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I. Introduction


Legalism—righteousness-through-works—gives an appearance of spiritual maturity.  The Galatian Christians, like most believers, wanted to grow and become more Christ-like but they were going about it in the wrong way.  Their motives may have been right, but their methods were wrong.  The Judaizers were teaching them that faith in Jesus Christ was just the beginning; to become better Christians and to complete their salvation, they had to obey the Mosaic Laws.  And instead of searching the Scriptures, they were swallowing the Judaizers’ lies: hook, line, and sinker.  Obeying the Law enabled them to do things and measure the results.  As they measured themselves and their achievements, they would have felt a sense of accomplishment and more than a little pride in themselves.  They thought they were going forward but actually they were going backwards.

In this letter to the Galatians, Paul has been showing them that God saves sinners through faith in Christ and not by any works of the law.  He began with the Personal argument where he challenged the Galatians to remember their personal experiences with Christ when they were saved; in Galatians 3:5 he wrote, “Does God give you his spirit and work miracles among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard?”  He then moved to the Scriptural argument where he used Old Testament passages to prove his point; e.g., he quoted Genesis 15:6 which says, “Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.”  Last week we saw Paul’s third argument, the Logical argument, where he considered what a covenant is and how it works; in Galatians 3:15 he wrote, “Just as no one can set aside or add to a human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case.”  He finished that part of his argument in Galatians 3:26-27 where he wrote, “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”  But Paul wasn’t finished.

Using the analogy of a child under a servant tutor growing up into an adult and not needing a tutor, Paul turned to the Historical argument where he showed that in a similar way, life under law was meant by God to be a preparation for divine sonship and that trust in God’s grace brings about that sonship.  In today’s Scripture, Paul explained this process of adoption as sons of God.
II. Adoption as Sons of God


Spiritually, one doesn’t enter God’s family by adoption in quite the way an adopted child enters a loving earthly family.  The only way to become part of God’s family is through regeneration—in John 3:3 “Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.’”  As Paul said in Acts 16:31, to become a child of God, a person must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  In a spiritual sense, adoption also has to do with one’s standing in the family of God.  Galatians 3:26 says, “You are all sone of God through faith in Jesus Christ.”  Galatians 4:4-5 puts it this way, “God sent His son to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.”   When one makes Jesus his Lord and Savior (Romans 10:9), he is adopted, made part of God’s family.  Whether the believer is a “Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female,” the believer has all the rights of an adult son of God with all the privileges of sonship.  Every person is an adult child of God born into God’s family through faith.  Every child of God is welcomed into the family as a son, and, as a son, every Christian has all the legal rights and privileges of a son.

One becomes part of God’s family by regeneration through faith, but he enjoys his position in God’s family by adoption as an adult son.  The Christian doesn’t have to wait to begin enjoying the spiritual riches he has in Christ, he has them immediately—Galatians 4:7 says, “So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.”  In today’s Scripture, Paul reminded the Galatian Christians and Christians today, of three facts.
     A. First, Christians had been children in bondage.  In the ancient world, the division between childhood and adulthood was much more defined than in society today.  The particulars were different, but there was usually a certain age when a child, especially a boy, would officially come of age and take on the privileges and responsibilities of adulthood.  For the Jews, a boy became a man following his bar mitzvah at age 12 or 13.  For the Greeks, it was at age 18 that a boy was declared as being a man.

In Paul’s world, a child was “under guardians and trustees until the time set by his father.”  These guardians were capable and trusted slaves who supervised, cared for, and even taught the children of free men.  These family slaves would have full charge of the child’s education, training, and welfare.  The servants were commanded by the master of the house and the child was commanded by the servants.  Just as the slaves had masters, so did the child.  One could easily say that they were children in bondage.

This was the spiritual condition of the Jews under the age of the Law.  The Law was the “guardian” that disciplined the nation and prepared the people for the coming of Christ—turn to Galatians 3:23-25.  So, when the Judaizers led the Galatians back into legalism, they were leading them not only into religious bondage, but also into moral and spiritual infancy and immaturity, they were going backwards not forward.


Legalism, following a bunch of rules, isn’t a step toward maturity; it is a step back into childhood.  The Law wasn’t God’s final revelation; it was just the preparation for the final revelation; the revealing of Jesus Christ.  Under the Law, the Jews were children in bondage, not sons enjoying liberty.
     B. The 2nd fact was Christians have been redeemed by God.  In Galatians 4:4 the words “when the time had full come” refer to the time in God’s timetable when the world was ready for the birth of the Savior.  The time was right religiously: the Law had shown man his total sinfulness and inability of living up to God’s perfect standard.  The time was right politically: Rome had instituted Roman peace throughout the Roman Empire.  Using the system of roads built by the Romans and the Romans garrisons spread throughout the Empire, the apostles and early preachers and teachers could travel freely and in relative safety.  The time was right culturally.  Alexander the Great had established the Greek culture and language throughout the known world, thus giving the common languages of Latin and Greek throughout the empire.  
In Galatians 4:4-5, Paul described the Redeemer: He was God’s Son; He came at the right time; He was born of a woman, born under law.  Jesus was born of a woman like all other men, He was fully man (and as Philippians 2: 6-7 says, He was fully God).  And like every other Jewish man, He was obligated to obey and be judged by His obedience to God’s written Law in the Old Testament.  Finally, Paul wrote why He came: “to redeem those under the Law.”  Jesus came to set the Galatian Christians and all believers free from the obligation of obeying the Law for eternal life.  To go back to the Law was to undo the very work Christ did on the cross.  He didn’t redeem them to make them slaves, but sons.  Jesus came to purchase or redeem those under the rule of Law.  Under the Law, the Jews and Gentiles were mere children--slaves, but under grace, the believer—Jew or Gentile—is a son of God with an adult standing in God’s family.  
     C. Paul’s third fact: Christians are sons and heirs of God.  Before faith, the Galatians had been children in bondage, but, through faith, God redeemed them, and all believers are now sons and heirs of God.  No one is a second-class son.  Paul wrote that God confirms believers as His adopted sons through the gift of the Holy Spirit, “the Spirit of his Son.”  Every believer has the knowledge of the truth of God’s Word in their minds and all the blessings of sonship through God’s indwelling Spirit in their hearts.


