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Galatians 3:15-29

I. Introduction


Responding to the attacks of the Judaizers, Paul first re-established his credentials as an Apostle of Jesus Christ.  He then set about to counter their teachings regarding the purpose of the Law.  His goal was to re-establish that salvation is by grace alone, and not by any works of the Law.  In chapters 3 and 4 of Galatians, Paul used 6 different arguments to prove that God saves sinners through faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law.  Paul began with the personal argument.  He asked the Galatian Christians to remember what they experienced when they were saved.  Hadn’t they personally experienced or believed on Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection for them?  Hadn’t they received the Holy Spirit who now lived in each one of them?  Hadn’t they experienced the working of God through changes in their lives, through answered prayer, and through the miracles and signs within the church body?  Their answer would have been a thoughtful, “Yes!”   

But feelings can be manipulated, so Paul moved on to his second argument: the Scriptural argument.  Quoting Gen. 15:6, “Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness,” Paul emphasized that Abraham was saved by faith not by circumcision or the Law.  Using other Old Testament Scriptures, he showed that salvation was for the Gentiles as well as the Jews.  He demonstrated that salvation can never come from the Law.  And, finally, he concluded that salvation comes only through Jesus Christ.
This may have been more than enough proof for the Galatians, but not for the Judaizers.  They would have replied with something like, “If salvation doesn’t involve the Law, then why was the Law even given?  Granted Abraham and those who lived before the Law were saved by faith, but the covenant with Moses superseded the covenant with Abraham—otherwise, why would God have given the Mosaic Laws at all?” Anticipating such arguments, Paul turned to a logical argument based on what a covenant is and how a covenant works as he compared the covenant of promise given to Abraham and the covenant of law given to Moses.
II. The Logical Argument: “Comparing the Law to the Promise”
     A. First, The Law cannot change the Promise  A form of the word “promise” is used 8 times in these verses—they refer to God’s promise to Abraham from Genesis 12:3 where God said, “All peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  Paul began by reminding his readers that once two parties conclude a covenant or testament (like a last will or testament), nothing can be added to it or taken away from it.  If this were true for sinful men, how much more would this apply to a covenant of God?  Last week we read God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12, now turn to God’s covenant regarding His promise with Abraham—turn to Genesis 15:4-18a.  Ordinarily, both parties to a binding covenant would walk between the slain animals, but in this case, God alone, as “a smoking fire pot with a blazing torch,” walked between them.  God made promises to Abraham and his descendents; Abraham made no promises to God.  This was a one-sided, unconditional covenant based on God Himself.  Numbers 23:19 says, “God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that he should change his mind.  Does he speak and then not act?  Does he promise and not fulfill?”  Nothing, including the Law, can change or alter the Promise.

Back in Galatians, Paul wrote that God made this promise “to Abraham and his seed...meaning… Christ.”  (This was the same “Seed” from Genesis 3:15 who  “will crush” Satan’s head.)  Every promise given to Abraham was fulfilled in Jesus Christ and only Him.  Since God made this covenant of promise with Abraham through Christ, the only two parties who can make any changes are God the Father and God the Son.  Moses couldn’t change it.  The Judaizers wanted to add to God’s grace and take from God’s promises.  But they had no right to do this since they were not parties in the original covenant.  


Paul went on to say that although the Law came along “430 years later,” it didn’t change anything as far as the promises made to Abraham were concerned.  The Judaizers were wrong.  The mere passage of time can’t have any effect on the permanent and unchangeable covenant of Promise made by the eternal God.  Paul argued that the Law cannot change the Promise.

     B. The Law is inferior to the Promise.  After showing that the Law cannot change the Promise, Paul explained in verses 19 & 20 that the Law is actually inferior to the Promise.  

1. First, the Law is inferior in purpose.  The purpose of the law wasn’t to save man but to demonstrate to man his total sinfulness, his inability to please God in his own works, and his need for mercy and grace—as Paul wrote in Galatians 3:24, “The law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.”  The law was given to reveal sin not to remove it.  This is why Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  The Law is inferior in purpose to the Promise; the Law leads to death; the Promise leads to life.

2. The Law was temporary.  Verse 19 adds, “It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come.”  The Promise was forever—the Law was given for the interval between the time of Moses until the time of Christ; “the Seed.”  John 1:17 says, “For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” With the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Law was obsolete, and its demands are now fulfilled in believers through Holy Spirit—turn to 
Romans 8:1-4.  The Promise was eternal; the Law was temporary.

3. The Law required a mediator.  When God gave the Law to Israel, He did it by means of Himself and angels through the mediation of Moses—speaking to the Sanhedrin in Acts 7:52b-53, Stephen said, “And now you have betrayed and murdered him—you who have received the law that was put into effect through angels but have not obeyed it.”  This means that the nation received the Law second hand; from God and angels to Moses and then to the people.  There was a mediator between God and Israel.  The covenant of Law had mediators and obligations for both parties—Deuteronomy 5:33 says, “Walk in all the way that the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live and prosper and prolong your days in the land that you will possess.”  Man’s part was to obey, and God’s part was to give life, to save.  The problem was that man could not keep His part and therefore God could not grant salvation through the Law/works.

