds and gold are today.  In the form of pearls, a great amount of wealth could be kept in a small space—concealed in one’s clothes while traveling or buried in a field for safekeeping.  Jesus had used the value of pearls earlier in Matthew 7:6 when He warned against believers’ casting their pearls before swine.  Then He emphasized the priceless value of the gospel and its truths which unbelievers despise as worthless.  
In the parable of the pearl of great price, when the merchant came across one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had, and bought it.  Obviously, the merchant considered that particular pearl to have more worth than all his other pearls together, because they would have been included in the sale of all he had.  In both parables, the emphasis is on obtaining the priceless kingdom of heaven, where the kingdom of heaven represents the saving knowledge of God through trust in His Son—salvation—and all the benefits that that brings.  There are at least 4 lessons that can be learned from these 2 parables.
     C. Four Lessons


1. The kingdom of heaven, i.e., salvation, must be a person’s personal decision.  No one is saved because he comes from a Christian family or a Christian background.  In both parables a single individual sacrificed all he had to personally obtain an item of tremendous value.  No one bought it for him; no one just gave it to him—he had to make the effort himself.  In the same way, every person must make his or her own decision to make Jesus Christ his or her Lord and Savior.  "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved."

2. The kingdom of heaven is priceless.  Just as it was worth selling all one had in order to possess the hidden treasure or the pearl of great price, salvation—becoming a citizen of the kingdom of heaven—is worth giving up everything a person has.  In Matthew 16:26 Jesus said, “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?  Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?”  The blessing of being a child of God is priceless; more valuable than all the possessions the richest person can acquire.  
1 Peter 3:4 calls it, “an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade.”  As well as being a child of God, this lasting inheritance includes forgiveness, love, peace, happiness, righteousness, eternal life, and glory which can never perish.  Turn to Philippians 3:7-9.  
3. The kingdom of heaven is the source of true joy.  When the man sold all he had to buy the field that had the priceless treasure, he did it joyfully.  He knew what he had.  Different things bring each one of us earthly joy, but there is one thing that will bring every person real joy—being part of Christ’s kingdom through trusting in Him.  As Romans 15:13 says, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  True, lasting joy comes from being part of the kingdom of heaven—it’s part of the fruit of the Spirit in  Galatians 5:22-23.
4. The kingdom of heaven is obtained at a great price.  Ephesians 2:8-9 says that salvation is the totally free gift of God.  Jesus paid the price.  But salvation is bought in the sense that the person who accepts Jesus as Lord and Savior must surrender everything he has to Him.  The sinner gives up all the worthless things he has while freely receiving all the priceless things God has to give in Christ.  As 
Isaiah 64:6 says, “All our righteous acts are like filthy rags.”  In Galatians 5:6 Paul wrote, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value.  The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.”  
If someone isn’t willing to yield all he has, that person’s profession of faith is hollow and worthless.  The rich young ruler of Matthew 19 is a prime example of one who saw the value of the pearl but refused to submit all he was and had to the lordship of Jesus Christ.  But be careful, surrender of possessions, whether great or small, cannot buy salvation.  They have no spiritual merit and are of no value to God.  Giving them up follows after one understands what Jesus has done for him or her.  In Romans 12:1 Paul wrote “I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship.”  Salvation that is not desired above everything else is not truly desired.  
Salvation costs nothing in the sense of payment but everything in the sense of surrender.  Turn to Matthew 10:37-39.  Later in Matthew 16:24, Jesus said, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross and follow me.”  To take up the cross is to surrender everything, including physical life, to God.  In Luke 14:33 Jesus put it this way, “Any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.”
III. Two Parables about Warning

     A. The Parable of the Net—the coming Judgment  Jesus finished His Parable Discourse with 2 parables with warnings.  First a warning about the coming judgment.  As in the Parable of the Weeds (or Tares), the parable of the net or the coming judgment is a frightening warning about what will happen to the wicked when they are separated from the righteous in the last days.  Jesus didn’t give a complete description of the last days but emphasized the judgment of unbelievers.  Here Jesus repeated the teaching about the separation by angels almost word for word with what He said in the parable of the weeds earlier in this chapter.  This is an important truth and by repeating it, Jesus was emphasizing its importance and its reality.  Hell and judgment are real. 