One of the ministries of the Spirit to the sons of God is to enable them to come to God in confidence and to call out to Him, “Abba!  Father!”  Turn to Romans 8:15-16.  The word “Abba” is an Aramaic word that is equivalent to our word “papa” or “daddy.”  This shows the closeness of the adopted son to the Father.  No servant has such intimacy.  “You are no longer a slave, but a son.”  Paul went on to write that this adoption from slavery to sonship leads to an inheritance of the Father’s estate.  “God has made you also an heir.”  And since they, in adoption, are placed as adult sons in the family, Christians can begin drawing on their inheritance right now--immediately.  
The gracious gift of sonship is free, but it brings obligations or expectations.  Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Jesus said in Luke 12:48, “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”  

Back in Galatians 4:8 Paul reminded believers that “formerly, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods.”  Before they came to Christ, their religion was that of works and they were slaves to various man-made gods and laws that were actually no gods at all.  But now that they are sons, Paul asked the wavering Galatians, “Why do you want to go back to slavery?  Now that you are free, why do you want to revert to your childhood of servitude under the law?”  Turn to Colossians 2:20-23.

The Galatian Christians had forgotten what they were once like, and Paul was disappointed with their immaturity and lack of discernment.  They were abandoning their freedoms and blessings in Christ and going back to bondage.  They were destroying all the good work the Lord had done in them through Paul’s ministry, he wrote, “I fear for you, that somehow I have wasted my efforts on you.”  They were adopting the Old Testament Laws and system of religion with its special observances of “days and months and seasons and years.”   Paul felt that all the life-threatening, sacrificial service he had given on behalf of the people of Galatia was worthless, it was all for nothing if they reverted to their old slavery.
III. Conclusion


Today, things are no different.  Christians have been saved by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.  They claim Romans 10:9 as they say that Jesus is their Lord and Savior, but then they turn around and add “things”—Paul called them “weak and miserable principles”—to earn their salvation.  This is the question—why do we do what we do?  If we observe special days—days like Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, Easter, and Advent—or do particular things—like tithing, communion, doing volunteer worky—hoping to gain some special merit, then we are backsliding.  We are turning our backs on the grace of God.  If a person thinks he is saving his soul or automatically growing in grace or standing before God, because of a religious observance or activity, then he is guilty of legalism.  On the other hand, if we observe these days or do these activities to celebrate our liberty in Christ and to demonstrate our love for God and His love for us, then the observance or the activity can be a spiritual blessing.  

It is so easy to turn an activity or observance from a demonstration of love to an obligation  We all must be on guard against the legalistic spirit that caters to the flesh, leads to pride, and makes the outward event a substitute for the inward experience.  As Paul wrote in Galatians 2:16, “Man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ.”  Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.”
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In our study of Galatians, Paul hasn’t said not to do good works, he said to do them but for the right reason.  In 1 Corinthians 10:31 he put it this way, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  In Matthew 6:1 Jesus said, “Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them.  If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.”  So why do we “take communion”?  According to God’s Word, according to the words we just read from 1 Corinthians 11,   Jesus said, “Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

Some teach that eating the bread and drinking the juice is necessary for a person to be allowed to enter heaven.  But isn’t this doing something to earn our salvation?  Isn’t this contrary to what Jesus said?  The Lord’s Table doesn’t save—it is a time to remember—something like Lent or Easter or Christmas.  The broken bread and the juice remind us of what Jesus did so that, as Romans 10:9 says, “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”  Communion is a time to thank God for the love and mercy and grace that He extends to each one of us so that we can become sons of God.  If you have made Jesus your Lord and Savior, then whether or not you are a member of TBC, we invite you to join us in this remembrance.


As we also read in 1 Corinthians, there is a 2nd purpose for the Lord’s Table: it is a time to examine yourself.  It’s a time to look for sin in one’s life.  It’s also a time to ask yourself, “Why you do the things you do?”   Are you doing “good things” to earn man’s approval or God’s approval?   No one in this room can judge you, only you can.  This morning as the elements are being passed, take time to thank God for His love and for the gift of eternal life.  But also take time to look at your heart, look at your motives, your attitudes as well as your actions.  Are they really for God’s sake or are they for your own sake?  If God were to call you home right now, would you be embarrassed with what you have hidden away in the corners of your heart—your life?  The Apostle John wrote in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  Believe and act on God’s Word and come to the Lord’s Table with a purified heart and mind.
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