But when God made His Promise with Abraham, He did it personally, without a mediator.  Abraham was a witness to the covenant, and he was a beneficiary, but he was not a party to it.  Abraham had no part in establishing or keeping the covenant.  The responsibility was God’s alone; only God passed “between the pieces.”  The Law was inferior to the Promise in purpose, duration, and application.
     C. The Law is not contrary or opposed to the Promise.  At first glance Law and Promise seem to contradict each other but they really complement each other.  Since God gave both the Promise and the Law, and since He cannot work against Himself, the Law cannot be contrary or opposed to the Promise.  

1. As compared to the Promise, the Law was not given to give life.  Ezekiel 18:20 says, “The soul who sins is the one who will die.”  If Law could give life, it would have been against and opposed to the promises of God.  If it could give life, then the death of Christ would have been unnecessary.  


2. The purpose of Law was to reveal sin.  But Law and the Promise of grace work together to bring the lost sinner to Jesus Christ.  Law shows the sinner his guilt, and grace shows him the forgiveness he can have in Christ Jesus.  Romans 7:12 says “The Law is holy, righteous, and good,” but the problem is man is unholy, unrighteous, and bad.  The purpose of Law was to reveal sin.  The Law doesn’t make one a sinner; it reveals that we are already sinners—Romans 3:20 says, “No one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.”

3. The Law was given to prepare the way for Christ.  Back in Gal. 3 another way of translating verse 24 is, “The Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith.”  Paul used an illustration that was familiar to all of his readers—the child guardian or tutor.  In many Roman and Greek households, well-educated slaves, acting as tutors, taught the children in school and watched over them during the day.  They trained them in obedience.  Sometimes they would protect and prohibit; sometimes they would even discipline.  However, the role of tutor or guardian wasn’t permanent.  When the child finally reached adulthood, he no longer needed to be under the tutor’s care or leading.  The tutor’s job was finished.  Paul wrote, “Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.”

Like the tutor—the one in charge, the Law didn’t give life to Israel, it regulated life.  The Law was a preparation for the nation of Israel until the coming of the promised Seed, Jesus Christ.  The demands of the Law reminded the people that they needed a Savior.  The rituals and ceremonies and especially the sacrifices, were pictures of the coming Messiah—turn to Luke 24:13-27.  The Law, “Moses and all the prophets,” pointed to Christ.
     D. Finally, Paul wrote that the Law cannot do what the Promise can.  


1. The Law cannot make a sinner a son of God.  Verse 26 says, “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”  Only faith in Christ can make one a son of God—John 1:12 says, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”

2. The Law cannot give a person oneness with God; by highlighting sin, if anything, the Law separated man from God.  Turn to Romans 3:10-12.  On the other hand, the promise of  “believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31) brings reconciliation.  The first thing God gives the believer who trusts in Christ is the Holy Spirit—God Himself—Galatians 4:6 says, “Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’”  Paul wrote that faith in Jesus baptizes or immerses us “into Christ” (Galatians 3:27).  This baptism or filling of the Spirit identifies the believer with Christ and makes him part of the body of Christ.  1 Corinthians 12:13 says, “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.”  

The Law created difference and distinctions, not only between individuals and nations, but also between various kinds of foods and animals.  But the person who becomes one with Christ becomes one with every other believer.  There are no distinctions among those who belong to Christ.  This doesn’t mean that our race, political status, or sex is changed at conversion; it does mean that these things are of no value or handicap when it comes to our spiritual relationship to God through Christ.  God in His grace has declared all people to be on the same level that He might have mercy on all; “You are all one in Christ Jesus.”

3. Finally, the Law could never make one an heir of God.  The spiritual promise of eternal salvation and blessing given to Abraham belongs to all those who belong to Christ through faith not by keeping or doing the Law.  If we are “in Christ” by faith, then, spiritually speaking, we too are “Abraham’s seed.”  This means we are heirs of the spiritual blessings God promised to Abraham.  This does not mean that the material and national blessings promised to Israel are set aside, but that Christians today are enriched spiritually because of God’s promise to Abraham.

III. Conclusion

When Jesus and His disciples gathered to celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread or the Passover meal, they were satisfying the Old Covenant—the covenant of Law as prescribed by God through Moses.  It was to remind them and everyone else who sacrificed a Passover lamb that as Hebrews 9:22 says, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”  But that meal was the end of the covenant of Law—the end of the old Testament—as Jesus took the cup, He said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is being poured out for you” (Luke 22:20).  The One, the Seed promised to Adam and Eve, to Abraham and to many others, had come.  “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”  “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (Acts 16:31; John 1:12).  The Law was unable to do this.

Verse 27 of Galatians 3 gives one of the simpler definitions of a Christian: a Christian is a person who is “clothed … with Christ.”  Followers of Confucius, Buddha, or Mohammed are never said to be clothed with those men whose names they carry and whose teachings they follow.  But there is no such thing as a Christian who is not clothed—immersed in Christ.  1 Corinthians 6:17 says, “He who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.”  This is the truth of the Gospel and the emphasis of Galatians 3—“You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”   As children of God, the Holy Spirit brings us into a personal, intimate relationship with our heavenly Father.  Because we are all sons of God, Hebrews 4:16 says that we can come before His very “throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”  


Being a Christian is more than having faith in Jesus Christ, He must also be lord of your life. 

James 2:26 warns, “As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.”  Do your deeds, the things you do and think, show that you are a child of God; that He is your Lord as well as your Savior?  Let me close with what Paul wrote later in Galatians 5:16-26.
4