God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked.  Turn to Ezekiel 18:23.  2 Peter 2:9 says, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”  In Luke 19:11 Jesus wept over Jerusalem because the people would not come to Him and be saved.  Jesus warned about hell not to put people in agony and cause nightmares, but to save them from it.  1 Timothy 1:15 says that “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”  Jesus came to die for the sins of the world so that everyone who believes can be saved from an eternity in hell—a place that Matthew 25:41 calls “the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”  But as John 3:36 warns, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.”

When “Jesus asked, ‘Have you understood all these things,’” He was asking His disciples: “Do you really understand what I am saying?  Do you understand that entering the kingdom involves recognizing the worthlessness of everything a person has apart from salvation in Jesus Christ?  Do you understand that there will be a final, inescapable judgment and that the fate of the righteous and the wicked is eternal—the righteous to everlasting life and the wicked to everlasting punishment?”

The disciples answered, “Yes,” but as we will see, their understanding was far from perfect.  This had all been new “stuff” and they understood as best as they could.
     B. Parable of the House Owner—be warning giver


Jesus’ last parable—the Parable of the House Owner—was a challenge to His disciples.  In so many words He was saying: be a warning giver.  That is, “like the teachers of the law who know the laws of Moses, you now know about the kingdom of heaven.  Now you can apply the old and new truths of the kingdom to daily life.  But, unlike the teachers of the law, you must not keep these things secret.  You must carry this warning to others.  Just as a house owner brings things from the storehouse as they are needed to fill needs, you must carry the old and new truths concerning the kingdom of heaven and a warning about hell to everyone you meet.  Use both the old and the new truths to make disciples.  Be a warning giver.”

Jesus had hand-picked 12 particular disciples to carry the message of salvation throughout the world after His death.  They were to go and make new disciples.  The 13th apostle, the Apostle Paul, put it this way in 2 Corinthians 5:11, “Since we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men.”
IV. Conclusion


When Jesus taught His disciples these final parables, Judas was sitting there with everyone else.  Although he may have fooled the disciples, Judas had a crowded heart.  He was as concerned about prestige and money as he was about this kingdom of heaven.  He wasn’t ready to give up all he had to be a follower of Jesus.  He certainly was not  filled with joy as he complained about Mary’s extravagance when she anointed Jesus’ feet in John 12:1-6 or when he saw Jesus condemned to die because of his betrayal in 
Matt. 27:1-3.  Judas had been unable to deny himself, take up his cross and follow Jesus completely and totally—he was still an agent of the devil; a son of the evil one.

What about you—as Romans 10:9 says, have you made Jesus your Lord as well as your Savior?  Is being a Christian and having a personal relationship with Christ the most important, the most valuable thing in your life?  Are you ready to give up everything to God, knowing that if you do, you will be filled with joy as He uses your gifts and abilities to spread His plan of salvation wherever you go?  Putting it a different way: can you echo Paul’s words from Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”   What does your fruit say about your heart?
In Galatians 5:22-23, the first fruit of the Spirit is agape love.  Is this love seen in you?  Are you concerned about others; about those around you who do not have a personal relationship with Jesus and are destined for an eternity in hell?  Jesus loved them enough to die for them—how much do you love them?  You can’t save them—that’s their choice—but if you love them, you will sow the seed—both in what you say and in what you do.  It’s not our responsibility to look at a person’s heart and judge if they are truly saved or are just “faking” it (Jeremiah 17:10).  It’s not our responsibility to decide whose heart is receptive and whose isn’t.  Our job—your job—is to sow the seed.  With the value of salvation, with the promise of an eternal reward in heaven or eternal punishment in hell, with Jesus’ command to “Go and make disciples of all nations,” (Matt. 28:19), What are you waiting for?
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